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C xz vy Eſquier,grace,mercie,and peace 
_ bemulti rh in Ieſus Chriſt... 


TVS han ving been certaine yeeres ſince, more 
IR! preſt, and forward to offer our ſelues to be 


EevB| doing.then duly confiderate what a burde- 

222 nous tarke-wee ſhould undergoe, one of vs 
TL, der took the explication of the Prouerbs 
/ Ai of Salomon, and the other to further the 


Bhd Bat [ame by inſpefion, and aſſiftance in diffi= 
cult & + doubtfoull pl places when need ſhould require. But we found 
it a matter of greater trauell,and longer labour then we thought 
of, and haue met with ſuch interruptions as we had inſt cauſe to 
looke for but dia not ſ#ſficiently foreſes:for(beſidegs that the book. 
#& wholly ſententious, and the unfolding of | ſentences requireth| 
breuitie, and perſpicuitie, with trurh,and ſoundxes which cannot 
be attained unto without matare deliberation and ſtudie ) the. 
Lord himſelfe did flop onr paſſage with his owne hand, for a ſea- 

ſon,by viſiting one of vs,euen him who was to doe the worke, and 
ſuſtaine the burthen of the buſineſſe, with ſuch defet of bealth 
and ſight, as did aftually probibite our courſe of proceeding. But 
—_ his good hand) That let being.remoned,and bis aſſiftauce 
winittred onto vs, we at the laſt hane waded thorow the beoke,or 
rather baue ſwomme oner it : for it is ſo profound and deepe with 
perfet# excellence, that neither Wve,or any man elſe can dine to 
the bottome of it, Salomon himsſelfe was farre tos low of ſtature,. 
and not tall enough in vnderſtanding,cuen (when be knew moſt) 


toſtandin it, and bold up his head Sw the myſtical waters of 
A 3 admirable 


* OO 


Hand wilfalh or peremptorily'in any error, but tobe attentinx to 
their reaſons, and reformable in our opinions, What wee _ 


The Epillle Dedicatot ie £) | 
done herein, we thinke it our datie to recommend 4s 4 teffimonie 
of our loue to your Worſhips patronage,not doubting but that you 
will diligently reade, and wiſely indge of it, as you doe of other 
bookes of this natureguotwithitanding your manifo!d and weigh 
tie imployments otherwiſe. Wee reſt aſſured of your charitable 
mwinde, that without offence you will beare with our homely kinde 
of writing, although it be deuoid of all poliſhment,and elegancy, 
conſlaering that we make but a expoſition to informe the inage- 
ment in the meaning of the Scripture,andnot 4 diſcourſe to work 
2pon affeftions : it 1s ſufficient that the foundation ſtones lying 
in the ground, bee firme, and table although not beautifully be= 
wen,earued,or grauen, The ſentences which we explaine are ex- 
cellent ac well for matter ,as manner and defeftine in nothing that 
may give ſatisfaition to the beſt qualified, aud moſt compleate 
Chriitian in the world. Wiſe readers therefore (we donbt not ) 
will be intreated ts content their eyes with the bright and ſhining 
beames thereof,that they may not neede to require any exatt per- 
fettion in this our dimme and duskiſh Commentarie. «A plaine 
iron key will ſerne for good vſe, to vnlocke the doore of a golden 
treaſure. The marke that we aime at herein i the glorie of God, 
and the edification of his ſernants, and nat onr owne praiſe and 
commendation for eloquence, «And thus with remembrance of 
our dutie,referring the whole works to your wiſe and lowing con- 
federation, wee commit you and your gracious yoke-fellow to the 

bleſſed protefiion of God Almightie, beſeeching bim daily 
more and wore to multiplie all bis graces and mer- 
cies ypon your ſeife, and yours, Draiton 
thi 10.9f Muy 161 5. 


Tour Worſhips in all dutie vo be- 
commanded, | 
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aVerſe r, The he Parable of S v th lfouve 0) of David, King 
of Iſrael.” (12RY% = d\ .c 51 


> N "bis whole-b ewe areto conſider 


- fuſtthezitle 5 ion; being as ir 


Hh laid downe in F 

preſenryecl = the fiue next fol- _ 
g. and} Ton Ereack or treatiſe as 
* the body of ted , from the begin- 
ning; ofrhic' ſe verſe, tothe end of 


-vethia fingular commuaniflaiet/iet eq. | 
Jebibiſt matter? EN OX 
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vicd as his Secretarie,orpenman, was rae box is defcri- 
bed by bis {paremiage, as, being Daw1d is ſonnie, and by his 
dignitie,that he was a King, whoſe honourable eſtatei is il u- 
frated by his glorious dominion;or fubieRs,1/7a2/,the peo- 
ple of the Lord, whom hee had choſen to be his portion,and 
thelotof hisinheritance, and that whileſt they were in their 
perfectionof beauty;both-for Chureheand Common-wealth, 

making but- one, and the ſame entire,and vndiuided bodie, 
notyetdiſmembred,norrentaſunderone tribe fromanother, 

as after waros mop were inthe ſucceedio gages. 


Verſe 2. To bnow- wiſedowe a> inftraftion, to M10 
the words of knowledge... 


Have beginneth the chird partof the inſcription, where-- 
mis contained the-vſe, and endof this booke, which is 
Be ages generall, fuchas is common to all, 
twofold : velſ-2ug.. . 

—_— , ſpeciall, fuch as concerneth- 

ſomekinds of men, yerſ{.4.5.6. | 

' Thegenerallvſcib party forthe minde,and vnderſtanding, 
vs in this yerſe, partly. for the practiſe, and waies, as will ap- 
peare in rhenext. Ourtcxt ſaith, that itwas written toincite,. 
andrcachmen to know wiſcdawe;to attaine ynto;and proceed 
in the-knowlrdge of things chat make a man wiſe-ro ſalua- 
cion: and #ſtuttion;to wit, the nieanes: whereby wiſedame 
is tobe obtained; as doctrine, exhortation; reptchenſion,&c. 
ard to wnderſiand thr wordrof wowleny h, dile GETEN wag and 
; popes wideell MN > an 
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| - Verſe3.To reveias the inflruftion of onde Bendngof i in 
lie jndigemens and oquitle. '" OL GONE 28 


He knowledge mentioned] in ; this Himerverſas anoplis 
fied in this, both bythe cauſe of it; infiruRtion received, 
whereby vnderſtanding is gotren, and the! effeQs of it : :the 
firſt whereof is iwf:rce, which is not reftrained torhe M 
frares office,nor tothe duties-of the ſecond table 'of the com 
mandernents, bur to be extendedto all the waies of then;thae 
they be warranrable, and lawful: the ſeconds indrement, 
- which iswith mature deliberation to regard alf cauſes, and 
cireumtances, that any way tetid'to the due manner of our 
proceedings :the rhird is equitie, that we doenotonly walke 
with an evenfoote, neither turning to theright hand, nor to 
thetefe;}buc re-propoſe a right end alſo in all that we deale i in, 
with truth of heart,and yprightnes, 


% Verſe 4. 7s gine to the frmple ſharpneſſe of wit, and to the 
( child hrovledge,end diforetion. 


He generall vſe of this booke; and that whi hi 's cOrmt- 
mon to all, hath been ſhewedin the two former verſes : 
now here followeth that which"is ſpeciall, and*concern 
ſome kinds ofmen,as the: fiepler ſort in rhis verſe, and't 
| learneder in thenexr.\' x 
Andiitis veteredby'way of anticipation, or obieRion that 
might be made againiſbile premiſes; in this\rmanner : Theſe” 
Pronerbs ate profottd, &@deepeſententes; and the more 
Hoerrheyars;e more hardaitd'obfcure they be: welt may 
reat ſchollers,and men of much learning gather wiſedome;, 
and'Knowiedge from them; burwee thar arefithple'and filie 
perforts;v volouered;vintsined, ind dalfof viiderianding hall 
never Beable to teape ary profit by the; Yes'(fairh lie)alll 
ſorts,thathre exerciſed int r, ſtall receiiie Fr 
mp 
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| | PaovanzE 
perſons, whom elſewhere he calleth fooliſh, ignorant, vnskil- 
fullaod {qcb-as.btleene eurrythiog told chem, and yeeld/to 
eucry thing impoſed vpon them., Tio theſethis.booke, wilt 

giue ſharpnes of wit, that is, a good Tree quicknes 
ofconceitauuning(s the ward: fignifiech)ior ſubtilciet bor 
ſuchas is; harmcleſſe; aqd boly, not,wheteby they are apt to 

beguile: others, but able (norwichftanding their doue-like: 
fimplicicie) co bewareand take heedcorthemſelies, thatthey: 
behor-beguiled of ochers; which kinde-ofwiſedome our Sa: 
uiour himfec}{e.commendeh in the Goſpell, By-chi{&he mea- 
neth_not babes and/infants by age, through wang of yeeres,, 
but whatſoeuer yeercs they haue on! their backes; hee calleth- 
them children, itchey.be nouices lackingiydgement, and vn-, 
derſtanding, or raſh,vaſecledor, mutable in that which rhey, 
know. To theſe'this booke, will give knowledge, and diſcre-; 
tion, ſoundogs in. tudgement, taiedacs in affotionyand pru-: 
dence in-ordering all their waies... Wa pak” 3, 


. \Verſe.g, 4 wiſe man fballbeare andicreaſe in leaning aud 
4 man of underſtanding ſhall attaine unto wiſe counſels... \ 
Verſe6. To vnder/tand a parable, and the interpretation, 
the mords of the wiſe,and their daths ſayings... '- 's 
Soy a3 090301 afbowarſt 20d od 00 mnt) þ 
'Ow, wee come tothe,ſecomd ſortgf them, rowhoſe vſe. 
N and profit che Proverbs aredefiinared, who are ſer forthr- 
by two titles : firſt they are ſaid'to be wi/e,infdeed; with an ex-i 


. cellent knowledge of things divine, and humane: ſecondly, 
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had hoſe words as.well as the farmertendtothe.preven- 
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Perſe'7: Provanss. $ 
bour, and —_— theirtimein reading of them, what ſhal 
they get more then they hane alreadie? Yea (faith hee)the 
poceſt Clerkes,and deepeſt Diuines, may gatherinſtrution 

om them, as well as the vulgar and meaner fort of people. 
They are ſhallow enough for a little childe to wade in, and 
deepe enough for a great Leuiathan to ſwimmein, And ther- 
fore it is ſaid that a wiſe man by hearing ſhall increaſe in lear- 
ning, that.is, there ſhall be added to him a great nieaſure of 
knowledge, andſhall attaine to wiſe counſels, to wit,ſhall bee 
inabled to pert and purchaſe, poſſefſe, and keepe induftrioms. | , 
connſels or thoughts,cuen ſuch whereby he may be as skilfull 
in things pertaining to him and his affaires, as the Maſter of a 
ſhip is in tearing and gouerning it inthe greateſt dangers: 

for from thence is the word borrowed, Now this is further 

- amplified inthe fixth verſe, that they ſhall cauſe him to vn« 
derfiand (for ſo the Hebrew word fignificth) @ parable, any 
prouerbiall ſentence,though difficult and obſcure to others, 
and the interpretation thereof, the true ſenſe and meaning of 
it, the words of the wiſe, and their darke ſayings cuen to diſ= -— 

[ cerne of, and vnfold,the moſt intricate points, and to anſwere 

to the hardeſt queſtions or riddles, (as the originall text im=- 

porteth)ſuch as the Queene of Sheba poſed Salomon withall, x King.ro.r.35 


. 
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71 Verſ.7. The feare of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: 
but fooles deſpiſe wiſedome,and inftruition, 


"TT Hus much concerning the title or inſcription : now fol. 
- A loweth the treatiſc ir ſelfe, which hath-rwo parts :firft 
the preparation tothe prouerbiall ſentence,containing many 
notable exhortations, and arguments to the ſiudic and pra- 
aiſe of that wiſedome, which is contained in this booke, laid 
downe in thefirſt nine Chaprers. Secondly, the prouerbiall 
ſayings themſclues, from the beginning of therenth, tothe 
end _ booke, 6 _ . | 

In this preſent yerſe is propoſed the principall propoſition, 
and Cn of theſc _ Chipeers, e208 "y he one of the 
Lord,a teucxent awe of his Maicftie, proceedipg fromfaith, 
" * "” whereby 


6 Pxovers. . Chg... 
wherbythrongh the feeling of His loue,as well as. the weighe 
of his diſpleaſure,we arc afraid to offend him, true pietie and 
godlineſle (for it is, 2. part for the, whole worſhip of God, 
whereof it is 2-principall part, ang. 2s. it were the cuftos and 
keeper of the reſt in their duties; all cuill being commitred 
where it is wanting) is the begrnning or head of knowledge,the 
foundation and top,the entrance,procecding, and perfeion 
of wiſedome, ER | | 

In the latter part of the verſe, hee meeteth with an obie- 
ion, which is made in this manner : As muchas you praiſe 
this wiſdome,who regardeth it? is it not deſpiſed of the moſt 
part,and reicted cucry where? True (faith he) but what are 
they which contemne it? fooles, meaning all wicked men, 
And therefore it is no matter whart account they make ofit, 
vnleſſethey were wiſer, The oppoſitionthen of this ſentence 
Randeth thus : The feare of the Lord is the beginning of know- 
ledge,and wiſe men willembrace it : but how excellent ſoc- 
'uer wiſedome and inſtruction is, fooles will haue it in no efli- 
mation,bur ſerlight by it, and deſpiſe it, 


Verſe 8. My ſonne heare thy fathers inſirution,and forſake 


ot thy mothers teaching. 


Verſe 9. For they ſhall be 4 comely ornament vnto thy head, 


- and as chaines for thy necks. 


E Hom wiſedome hauing been before deſcribed,” and the 


feare of God commended, he ar jr ga an exhortation- 


to embrace the ſame, by making vſc of the meanes thereof: 
Firſt,a peoceprvert 8. 
Secondly,a promile,verſ.9- 

In the precept areto be vnderſtood, the ſubicRs of it, the 
perſons to whom it is. direfted, every fairbfull reader, and 
therefore hee ſpeaketh to all, as if it were one man,and that 
out of pure loue, cuen as a father to his beloued childe : and 
becauſe hee ſhould hearken to him,asa louing childe to his 
father,he calleth him his ſomne. 


-  Jathenextplace the matter of che precept py: 


where we haue toobſerue 


Foſero.lr. 


Provinns. 7 
that he heare the doArine,whereby this wiſedome is offered, 
called inffrut5on, and teaching, which hee commendeth by 


theefficient infirumentall, to wir, his parents, which ſhould 


incite him,to beattentiue to both, and contemptuous to ncis- 
ther. | 

The promiſe is laid downe in an eligant ſimilitude, ſuiting 
with the capacitic and affeQions of children, to whom hee 


| ſpeaketh, that rbey,namely in/ſ/ruQion and teaching,heard,and 


not forſaken, ſhall be a comely ornament, in Hebrew, an in- 
creaſe of grace to thy head,and as chaines for thy neche,they ſhal 
ſo pak and decke thee, that if a crowne of gold were ſet 
ypon thy head, and a chaine of pearles were put about c 
necke, thou couldeft not be more adorned, and beautified 
before God,and men. | by 


Verſe 10. My ſoune, if ſinners doe intice thee, conſent thou 
#0f, 


His verſe, and the nine next following;containe an ex- 
"cellenr caueart, to take heed of, and auoid thoſe meanes, 
which makethe inſtruRions of parents,or other gouernours, 
fruitlefle, and of none cffeR, namely, pernicious,and peſtilent 
inticements. This matter he doth herepropound in general), 
_ 5m ras. amplific afterwards, in that which fol- 
weth, | | | 
'Tnthe generall he forewarnetb his ſo»we,that is,cuery god. 
ly man, and ſuch as addi themſclues to wiſedeme os Ver- 
eve, to'beware of ſeducers, ſhewing both what manner of 
perſons theyare,te wit, /xmer5,and how to be auoided,by not 
conſenting ynto'them, or giuing the leaſt eare, or liking to 
their flatteries and deccitfull perſwaſions, 


Verſe 11.Ifthey ſay,Come with vs we will lay wait for blood, 
and lie prinily for the innocent without perill, 


He followeth the particular handling of the former 
matter,in this yerſe, and diuers of the reſt that follow : 
B 4 wherein 


8 Bnoynnn. 11 Chapt, 
whereinare ſet downe; firſt the inticing ſpeeches of finners,as 
1t were motiues to winne conſent,and id the whole- 
ſome diſſwaſion, of the holy Ghoſt as a retentiue. to hold 
them backe fromyeelding. In both which we haue the coun- 
ſcll,or that whereunto they doe moue ys,and the ſeuerall rea- 
ſons whereupon the ſame is grounded. The motiues of the 
wicked, areto worke miſchicfe, and to praQtiſe crueltie by 
cunning :'which the ſpirit of God ſetteth downe according 
to their meaning,in odious.termes, ſuch as their owne lippes 
would not” ſo. apertly vtter, and eſpecially ar the firſt : forir 
were enough to fright and diſcourage one, yet nor fleſhed in 
finae, to heare ſuch words : Let vs lay waite for blood, vndoe 
men,cither by taking away their liues, or hurting, if not-yt- 
terly ouerthrowing their eſtates, which is their purpoſe, but 
not alway their pretence; ad lie prixilie , like hunters for 
beaſts,and fowlers for birds,or theeues by the waies fide;and 
enemies in ambuſhment, difſemble, and conceale our mali- 
cious,trecherous,and hurtful plots,vntill we haue aduantage: 
for the innocent, whom Godiuſtificth,and approucth of, and 
who hauedeſeruedno ſuch intreatieatthe hands of their op= 
prefſors, whom: clamorous tongues peepichianding ſpare 
notto depraue, as ifthey were culpable of hainous offences : 
without perl: for ſo doe the learned take the word here vſed, 
in ſome other place, as Iob.g. 17, Hee deftroyeth. me with a 
tempeſi,and woundeth me without danger. ue? 

And hauing hitherto declared heckake matter, and man 
ner of their allurements, he now beginneth torelate their ar- 
gurnents, whereby they gac about to inuciglethe fimple:and 
this firft fromthe ſafetic of the attempt, that they may rake it 
in hand,and proceed init freely,and without feare of puniſhe 
ment, which is brought inthe Deginning; and ne in the 


fore-front, to animate them againſt all. dread and diſcourage- 
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Verſe 12, #ee Will ſwallow them vp aline, lie 4 graue guen 
whole liks thoſe that goe downe jnts the PEE to nod df vd1ios 
ad namets to ihecting ro fre) ang TY 
Ow followeth.the-ſccond: reaſon of theſe rempters, 

4 N drawne from the facilitie andeaſinefſeof rheir exploits, 
to prevent the doubts that might ariſc againſt theirprocee- 
dings, for the difficultie of their attemprs, and rhe doubtful- 
nes of cheip ſucceſſes becauſe chatmany that could bee ron= 
tent to doe any euill, which may bring goodto themſclues,or 
hurt to the innocent, yet for feare offoile, repulſe,or cuill ſuc- 
ceſle,are the more yawillingly drawnre ynto it, Now there« 


fore inticers.cuermore take a9ny this. Gaople, puede 


Verſe 13.We ſhall finds all precious riches, andfillewr boue 
ſes with fpoile... el Bold oi a. ig. 

15 Iv) t\ p 3 454453 (1319 213 0} 11; . 91; 
"THis verſe containeth their. chied revſan hich iraken 
from the commodity that they ſhal ger by their attempt, 


notpelſe, nor trurperie, not.trifles of novglue; but riches of 
allſo 


1ſorts,and thoſethatare prociloanng inabundance,where- 
with theyſhall Rore their houſes, as conquerours doe,whien 


they hauc the ſacking of cities,aad.carricaway;the pray. 


—— O + $E$?,3E9:TD PHYS. OWE 13, | 
Verſe 14. T hou ſhalt caſt in thy. lot among. v5 : wee willall 


haxe one purſe... | tit 


373 [bon 03. 245 38957 21515493 6 albboicl; ol 203; 
J Erc is, an obiedion prevented, whichthepartierempred 

\, Amaythinke.or fay:that he ſhall cake as much paines- as 
others, hue finde.leſſe gaines,ſecing it is.tobe feared, that you: 
DEG maſters in chis trade, and captaines in miſchicfe, will 
challenge the moſt ynto your ſclues, and being many, and'gf 
7 : Alli 


10 Paoeztns. Chapt: 
an old confederacie,will make my part the leaf, Anſw. Yea 
the bootic ſhall be diuided moſtequally,and then according 
to the faſhion of Merchants, wee will caſt lots to determine 
each mans part, (and that which is more) thou ſhalc in the 
meane time haue money of vs if thou wanteft, to defray thy 
charges : thou ſhalt live ofour purſe, and wee in the like caſe, 
will ofthine,we will hauea common bagge among vs. 


-: Verſ.1 5 My ſonnewalke wot its the way with thews : refraine 
thy foote from their path. | 


Ow are we cometo the retentiue, or diſſwafion where- 
Ns, the ſpirit of God withholdeth his children from con- 
ſertingta the cunning inticements of finfull ſedacers, which 
he firſt beginneth with a deborration, and then confirmeth 
with arguments. © es eg SBS 

The dehortation is vſed in this verſe, as an antidote, or 
counterpoyſon againſt their virulent tongues; direfly oppo« 
fite to their counſell or call. Come( ſay they )and goe with vs : 
wy ſoune (ſaith hee) walke not in the Way with them, conuerſe 
not with ſuch in friendſhip, renounce their acquaintance, and 
haue little to dee with them : refraine thy foote from their 
path;be not where they havnt, or are,if thiou canſtchuſe, 


Verſe 16. For with their feete they runnt to enill, and make 
| bafte toſhedblood. © 


TY deceiverscome armed with guilefull ſhewes ofrex- 
ſon, like ſwords,and offenſive weapons to wound mens 
confciences, by drawing them into miſchiefe, and therefore 
the holy Ghoſt olferech vs ſubſtantiall and forcible argu- 
ments like ſhields and defenſiuve weapons to refit them: 
_ wee haue one neweeuoged _ —_ hy 
diſpofition;which appearethby their efteRs, the doing o 
and the fordong of blood,clpecially by the manner A oCin 
that they cunne and make fuch hafte thereunto. Ani this is 
Alurned out of thitir owne words in the tleuenth M—_— 
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Verſe 17. Feria vine is thoirnet fared before the eyes of 


A. $ before he aduiſerh the godly tobe cautcons and vor 
yeelding to: the inticemenes of thoſe wicked tempters, 
becauſcall their waies tend tothe doing of hurt :ſo here hee 
diflwadeth them. by another argument, framithe vncertaine 
euent of their attempts conmrettingenetdes .andabſas 
lute promiſes which they made to themſelues of proſperous 
fuccefle,in the twelfthand thirteenth verſes, and this he doth 
by a ſimilitude : alchough they bee as confident of ſpeeding 
well,as if they had gotten-the pray alreadie, yet can they no 
more affuredly ſay thattheir counſels and - 14 res take 
effe&, then an vnskilfull fowler (which laicth hisgrinnes and 
ſnares openly) can certainly affirme, that hee will catch the 
birds that are flyiog in the aire, and obſerue where his nets are 
laid ro ſhunne then. J 
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Verſe 18, Moreoner,they lay waite far their owne bleed, and 
lie privilie for their owne lines. 21 | 


T”- the former two. reaſons, he adderh in theſe words, a 
4 third from the danger and perill-of theirplots, that the 
reateſt hurt is like to redound to themſelues : they would 
d blood,and fo they ſhall, butiris their owne. They vie al 
their art totake away life, and make aſlaughter,and that they 
ſhall doe, but. they are the mento bee killed, themſelues wut - 
beſlaine. And mhexetdewia the ſaferie which they ſo much 
preſumed of,and gaue wazrant for, with ſuch confidence ? 


Verſe 19. Surh are the waies of exery one that is pivew to 
give; ic will takg away the life of the peſſeſſers of it. | 


No! are we cometothe conclufion ofthis point, whers- 
, Yin all chat hath been ſpoken thereto, is knit vp ſenten=« 
tiouſly, wich a rhecoricall acclamation, and-applicd to more 
21277 240 then 


y 
[ 


15 Proven. -31.'Chup-t 
then robbers, and purſe-takers,or grofſc murtheters : for,faith 
he, ſuch are the 'waies of 'enery ane that is ginen to 'gaine5 ſo 
Randeth the caſe both for praQiſe of crueltie, if; occaſion 
be offered, and perill of hioteniig with all that are too 
greedie of getting commoditie, Ir is the gaine or commodi- 
tiethatis deſired with a couerous minde,or 'compaſſed wirh 
an vnrighteous hand;zt will rake awiy the life of the poſſeſſers 
of it, bring deſtruQtion at laſt of ſoule or body yponthem 
that fo vnrighteouſlybuptafteric,'0 57 > | 


Verſe 20. Wiſedeme crieth without, ſhe putteth foorth her 
voyce inthe ſtreetes : ; DUy413, 

Verſe'2D. She calleth on the top of the aſemblies, ſhe vite- 
reth ber voyce at the entring of the'igates ſhe ſpeaketh her \vords 
in the citie;ſaying. We! 06 


Efore was ſhewed the counſell which the holy Ghoſt 
giveth to preuent ſinne, and to deraine men fom the 
rouen of it: and here is offered a direRtion to them that 
ueſinned,(as all men hauc in euery place) that they may be 
reclaimed from it. And this is ſet foorth firſt by the author, 
ſecondly by the meane,thirdly by the matter, | 
The amhoris #iſedomeor wiſedomes,thie moſthighand ex- 
cellent wiſedqme leſs Chrift,the erernall wiſedome of God, 
in whom arc hid all the treaſures of wiſedome and know- 
ledge,Col.2.3.who takethivpon him here;and in certaine 0« 
ther chapters of this booke, the perſon-of a Matrone; a Ladie, 
or Princeſſe, according to the feminine gender, wheredf the 
word that fignifieth wifedome is in Hebrew. The mannerof 
giuing this aduice and direction appearerh in many words, 
as, ſhe crieth,yſerh carnefines,withont,abroad and openly, ſhe 
putreth foorth her woyce in the ſtreetes ſhe ſpeakethifreely,and 
plainly,and diftinaly,inplaces moſt frequented, ſbecalteth.ip 
the top of the aſſemblies,as it were out of an high place,as they 
yied to doe which were to make Orations, or Cerrina a 
great auditory or multitude; ſhe vtrereth her voce at the en. 
fring of the gates, Whither people: were wont to repaire fo; 
C18 + matters 
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matters of juſtice and iudgement, Gen.34.20.Ruth.4.r. Aud 
vttereth-her voyce in thecitie ſpeaketh audibly and fenſible in 
_ place and quarter of the citie; All rendeth-to'#hjs; that 
ſhe leckerth opportunitic euery where to doe good in cuery 
place,infields,townes,Jadgementplaces,markerplacesjpub- 
bkely,and privatly;and by.all endeuours,' 1 

. : Thenacter is contained inthe twonext verſes. 


7 Verſe 24, O e ſomple ener; bow long will ye lozr fimplicitie , 
and ſcorners delight in.ſcorning,and fooles hate knowledge ? 


Hi: beginneth the matter of Wiſedomes ſpeech and di- 
:Kretion, which confifteth- of an expoſtulation in this 
yerſe,and ofan exhortation:in the next. :' {41 

_ the po with whom 
4 . 2 hedealerh; 0h 
; an the exp RarOn nor Fahy my = nnatng ws for which 
ſhe blameth them. . 
- Of perſons three ſorts are reprehended: the firſt: are the 
ſeeple, ſuch as are void of ſound iudgement and ynderſtan- 
on and therefore readie and eafie to bee peruerted,as it is 


ſaid in another place,The ſimple beleeneth every thing, " Pron.1441 5 


- The: ſecond are ſcorners , ſuch as being {cr to doe. euill, 
—_ deride, and difdaine. all micanes vſcd to reclaime 
them, | FI 

+» The third arefooles;who are poyſoned with peſtilent opi- 
nions, and corrupted: with.wicked courſes of life and beha- 
VIOUr 6.124! oat og ont ariene; x if 
-. The faulrtswherewith ſhe obbraideth them, are the habires 
of-cuillin them), asof /implicitie.in the ſimple : of ſcorning in 
the ſcorners : of. fooliſhnes in the fooles, whereof:ſhe conuin- 
ee5h-chem by. twolarguments: one, that: they are. obſtinate, 
and perfift in them, which is intended in how long ? the orhes, 
that their hearts and affeRions were poſſeſſed with them, in + 
that they /owedthe ſame,and delightedthercin,and bated tobe 
curedofthem, | ry | | 


Verſe : 


14 Provrenns. Chapr. 


| Verſe 23. Tane y0u at my correGtion, bebeld I will powre 
out my ſpirit unto. $08, a0 make yow onder/tand wy words, 
Iſedome hauing ſearched into their ſore, and diſco- 


V uered the ſame-vnto.them, doth now apply aplaifter 
which may heale it: andafter aſharp rebuke for, their former 
follie and contempt, ſhe preſcribeth remedie for the time to 
come, by faithful counfell, with an exkertation': wherein may 
Fir thedutic that is to be performed, 
be obſerued,4 Secondly, the motiues that ſhould induce 
them to.it. 

The dutic to be performed is repentanceand reformation, 
which ſhe calleth turning, by afimilitude: taken cither from 
rraucHers, that haue gone: the wrong way, and muſt come 
back againe,or from-ſeruants,or children,or ſouldiers, which 
baue run away from: their gouernours,and ſo yndone them- 
ſelues. 

The morines are two : the former is from that ſharpnes 
whichthe Lord had'yſed toward them; either by rebukes or 
chaſtifements : and the latter fromthar kindnefle which hee 
. would ſhew-ynto. them, the promiſe whereof is noted with 
'the word of obſemation, Behold, as intending athing'admi- 
rable:and worthic tobe looked vpon of all::avd'ſo indeed are 
the things promiſed, the effefts of his kindnes, as namely hee 
would beſtow: his-fprrie ypon them, and gifts'and' praces of 
theboly Ghoſt, and that nor'ſparingly andina'tmall quanti- 
tie, bur plentifully,and in great abundance, as rich fountaines 
eaufe rheirwaters:to boyle out;\(for ſo doth the wordſggni- 
fie) and more: particularly hee:/promiſeth to emiendodhcs 
miade;withtheſauing knowledge of his holic will, which-is 
_— and fruite of theſpirit, thaz-ſhalbbo powred ypor 


- Verſe 24 For 401H0b: as. Ical, buryterofuſe,F firerch 6s 


wine hand,but none regardeth: vN 
Verſe 
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Prxovunds, 
Verſe v5. But jedleſpife all my counſel, ani will wowe of wy 
corroftion. | 


Fine Wiſtdome'hath perſwaded wicked men to'te- 
JL 4A penance, by expoſtulations,exhortations, and prothi- 
ſes : now ſhe declarerh the miſerable eftace of wilfillperſons, 
with comminations,menaces,and threatnings. | | 

The indgement rhat fhe denouneerh-apaioſt them, 4s t1d 
teſſechen deſtruQion it ſelfe, which is ſhewed bythe eve of 
it, in rheſe two verſes, and by the grieyoutnes of it, in' the 
three next, | 

The cauſe is obſtinacie and peructſenes, whereof ſhe con- 
uinceth them, partly by her benignitie'atu kinde dealing 
rowardsthern,and partly TID ingratitude, and cont 
tuous behauiour towards her : ſhe calleth them by way of in- 
uirement,to be partakers of her graces: ſheffrercherb ont her 
hands vnto them : bat they refafed to hearken and yeeld o- 
bediencers her voyce: nwne of thems rep arde4the teflimbnics 
and tokensof her fauour : rhey deſprſea, ler tixupht by and de. 
rided her connſetl, thoſe wholeſome ptecepts #hd admiont- 
tions which ſhe gaue yntb them, ard would wane of buy rov- 
reftions, they were wearie'of her rebukes attdchallifements,: 
but not amended bytlitm. - wk 


w— 


Verſe 26. I will alſo lengh #t your calumitie , ani mocke 
when-your feare cometh, © ' | 

Verſe 27. hm your feare bormimerh like an horvible deſole- 
Hon, and your deftruffion approcheth as # whifle-wihde : whine 
affliction and anguiſh ſhall tome vpon you: Hacks 

Verſe 28. Then hey ſhall call upon me,but I will ugt heare, 


they ſhall ſeehe me earely,but they ſhall not finite wie. i 
T* cadfe of their miſbric having been expreſſed in the 


. premiſles,the grieuouſnes thereofis in theſe words' &t. 
ſcribed: as firſt that they ſhall be comforcleſle, and helpleſle, 
the Lord Thewing himſelfe righteovſly ynmercifull to the 
in 'Ptrghang at them and ſcornivy them : nor that there is fn 
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-bythe name of feare, andiitis ſaid to. come like an horrible. de- 
folation : the word properly fignifieth a furious breach of any 
thing , breaking and ouerthrowing whatſocuer it meeteth 
With : and it is; compared to a whirle-winde, which commerth 
ſuddenly and with great vialence,not onely blowing yp duſt, 
and chafte, and light-matter, but blowing downe oftentimes 
.trees,and houſes, and Rrong buildings,” - 
. , Thirdly,the. effeRts whichit will worke.ſhall give teftimo- 
nic ſufficient of the ſharpnesof Gods. praceedings againſt 
them: for that, cheir hearts ſhall-be Elled with affliction, ;and 
:# . anguiſh, and their. tongues ſhall be' compelled through ex- 
"oo .tremitie>of zorment. and danger to crie to him, whom. they 
3 - haue, contemned, bur, ro,no purpoſe, and without ſuccefie.: 

for he will »ot anſwere them, - $a: ranttheir requeſts, but 


_- will reflifie his wrath, and increaſe their ſorrow, by denying 
Er he things they.pray, for ::yea the. greatnes.of their diſtrefle 
Fo ſhall lors them to ſeeke him earely, very diligently and 
be .carcfully,chey ſhalt ſpare no paines, = ſhall breake their 


fleepes inthe morning, and yet ſhall not finde him gracious 
and mercifull ro them incheir grictes andperplexitics. © * 


"Verſe 2 9. Becauſe they hated knowledge, and did not chuſe 
the feare of the Lord. | an 4 
«!-Vienſe30. They world none of my connſell, but deififed all 
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cauſe them to bee ſo fearcfully plagued. And in reckoning 
them vp; hebcyinnech'wiiherharwherewith heeendedirithe 
expoſtulation, their hatrelofknowledge: and. whereas he yp= 
braided them with refuſall of wiſdomes gratious offers, and 
that they regarded them not, heemakethir good by this, that 
theywhoſe net the feare of the Lord, they wouldnor leardeto 
bereligious and godly; when meancs andoppottunitics were 
miniftred vntothem.And before itwas ſaid yntothem, ye hane 
deſpiſed allmy connſell,and would noxe of my correttion; hereic 
is fd of them, they would none of my. connſelt, but bane deſpi= 
fed zitmy correios; the ſenſe isthe fame though the words be 


atvaricd, 1: 


 Verſ.3r. Therefore ſhall they eate of the fruit of their owne, 
and be filled with their owne denices. 


THe former two verſes contained a rehearfall of the com- 

& plaint, and this a renewing of the threatning, wherein he 
declareth their deftruQion tobee iuſt; andaccording to their 
owne deſerts, by a fimilitude inchis manner: even as it isc- 
quall rhat planters or plowmen:ſhould eate of the fiuit-or 
you which they haue-nouriſhed or ſowne; and laboured 
or, eſpecially if rhey haue encreaſed much fruir, or ſowne 
much corne,ortaken much paines, that then they ſhould bee 
partakers of the labours of their hands more plentifully: ſo 
Randeth it with the righteouſneſle of God to giueto theſe 
any 3 AuD yIY, An of their owne way, chatis, taſte of 
that ſorrow and confuſion which their difſoluteliues and ſro» 
ward hearts doe duly demerit. And bee filled with their owne 
dexices; albeit they could never make an end of inuenting arid 
raRiſng that which is cuill, yet they ſhall bee ſaredarlaſt, 
ſurchaxged with the cffefsrherof.,Such fulnes of ſhame; 
griefe, deſperation,and all manner of rorment, that they ſhall 
feelethem(ſclues ouerburthened therewith,as is the ſtomacke, 
whenitis opprefied with too much meate, and made ficke by 
aſurfeic- ny ougbas orgcle lo ng lowrngh 3 | 
nt rin 40 30 noifiu fob io lltnnq to 170 19s Leh 
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rs Proven. Chap.r. 
- ' Verſ.32.: For the tarning away of the ſimple flaieth thew: 
and the profperitie of oder froth oben Bt tt 
m_ former part of this verſe, is amenedto the preniifles, 
> both as anexplication-anld confirmation of.the fame: 
forwhat'are the waies which ſimple ones (1hatis, ſuchas'baue 
not diſcretion to get knowledge,when it is offered) ſhall eate 
the fraite of their turning away, their wilfull refuſall of wiſe- 
domes infliuQtions, which they will teicher learne,nor obey, 
nor with any liking fo much as looke rowards : and what are 
the fruites which ſuch ſinfull waies doe cauſe thoſe fimple id+ 
iors to cate of? death and damnation : they fy them : if us 
bring not violence ypon their bodies, yet they bring bot 
body and ſoule to perdition for euer. The latter part preuen- 
teth an obieRion that might be made, and often is, againſt 
this and the former ſentences of wiſtedome :Doth contemp= 
tuous turning away lay the ſimple? and doe defpiſers cate 
the fruites of their owne waies? how commeth it to paſſe 
then, that of all others they commonly thriue beſi,and few 
arc found ſo proſperous, and in ſo goodefiate as they? The 
 anfſwere is made that tbe profperitie of feoles ſhall deſtroy them, 
. both in haftning their iudgements, and making it the more 


grieuous : and ſo ſtoppeth nor, but furthereth the executions 
of wiſedomes threatnings, 


Verſ.; Jo But he that obereth we ſbal dwel ſafely from frare 
of enill. | | 


| ans yomus. own is amplified, and ſo ſhut vp by the con» 
./trary, thamely the behaviour and conditionof the godly 
altogether oppoſite to that of the fimple ones, ſcorners, and 
fooles, formerly deſcribed : for theſe here commended, de- 
fpife notwiſedome,norturne away from her,but hearken at- 
rentiuely,andyeeld obedience vnto her : and therefore they 
liue not in danger of death, of plagues and puniſhmenrs, bue 
dwell ſafely, are out of perill of deſtruQion, or of any —_, 
., | 4 thoug 


4 | | | 

Ferſe t« Paovins i 
quiet from ſeare of #xill, not onely toeulll' ir ſelte, ſuch as 
would be noiſome and pernicious, ſhall affray them, but nor 
ſo muchas a ſuſpition and dread of it ſhall goe to his heaxr, 
eo diſmay him. Yet hecauſe no man canperfeRtly obey wiſe- *Y 
dome in allchings,the beſt in their infirmitics are ſometimes 
perplexed and troubled with doubts; bur neuer ſubdued, or 
vtrerly diſcouraged by them. See chap.10.yerf.9. 
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': CHAPTER: I. 


LE O— — 


Verſe 1, ty ſonne, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide 


Hewiſedome and ſpirit of Godhauing denoun- 
Y ced moſt fearfull and yaauoidable iudgements 
againſt obſtinate coremners, doth leaue them, 
14.9 and commeth now to teach and incourage 
ace. ſuch as will berraQable : whork in this chap- 

cer hee affiſterh iparrly bypreceprs, pteſctibing the: duties 
which they arc toperforine,andpartly by promiſes,afſuring 
them of the good ſuccefſe, which they ſhall norfaile to finde. 
The duties are ſet downe generally in this fiiſt verſe, and 
moze. particularhyin-chree-next following, 
The generall dutie is to giue due intertainment to Gods 
holy meſlages firſt by receining his words,not onely to heare 
them when they are graciouſly rendered, bur gladly and wil- 
lingly embrace themwith yiiderſtanding, and ſo to be affe- 
Qed and mouctd:in heart withithe power of them,as to defire 
and cndeuourtto pbey them, medchen by hiding his comman- 
dement:rokeepe them cartfilly-being receiued, which is ex- 
preſſed andmadelightiome by acompariſontaken from the 
charinefſe of men, in preſerving of their moncy, their iewels, 


Loy 


| | exonghcelſcrharis precious vntothem®for ſuch things'they, 


i victuriplipcaſebgandthetpechomrndertocke apd key rat 
they be Se ehhetand beguiledefchein, 
21) C3 cr16 
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Proynnns®! Chap. t\ 


AO 
_ Verſe 2-, Audcanſathine nares toheatkern towiſdom jand ins 
cline thine hegrt tounderſtandang, (0 he ns on 


-T*He particular dutjes-are:the exerciſe of theſe- meanes; 
Tobey browladgrand grace isgbtaived:: which bes 
ing fourc in umber, x9u9 are;coprajnedinthis vette; andcih 
the third, andthe laſtinzhe fourth, . Theformer:ofthe tiuwip 
the atter.tion of the'eare, not hearing onely bur hearkening, 
and diligent heed taking, to that which is ſpoken, making the 
earet6attend and hearken. The latter inplace, though firſt 
in order, is the defire 6ftheſoule, which-metaphorically, and 
by a compariſon-from-corporall ſubſtances, hee*callerh the 
bowing ofthe heart, the inforcing of it by the helpe of the 
ſpirit, to bereligiouſly affeRedat Gods ſacred ordinances, 


. : Verſe 2.. Teaifthos calleſt' for miſdome, ani. liftef vp thy 
vojcefor underſtanding. | 1 GR] 

MT*Q the two former duties, he conditioneth with them to 
_& adioyne athird, ifrhey;would availe to'get grace, and 
that is prayer ; the manner whereof is pteſcribed in the words 
of crying andiifting vp of voyce, importing the feruency of it, 
that ir ought to be ardent and earneſt, IG 


Verſe 4. If thou ſerks her as fluer,audſearch for her, as for 
bid treaſures... .';- i 16 a2 2i gin 1352 21 


T= fourth meanes is here laſtly prefcribed, that ſtudy 
_ & andinduſtry be vſed, by reading,hearing,conferring,and 
meditating, &c,[Andthis is {ct:fortb by a compariſon, 4s wen 
dig for ſileer, even with, as much: paines;/ great:cofteurhe 
afteion,and conftant comituancethereiritiiiweave found 
it,cuen as the worldly man doth; for filuer-or:gald; or. any 
treaſure which is hid in ſome cloſe, Rrong apdfecter placeyias 
inthe, ground gr withina wall, whether, men'catinor;come; 
bur by toile andgreaclabous : andyttnotinippdibletebee 
compaſſed by painesgaking. Nye od bas baddotion 0 py 
oO Is : Verſe 


\ 
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\Verſes, | Thew PO Aran the feare of the Lord, 
nd finde the hnowledg of God. 


A Fer the preceps andinftruQionsfolloweth the promiſe 
of good ſucceſiero cuery one whichis traRtable to ob- 
ſerte theſe conditionspropoſed; beſbaltnderfland the feare 
of the Lerd, his heartand canſciencefhallexperimentally bee 
acquainted withtrue piety andreligion,and ſoundly a ſea- 
foned with an A and made iudicious in the 
ſcriptures, and doQtrines of faith : ſo that he ſhall be well able 

to diſcerne betweene light and darknes :betweene truth and 


eedors, Inumeaſureconigertactor his laluation, 


Verſe 6, For the Lord ; wiſdom , out of bis month 
commeth knowledge and wn wn 


"ONEIEns are added fora double yſe, as well-cobe a 
confirmation of the promiſe, as an amplification ofthar 
excellent gift which. is.promiſed, and they aptly ferue-for 


both. For (touching the former) how ſhould they which in 


due manner ſeeke wiſdome miſe of it, ſeeing that he which 


Incourageth themiro.labourfor ir with affurance- of ,obtai= 


ning it,is he which bath the diſpoſing of it,and that is /ebhowah 
himlelfe,theerernall , vnchangeable, and alſufficient,who can 


eafily worke it with a word, asthe _ + harem impor- 
'xeth, euro bis month commerh wndey «naing, Thut is b = 
bleffing, ir being-im a:bortowed ſpeech aſcribed to 


which properly dongeth to man, who commonly —_ 


their =_ romiſes and appointments! by the words of their 
$ 


in like manner. © (though the Lord beinga fpiric hath 


mourt 


no'vſcofmouth, or other corporallmembers;. aud beingom- 
"Hi parents will carrict powerenou gh, witboue thehelpe 


. efron 
| yy yr line by breadlovly, bus by enery word that pro- 
A eatdoma 


yerfor our'w hapacicp hoo which he effeu- 
on -lokindared roche ts of his words,as Mat4, 


. geedetd apr of 1 438, Ox of the mombaf 
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2% PrxovanEs Che a, 
the moſt high proceedeth not euill and good? Tonah 2.10. And 
the Lord ſpake vnto the oiand ir caſt ©þ: Jonah vpop the aric 
lard, And touching the latter,namelythe ——_— ;Wha- 
ſocuer ſhal heedfully attend to the purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt, 
may cuiderirlyperceiie char wiſedomeivinthis yerſe,andthe 
rwo next extolled and fer forth bycheccauſe, the glorious and 
bounrifull auchorchereof:dndimchereſt that follows come» 
mended by theeffeds;cliefmygular and admirable fruices ofic, 
The author wee ſee isthe Lord /ehonahghc onely original, 
perfeR, abſolute, urdeternalt being, and that out of his moſt 
gracious mouth itproceedeth. * 3b | 


Verſe 7. Hebath Laid vj w7%e fabihance for the righteous; 
be is 4 ſhield to them that walke vprightly. 
* Verſe 8, That they may keepe the paths of equitiz : andheo 


preſerneth the way of his Samts. . " 


Fn: had occaſion fpealte of Gods beneficence, in 
L Lbeftowing thartdinine andcceleftiall gift of wiſedome,he 
proceedeth furtherto inlarge his praiſcs, for the cffeQs of his 
I. The ſpeciall fauours which hee ſhew- 
goodnefle;where-)-- eth. Pit 
may be ftored ;/ a o what manner-of perſons they doe 
|; lon . | 

Thefauours here err are, prouifiorrand proteftion, 
The former whereof is ſer foorth by a ſimilitude from proui- 
dent fathers, who-take care for their children, and notpnely 
maintainethem with foode; andottier neceſlaries; while they 
are young, bur carefully get,and lay yp to make them a/ftook, 
when they come to age: So; and: better dealeth'the Lord for 
his ſonnes and daughters: for whereas men gather corruptible 
"goods fortheirs,whichmanyzimes come to nothing andchey 
'Haue no yſeof them, bee bideth: char iwbich iis 6 being (ae 
word fignifieth)for his» they -ſhallbe-ſure toitnioy ahe | 
fie of it ; the rreaſures of grace; oy, and-glorie, ard lafely're- 
eruedfor them: The latter isof ewo ſorts; the one corporall 


'Soncerninghe-ouryardmabyes ſafctio frombydily cnemics, 
ks & Un 


g__— 


—  —— _ — 


Yaſe9. \ PRownnES: © 23 
and extctnall dangers, which is alſo declared by a borrowed 
ſpeech;he being called a ſhield; that will interceprallnoiſome 
Takeo practiſes, that-none of them ſhall light ypon his 
people,to hurt them; though for cheirtriall, humilitie,and 0- 
cher profitableyſes,they may be-afflied by them. The other 
Is ſpirituall concerning the inward man, as ſafetie from ſine, 
and S2tan, and apoſtalie;ahat norwithftanding, by theſe ene- 
mies ofthe ſoule,theyare in perill either to be mifled through 
craft, ortobeethruftout of the right way, through violence, 
yet they ſhall epe #he paths of equitie; they ſhall perſeuere, 
and proceede in theiryertuous courſes, And why? For hepre- 
ſerneth their way,he doth as it were eſtabliſh and gard themin 
their weldoing by his'grace, from the force and power of their 
owne corruptions, and the diuels temptations, and wicked 
mens cuillcounſels;and the worlds allurements, yea hee dire- 
Reth, and by his prouidence proſpereth the purpoſes, words, 
aRions,and the whole courſe of their liues. Now he deſcri- 
beth thoſe, for whom this prouifion is made, and to whom 
; thisproteRion pertaineth diuerſly : firſt from their truth and 
finceritie, calling them righteous ones. Secondly, from their 
haly conuerſation, that they walke vprighth. Thirdly, from 
their happic eſtate, that they are the Saivts of the Lord :the 
deriuation of the Hebrew word importeth ſuch as to whom 
God ſheweth mercie, and:ſo-aremade alfo godly, and merci- 
-—qq much forthe: cauſe of wiſedome, now follow the cf- 

ects, | 


Verſ.9. Then ſhalt thou vnderſtandrighteouſues,and indge- 
went and equitic,and enery good path, 


He effe&of wiſedome, which hee here beginnethtoin- 
treate of, is the vigour and efficacie of it, whereby they 
are induced and made ableto doethat which is good, as theſe 
words declare;and become circumſpe& and cautious to ſhun 
that which is euill : as will appeareinthe ſequell of that which 
followerh; They, when thou haſt _— thine eares, & heart 
to wifedome; when thou haſt call _ wedeftntingene 


0 


thou haſt diligently ſought for ir, andfoundir, the Lord be«: 
ſowing it vpon:thee, then /oalr thow' vaderfiaxd, both know, 
& iudiciouſly cxerciſe mftice,thatwhichislawful &right;and 
tadgement,pruderice tend 9. fhjcbe 
meancth g' practical 


full and plainedcalinjg;a>dexcry geodpatk, all g 
righteouſutffe and rehgionAndtherhs a 


knowledge,avdnotattintelieQuall.onely;irmaybrefeenc by 


| Verſ.10. When wiſedome.emereth inta:thive beart, and know-- 
ledge delighteth thy ſante,') oil 0 ro non 20G 
Verſ.11. Thenſnallconnſellpreſerite thee, and undtrifanding 
ſhall keepe thee, 2029 9415=5iorg eidd-vd bog 39! 
Veri.12. Anddcliner thee from the enill ay, * >, -* 


| = Pads few words; but ery ſignificant, exprefſed the 
force of wiſedor-in conduQting &inabling men'to thar 
which-is good; he is now about to declare the vertues of it,for 
conſeruation againſt that'which is cuill: it is by a borrowed 
manner of ſpeech,or figure which wecall Proſopopeie,compa- 


redtoa-watch or guard, fuch.as Princes and: great nienare | 


wont to haueabourt them:far-thedafery af heir; perſons; and 
therefore itis ſemblably ſaidin the cleuenth yerſe, (contai« 
ning the ſumme ofall) that counſel frall preſerne thee, and v1- 
deritanding ſhall kgepe theme ; their ſoules ſhall be as ſafe by the 
pawer thereof, as the bodies ofithoſe. which baue-a.bandof 
armed men to waite ypon them, Heereunto in the tenth verſe 
he maketh a paſſage, byteaching him:-that would -receiue de- 
fence from-wiſedome, how hd muſt be prepared for it.:and af- 
terwards inthetwelfth; and thoſe tha follow, hee {pecifieth 
the principallhurtfull thiogs fram which: hee I - 
Qed. In the preparatiop are: two thingsrequired; firſt, that 
Wiſedome come not into the heal « .fo'a5 it:be a, 
or may be diſcourſed of ; bittnto the hearr,to ſeaſon _— 

P IENCE 
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Verſe $2.13. Pxovana 25 
ſcience,and thatit be ſingularly loued, which wilproduce this 
effec, thathnav/edgr ſpall delight rhe ſoule,be pleaſanc ynto it, 
as beautifull Gghtsarc tothe.cyes,according wnheproper fig- 
cificationof the word ;9r/a5 meate anddtinkearetothe huns 
ehirſticzer avy thing. which we celliſb well, in which 
ſenſe theword is alſo ſomimes vicd, as Prou.9.17, His bread 
is pledfent,coc. The huntfull things from which wiſedome will 
defend aman,are of two forts ; ſomearereall, or aQuall, as ihe 
enillway, wicked bohaviour,finfull attempts, exorbitantcour- 
ſes: ſomeare-perſarall,; as meancs and cauſes of .the former, 
andtheſe mentioned inthe latter ſtreame of the twelfth yerle, 
and more.fully-inthole that next cnlucic.,.. . - 


Verſ.13. And from the wan that ſycaketh perverſe things: 


" Alomoy' hath ſhewed the aQuall cuill, the wicked courſe 
of life, from which the louers of wiſedome ſhall bee ſhiel- 
ded. And now hee proceedeth to promiſe them fafety alſo 
from the means chereof, fuchpeſtilent perſons as yſe toentice 
and corruptothers 2. ./ - 
1. Difſalute men. 
and theſc are. - 


$44. ao f Whoriſh women; der yrs (457374 

Both which-bee deſcriberh ax large, firſt the men, and them 
by fundry effeRs,wherof cach;one asir were by ſteps ſurmoun= 
teth an other ;the firſt is their ſpeech, that my ſpeake pernerſe 
things, tendipgtothe diſhonour of God, andthe peruerting 
of mcn,asthe ragtand original ofthe word importeth, 


| Valſa3.: Aud from thew that leave the paths of righteouſ- 
weſſe,towalke in the paths of darkeneſe. 


He ſecond effet of wicked men istheir-behauviour, and 
deeds; (forill ſpeaking is euer accompanied with ill do- 
ing) and cheſe are ſer forth by an oppoſition, or compariſon. 
ontaries, whereby their courſe ot life is made more odi- 


ous; pd therefore jx1s faid, that 6bey forſake rhe parks of 1:95 
tn Wy t00nſner, 


= 
 reowſneſſe, which are alſo 
pather of darkeweſſe,which anne! 

 quity; as ifhe ſhould haue ſaid, they turne fromthe right way 
ofknowledge and obedience, which leaderh to faluarion,and 
erauell in the waies of finne towards defituRion 5 andcheir 
fault herein is ſo much the fouller, in that they | ee aftray 
by meere error,or infirmity of theirnature,asif they could not 
karne, or neuer were direRed to a better way z- but againſt 
their knowledge,and contrary to the light,they wilfully ſhun 
that good courſe which is approued of God, and conforme 
themſelues to the will of Satan, and praQiiſe that which they 
would neuer haue examined by the rule of the word: for the 
ſhine thereof would diſcouer the hideouſnefle of it, and make 
it appearc to be odious andlothſome. NC 


_ 


Verſ.14. Which retoyce indeing enill, and delight inwicked 
frowardneſſe, : # : 


Hethird property and effeR of theſe wicked tnen, isthe 
diforder of their affeions, whereby they aggrauateand 
much encreaſe the naughtineſſe of their words and aQRiens : 
for they not onely dee exil/,but reioyce therein : they cometo 
it with defire,they praRiſe it with pleaſure,atid afterwards are 
lad oftheir helliſh exploits; yea they exulc,asthe other word 
Ponifieth chey expreſle that delight which they haue takenin 
ſatisfying their luſts, cither by geſture, or countenance, or 
vyaunting,or by ſome meanes or other,and many of them glo- 
ry moſt of that, whereofthey ought to bee moſt aſhamed, as 
in wicked frowardnefſe; the word is pernerſeneſſe of eill, finfull | 


headinefſe intheir licentiousattempts wha 


Ferſe 16+  Provant 37 
nable,yetthey are refraQtarie id them, and teſolued nevertoa. 
mend, but grow werſe like reſty iades, that are'flill going 
backwards, when they ſheyld-proceeding ioniryey, Neither 
will they hearken to hit that ſhall teach therby precepr,nor 
yet be willing to follow him that ſhall lead themby example, 
butarecuery way ſo aucr{c and froward,that their Miniſter or 
beft friends cat haveno-hope or heart to'deale any furcher 
with them,byt may leauethem with a Ggb as men incurable ; 
as the Phyfitian doth him that hath the pangs of death vpon 
him, or the Surgeon ſuch a oneasis thruſt thorowthe heart, 
They are the ſame whom. inthe former” chapter-hee calleth 
ſcorners,which would none of wiſedomes counſel, but deſpi- 
ſed her correRion,&c, 


Ver. 16. 1eſoall deliver thee from the flrauge woman, from 
the ſtranger that flattereth with ber words. 


Þ. TOw followeth the ſecorid fort of perillous perſons, from 
VN which,wiſedome will defend the men thatloue her : ſhe 
will deliuer them from the euill woman,from the adulterefle, 
and all her enticements, with the fruitandend thereof, And 
work i 114,12. Cre Qualities. 
.here ſheis deſcribed by her 


8 2, EffeQs. 

.. Her qualities are,firſt,that ſhe isa firange woman,one with 
whom-thou oughteſt to have nothing to doe : for ſirange 
Randeth in, oppoſition to a mans lawfull wife; all othersin 
'that ſenſe are ſtrangers, So, other fire then that which God 
fent downe from heauen vpon thealtar, and was there conti- 
nually nouriſhed, was called irange fire ; thenſhe is ſaid to be 
aſtranger,to be reputed as a forreiner, that hath alienated her 
 felfe fromGod and his people,by ber filthy conuerſation. ' As 
therefore the Iiraclites might not marrie with women that 
were aliens,as being the daughters of Rrange gods; nomore 
oughta member of Chriſt to live company with an harlot,as 
being a3 ir were of another nation,not lanRified tothe Lord; 
Dy ns ann 2k | yea + 
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22 Provines Chaps. 
diſtant fromhim bybirth, asfaras theearthis from 


7 bei 
N, cer 
| Her leaudand finfull behaviour, | 
effefsare < The woe and miſery whereunto-ſhee bringeth 
her companions, -- + NOIEONEE 
Some part ofher misbehauiour is mentioned in this verſe, 
as her ſmoochandflartering ſpeech, whereby ſhe labourethts 
allure ynwarieantheedleſle perſons; and thett with a baite to 
briog into her ner. 7 of TITEL 


Verſ.17. Which forſaketh rhe guide of ber yonrb aud forget 
#eth the conenant of ber: God, Oo WL ILTTIIOS 


HE have we declared vnto ys the effeRs of thisftrange 
weman, her diſloyaltic and perfidious brhautiour; both 
againſt her husbandand the Lord, She forſaketh her husband 
both inaffeion and aRion, though not perhaps in bodil 
preſence,asPotiphars wife, aridthe harlot mendonedhiredd. 
ter inthe ſeventh chapterhadnior: neither do all,vor the moſt, 
bur few of them vtterly refuſe their husbands bed; notwith- 
fanding ſhelive and lie with-him, yerſhe isſaidtorelinquiſh 
bim, ifſhe keepe not her ſelfe to him onely, and hee enioy her 
wholly. Now toaggrauatethe hainouſhefſe ef the offence,Se- 
lomon deſcribeth the husband ſo wronged, by his office and 
authority, and giueth the title of guide, adding withall a cir- 
cumſtance to makethe fault appeare the fouler, thathee i rhe 
pw of her youth; even he whom ſhe firſt loued;cowhomfhee 
gave herheart,and hand, and whom God had appointed 
to her as an headand gouernour, even when ſhee was youn 
and had moſt need of direRion. Then her fiane againſt G 
is ſcrout;intharſhe hath broken her faith plighted inthe con- 
traR,and atthe marriage, andſois periured, and that againſt 
the Lord, whoſe.coucnancthis was; not onely for that he or- 
dained marriageto be encred intoby ſuch bonds and conditi- 
ons, but becauſe it wasratified, ſanRified, and eſtabliſhed by 
his ſpecial preſence,Ge with ſpecial] inuocation ypon —_— 
X E[1,19, 
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—=_ woe and miſery whereuntothe whoriſh woman doth 
bring her cuſtomers is now to be ſpoken of,and that is no 
leflatfie;bdetbradtion ithelfe >fot her boſe, the filthingſli 
miibeh4uiourin her houſe; with the tR{entranceimo fami. 
liarity with her, tewdech to dearh ;, ſomerimes of the body, and 
alwaies of the.ſoule, and her-parbes, her courſe and order of 
Jife will bring him that accompanieth;her -thereip, yato; zhe 
gdcad,totlieiſame rftate and puaſhmentwith'them, thachaue 
formerlyperiſhed inthe ſame:finnes oe! tn 2 (oe 06 


Vetſ. 19. Whoſoewer goe in to her,returne not ag aint, neither 
attaine they tothe way of lifts ud od nn nth Does 


| ; 2TH 09% AH AIG Av G19 LIULKVCVD! 

I" He puniſhment of adukery is aggraumedby.theeertainty 

of ond the wean To refoe of che; offenders, be- 
ingall almoſt in a deſperate eſtate : and therfore he ſaith,77bo« 
ſoener got in vntoher, ettwyne no$\4g4ine3none, of, war Eftate 
or condition ſoeuer, that haue familiarity, and\commirfilthi- 
'neſſe with her,eſcape without miſchiefe,and-bardly ever come 
to repentance,or 4t7aine tothe way of life, reforme themſclues, 
and take a better courſe of life,that they might be faued. And 
ſo.theſe wardsare for the preuention of that, wonted obie Ai- 
on oppeſcdagainidrebukes and threaivings forxhis long, we 
will repene and helpc: all; Bucrwhe doth.ſo Clanh the-holy 
Ghoſt) nance that gee in to her returne againe, that is, very few:: 
for it is-an hyperbolicall, and comparative {pcech;; as if hee 
ſhould] haue ſaid; there are, nopeits ſpeake of,4har, xeſorme 
theinſclids, in compariſanrofithe multitude of: them; which 
cont 


inveimpetitet yno-deathand are damnede This man- 
nerof ſpeaking isfiequent inthe. Scriptures... No mer calleth 
for initice,no mar wderh forphagrmih, Elfer59-4% Tyre ts 
Nonribargaliuetireganthy name nevhes thus Pinrg'h pp bunelts 
26 rake tanfdieftber, Blac6 417i by ahencd and no 
ſicker phtraemet reproted bimaf by ee daofe ping the 
—"_— . A 
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go Paovrnss, ; .\'Chape3, 
bow hv? cer etbaibno inter bro 
ro thebattell, Ierem,$.9. 

Verſ. 20, That thoumaieft walkgin thewey f, good wen and 
keope the parberof be inft, 


He vertue of ailioms hiribeen conmtdedtis the 

- proteQien and defence which it ycelderh againſt wicked 
waies,and Gnfallpeople,which now be amplifieth by the con- 
trary, ſhewing the benefit of ic for direRion to good waies, 
and the example andiſociety of godly perſons, as will beethe 
better perceined, if thou looke backe ro'the twelfth and thire 
reenth verſes,and annex chis vnto them in'thismanner: /: ſoul 
deliner thee frow the emill may, andfrom the man that ſpeaketh 
froward things and from thew that leane the wares of right eonſ- 
meſſe,towalke in the waies of darkeneſſt : that thou maieft walke in 
the waies of good men, and heepe thewaies of the reghteons; that 
is, bee conuetfant with them, and conforme thy ſeife to their 
honeſt and holy behaviour: 


- Verſiat. For theriphteans ſbulldweb ox rerrb end the 
So ei Hh right 
> Veerſ;2 2, Burthe wicked ſhall bocet of frow. the earth, aud 
the tranſgreſſors foallbe pluck out of it. 


Ere have we the concluſion of the precedent diſcourls, 
&. Lconfienting it firſtbyche kiadnefſe of God; in way of 
promiſe vnto theigood, andthen byhis:comcrary.iadgements, 
in way ofchreatniog vatorhe euill. Touching cheformer,he 
faith,that rhe 1957 ſhall dwell in the earth, bee proteRted intime 
of petill, when others periſſhy,and they and theirs fall beefiai- 
blitied@long as is goodforchemandenioyaltuebblefſi 
of this life avwill doe them good. But ckrwicked foul 
vr off from the cav1h; the yengece of od ſhallonerturne 
rheirperſpageftatcs, andpoſteri 


Verſes» Proven. $1 
pit:ſceme ſo; yerinderd ir ivnothing 
fox Far:while thbydine bero.tho whole carth is theirs; wi 
the vie ofithiwforuerthe Lord feeth irgood to put them to 
« ſpicitualldiec,and keeperh them forſurſciting of cxerſſe, the 
derties 40:fie chem for their heavenly! aheritance : and when 
chey are tabqnartay by death; they botrauſlaed'roimmorts. 
liticand glaric. Whereasthe wicked/enioy' thar little, or thee 
much which they have, as vſurpers and theeues doe an houſe, 
whichthey haue broken inco and keepe for a few houres, vneil. 
the officers. come and apprehend then, andthers arethey cat 
into prifan;or led yea execution,theyare eieRted with a wit- 
neſſc,and cat into perpetuallmiſerie; 7 th) 010 47 
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C1. 6 [46552 il itt 20090009 [iorbfin 22 
= Yerſe 1. M4 ſonne, forget not thew wy law but kertby brars 
heepe my commandements. | | 


N this Chapter the: ſpiri of Godproe eeederh to perſwade | 
Its —— conſtionable obſervation, ty ron 
| _». Cx. By exbortations. 


of his word;and that he ns annexed ſeueral- 


laces, | 
; ; The exbortations are of two forts: one is generall, requi- 
ring an-exacareofal Gods aw; the'others are more ſpecial, 
contaiting an vnfoldeddeeharacion'cf fandrictibries, 

The firlt we liaue intheſefirſt words; wherein'we may cori- 
fder, firſt, the perſons ro whom: hee ſpeaketh, Secondly, the 
counſcilwhichhedeliverech, 1 CS Rong. 
-2:The peivſons; are allifanhfalblreders, or bearers, ts whoin- 
without pantiblicy-edieerichis ſpeech, as ifitywere dutone 


mag. 


-32 - PxovereY. ay PF: 
. mat,andhe moſt deare yore bimjaridtberfbredsufore; os 

; againe,and afitrwards; be vitthothed rb nakberof 

25if hehould fay, Ir is nor ancentmicchatdealeth = 
norabarefriend,nora maſter 10 his ſeruatit, nor a Kingto his 

py Prmrer wrt hint erdonteloo 
co theaus 

abeeyhear oi OR Yr NAG So, 7" 
is ed Refi 2 fp onorci men wot my __ neither ſaf- 


fer my dodttinets memory,ncither be ynmind= 
full co. puttin; practi 2 precept, but let thy heart 
heepe my.co 1,ger any nerf 


—_ _ 
embrace them with vprightnes,and good: | 


. Verſe 2. For they fhall-adde unto thee lengthof daies, and 
Jeerecof life, andpeteed 1 01 
"TT penerall precept for fairhfull keeping of Gods, come 
ynandements hath anample proniiſe annexed vnro it of a 
long life, and comfortable eſtate. For: "97 00> RE law _ 
precept remembred,and obeyed, ſhall adde vnto thee —_ 
daies rDg meaneth, gotthat « bp ermes; and-.times whicht 
Lord hath (es falls Kngadeed, hs bucas hee hathprefineda 
long life to any pfhis people, ſo hath he ordained itto be the 
reward of their obedience. Aud peace,wadfare;and profperity, 
ſo farreasis ſafe and googiforghee, and corrupteth nor thy 
kearc-with, pride,vaine.confidenee; fergtrfiilnofGod, 'and 
dearh,and immederztr loue efthe worlds If ary man except 
againſitheſe words -asxnrrug, or: improbable, becauſe many 
good men liucin trouble,and dye in their youth, lephim con+ 
figer that the obedience ofthe odlyis:noc full, butin part, 
aad lr relogedtines margile, i ig are nipde 
partake 55 of 1uyvardthings:! andibebdunte adderthar chepros 
miſes rouching outward. | thi $\2te-riot abſoline, and fimple, 
but conditional, andthe Lord giuing his children in heauen 
eternitic,and complete happineſſe, doth verific- all his] ptomi- 


nich.aduanzage, And it pleaſe ith m $ Welpe=- 
Gig wag theirgogd,to ſhorren thietace clit ſs 


—_— 


ly louerh. Sometimes, leſt they ſhould bee. corrupted in the 
world,as that ſeemeth to beeone cauſe why /eroboams good 
fonne was taken away ſo ſoone; Sometimes leſt they ſhould 
ſee the cuilsto come : and therefore that worthie oſiah was 
called to his reſt before the calamities that ſhortly after en- 
ſued. Sometimes the wicked world ynworthie of them and 
ynkind ynco them, is iuftly puniſhed by hauing them taken a- 
way fromthem. And for all this, notwithſiandin they liue 
neuer ſo ſhort atime, yet haue they the /ergth of ako, radey 
day being a whole day vnto them, the Sunne of comfort, and 
of Gods tauour ariſing ypon themearly inthe morning, and 
ſhining vpon them brighter and brighter without any going 
downe, Sommer fruite may be as ripe as the winter fruicte,and 
yet gathered many weekes,or ſome moneths before it, 


Verſe 3. Let not mercie andiruth forſake thee : binde thens 
on thy necke,and write them vpon the table of thy heart. 
Afﬀe the generall precept,he preſcribeth eſpeciall duties, 

yet ſuch as are of large extent,and containe vnder them 
very many particulars :for by wercie he meaneth all good of< 
fices towards man; and by tr=th, faith, or faithfulnes, he vn- 
derfiandeth all good duties which wee owe'to God, Which 
appeareth to bee ſo, becauſe theſe being propounded in this 
yerſe are handled more art largein the chapter, the latrer in 
the former place, and the former in the ſecond, after the man- 
ner of the Hebrewes. Now theſe graces he requireth as care- 
fully ro be kepr,as prouidently ——— ng that they 
forſake vs not, ſpeaking by an hypallagy,he giueth vs a caucat, 
that we forſake not them, and withall noteth how readie they 
are (through our corruption) to bee gone fromvs. And the 
_ great difficultie of retaining them, and therefore inthe next 
words he requireth that we ſhould binde them to or necks, 
that is, looke well ro them,and keepethem' ſafe,and rye them 
faſt, as men doetheir chaines,or coſtly Iewels which they vſe 
for their delight, andornaments : and withall ro write rhews on 


the table of our beart, that is, alway to remember them, and 
D thinke 
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34  Prnovunny __ Chop.3, 
thinke on them,ſprake of them, and doe them, as we vſe to ſet 
downe in our tables thoſe things whereof we would keepe a 
preciſe memorandum. 


; Verſe 4. So ſhatt thox finde favonr, and good vnderſianding 
in the fight of God,and mas. 


T2 former precept hath this pramiſe annexed ynto it for 
areaſon : wherein rwo things are promiſed: the firſt is, 
that by obſeruation of that holy aduice,or commandementr, a 
man ſhall finde, that is, obtaine comfort, favoxx, loue, liking, 
and good acceptation : theother is, he ſhall finde good vuder- 
ſtanding , whereby is meant good ſucceſſe, or any ſuch bleſ- 
ſings, whereby vnderſtanding is rewarded: for heere'is the 
cauſe put for theefte&, And both theſe are faid to bee before 
God,and man, that is, God will be gracious to ſuch,and man 
will bee friendly, God will giue them the fruite, and recom- 
pence of their vnderſtanding, and cauſe their good eſtateto 
teſtifie their wiſedome,euen ſuch as hee doth approoue of, and 
man ſhall be witnefſe of the ſame. Where now may be ſeene 
how pertinently the promiſe performed doth anſwere to ths 
precept obeyed, He that by the truth is ſeruiceable ro God, 
and likewiſe by mercic is profitable to man, ſhall inde fawowr 
and honour both with God, and man, 


Verſe 5. Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and leane 
wot to thine owne wiſedome. | 


Hu in the precept laſt befere, commended to vs the 
conſtant poſlefſion,or rather vs vnto the faithfull cuſto- 
die of mercie, and thereby all righteouſhes required inthe ſe- 
cond table, and :r«th, the quinteſſence of the firſt, he begin- 
reth with the latter, declaring certaine particuler duties, and 
benefics of pictie,to. the ſeuen and twentieth verſt, andthen 
intreateth of the former, Inthe firſt place bee perſwadethto 
traſt and put confidence in God, which is areſting,and repo 
fipg our felues on him,and his. Tb SRL for 
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Verſe 5. ProvEnss: 35 
deliucrance from all cuill things, and the fruition of all good 
things needfull for vs touching this life, andthat ro come. And 
hereof hee preſcribeth the manner, thatic bee with che whote 
heart,conftant,ftable,firme,and well fixed, without wavering 
or diffidence :for he would not haue his ſufficiencie or fidg)i- 
ty tobe ſuſpeRed,or called into queſtion. Neither isthis all, 
butmuch heed muſt alſo be taken chat the heart bee not diui- 
ded,partly depending vypon the Lord, and hoping for helpe 
from him,and partly relying ypon other meanes, and putting 
affiance in they, Loue is communicable to creatures,ſo that it 
be in an inferiour place, and feare alſo if irbee ſubordinate ro 
the feare of him, & agreeableto his ordinance ; but confidence 
is annexed to his imperial crown,and referuedpecnhiarly vnto 
himſelfe. And therforche ſetteth it forth here by the contrary, 
oppoling vnto it ones owne wiſedome; that is to ſay, wit 
andpolicic, whereby a man is able to ſhift, and make prouift- 
on for himſclfe in all caſes; and naming one fleſhly tay, hee 
meanethall of like nature, axwealth, worthineſle, ſtrength, 
friends,and innumerable ochers,morethen can perricularly be: 
recounted. And his admonition is, that we /:ave nor vnto that 
one,or any of the reſt, taking the ſimilitude from aged, or im- 
potent perſons, who commir the weight ofcheir bodies to the 
firength of their ſtaffe;ifirbee ſound and ſtfrong enough, they' 
 arevypholdenby ir,and'ftandfaſt; ifir be rotren, cracke,or roo 
{mall,they fall coche ground with tbe breach of the fame: or 
from houſes or edificeswhichare ſupported by pillars, which 
being firme,doe beare vp the roofe and whole bailding; bur: 
they being weake and infufficient, downe commeth all. And 
ſach is-the {tare ofthoſe which either vtterly renounceall af- 
fiance in God,& berake themſclues wholly to worldly helpes, 
orelſe truſt that hee will eſtabliſh them on the one ſide, and 
their awne props made of reeds and wheat trawes, ſhall ed- 


faftly yupholdibem onthe other. It isas good for a foundation 
to bee laidakopgetheronthe ſand, 2s partly on theffand, and 
= Ota » and anthouſe to bee withour burrraſfes on 

b fides, if ivhaue nothing to ſuſtaine it, but ruinous walles 
onthe one. -: - 31.05 (is, | | i 8 Abos 30 OP 
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Verſe 6. In allthy waies acknowledge him, and he ſhall dire 


thy waies, 

N:o truſt he requireth knowledge to be adioyned, which 
V is the ynderſianding,and apprehenſion of his will, and of 
his word,andthis is declared by the vic and exerciſe of it, and 
that by the ſubiets, and thoſe by their extent and largenes, 
The exerciſe of knowledge is anacknowledgement that pro- 
fcſſion be made of him,with ſeruice done vnto him. The ſub. 
ies thereof are the waies of inen, the whole paſſage of their 
life,their ations which they performe, the words which they 
viter,and the cogitations which they conceiue, The extent of 
the ſame 15 expreſſed by the nore of vniuerſalitie, a//: nothing 
is to bee done, nothing is to be ſpoken,nothing isto be ima- 
gined or thought of,contrary to therules thereof. To this hee 
addeth a ſecond ergument,taken from the benefit and proſpe- 


rous euent of this knowing and acknowledging ofhim,he ſhall 


dire thy workes, and thy words, and purpoſes, by him thou 
ſhall be informed what is lawfull,and whac is volawfull, what 
is holy,and what is finfull, what is vſcfull, and what is hurtfull, 
what is moſt ſeaſonable, and what is out of ſeaſon : by him 
thy heart ſhall bee inclined to make choice of that which is 
bet}, and ro refuſe that which is vnfitting: by him thou ſhale 
be aſſifted to performe thy aQions, and vtrer thy ſpeeches in 
ſuch manner, as ſhall be moſt acceptable to him, and profita- 
ble to thy fclfe and others, 


Verſe 7. Be not wiſe in thine owne eyes, but feare the Lord, 
and depart from enill, 


A Thirdprecepr hee giueth to feare the Lord,whijchisto 
A ſubiethy ſelfe vnto him,and to ftand in reuerent awe 
of him : for his truth, iuſtice, greatnes, goodnes, omniſcience, 
and ubiquitie : and becauſe of his holy word, his glorious as 
and righteous iudgement, And hereunto he maketh a way by 
xemouall of that which is again it,and an impediment ynto 
F- | a, 
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Verſes. Pxovenss. 37 
it, which is ſelfe-liking. Be not wiſe in thine owne ezes :thar'is, 
bee not conceited, and haue no opinion ofthine owne wiſe- 
dome. Ir is aborrowed ſpeech, wherein theeftimation of the 
minde is comparedto the aſpeAs ofthe fteare, accordingto 
other texts of Scripture, Pſal.101.6. Hine eyes ſhall be tothe 
faithful of the lazd : that is; I will much regard them: and 
Ifai.66.verſ.2.To him will Hoekg cuen to him that is poore; 
and of a contrite ſpirit :that is, I will declare my fauour, and 
good acceptance, and miniſter comfort and helpe ro him, 
Now by this one, he forbiddeth all proud thoughts, and ima- 
ginations of ones ſelfe, for what reſpeCt ſocuer, For an hie 
minde,and loftie conceit of amans ewne excellencie will ne- 
uer agree with the true feare of God, whichis cuermoreioy= 
ned with the fight of thine owne vilenes. And this grace "a 
ſetteth notably foorth by a worthic cffcR of it, the departure 
from enill,and rhar confiiech partly in auoiding the baitesof | 
it,that wee bee notinſnared therewith, and fall into it :and 
pry in breaking off finne(wherein we haue formerly liued) 

y ſound repentance, and reformation: and ſetting it downe 
indefinitly hee vnderſtandeth all-kinde of wickednefle, as of 
heart,of at,oftongue,ofany ſenſe, ofany member,and is the 
ſame in ſenſe with that which the Apoſile exprefleth in other 


termes,Let vs elewſe our ſelnes from all filthineſſe of fleſh; and 2.Cor.7.t. 


ſpirit. 


bones 


"T2 promiſe is added, not onelyto the precept immedi- 
ately foregoing it; but to thoſe alſo inthe fifth and fixth 
verſes, which require an abſolute dependance onthe Lord,as 
this laſt doth an holy dread of him, with « diſclaime of their 
owne wiſedome,and an abandoning ef all vitious behauiour. 
The reward promiſed is a good and comfortable eftate,if noc 
conſpi maintaine —_— plenty, andabundance, 
yet ſectetly,andin an hidden —_—_ _— 
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Verſ, 8. So ſhall bealth bee to thy naucll, and marrow to thy Shikkui, 


lJob,21434- 


Luke 1 2+ 


38 Provanns. Chad.3. 
riſhed wich effeQuall ſufficiencie, And this he alligoticallyre- 
ſembleth to the condition ef aninfant, which inthe wombe 
receiueth nouriſhment at the nauell, whereby it enioyeth con- 
tinuance of life, breath, health,and growth; & aſter it is borne 
by che milke which it Geckos, nnd the food that is miniſtred 
yato it; the bones arerepleniſhed with moiſtnefle,that is,mar- 
row{ by a metaphor taken from the moiſture of the earth, 
which Redech the roots of plants with nouriture,and they the 
Rocke,or Remme, and branches, with ſap.) 

This marrow of the bones proueth the body to be in health, 
and good liking ; as /#b deſcribeth:the welfare of a man by the 
ſame note, ſaying, Hu breaiF: are fullof milks,and his bones run 
follofmarrow, And this ſimilicude very- aptly beficteth the 
matter in hand,and preuenteth ſuch exceptions asfleſhly men 
mighttake againſt the former precepts. For if we nothing re- 
lie on our wiſedome, but vtterly relinquiſh the eſtimation of 
it(faith carnallreaſon) howcan we. auoide penuric ? 


For men would ſoohe bee ſtarved for all their faith and holi- 


nefle, if they had no forecaſt to relicue themſclues withall. 
Which thing corrupt ſenſe alſo ſeemeth co ceofirme, and 
vypbraideth vs with the poverty and needof many, which will 
not liucby their wits,nor bee opinionate thereof, which will 


- not ſhift for themſclues indireAly, ue doe fears the Lord, and 


depart from eill.Doe not we ſee(ſaith it)diuers of them. quite 
deſtitute of lands,or liuing,ftocke,or ſtore,or any thing before 
band to keepe themſclues 2ad their families 2 what be theythe 


better for their humility, deuetion, and mortification? The 


fallacie of both theſe,as well of ſenſelefle ſenſe, as of vnreaſo- 


nable reaſon is deteGted, and confined of the holy Ghoſt by 
thisclegant fimilitude, What wiſedoreor policic hath the 
babe new'/borne to make: ſhift for it; felfe 2 and yet thebo- 
dy.of xrhriueth.as well as the thrifty ;busbaods ſpoken. of in 
theGoſpell;and wholookerh tothe child inthe wambe-o 
what ſubſtance hathielyingby-t maiataineit? Nay, itharh 
potſo muchasthe yieiof amouth-ro receiue. meat, ormilke, 
TRT's 01 c 
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therich mans barnes full of corne did not better relieue 


+> xg Gods prouidence,or ordinance doth this poore em- 
| brion., | tv « 


| Vetſ. 9, Henowr the Lord with thy riches,and with the thiefe 


of thy renennes, 


Ly opoſed certaine of the principall parts of piety, 
as confidence in God,8c,heteachetheuery man how to 
beſtow and employ the ſame in any condition of life, accor- 
ding as he ſhall finde himſelfe either bleſſed, or croſſed by the 
hand of the Lord; and therefore in this verſe teacheth him 
howto vſe proſperity ; andin the next ſauc one, howto beare 
aduerſity. Touching the former,he commandeth to hoyour the 
Lordwith his riches ; not only by diſcharging ſuch levies,rates, 
and neceſſarie dues as are required athis nands, for the main=- 
tenance of his miniſtery,and the meanes of his ſeruice; bur al- 
ſobya frankeand free contribution, for the furtherance of 
true religion,and: Gods holy worſhip, as they were bound to 
pay tithes,and firſt fruites, and taught to bring free-will offe- 
rings,& voluntarie ablations.Now the thingsto be conſecra- 
red he ſetreth forth, firſt, by the quality, that they be notthings 
vile,baſe,and of no yalue,andas it were the refuſe of their ſu 
ftancc, butthe choyce,chiefe and principall thereof: the per- 
formance of whichis commendcd in Abe/, whom Moſes re- Gen.z.,. 
rted to have offered of the fat of the catte!]: andthe default 
ercofis muchtaxedinthe Iewes by Mealachy, ſaying : Tow 
offer vncleans bread on my altar,and ye /a1, Wherein haye we pol» Mal.r.7.8.14. 
Inted thee? In that ye ſay, The table of the Lordi nottobe re- 
garded, Andifye offer the blood for a ſacrifice, ts it not enill? and 
ifye offer the lame, and /iche, is it not exill? offer it tothy Prince, 
will be be content with it, ſaith the Lord of bo#ls? But curſed be 
the deceiner, which bath in bis flocke amale, and offereth tothe 
Lord a corrupt thing, 2-1 + 
Secondly,by the generality of kinds, that they dedicatets 
Godpartof ul their profits, whether it be of the croppe of the 
ground, or of the fruites of the trees, or of the cartell of the 
| D 4 flocke, 
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flocke,orof whatſotuerother commodities doe accrew ynto' 


them, And though riches be onely here ſpecified, yet aro all 
other endowments tothe ſame purpoſe to bee deſtinated,and 
after the ſame manner tobe ved; as credit, authority,ftrength, 

knowledge,cloquence,cunnipg,and other good pifrs bod of 
grace and nature. (EIT 

 Verſ, 10, So ſhall thy barnes be filedwith abundance,axd thy 


wine preſſe runne oner with new wine, 


A Nd becauſe God cannot bee well honoured with riches 
without charges,and nocharges preſſe a carnall heartſo 

hard as thoſe that are beſt expended; hee therefore encoura» 
geth vs to beſtow thiscoſt,and that with a promiſe of greater 
gaine, which hehyperbolically awplificth; & with an holy ex- 
celſive kind of ſpeech : his meaning is,that we ſhall be ſo farre 
from being impoueriſhed by this coſt,as that contrariwiſe we 
ſhall bee enriched by the ſame, the blefling of God being ſo 
great ypon our labour,as that wee ſhall haue as mach corne as 
our barnes and granaries can containe; and wine in ſuch abun« 
dance,as that our wine prefles,tubs,and other veſſels ſhall run 
ouer with plentie, or all other commoeditics proportionable 
and equiualent ynto thoſe two, And though thefe things 
ſhould faile to riſe to ſuch a quantity;yet this promiſe doth 
neuer faile of verity and truth, foras much as lefſe meaſure of 
earthly poſſeſſions may oftentimes be of greater yſe, and much 
more for comfort and contentment. The wiſedome of God 
ſeeth in this argument apregnancie, and aptneſle to induce 
men to obey the exhortation + and therefore he putteth itas a 
forcible weapon into the hand of faith,for the ſuppreflion and 
keeping vnder of diffidence,which cauſeth ſo much grudging 
and reftrainednefſe, moſt men thinking all to bee loſtthatis 
wcll beſtowed : whereas if they could apprehend, and foreſee 
the gaine that will redound vnto them, and: the profit they 
ſhalreceivie,they would eftecmebenificence,and large expen- 
ces diſcreetly laid out for good vies, tobeethechicte paint of 
thrift,and all good husbandrie : and they may well know,that 


when 
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whentheirbarnes,wine preſſes, ſhops, Rore-houſes;chambers, 
coffers; treaſuries, fields and paſtures are repleniſhed with all 
Kore, plenty,and furniture belonging ſeuerally vatothem ; yet 
they haue not therein attained vnto the fulneſle of their 
wealth,nor beſt of their ſubſtance. For theſe earthly richesare 
promiſed and giuen. onely as pledges and pawnes of more 
worthfull poſſeſſions, cuen celeſtiall treaſures, and inheri- 
FAances. 


Verſ. 11. 12. My ſonne, deſpiſe not the chaflening of the 
Lord, neither be weary of his correfttion, For whom the Lord lo- 


weth, he correfteth, enen a: a father the ſonne in Whom he de- 
lighteth, 


"J. FE haue ſcene how, and for what cauſe God is tobee 
VV in the ſtate of proſperity, whence hee paſſeth 
to another point, teaching vs ſubmiſlively, and patiently to- 
yceld to his words,and the ſtripes of his hands in the ſtate of 
aduerfitie, And this he doth by way ofa (Prolepſis) after this 
manner, Obje#, Notwithſtanding all the wealth, and abun- 
dance with other kindes, and degrees of felicitie promiſed to 
them that feare the.Lord, and dedicate themfſclues, and that 
which they haue ynto his ſeruice; yet experience ſheweth that 
none are more afflited with pottertie, and other crofles, then 
ſuch as are moſt deuoted to him, being willing to depart with 
any thing for his ſake.. A»ſw. We finde this to be true indeed, 
in all ages and places it fo falles out; howbeit the afflitions 
which they ſuſtaine are not puniſhments comming from the 
wrath of God to their NES chaſlizements from his loue, 
and laid ypon them for their good : whereupon he exhorteth 
to beare them cccontogls leans aprecept, and backing 
the ſame with reaſons." The precept containethtwo rules mo- 
nitorie, direed tothe-ſonnes of wiſedome, which are fruitfull 
readers, attentiue heaters, and embracers of her: the firſt js, 
that they. deſpiſe not correition,viz. that they make not light 
account of it, as they doe who will not take notice of any 
fcokes, or iudgements:that light ypon them; or if they ops 
{:aiÞoq touched: 


Exod 6.7.8, 
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couched with the feeling thereof, they impure the ſame either 
to fortune or deftinie, or aſcribe all ro inferiour and ſubordi- 
nate cauſes, and turne their eyes from beholding the hand of 
him that iriketh,and from the fight of their owne fins, which 
by due deſert haue cauſed themſelues to be ſmitten : and as 
they doe who (notwithſtanding they feele the ſmart of the 
rod,and cannot bur ſee the iuſtice of God therein) areyet be- 
come ſenſelefle and obdurate, without godly ſorrow, with- 
out godly ſhame, without godly feare, ar d without all godly 
remorſe and humiliation : and as they doe who ſeeme to bee 
ſomewhat affrighted,and for a rime deieQted with griefe, and 
humilitic,yetproceed not to reformation of their vicious be- 
hauiour: and as they who in extremitie of miſeric reforme 
ſome part of their misbehauiour, and ſeeme for atime peni- 
tent,and yery contrite for their offences; yet when the cala- 
mitic is paſſed ouer,and they are freed from puniſhment and 
perill, they returne like the dogge to his vomit, and liue as 
1mpiouſly,as impurely,and as ynrightcouſly, as cuer they did 
in former time:fo then this is to deſpiſe correRion, not to bee 
_— by it, by making ſome good and profitable yſc 
of ir, 

The other rule is, to auoide another extremitie of being 
wearie of his sorreftion,viz.when men be diſcouraged at their 
afflitions,when they languiſh and faint ynder the burthenof 


-them : for that produceth many pernitious cfteQs, thereby 


they are diſabled from all good leruices,they cannot be indu- 
Krious in their ſeuerall callings with any cheercfulnes : they 
cannot pray with any comfort, they cannot giue thankes to 
God with any yrs they cannot embrace the word with 
good attention,nor meditate in it with any delight. Wereade 
in Exedus that the Lord ſent a gracious meſſage vnto his peo- 
ple,ſaying, [will take you for my people, and will be your God, 
and you ſhall know that 1 the Lord your God Willbring youfrom 
the burthens of the Egyptians. eAnd I will brmg you imathe 
land,which I ſware I would gine 10 Abraham,and to Iſaac and 
10 Tacob and will gine it you for apoſſeſſion : So Moſes toldthe 
#bildren of Iſrael thus : but with what ſucceffe, the —_—_ 
| tellet 
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tellethys, they hearkened not to voyces for anguiſh of ſþivit, and 

crack bondage, Hence ghar» anc. _ mur- 
murings, grieuous ama? of ac: of men againſtthemſclues: as 

that Ged abhorrerh them, as damnable hypocrites, reprobares, 

and caſt awayes : that there will neuerbe an end of their miſe- 

ries, and troubles, that they ſhall not be able to beare them 

long, but falldowne ynder them with deſperation. Hence pro- 

ceeds indireR ſeeking of helpe, vntimely,and ynconſcionably, 

and after a ſhifring manner. Such cuents are not onely ordi- 

naty intheſe dayes, but haue bin ancient in formertimes, and 

that amongſthe deareſt of Gods owne ſervants, ſuch as were 

Tob, and Jeremiah, whoſe diſcouraged hearts, drew their 1h, ,,, 
tongues to paſſionate ſpeeches, _— the day of their birth, ler.3.14. 
and the newstellers thereof, with ſundry imprecations againſt 
themſclues,and their innocent friends:and as were the afflited 

Saints in thetime of the Prophets complaining after this ſort: 

The Lord bath for ſakgn we, and my God hath forgotten me : Iſai.49.14. 
and after this, CM ffrength avd mine hope © pay 6 from the Lam.3.8. 
Lord. And as was Daxids crying out in his haſte, that aImer 

were {yar;,ſceming to taxe Samnel among thereſt, thatthere 

was no truth inany, no not in him, noreuenthen when inthe 

name ofthe Lord-het aflured him of their kingdome. And 
thereforein his diftruſtfulnes concluding thar ar one time or 

other, he ſhould dye by the hands of Saw/,he fled out of Ifrael 

into Paleſtina, frem the Church of God to the heathen, where 

be was driuen to miſerable perplexity,to ſhew divers vncome- 1,Sam.11.11, 
ly tricks, and to play ſuch parts as were altogether ynſeemely. 

r his profefſion, place and perſon, The reaſons whereby he 
iociterh mento indure afflitions without contempt, or dif 
couragement, are two : the firſtis, the principall efficient, the 
Lord himaſelte, whois to be cncedinis leaſt of his workes : 
yea-in his word, and who; hath. awhole forreſt of rods to. 
ſcourgevs withall, ifweproficnoebyfewer, or ſmaller; which 
if we well confidered; we would Roope ar the leaft, and feare 
arthe fiſt ſhaking of his hand ar ys, For to contemne his- 
chaſtiſements is £0 deſpiſe himſcife, and to cauſe himto loſe = 
his laboig in nt!xering of vs. For we efteeme it a ligne of 

{40 graccleſneſſe 


Japhik, 
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graceleſnefſe for a childe' beaten by his father not to ſhed 
reares, ſo farre as ofttimes it draweth teares from his fathers 
eyes: cuen ſo much moreitargueth want of grace in vs, if we 
melt not when weare correQed by God himſelfe, 

The ſecond reaſon, and that which is to confirme the heart 
with patience,is the mouing cauſe,together with the formall, 
the fauour and goodneſſe of God inducing himto inflit cha- 
Riſements, that hee bee notdriuen to execute yergeance and 
puniſhments. And this is cleered by a compariſon of the like 


_ dealing of a father with. his childe, who doth not beate his 


ſonne to kill him, but to correR him: not to breake alegge; 
or an arme,bur his ſtubborne hart :not to make him runne a» 
way,but to cauſe him toreturne to a berter minde,and to bet- 
ter bchauiour : andin a word,not becauſe hee hateth him, but 
becauſc he beateth a ſingular loue ynto him, 


Verſe 13. Bleſſed is the man that findeth wiſedome, and the 
man that getteth underſtanding. I 


rthe performance of the former duties hee preſcriberh 

the moſt effeQuall meanes,vsz., the vertue, and knowledge 

of Gods holy word, which hee calleth by the name of wiſe- 
dome,the commendation whereof hee ſerteth foorth by ſun= 
dric arguments,and illuſtrations, And in the firſt place he pro=- 
poſeth a large,and notable effeR, the confluence and marrow 
of manyefteRs,the felicitic, and happiec eſtate of thoſe ypon 
whom it is conferred. And this hee declareth by an Epiphone- 
24,or acclamation, to theend to rauiſh our mindes with the 
excellencie of it. Bleſſed is the man (faith he)oh how bleſled is 
the man that findeth true wiſedome, which diſcerneth whatit 
is,and wherein it conliſteth, and accordingly valueth ir as a 
thing moſt admirable, rare, and precious: aud the man that 
getteth wnderſianding,which by diligent crauaile:in the Scrip- 
tures, and profitable yſc of Gods ſacred minifterie obtaineth 
ſoundnes of judgement, vprightnes of heart,and a good con- 
ſcience, as farre as he is able to conforme himſelfe rothe will 
of the Lord, in belecuing his promiſes, andobeyinghiscom= 
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mandements. The word which wee tranflate (getteth) ſigni. 
fieth to draw;or fetch out, being borrowed from ſuch as work 
in mines, who diggeinthecarth,and from thence bring forth 
gold,or filuer,or other metrals, Ti 


Verſe 14.15. For the merchandize of it is better then the 
merchandize of ſiluer : and the _ thereof better then fine 
gold, She is more pretions then rubies : andall things that thox 
canit defire,are not to be compared to her. 


HE: maketh good his poſition by compariſons : firſt, me- 
;taphorically equalizing wiſedome with gainfull com- 
modiries: it is not like ro-dead ſtuffe, orwares which will - 
lie ypona chapmans hand without vent, or vtterance,but it is 
a merchandize that is vendible, and as good as readie money, 
Secondly,he giueth a precedencie ynto it,and preferreth it be= 
fore pretious treaſures, and ſuch as are had in eſtimation, 
whereof hee miaketh a ſpeciall enumeration of three, cuery 
one excelling other. The firſt is filuer : the ſecond is gold. 
berter then that : the third pretious Rones, which are ricker 
then both, and addeth a_ fourth more generall, and compre- 
hendsthe former,andall other things of like ſort, whatſoever 
is defirable, or men-can ſer their hearts ypon. For God be. 
ſtoweth theſe treaſures ypon his enemies, and wiſdome vpon 
his friends, and children only : theſe treafures are ofearthly 
matter, but wiſcdome .is.celeſtiall and-heauenly : theſe crea- 
ſures are vncertaine: and:of no conrinuance; but wiſedome is 
conftent,andeuerlaſting: theſe treaſures are many times hurt- 
full, and pernicious both ro ſoule and body ; but wiſedome 
onely vſctull and profitable : theſe treaſures arc fugitiue, and 
leaue a man at his death, when he hath moſt need of comforts 
but wiſedome then ftdndethto:him, and miniftreth then moſt 
conſolation to his conſcience: theſe treafures procure no fa« 
uour before the iudgement feate of God; but wiſedome 
bringerh then acceptation and glarie. 


Verſe 
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Verſ. 16. Length of daies is in ber right hand, and in ber left 
hand honour and riches, | 


| Terk the general effets of wiſedome he deſcendeth to her 
ſpirituall benefits, which are parts of that blefled eſtate be- 
fore propounded, and proues that it is better then gold and 
filuer,and other deleQable things, in that it is the cauſe and 
principall meanes whereby good men obtaine the fruition of 
them,and ſome ofthem are external bleſſings, & concerne the 
outward man,and theſe are contained in this verſe : ſome are 
internall,and concerne the inward man, and theſewe ſhalfind 
inthe two next, And here hee vſeth an clegant Proſopopeie, 
aſcribing to wiſdome the perſon ofa wealthy Lady, or boun- 
tifull woman, who is neuer empty handed, but hathalwaies 
princely gifts in a readinefle to beſtow ypon her ſauovrites, 
and followers, and amongft which that which is firſt mentio= 
ned, is morethenany potentate, or all creatures are ablets 
giue ; and that is, /evgth of daies, ora long life, whereof the 
greateft plenty of earthly. commodities are appurtenances, 
and attendants, Andthis ſhe ever granteth with limitations: 
if ir ftand with the good welfare ot her friends: if it inableth 
them tobe ſcruiccableto their maker, andprofitable ro their 
brethren,andthbrifty for the encreaſe of-their owne happinies: 
if it detaine them not too long from their erernall reſt, and 
- ſence of their Sauiour, andthe enioyment of immortall 

leſſednefle. * Honewy ſoratimes, and to ſome perſons, digni. 
ties;tittes and preferments,and alwaics ynto all, a reterent c- 
Nimation, inthe heares, and-by the teſtimony of the godly, 
ynto whom their graces appeare: yea the very wicked doe 
feare them,and Rand indreadofrhem; according to that ſay= 
ing of CHiceh,They ſhall be iike a young Liovemorg the flocks 
of ſkeepe. And albeie the rongues 'of rhdledolatemen be come 
mooaly preſt to traduce both them and choir waies, yetmany, 
of thoſe thatare moſt depraued may truly ſay with the Apeſile 
Panl; We approne onr ſeltetto enery mans conference the ſight 
of God, Wee might bring the yngodly mens owne behauiour 
; in 
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in their extremities for cleere confirmation of this : whoſe 
prayers doe many ofthem ſooner crave when they are in ter- 
rours? whoſe counſels doe they more willingly aske in di- 
firefſes? whoſe care and fidelity doe they more ſecurely de- 
 pend yponfor their children, and their eſtates, when death will 

permit them no longer to managetheir affaires? do not theſe 
things argue that they repute them to bee holy,to bee wiſe, to 
be righteous, faithfull and truſtic ? And can this good opinion 
bee had of them without honour? yet all haue not this inlike 
meaſure,nor attaineto this forthwith ſo ſoone as they enter- 
taine wiſedome.: forthe yertues of many lie hidden for a time, 

& appearenot to the world, but through the virulent tongues. 

of ſome,they and theiraQionsare miſdeemed,and hardly cen- 

ſured of others,and manyareperſwaded indeed that they are 

grieuous offenders whom God approueth to bee faithfull and 

faultlefſe : but this is not a perperuall infamie,ncithet ſhall it 

alway cleaue ynto them. For God will notfaile in due timeto 

cleere their innocency according tohispromiſc inthe Pſalme, 
ſaying : Commit thy way unto the Lord truſt in him, aud bee ſhall Pſal. 37.5.6; 
bring it to paſſe. He ſhallbring forth thy righteouſneſſe as the light, 

and thy indgement as the nooneday, Andin the ſame verity the 

Apoſtle fully agreeth with the Prophet,though he apply itto 

an other purpoſe, when by oppoſition of contraries heefaith ; 

Sowve mens ſins are open before hand, and goe before vnts indge- 1,Tim. 5.24.25, 
went ; but ſome mens ſinnes follow after, Likewiſe alſo good works 

_ manifeit before hand, and they that are otherwiſe cannot bee 

1a. 

And to honour he adioyneth riches, whereof though wiſ- 
domes enemies be alfo partakers, and that in abundance, yet 
are they not made equall therin with her friends and ſervants : 
for they are nogboth enriched with the ſame hand, neither are 
they given the for the ſame cauſe, neither doe they enioy 
the fruit and benefit of them in the ſame maner, Iris the hand 
of Godsprouidence that miniftreth to the wicked, and itis 
the hand of his'fauour and kindnefle-that miniftreth to the 
pod'y. And it is not by way of extenuation called a /eft hard, 

ut onely to declare that ke is liberal with the one, as well 
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with the other,hee bleflcth the righteous with them, as with 
ornaments and rewards , for a recumpence of their ſervice, 
but he curſeth the wicked therewith as with gyues and ſnafes 
for a puniſhment of their ſinnes : the righteous have true right 
in them,and good vie of them,and found comfort with them: 
but the wicked are vſurpers,and therefore puniſhable for their 
intruſion,and they either halfe ſtarve themſclues through nige 

rdize, orelſe glut themſclues with volupruonſaefſe, or are 

led with toilefull troubles, ſorrowes, enuiesfeares, and ma- 
nifold vexations; by all which it appearcth thatthe wealth of 
the godly is the peculiar gifture of wiſedome,and yet not ſuch 
asis communicated to all: for it will bee burdenous to ſome, 
and dangerousto others,by raiſing vp their minds with pride, 
or drawing downe their affeions to.the world, by meanes 
whereof they ſhould haue lefſe communion with Chriſt, or 

articipation of his heauenly riches, and therefore be will nor 
bh too heauic load on them that cannot well beare ir,nor fate 
them with ouer much who are ſo ſubie& to ſurphers, but flin- 
terhand dieteth them, asparents doe their children, and yer 
they ſhall be ſure to bee prouided for with enough, and freed 
from the perill of want and penurie. 


Verſ.17. Her waies are waies of pleaſantneſſe; and all her 
pathes are peace. | 


IN the premiſes were ſpecified the bleſſings which wiſdome 
bringeth to the ourward man; and in this preſent ſentence 
arc added certaine defireable. graces which it worketh in the 
inward man, as thart it refreſheth the heart with ſweer de- 
light and joyfulnefle, eftabliſheth the conſcience with peace 
and tranquility,which he ſcemeth to n—_— preuention 
of the exception that corrupt fleſh and blodPis aptto take, 
and the quarrels which it is wont to picke againſt Gods holy 
wiſedome,asthat itispainefull,and requireth mere labour and 
trauell, yea and the obedience toit is ſower and bitter, deny- 
ing vsthe delights that others haue,requiring more ftrit and 
auſtere behauiour then others yſc ; and this is nor —_ 

es 
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wakes life yppeaceable without reft and quietneſſe, by procu- 
ring many moleſtationsand mens (There is no ſuch matter 
of tediouſnefſe;and refileſhes,( faith he) for her waier, viz. the 
worke and duties which ſhep ſcribeth(ir being a borrowed 
yu taken from trauellers': , for etſery Cod Tlie wellper- 
ormedis a ſtep towards heanen, and a proceeding towards 
endlefſe blifſe and happineſle) are waies of pleaſure, viz. mini= 
fter much ſpirituall ioy,and deleQationto the ſoule of a rege- 
nerate man, notwithttanding they bee very diſtaſifull co cor- 


tnature: as is auerredby our Saviour, ſaying ; Tike yy Mie.r. 6 , 


Joke won you, and learne of me; for I am meeke and lowly, and ye 
ſralt finde reft toyour ſoutes ; for my yoke is eaſie; and my burthewr 
light : andallo by Saint John flatly,andin plaine termes deny- 

ing that his commandements are gricuous. And alher parhes 
are peace ; all that Chriſtian conuerſation which ſhee appoints 
and direQs her attendants to walke in,tendeth to the comfort 
of their hearts by the aſſurance of favour 8nd lovets 
them : for their Fncere obedienceisan infallible reftirmouy of 
their ſound faith, and that apprehendeth Gods juſtice to be fa» 
tisfied by Chriſt,and ſo their finnes to be remitted: and ſo the 
Lord to be reconciled,and fo their fierce and vnquied conſci= 
ence tobe pacified, And this is aprecable tothoſe holy fay- 
ings of the Apofile: Being inFtified 
God threugh onr Lord efus C wy .by Whom alſo've have acceſſt 
by faith into this grace wherein we ſkand,and rejojer inthe hope of 


the glory of God, 6. Thekingdome of God is not meate and Roms 


pit but righteonſueſſe and peace , and ion in the oy 


Vaſis. She omeforrbenhm lg hell on ber: w_ 
bappic is enery one that retameth her. 


He laft and largeſt fpirituall bleflin ng which ina 
brings, he hath reſcruedeo the laſt place, for the knitting 
of all,and thatis everlaſting life, and allthe fulnefle of feli- 
I infirumene; and p ge of our 
FR 16 loſt in «Ade | 
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madelightſome by a;fimilitude. of the tree of life planted in 
the widdeft of Paradife,which-was to our fiR parents a ſacra- 
ment ofcterna)llife, She.gor. anely reftoreth ysto this happie 
condition, butalſq canſerveth. and keepeth vs inthe ſame; as 
poereih bythe profjoilemader9che Hirbſyl!, jn the Royelgs 
tonof Saintloby, 7.0 bim that. auercommeth 1 will gine ts cate 
of the tree of life, which ts. im the muddeil of the Paradiſe of God. 
Whereas contrariwile, {dem being once ouercome was ex- 
cluded,and kepr out of Paradiſe, that hee ſhould never after- 
wards taſt.of that ſacramencall tree. And as this divine wiſe- 
dome.is {o effetuall ro chem that lay hold on her; ſo itis ne 
leſfe fruirfull inthem,it frutifieth often, yea contiovally, and 
ſendeth forth great variety of Chriſtian vertues; and therfore 
it is ſaid inthe Apocalyps, that this tree bearerh rwelue mavner 
of fruits, andyeelderb ber fruit exery meverh, Hereupon he con- 
gludeth that which he firſt exponnded, that ſhe doth conferre 
bappinrfle,and make menblefſed, bur withall he .poterh who 
thoy Þee, 8nd what they doe ;.not onel ſuch as heare of her, 
ſpeake of her.qr looke vpon her, burreke boldef her : neither lo 


> watt thas is not enough)but rerajve her allo and hold her + 
iſt, ei 7, 


-; 11 Veiſ.19, The, Lordby wiſedeme bath faunded the earth, by 


endexitondingcer hack figbliſhed the beanens, \ 


 Verſ..20,, By bis knowledge the depths.gre broken vp; andibe 


_., Elogas drop downe dew. 


V Iſedome having bin iuftlypraiſedfor her great boun. 
' V. tie,and gratiouseffeRs. is here further commended, 
ang duly magaificdanseſpet of the moſt,excelleny, glariou 


w . ; $ 
and illuſtrious cauſe ofit: farigis.that WRregt Coc choveh, 
the eternall and originall of all things,is the author,who is de 


{ibed by certzive workes, wherein conſpicuouſly hee:dark 
excrgilo the awe; and theſe are.in number foure: wherof two. 


KC GUARg the creation, inthe 19,v 330d tWoconcerning 
dope by IB4hE, 20, V- 3nd acoording 2g 
Tagha bg wayl: abexeti tabs: eaobdgrede; | 
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Verſe 19.20 Pxovaenss. ST 
Touching the firſt, it is ſaid that rhe Lord by wiſedom foun- 
ded the earth : vnder which hee comprehendech the ſeas alſo. 
Which kinde of ſpeech he yſeth,nor becauſe hee hathlaid any 
thing vnder the earth, as a foundation or ground-worke, 
whereupon itis ſuſtained hke other buildings: (for it hangeth 
ypon nothing) bur to nore the ſore and ſtable Randing ofit,as 
if it had a foundation an{werable to the building. (24s 
Touching the ſecond he faith, by vnderſfanding (and as the 
word Gonifcch) aptly,andtrimly frameth,and likewiſe makes 
firme, and ſure, and ſafe from periſhing, and conſtant in the 
courſes, and reuolutions of the ſtarrie moucable ſpheres, ſo 
long as the world endureth,the heaxens,whereby hemeaneth 
that that is oner vs,the celettiall bodies, motions, and influen- 

ces,and beneath theſe, all the regions of theaire, *-—- 
Touching the third, it is ſaid, By bis knowledge the depths 
are broken vp,that is,he clauethe depths,made the fountaines 
that runne along within the earth, to cleaue aſunder, and to 
breake foorth of the bowels ofthe earth, and to runne in rhe 
channels of the ſame, andthe ſame iſſuing out of che entrailes 
of the carth, haue alſo fir currents for their courſes vpen the 
earth : for wee may ſee what meete and convenient diſcents 
are ordained for them from dalesto valleys, and from valleys 
to yalleys,from well heads they haue gutters to conuey them 
to ſmall brookes,and the ſmaller brookes runne in rilles, and 
the rilles paſſe out into greater rivers and che greatriuers have 
a ready paſſage prepared for rhem to flow into the Seq; other-= 
wiſe ſomeplaces would be ruined into bogges or fennes, and 
made ynfruitfull ; others would be drowned vp,and made vn- 
habitable,and few or none would be ſo commodious for men, 

and other creatures,as now they are, : Jy 

Touching the laſt, hee faith, The clowds drop downe dew : 
whereby he meanerh raine, andother falling moyſture of all 
ſorts, which are vapours aſcending out of the earth, to the 
end chat being diſtilled in the aire, they might returne againe 
with greater vertue to water the ground, And this isobſer= 
uable forthe manner, thar jr commerh moderatly with crops, | 

and not exceffiuely with ftreames : if he ſhould open _ win- 
: E 3 owes 


Mezimma, 


53  "Provans: © Chap3; 


dowes of heauen,and lex.it guſh dowpe; a3 hee did in. Noabs 
time,it would: drowne vp,and deſtroy all; buttrickling down 


' Inthis mildeſort,is comfortable for men, and beaſts, and pro 


ficable for corne, graſle, herbes, trees, and all kinde of plants 
both for their growth and fruitfulnes, Thus God is magni- 
fiedby his workes of creation, conſeruation,and prouidence, 
that each of thoſe is done by his wifedome, 5 | ynderftan- 
ding,coſhew his Alſufficiencie in performing his promiſe to 
them that embrace his wiſedome. 


Verſe 21. 21 ſoune,let not theſe things depart from thine 
ezes : krepe ſound wiſedome,and diſcretion. 


|= bp wee baue an application of the former diſcourſe: for 


out of the ſame hee inferreth an exhortation, or rather 
reneweth that which he had before propounded, and confir- 
meth it with freſh and fic arguments. The exhortation is de- 
liuered firſt negatiuely in the manner of acaucat, Let not them, 
either wiſedome ir {c]fe; or the reaſons broughtto require 0+ 
bedience to we ou from thine ezes,xither forgotren, or care- 
leſly negle&ed. The ſimile is either taken from Archers, which 
intentiuely aime at the marke they ſhoote at ; or from Pilots, 
or ſailers, who with all poſſible diligence labour to retaine 
the fight ofthe Lode-.ſtarre to direRtheir courſe accordingly; 
; ©... 4 $1644 7; 4311 | : 
or from wiſe trauellers who moſt heedfully marke their way, 
and therefore haue.theireyes conſtantly, ypon it, left through 
their negligencetheyſhould miſſe the "Va and wander into 
by-paths :or fromthe vſe of philaQteries, and writings of the 
CT otha edpes of their garments required 
in the Law, that they ſhould nor:onely weare them, bur with 
all heedreſpeAtihem, «1 {1 | als 106 107 
., Nexr affirmatively deepe,via,marke,and remember, fer thy 
delight vpon,andpraghſc ;letiudgement,memoxic, affeion, 
and co! ſcience retain ſound wiſedome, not humane, yaine in- 
ucntions, notthe deuices of mens braines, whichzocarnall 
reaſon ſceme glorious and. excellent, bur, char which God, 
dothinſpire,andravifie in his ogaeholy word; this becalledh 
muwgh ; «a 7 that 
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that which is true, and ſound,and ſolid matrer,as if all other 
things,cſpecially fleſhly policies ſeeme rather to be,then co be 


, v 3 - h 


33 


indeed,and rather ſhadowes,then ſubſtances. Diſcretion]The 
word fignifieth cogitation orthinking,or good aduiſement : 
for tharalthough wiſedome come from God, and bein our 
ſclues,and in our mindes; yet he would haue vs vſe our minds 
and cogitations to the attaining of it,and conſtant meditation 
afterit is attained, 


Verſe 22. So ſhall they be life to thy ſonle, and grace to thy 


wecke, 


V 


commandements,and line : and my law as the apple of thine eye. Prou.7.2, 


Neo this precept hee addeth diuers great and gracious 
promiſes for life, honour, and faferie, &c. and therefore 

faith he,So they,the wiſedome & grace of God by this mearts 
entertained, ſhall be life to thy ſoxle ſhall quicken thee in the 
inward man,and ſhall be as the ſeedes of cternall.life, anima- 
ting thy ſoule, as that doth thy body ; which without theſe is 
bur a ſpirituall carcaſe, like to a ſeuſelefſſe, liueleſſe,& ſpiritlefle 
body. For the fiate of none without grace, is better then 
that of the Gentiles, without knowledge, of whom ir is ſaid, 
that haning their underſtanding darkened, they were alienated 
from the life of God,through the ignorance that was in them,be- 
cavſe of the hardnes of therr heart, And therefore in diuers pla» 
ces we ſhall finde exhortations toembrace the word of God 
with ſound knowledge of it, vpon this ground : as, Keepe my 


AndIſai.g5.3. Incline your eares tome : heare and your ſoule 
ſhall line. 

Aud grace to thy necke ) Ornaments of honour, like to 
chaines or icwels wherewith great perſonages are wont to 
decke themſclues, as well to ſer foorth their dignities, as to 
adorre their perſons : for with both theſe are wiſedoms chil- 
dren graced: they of hie degree,being the ſonnes and daughe 


ters of God, and more honoured with i 
holy behaviour then'any other can pofſib 
gold,or any kind of jewels,though neu 


nevucr io 
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irituall graces, and 


be with filuer and 
richand coſtly:ſo 
that 


54 Proven. Chap.3, 


thatthey need not be aſhamed to come into any preſence, e- 
ſpecially of God, they need not be afraid of c6tempr, and diſ- 
grace,for good men will reverence them,though in the world 
neuer ſo poore and baſe, and none will deſpiſe them but con- 
temptible perſons, who alſo-thereby ſhall get more ſhame 
themſclues for their folly,and befilled with reproch by Gods 
righteous iudgement, X 


Verſe 23. Thon ſhalt walke in the way ſafely, and thy foote 
ſhall not ſiumble, 

Verſe 24. When thoulieft downe thou ſhalt not be afraid:yea, 
thos ſhalt lie downe,and thy ſleepe ſhall be ſweete, 


S life was promiſed as a recompence to godlinefle : and 

A after that honour as an ornament to life : ſo here is ſafe- 
tie added as an indiuiduall companionof them both, and a 
good man ſhall not faile of abroad;or at home, waking,or 
ſleeping,in the day,or in the night : abroad,and inthe day hee 
ſhall be ſo farre from ruine and mortall hurr, as that hee ſhall 
not ſo much as daſh his foote againſt a tone : at home, and 
inthe night, he ſhall cnioy ſuch freedome from feare,as that 
hee ſhall not ſo much as breake his ſleepe-for it. They (faith 
he) thou ſhalt walke in thy way ſafely,viz.thou ſhaltliuve with- 
out perill in thy whole courſe : for as it is true being literally 
taken,thatin his trauels and iourneys he ſhall from God and 
his Angels finde proteQion, ſo he ſhall alſo in all other his af- 
faires, which according to wiſedome hee ſhall walke in: for 
they are alſo called the waies of men : for ſhe ſheweth vs 
which be ſafe,and which be dangerous, and as well how to 
walke,as where to walke,procuring alſo Gods direQion, de- 
fence, and bleſſing. e-L1d thy foote ſhall not umble,vir. no 
harme ſhall befall chee whileſt thou art where thouſhouldeſt 
be,and doe that which thou oughteſt: for otherwiſe bodilie 
calamities may befall the beſt that ſhall faile of cheſe,though 
notto his deltruQion, as the caſe of the good Prophet doth 


1,King.13.24: Witnefſe, whom God'cauſed-a lion to kill for breaking 'his 


comimandements : and notwithſtanding righteous and inno- 
cent 


J 3 , S #4 
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Verſe 25. Provarss. 55 
cent men be alſo expoſed to violence,and many ſeeming hurrs, 
yer all their affli tions and ſufferings do rather confirme them 
to ſtand the faſter,then turneto be ſtumbling blockes, where. 
by they ſhall fall, z/hen chew lieft downe, and all the while thou 
keepeſt thy bed, which wiſedome will not permit to bee be> 
yond mealure, thou ſhalt vor be afraid, thou needeſt not dread 
any perill ; 7/hen thox lieft downe,thy ſleepe ſhall be ſweet, peace- 
able,comtorrable,and delighttull,as dainty food is to the taſte 
of man, while thou dependeſt on God; for the heart, that is 
refreſhed in the day withthe feeling of Gods fauour, will re- 
liſh the ſame in the night, and be ſupported with the affurance 
of his protection. Daxidconfirmes this ynto vs by his owne 


experience : Thou haFt put more gladneſſe iu my heart then when Pals 9. 


therr Corne and wine encreaſed, I will lay mee downe and ſleepe in 
peace, for thou Lord maketh me dwellin ſafety. And though Pe- 
ter knew nothing but that he ſhould be both arrained & con- 
demned to death, & likely enough alſo to be executed on the 
morrow ; yet reſting aſſured that the Lord in goodnes would 
not faile him, he ſlept ſo ſoundly in priſon and irons, vnder the 
cuſtodie of ſo many armed ſouldiers, that the Angell was dri- 
uen to ſmite him hard before he could awake him,ſolitcle was 
he troubled atthe eminent perill, whichall che people, good: 
and bad concluded that he liuedin, 


Vetrſ. 25. Be not afr aid of «ny ſudden feare, neither of the dee 
ſelation of the wicked when it commeth, 


þ 5 ſafety in the other verſe promiſed, isin this commen- 
ded,and ſhewed tobe the more defireable by that ſound 
confidence, and comfortable boldnefſe which is adioyned co 
it,being for the certainty and lawfulnefſe of it commanded by 
a precept that containeth in itthe force ofa promiſe, Bee noe 
afraid,iz, thou haſt no cauſe to feare, neither ſhalt thou bee 
perplexed with feare : and that hee will as well giue the grace 
of boldlefle to the godly, asrequirethe exerciſe of it,the Plal- 


miſt teftifieth, ſaying ; He ſpall not be afraid of enill ridings ; bis Plalx iz, 


heart u fexed,be trufteth in the Lord. And as hete, ſoinother 
| E 4 places 


56 Provarnes Chap.3. 
places we find imperatiue ſpeeches to fiand for firme ſpeeches: 
Plal.37-3- as, Truftin the Lord,doe geod,dv ell in the land, and bee fed afſu» 
redly, viz, Thou ſhalt dwell in the Jand, and not faileto bee 
fed, and haue all ſufficiency miniſtred to thee. Aﬀance, and 
holy ſecurity is ſer forth by the contrary, with the circum- - 
Rance of time, Be wot afraid, or thou ſhalt not ſeare ſudden 
feare; the deſolation of the wicked when it commeth; even then 
when perils ſhal horribly diſmay the wicked, & when plagues, 
and fearefull iudgements ſhall viterly ſweepe them away, thy 
heart ſhall bee quier and peaceable, reſting aſſured of Gods 
mercy and goodnefſe,and ſhalt be freed from the iudgements 
thatfall on them,or at leaſt be ſafe fromthe ſting thereof :no 
poyſon,no venome,no hurt ſhall proceed from them; onely ſo 
much thou ſhalt ſuffer, and bee partaker of, as ſhall make thee 
the better if thou liue, avd haſten thy happineſle if thou die, 
This amplification is of no ſmall importance, but the ſawe 
whereby other holy writers doe much magnifie the maruei- 
lous mercy of God, and the admirable-felicity of his people, 
Iob was animated with itby E/pbaz, in this manner : Hee ſhall 
Tob 5. : 9.20.21 deliner thee in ſix troubles,and in the ſewemtb,there ſoallmone enill 
comme vnto thee, In famine he ſhall redeeme thee from death,and in 
warre from the power of the ſword,. Thou ſhalt bee hid from the 
ſcourge of the tongue ; neither ſhalt thou bee afraid of defiruftion 
when it commeth, And elſewhere after this ſort : #hey other 
Tob 22.29, mMenarecaſt downe,thou ſhalt ſay,there i hfting vp, And Dawid 
infiſteth vpon the poiart at.large in one of his Pſalmes, when 
Pfal.91. 5.6.7, he ſaich : Thow ſhalt not be afraid for the terrour by night, nor for 
the arrow that flieth by day, nor for the peſtilence that walketh 
in darkeneſſe,nor for the deſtrnition that deftroyeth at noone day: 
A thouſand ſoall fall at thy ſide, and ten thouſand at thy right 
band,bat it fſoall not come neere thee, But with thine eyes thou ſhalt 
ſee the reward of the wicked, 


Verſ. 26, For the Lordſballbee for thy confidence,. and ſhall 
keepe thy foot from taking. | | | 
f Jars which he had ſpoken before by way of commande«: 

ment or promiſe, he now confumeth and makerh _ | 
y 


Verſe 27. ProvaRss. 57. 

by a ſirong and invincible argument; namely,the omnipotent; 
efficient,and worker ofthis fortitude inthe hnarteof his pe0- 

ple,and the preſeruer of their ſafety : The Lord ſhallbee for thy 
confidence, he (hall ſupport and ſuſtaine thy hope, he ſhall en- 

courage and eftabliſhthy heart,end foal keepe thy foore from te- 

king, becauſe it is an old cuſtome for the wicked to lay ſnares : 
and ſpread nets for-the feet of the godly : and as common a 

thing as for fowlers and hunters to ſet ſnares and traps for 
birds,and beaſts; therefore the Lord doth gratiouſly deliuer 

bis from being taken in the ſame, And when he himſelfe doth 

lay hisners and his grins forthe yngodly; he will moft proui- 

dently take orderthat his owne be not intangled therein, The 

like allegoric is vſed by the Prophet for this ſame purpoſe : 

Surely he ſhall deliner thee from the ſnare of the fowler, and from PA91.3. 
the noiſeme peFilence. | 


Verſ. 2 7. Wubhbold net the good from the owners theref,, when 
6 is in the power of thine band to doe it.. 


Ow Salomon preſcribetb thoſe. duties which properly. 
belong to the ſecond Table of the Law, as the former 
from the fourth verſe hitherto did tothe firſt, P 

x. Benificence, that wee bee helpefull co our 

And herein } neighbour. 
hee A ie 2. Innocencie, that we neither thinke nor do 
him hure,. | | | 

. Forour benificence or welbdoing,he would hane ys to per- 
forme as much as wee can.in this yerſe ; and as ſoone as wee 
can,and is conuenient,inthe next, He inciteth men hereunto 
by the rule of cquitie and juſtice, in that the negleR of itto 
them ro whom it ſhould bee ſhewed, is a-detaining of a due- 
from them to whom byright it belongeth. #4(hhoid not goed, 
butreadily miniſter ic,whetheriebe defence, reliefe, counſel], 
| comfort,or wharſocuer elſe is expedient and neceſlarie, from 
the owners thereof, which have deſerued it, to whom it. hath 
been promiſed, which ſtand in need of it, or to whom any way 
it belongeth,thoughnot bya civillintereR,, yer by a Conia 
' right, . 


$$ PxovanBs. Chap.3. 
right, though they cannotexaRir, yet if God haue allorred 
itto them, and call ypon thee to offer it, and out of mercy and 
kindnefle freely to beſtow it, /FpoWver be in thy hand to doe it,if 
ic and with thy ability and callin > 20e—oag alſo that thouſo 
giue-ynto one,thatthou bee not of neceflity compelled to de- 
fraud others which are neere to thee, to whom thou artmore 
bound. Thar liberality and well doing is a duty,that our poore 
diſtreſſed brethrehaue aright in it,thatthe not exerciſing of ir, 
is an vniuſt detention ofa due from them to whom it is owing, 
our Sauiour Chriſt himſelfe hath already witneſſed, Mar. 25, 
and will further make good,as all catcs ſhall heare,and al eyes 
ſhall ſee,by his laſt ſentence, and execution of the ſame at his 
rs appearance. And ifit be a fin norto relieue them that 

ein want, much more then violently, or fraudulently to rake 
or keepe ought from theright owners, though men haue ne- 
uer ſo much power in their hands to beare them outin it; and 
therefore Job durſt notlift vp his band againſt the fatherleſfle, 


-though he ſaw his helpe in the gate, »:z. though the bench, 


and the Iudge, and the Magiſtrates would haue backed, and 
maintained him in his iniuſtice... ; 


Verſ . 28, S4 wot fo thy neighbour, Goe, andcome agaime ts 
morrow, 1 will gue it thee, when thow hail it by thee. 


Ree he proued benificence tobe a neceſſary duty when 
our neighbous need requireth helpe,and our abiliry ſuffi- 
ceth royecldit, becauſe in this caſe God hath made vs fte- 
wards,and put into our hands ſomepart- of the portion which 
he hath appointed to others, and therefore in conſcience wee 
are to repute them the owners of it,and our ſelues the debtors 
till we haue madepayment thereof; and then he direRteth the 
manner ofit,thatit be ſeafonable and timely,andconſequent- 
ly that it be done willingly,and with cheretulnefſe, And this 
hee intimateth by prohibiting delaics. vnto thoſe thatare in 
preſent want, and come in hope to ſue for ſpeedy ſuccour, 
whomepitilefſe men are wontto turne away with the worth 
lefle almes of yaine breath,and guilefull promiſes, ſaying 4 Ga 


Verſe 29. ProvaERs. 59 
from me now, and come againe another time,and to morrew,here« 
after / will gave it the, Where in the firſt branch, they include 
their neighbour wich an vncomfagrable repulſe : in the ſe- 
cond,they require of him a double labour: in the third, they 
ſhake him off, andillude him: with a frivolous promiſe : for 
ſuch miſers doe ſeldome minde a morrow,or any day enſuing, 
wherein they propoſe ſeriouſly to ſhewany mercy, but onely 
make theſe ſemblances and ſhewes,thatthey might not ſceme 
profeſſedly to be churlifſh Naba/s. But ſay thar their intent is 
according totheir ſpeeches, yet what know they whether they 
ſhall live cill che morrow;or thenthey haue ought tobeftow, 
or their brethren may ever returne to receiue it, or whether 
through want of preſent reliefe,hislife,health,or ſtate miſcar- 
rienot ? And therefore ſaith Saint Paul, Whileſ# wee hae oþ- G11 5 16, 
portwnity let vs doe good to all, ſpecially to them of the howſhold of 
fanh, And it much comforted [ob in his heauie afflition,that 
he bad not ſuffered the eyes of the widowes to faile, And this is Iob.z1.16. 
the praiſe of Gods bountifull goodnefle to his people, and 
creatures, that he gineth them all therr meate in due ſeaſon, Bur Pial.145.15. 
withall the Wiſeman doth explicate his owne meaning, and 
ſheweth in what caſe he doth forbid this mannerof dimifſion 
with procraſtination :7/hen thou ha#t it by thee, if thou be able 
to farisfie him,in granting his requeſt, otherwiſe not : For ma- 
ny may doe that to morrow,which they cannot to day, and 
want meanesto performe that-now, which-in time to' come 
they may well accompliſh : and for ſuchit is not vnlawfull to 
reſerue themſclues for a fitter ſeaſon; neither will it be amiſle 
forchem to make a faithfull promiſe of their future benignity, 
both torefreſh the heart of their afflied brother with the te= 
Kimonie of.cheir loue, and co binde themſclues tothe more 
certaine performance of it. - 204, 0122072 | "_ 


Verſ.29. * Dewiſe not exill againſt thy neighbour that dvelleth * Tacharath; 

ſecarely with thee, - | +1.$1 
HY fingoroucd it to beneedfulltharwe doe all goodbf- 
ices ſeaſonably to our neighbours, hee dehorteth on the 
Sp contrary 


Micah aut. 


familiar, which dolightadin conſulting together 
©— Pg 


60 et Proverss. Chap.y. 
contrary fide from doing any iniurie to them, which in it ſelfe 
is vniuſt and finfull,and yer is made the more grieuous by cir- 
cumſtances. Asfuſt, in rgpeofthe manner thereof, if it bee 
purpoſely,and perpenſedlypraQtiſed againſt them : for ſundry 
vices doe conſpire together in that worke, as malice, craft, vo- 
luntarie iniquitic,and wilfull contempt of Gods Commande- 
ments :and hercin the principall faculties ofthe ſoule ate euil- 
ly occupied : as affeQions,wit,and mind, with the abuſe of the 
tongue, and corporall members alſo: for the word fignifieth 
ſuch induſtrie and paines taking, ſuch art and trauel,as is wont 
tobe vicdin therilling ofthe land, & plowing of the ground. 
Againſtthe hainouſnefle ofthis offcace, TMiceb denouncerh 
a iudgement,ſaying, oe be to them that imagine miſchiefe, and 
worke wickedueſſe oz their beds : wbew the morning #s light they 
prattiſeit,becauſe power is in their hand, And Eliphaz, obſerued 
it to haue beenthe bane and yndoing of many whom he char- 


geth tobeagents of, and acceffarieto their owne defiruQion | 


in this manner : / bawe ſeene,they char plow iniquity and ſow wice 
hedneſſe.reape the ſame. Secondly, it is aggrauated by the ſub 
ies, the perſons wronged, againſt whom this miſchiefe is 
plotted, thy neighbour that d\vellerh with rhee, if they bee our 
friends that depend on our loue,andreſtinan opinion of our 
faithſulneſſe towards them, or atleaſt are withour feare, that 
any vnfaithfulneſſe, trecherie, orperfidious defignes ſhould 
proceed from vs. [#deſſerareto be reckoned among the workt 
fort of people, which will both kifle a man, and betray him 
at one time, with the ſame; mouth; Nothing troubled David 
more inthe extremitie ofall his troubles, therkche indigne be= 
hauiour of Achitophel, a difſembling, fained, and counterfeite 
companion; and therefore letting paſle the open violence and 
malice ofhis profeſſed foes, hee takerhmoſtto hearr,and moſt 


bitterly complaineth of the moſt horrible falſhood of that 


moſt faithleſle hypocrite, Swreh (faith he) mine exemie did not 
defame me, for I con!d haue borne it ; neither did mine enemy exe 
alt himſelfe againit me :'But it was thow O manuy guide,and my 
went inte the 


; Verl, 30, 
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' Verſe 30. Strive not with a man withont & canſe,rif hee have 
done thee no harme, ; &he ag 
A' the praQtiſe and attempt of all hurt againR others is to- 
be avoided, according as the word exi/l-indefinitly for- 
bidden,doth implie;ſo we haue a more perticular admonition 
to take heede of.contentions, ſpecially when we be not com- 
pelled by iniuries offered, to maintaine our owne righteous 
cauſes,or to puniſh,or repreſſe ſinne inothers, but ſhall con- 
trary to loue, peace, neighbourhood, and equitie moleſt and 
diſquiet harmeleſſe and innocentperſons.. Hereby doth Eſay 
exagoeratethe tyrannie, and due puniſhment of thoſe. which 
opprefſe the Church, and Gods righteous ſeruants : Woe-to 
thee that ſpoileſt, and thon waſ? not fpoiled : and aealeſt treache- Thi, x, 
rouſly, and they dealt not treacherouſly with thee : when thos 
ſhalt ceaſe to ſpoile, thou ſhalt be ſpoiled; and when thou ſhalt 
make an end todeale treacheronſly,they ſhall deale treacheronſly 
with thee. | 
And this inhumanitie is yet more inhumane, if. they be ac- 
cuſed, and: molefied, that deſerue well at. ones hand, and haue 
their loue and kindnes requited with indignitie,and aboue al, 
if they bee purſued and oppreſſed for their graces, for their 
goodneſſe, for their ſeruices to God, and well doing, Now 
theſe words containe no warrant for priuate reuenge , or 
wreaking our anger on euery one who giveth vsiuſt occaſion 
of offence : for the aggrauation ofa greater ſinne,isnotan a 
probation ofa leſſe: it is an intollerable crueltie to vexethe 
innocent, and it is a finfull part alſo to bee reuenged on our 
faulticencmies, In the meane while no law of God nor man 
doth forbjd to expoſtulate eirher, publikly orpriuately before 
the Magiſtrate, with him. chat hath Weonge vs, yea to con- 
uince him of iniurie(ifwe bee able) prouided that it bee done 
moderatly,mildly,with hatred of finne,and that it may be re- 
—_— and in mercic to the finner that hee may bee reclai- 
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Verſe 31. Enxie not the oppreſſor, and chuſe noxe of his 


Wares. 


| | am the premiſed precepts and promiſes are the lefle 
regarded, by meanes of the hie profj perity of impious per- 
ſons that contemnethem,and ofthe deepe aducrſitic of godl) 
men which obſerue them, hee therefore in- the rand of 
this Chapter deſcribeth the contrary cftates and conditions 
of them both, not as they ſeeme vnto ſenſe, but as they now 
are,and intime ſhall appeare more plainly to be in truth, And 
hereumto he maketh a way by diflwading good men, from di- 
ſtemper,diſcouragements, and Ciſorder at the Hght of wicked 
and cruell mens Nets ſucceſſes. Ennie not the oppreſſor, 
viz. Let not the abundance,or promotion of them that are gi- 
uen to violence,inſolencie,or impierie, grieuc,or —_— thy 
hart,though ir be no cafie matter for good men to behold the 
ſame without vexation :and chuſe none of his waies be not al- 
lured by his example (how well ſocuer he ſucceedeth)to fol- 
low him in the ſame ſteps. | 
Although the ſecond clauſe be annexed tothe former, as a 
ſecond exhortation, yet it carricth the force of an argument 
fromthe eftes: becauſe this kind of emulation, if it proceed 
without controlement, is wont to worke much paſhon at the 
firt,and to draw men to imitation atthe laſt, Wherefore Da- 
#id giving the ſame caucar, doth ſceke in like manner to pre- 
uent the ſame miſchiefe. Fret not thy ſelfe for the wicked : nei= 
ther be ennions for the enill doers. Fre: not thy ſelfe, becauſe of 
the mas. that proſpereth in his way, becauſe of the man that 
brings wicked denices to paſſe. Ceaſe from anger, forſake wrath: 
Fret not thy ſelfe in any wiſe to doe enill, And whether it bee 
Dax:d, or eAſaphthat wrote the ſeuentie third Pſalme, the 
Prophet (whofocuer he was)tettifierh by his own experience, 
what force there is in bad mens proſperitic to trouble good 
mens mindes,and how perilous this rrouble is toperuert their 
waies, My feete (ſaith he) were almoſt gone : For [ was ennious 


4t the fooliſh,when 1 ſaw the proſperitie of the wicked. _ 
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Verſe 32. For the froward is an abomination to the Lird: 
and his ſecret is with the righteous. 


HE maketh it to appeare by good reaſon that there is no 
K cauſe why wicked men ſhould be enuied, nor faferie in 
conforming our ſelues to their example, foraſmuch as fro- 
ward perſons, and ſuch as peruerſely goe on intheir crueltie, 
and other wicked courſes, reieRing al admonition to the con- 
traric,are an abomitration to the Lord,abhorred extremely, and | 
perfeAly hated of him, For he ſets it downe inthe abftraQ ro H 
declare that hee baththem in full deteſtation, Ir isnor ſaid, 
they are abominable, but abomination it ſelfe, as odious as 
may be,and ſuch as are loathfome to looke ypon. CMoſes his 
ſpeech to Pharaoh doth detlare what affeRions, and effes 
the ſight of any abomimation is aptto worke : Loe, ſhakwe fa- Exod.s, 
crifice the abomination of the Egyptians before thens, and 
wot ſtone vs? Now who ſceth not the moſt lamentable caſe, 
and deſperate miſery ofthoſe with whom the Lordis fo high. 
ly offended, be their externall wealth and aduancement never 
ſo great? A Kings implacable anger bringeth downe the 
greateſt ſubics, as wretched Haman felt; and who then 
would admire him that liueth, and is like to dye in the moſt 
grieuous /5 Wy wa and indignation of the haing God? A- 
gainſt theſe he ſertethrhe ſtare of the godly,that ke baththem 
in eſtimation,and is much delighted with them, as the effeQs 
of his fauour doe ſhew, His ſecret 5s with the righteons, His 
hidden counſcls,eſpecially touching their owne Etnacionahe 
hidden and myſticallkaowledge of his will (which an naru- 
rall man cannot attaine 'ynto, as S. Pas witneſieth) is by his ;,Cor.:. 
word and ſpigit reueiled. vntothem,andſo itisnotto his erie< 
mies,orto any whom he hath nor choſen for friends, accor- 
ding to our Saviour his owne teftimonie : Henceforth I call 1ch15ox5. 
youne more [eruants, for the ſernant knoweth not what his ma. 
fer doth,but 1 call you friends. For allthmgs which I hane heard 
of my father, 1 ma''e knownt togon,;:And' the fame doth Danid 
commend. 35.28 honourable prerogatiue,, wherewith _— 
San vic 


Ral.25.14- 
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yſeth to grace his faithfull ſeruants,how meane or contemp- 


tible ſocuer they ſeeme to bein the world. The ſecret of the 


Lord is with them that feare him:and his conenant to gine them 
vrder FF andin 44 * | . 


Verſe 33. The curſe of the Lordis on the houſe of the wicked: 
but his bleſſmg on the habitation of the righteous, 


E confirmeth the former pofition by the effeQts of his 
H hatred and loue on both ſides : The carſe of the Lord, his 
plagues and iudgements are threatned, and prepared, and 
in time ſhall bee executed vpon the honſe of the wicked ; 
though ir be neuer ſo ſtately apalace, but his bleſſing, his pro= 
miſe bis grace, and good prouidence is vpor the "5 apcka of 
the righteons,though it be neuer To baſe a cottage : where, by 
houſe and habication, hee vnderftandeth the dyelling, the 
ſtate, the waies,and perſons belonging to them, | 


Verſe 34. Surely he ſcorneth the ſcorners : but gineth grace 
ro the lowly. 


_—_— former ſentences declaredthe ſcuerity of God againſt 
all kinde of finfull men ; bur inthis is ſhewed whar a ſpe- 
ciall quarrell he hach againſt iefters, ſcoffers, and mockers, at 
his word, and admonitions, thoſe helliſh Atheiſts which dee 
ride his ordinances, and ſerueth them in their kinde,both be- 
cauſe of all others they are 41:4" 2 preſumptuous, 
and none doe ſo much yilifie and deſpite him,as they doe,and 
for that they bee peſtilent and plaguie perſons, cauſing others 
alſo to thinke baſely of Gods moſt glorious and ſacred Ora- 
cles; and therefore be ſcorneth them, requiteth them their 
owne meaſure, and returneth that _ themſclues, which 
they can bur offer and attempt againſt him : they would haue 
his name tobe contemned,hee makes them and theirs to bee 
abhorred,.chey deſire to bring his worſhip into reproch,hee 
doth-fill their faces full of ſhame: hee laugheth at their ruine 


and deftruRion which is. comming vpon them :;'be laugheth 
a} 
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at their terrours, criesandrorings whenthey are intheir tor. 
ments; when they would ſeeke him,hee turneth his face from 
them; when they ftandin need of faith and repentance, hee 
keepeth it away,and witbftands them, And td theſe are op. 
humble men,which demeane themſclues in a contr 

manner : for they ſcoffe not atthe words of Gad,as theſe ſcore 
nersdoe intheir pride, but with feare and reuerence, hearken 
to it, feare and obey it, wherefote alſo they finde contrary ſuc- 
ceſſe, God teſtifying his loue vnto them, and eſpeciall regard 
of them, by working grace in their hearts, with bis holy ſpirit, 
which hath cuer been an infallible pledge of his fauour. Saine 
Tame: declareth the meanes whereby men become ſcorners, 
and thatis,by being proud ; and likewiſe teacheth after whar 
ſortthe Lord doth-ſcorne them,namely, by detaining of grace 
from them,which doth argue his hatred and diſpleaſure, and 


%. 


therefore ſo frameth he the oppoſition : Ged re/iſteth the provd Iam.4.6; 


and gives grace tothe humble, 


| Verſ.35, Thewiſe foall inberit glory but feoles dee beare away Metin, 
ſhame, Ed qt 


Ecauſe humble men are accounted oo and proud men 


wiſe. ;and finne bringeth manyto preterment, and grace 
occaſioneth diuersto be deſpiſed inthe world; heetherefore 


' toraiſe yp the diſcouraged hearts on the one fide, and to take 


downe theinſolent mindes of rhe other, doth pronouncethe 


lowly and gedly to be wiſe,and the proug,ſcornefull,and wice | 


kedrto be fooles : and that theſe wile ſhall haue an anſwerable 
honour,asthoſe that be riſing and in way to promotion, and 
ſuch fooles ſhall haue a proportionabie contempr,as ſuch as be 


' falling,and inthe ſlate of ignominie, The wiſe all inberitglo- 


r7,viz,cnioy praiſe, and cltimation in due ſeaſon, when they 
cometo their yeeres, though for a while, during thetime of 
their nonage they live obſcurely, and ſuſtgine many repro- 
ches,and when they baue it, they ſhall keepe it; and vſeic as 
their owne,as free-holders their inheritances which are lay- 


fully deſcended rgghem, whereas the applauſe and promotions 
ds bed pagbem, wheress the applauſe nnd promecions 
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of thewickedarebvt borrowed, or ftollen; and therefore of 
nocominuance with them. 'The poſſeſſion of this glory is of 
many taken in cheearth, che hearcs atdtongues of meii'ho- 
nouring them inthis life, but the full ſrejrion thereof ſhall bee 
in heaven, and thar perteMy.and perpetually,with the folnefſe 
of all other teliciry, Contrariwile, fov/es doe beare ow ay ſhame ; 
Wicked finners play the fooles'egregioully,raking vp for their 
porcion, (as the word doth well fignifie) and yolunrarily cliu- 
fing ſhame, thoſe things which will bring them to ſhameand 
reproch ; as their pride,their pompe, their carnall excellency 
wilt doe either amongſt men in earth,or before the judgement . 


ſeate of Chriſt in the day of the Lord. This exaltarion of the 


_ godly, wichother fumdry bleffings, and the confuſion of the 


wicked, with many forts of calaimities the Propher /faiab doth 
confirme : Behold,my ſernant ſhall eate,' and ye ſpall be hungry : 
behold,my ſernants ſhall drinke,but ye ſhallbe thirſty ? behold, may 
ſernants ſhall reioyce,and ye ſhall be aſhamed : behold, my ſeruants 
fall fing for toy of heart, but ye ſhall cry for ſorrow of heart, and 
| Br vexation of [pirit : and ye ſhall leane your name for 4 
curſe to my choſen : for the Lord ſhall ſlay thee, aud call his ſer= 
wants by a new name. | h 


CHAPTER. IT, | 
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Ve. I. Heare 0 ye children, theinftruftion of 4 father, and 


Line eare 10 underſtanding. 


G A255 N chis Chapter Salemon confirmeth the ſame 


ſ 


8) which he'bad handled in the former Chaprets, 
> And herein he exhorteth his readersto hearken 
ro his ſeffons,and careful ver keep, and make 

To much ofthe heavenly wiſe me of God,to the 
+... _ folirteenhyerle, Secondly, he dehorteth from 
the fociety and praQtiſcof wicked men,tq che'tweritierh dic 
nN- 
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ſrucions, 


' Verſe ts Proves. 
ficuQians, wes. th.vſcrthew to. the gouernanent: of their 

hearrs,ſpeeches,and all manner gf þchaujour,to theend afthe 
Chapter! And in all theſe hee deliuereth little or nothing by 
precept,which He doth noralſo approue totheinbyreaſdny” 

.  Totheendthathee mighttheberter wia the affeRionsof 
his {cholers, and challenge not onely actentionto heare him, 

which hee expreſly 'requireth,] but obedience to his words; 

which by canſequence is inferred, hee beginnetb-his ſpeech 

with a preface,and therein mentioneth the relation that 1s be= 

eweene him and his ſcholters, how they comming tolearne are 

become his children, and hee appointed by Godtoreach fu- 
Rainerh the perſon of afather,and accordingly giuerhfarher- 
ly inftruRions procceding from loue, and: deliuered with aue 
SITES : | 


 Verſ.2, For I dee gine good defrine,therefore forſake not wy 
law, . . 


A Lthough thoſe perſonal reſpets might be of good force 
A.to moue them, yethethinkethic not enough to vrge his 
owne iurifh ion, or their duty far loyalty, bur produceth o- 
therarguments to, ſhew the equity of his demand : as one is 
the excellency of the matter, which hee doth propoſe ynta 
them : / doe grue you 8 good deArine, that which is wholeſome, 
pleaſant,and proficable to an vpright heart : it is not heretical, 
erronious, ſeditious,wanton, or any infetious or dangerous 
di\courſe; if isnocommon, trinall, or worthlefle pamphler: - 
it is no fancie of mans brains, or ſuperſtitious tradition of fleth 
and blood, but that which is ſound and fruitfull,for mind, harr, 
manners, ftatc and gouernment :I veter noble and divine ſen= 
rences,: which bring preſent conſolation, and inuefterh men 
with ecernall fehcity. Hereupon he forbidderh vs to forſuks bis 
fav,inmiade,in profeſſion;or in practiſe. For who thar is:well 
in his wits will reie or negleQa thing ſo good, fo delights 
full, ſoproficable, io comfortable, and the lame fo freely of= 
ſexed. © W: Da % 17]*wul 
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'Verſ. the ſowneof a 
 Vetſ, 3. For [was the ſowneof wy "FO, only bes 
nin the fobe of xyanocker; Re IO TIENES ot 


"He ex2mple and teſtimony of Daxid is brought as aſe- 
cond reaſon for the warrant of his teaching, & the good. 
nefſe ofhis doArine ; for he dealeth with them no otherwiſe 
then his owne father dealewith him;and looke what doarine 
himſelfe had receiued of ſo.kinde an inftruQor, the ſame alſo 
he- faithfully delivered for their inſtruQion, In this verſe he ac< 
knowledgeth his parents loving affeRion : Inthenextheere. 
lateth his fathers wholeſome precepts. For / was the ſonne of my 
father, whom-hemoſi dearelyand entirely affeRed abbue the 
reſt ofhis children, O»ly beloxedin the fight of my mother, whoſe 
heart was ſo much knit ynto mee, as if ſhee had had no other 
ſonne,and therefore could ſeldome endure me to be out of her 
preſence,although ſhe had borne other fonnes alſo, .as appea- 
reth, 1, Chron, 3.5. But whatmeaneth Sa/owox by this? why 
doth hee publiſh co the world how dearclyhis parents affe. 
Red him? Becauſe he would haue ic: knownethattheir great 
loue was a principalicauſe of his ve education ;'and that 
therfore he was well taught, becauſe he was much ſer by, And 
bearing the ſame good will to his ſpirituall children,as his fa- 
ther didto him, hee would imitate his father by teſtifying his 
loue in giving good counſell, | 


Verl.4. He taught me alſs,and ſeid unto we : Let thine heart 
retaive my word: ; keepe my commandements and lines _ 


H Aving alleaged the motiues of De«nids documents and 
ioſtcuQions, the fingularloue he bare vnto him ; he now 
beginneth torecite the marter therof, which conſiſteth of ex- 
hortarions, dehortations, and: promiſes promiſcuouſly intet« 
mingled; and in all thefe he recommenderh ynco him, andin-: 
citeth him ynto the intentive regard of ſound & ſaving know- 
ledge: and bf}, he prepareth him to aſeriousobſeruation of 
hkiscounſell ia this 6, and afrerwards deliuereth the perti- 


 culars of his aduice in thoſe that follow, That his ſayings 
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mightbe ofthe greater force,and dwell the longer with him 
herequireththat they may haue a due manner of acceptance, 
that the care be not onely imployed in receiving of them, but 
the heart and mind alſo: neither doth it ſuffice that they bee 
onceapprehended, but conftancly held faft (as the word fig- 
nifieth) and therfore addeth alſo another clauſe ,keepe my Come 
mandements, keepethem in memory,keepe them in affeion, 
keepe themin praiſe. Hee maketh a proffer of large extent, 


o 


and offeretha gift moſt defireable ; namely, fe, both rempo=- 


rall,and eternall,with all happinefſe belonging rothem both x 
but moſt emphatically ſer downe in the imparatiue moode, 
and Ive ; whercin he both preſcriberh a dury, and therein gi- 
veth direion,and maketha largepromiſe ; as if hee ſhould 
have ſaid; Be prouident in yeelding obedience to my com- 
mandements that thou maicſt live, and affuredly thou ſhalt = 
live,and that moſt blefledly, 


Verl. 5. Get Wiſedome,get onderſtanding : forget not,neither 
Aecline fromthe words of my month. 


Ht helayeth downe the propofition,and maine point of 
his whole oration, Get wsſedome (ſaith be) get vaderſtan- 
ding, viz. call, crie, digge, ſearch, and vicall good meanes for 
an exquiſite and ſetled knowledge, with the faculty of concei- 


. ving,and diſcerning, whereby thou maieſt bee kept from er 


rours: forget nor, let no good inſtructions regardlefly {lip our 
of - memorie: Decline not from the words of my month,breake 
not through contempr or negligence thoſe precepts androles 
wherewith I informe thee, forthe attainement and vſage of 
this heaucoly knowlecge, : 


Verſ. 6, Forſ.k; her nor, and ſhe ſhall preſerne thee, loue ber, 
and ſhe (ball keepe ther. 


Ecauſe as much miſchiefe commeth by caſting off chat. 
which is good,as by mcere refuſall of it, hee preſſeth the 
point of pericucrance, warning his ſonne that he ſhould by no 
| EY | mcancs 
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meanes giue ouer his good beginnings : hee would not haue 
him forſake wiſedowe, either ceaſing to learneit, or defiſtin 
from the exerciſe of it; and allureth himro this good Wy 
ance by the benefit of conſtancy, ſheſhallpreſerne thee,(ſaith 
he) ſhee ſhall preſerve thy heart and mind from finfull luſts, 
ar:d other corruptions : ſhe ſhall keepe thee from the praQtiſe 
of cuill behaujour : ſhe ſhall defend thee from ſhame and re. 
roch : ſhe ſhall proteR thee from plagues and puniſhments, 
Now he teacheth him not onely why he ſhould retaine wiſ= 
dome, but how he may bec able to doe it, and ſoreceiue pre- 
ſeruarion from her; and thar is, by ſetting his delight ypon 
her,/one her,and then ſhe ſhall keepe thee, for no man doth eafi- 
ly depart from the thing whichhe loueth, but charily layerh 


yp that which his heart is ſer ypon,and keeperh it ſafe with al 


heedfulnefſe, Why doth God eternally preferue his people? 
becauſe he loueth them, And why do they perpetually cleaue 
vnto him? becauſe they loue him, ho (faith Saint Paul )ſhall 


Rom.3.35. * ſeparate vs from the loue of Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or an« 


Cant.8.6, 


gui, cc, That in the Canticles is not impertinent to this 
purpole; Set me as a ſeale on thy heart ; for lone us ſtrong as 
death ; ielouſie 15 craell as the grane,the coales thereof are fierie 
coales; many waters cannot quench loue, if 4 man would gine 


all the ſubſtance of his houſe to buy lone, hee would vtiterly de- 


_ ſpiſe it. | 


Verſ.7. Wiſedome is the chiefe thing therefore get wiſdome, 
and with all thy getting get underſtanding. 


== he may the ſtronglier confirme his admonitions go- 
ing laft before,and the more direRtly inferre this exhor- 
tation enſuing,he extollech wiſedome with due and deſerued 
praiſe,aſcribing to ir the principall place of excellency, and 


_ preferring it before all things in the world, as Salomon pro 


ued by compariſon in the former chapter; and then it fol- 

ome tharit muſt needs be worth getting, worth keeping, 

worth louing,&c. and therefore heoknd good reaſon alſo to 

perſwade himwith all his poſſeſſions ro compaſle it, _ = 
0 
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ſhould vſc all opportunities,and commadiies, and whatfoe- 
uer he entoyed,as a meanesto further himin knowledge,and 
to haue nothing in ſuch eſtimation, though ir bee neuer ſo 
deere vnto him, as not to depart with it for the encreaſe of 
grace,and exerciſe of goodneſſe, if otherwiſe hee cannot ob= 
tainc the one,or performe the other. For hee cannot haue a 
hard match that makes a purchaſe of vertue, how great ſoc- 
uer the price be that he payethforit, becauſe every parcell of 
it oucrualueth all the moſt deleable things of the world : it 
is that treaſure which he that found, is comended by our Sa- 
uiour for ſelling all chat he hath topurchaſe the field wherein 
it was hidden: anditis that rich pearle,which the wiſe Mer- pjal.rs,44. 45. 
 6haxt did well to buy with the ſale of all that he had, 


Verſ. 8. Exalt her,and ſhe ſhallpromote thee : ſhe ſhall bring 
thee to honour,when thou doeſt imbrace her. 

Verſ.9. She ſhall gine to thine head an ornament of grace, 
4 crowne of glory ſhall ſhe deliner thee, 


Hi gotten her,thoughit coft him/deere, he requireth 
that he vſe her well, by makingmiich of her,and extol= 
ling her, which is done by a reuerent and honourable enter- . 
tainment of her : for fo hee explicaterh himſelfe, in conditio- 
ning that ſhee bee imbraced, which is done when the word is 
recciued,as the word of Goa, when the Miniſters are reſpected, r.Thef. 2.13, 
as the meſſengers of God : when obedience is yeelded as to 44 
the voice of God: when ſheis magnified with a wholeſome 
tongue,and glorified with a godly life. And to him that ſhall 
p ormethis duty, he ſhewerh how ſhee will requite it with 

er fauours,ſfaying ; ſhe ſball promote thee, cither to a earthly 
dignity,or to a heauenly, ( Forthat which God faith, Godin * 
wiſedome faith, Them that hononr me, 1 honour.) And Salomon 1.Sam.2.30. 
found it yerifiedin both, and that in ample and large mea- 
ſure, ſhee ſhall gine to thine bead an ornament of grace, and (ct 


vpon thine head a bleſſed crowne, as Chap.1.9. 
F 4 Verl.10, 
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Verſ 10. Heare O my ſonne and receive my words, and the 


Jeeres of thy life ſhall be many, 


Verſ. 11. [doe teach thee in the way of wiſedome, and leade 
thee in the right pathes, 


'J Itherto = it ſeemeth) Sa/omor hath related the words 
of his father Daxid.produced by way of teſtimonie, both 

to eſtabliſh the hearts of his audcitors,or readers, and to iuſti- 
fie his owne doQtrine,which hee had, and doth communicate 
ynto them,for that Daxid, fo worthy aperſon, did out of his 


affection ſo counſell him, as hee aduiſed them, and now pros . 


ceedeth in his owne words, or rather in the words of God, 
ſuggeſted vnto him, and written by him, for the vſe of his 
children, to whom hee ſpeakerh in the firſt yerſe of this chap. 
ter,hauing begun his ſpeech in the plurall number,as ſpeaking 
to all,in this and thoſe following, he continueth inthe fingu= 
lar,as if hee would cire&t his ſpeechro euery perticular, The 
matter which hee handlech is notnew, but a renuing of that 
which he hai! formerly deliuered,which he doth,to averre the 
ſoundieſſe,the viility,and the neceffity of it: the precept for 
hearing was delivered chapter the firft, verſe the eighth : the 
duty of receiving inſtruction was required chapter 2. verſ. 1, 


. the promiſe of long life hath been made, chapter 2. verſe 2, 


2Tim.3.15.16, 


and 16 the teſtimony alſo of his inſtruction was giuen inthe 
ſecond verſe of th's chapter, ſauing that there hee ytteredit 
more generally,and here he doth it more ſpecially ; there fim- 
ply, and here tropically, and in a briefe allegorie, comparing 
his reader to atraueller, himſelfe to a guide, and Gods word 
tothe way : there he ſaith, [give you a good doftrimegand here, 
T doe teach thee in the way of wiſedome, and leade thee tn the 
rigat pathes, My ſayings, with the reſt of the Scriptures duly 
0 


ſerued,areablero makerhee wiſe to ſaluatton, being profi= * 


tthle for dotlrine, for reproofe, for corretflion, for in/ruttion in 


righteouſneſſe that thou maieſt be perfeft, and throughly furni« 
fred to all good Wvorkes, 


Vetſ, 12, 
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Verſe 12. When thou goeft,thy ſteps ſhall ut be firaitued,and 
when the ranneſt,thos ſhalt not ſinmble, 


Efore he commended his doQrine for the wholeſomnes, 
equitic, and goodnefle of it, and now for the fruite and 
happie ſucceſſe which it cauſeth, it make our courſe of life 
comfortable, and free from perill,cuen then when wee ſeeme 
to be in moſt hazzard; which argument hath been erfi pro. 


duced,and is now repeated : bur with ſome addition,and fur- 


ther amplification,then was before inthe third chap.yerſ. 23, 
it was ſaid, Thos ſhalt walke by the way ſafely,and thy foote ſhall 
not ſtumble, And now that fafetie with cafinefle adioyned to it 
is argued, and illuftrated elegantly by anallegory, when thou 


goeſt,thy ſteps ſhall not be ſtraitned but thy path ſhall be broad 


enough without ſtraining of thy foote, or ſhipping belide ; 
which miſchiefe befalleth thoſe which goe ouer bridges, or 
ypon fteepes,orin fuch like paſſages and places which are too 
narrow, And rhis he doth yer further enlarge by way of gra- 
dation,ſaying, hen thou rwnxeſt, thou ſhalt not ſiumble:To 


goe ſurely without danger of ftumbling, though bur a ſoft 


pace is 3 good thing ; bur torunpe ſwiftly without harme is a 
harder and happier matter,ſeeing that hee that maketh much 
haſte ſeeth not che perill that is before him : and yet this is the 
bleſſed condition of all thoſe that walke in the way of wiſe- 
dome, partly becauſe they haue the Lord himſelfe to be their 
guide and keeper, and partly becauſe bee hath ginen his An- 
gels charge ouer them,toheepe them in all ther waies : and they 


aca -£4. 0 do ED ate at Anka 


ſhall beare them wp in their hands, left they daſh their feete a= Plal.g1.12, 


gon? 4 fone, Bit our Sauiours)faying in the Goſpe:l may 
eeme to contradict this Scripture, as. contrary vnto it : for hee 
affirmeth that the way that leadeth tolife it traite,and the gate 
narrow,&c. For an{were vnto which obicRion, obſerue that 
Chriſt ſpeaketh there, of the exerciſe of godlinefle and reli- 


gion, which is ſtri&t,and not ſo broad as fleſhly mens lufts and . 


appetites do defire ; and therefore they that will pafle through 
the ſame ynto heauen,mukt refiraine rhemſclues trom the ex- 


cethue - 
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ceſſive libertie of finne by mortification, and containe their 
affeRionsand behauiour within the cempaſle of Gods holie 
will : and heere Sa/omon declareth the effeQs and reward of 
godlinefſe and religion, that God doth protect them, and 


- make their paths wide and broad before them, for conſola- 
tion and ſafetic. 


Verſe 13. Take hold of inftruion,let her not goe : keepe her, 


for ſhe is thy life. 
HE: wee haue anend ofthe firſt point of this Chapter, 


which as he entred into with the teſtimonie and autho- 
ritie of his father,ſo hee 81ſo concludeth almoſt in his words : 
for there is no marteriall difference berweene this , and the 
fourth verſe of this preſent chapter, Wherein hee ſaith, Let 
thine heart retaine,or hold faſt my words : keepe my commande- 
ments,and line : which in ſenſe accordeth with this text, Take 
held of inſtruction, let her not goe: keepe her, for ſhe is thy 
life, The ſame precept in effeR is giuen here,and there,thar 
we perſiſt conſtantly in goodneſſe, The reaſon is for ſubſtance 
the ſame in both places, though inthe one it be alleaged as a 
promiſe,lize thow,or thow ſhalt line : inthis other there is a ſe- 
cretthreatning mingled with the promiſe,and ſo they iointly 
intimate the wonderfull benefit of perſcuerance, and the ex- 
treme perill of reuolting, ſhe 5s thy life, if in preſeruing of her 
thou docſt keepe that which of all other things is the woſt 
precious,cuen thy very life,thy ſpirituall life, thy eternall life : 
bur if thou be remiſſe, and carelefle of her, if thou reject and 
cali her off, nothing can counteruaile thy damage, thou de- 
parteſt with the prime of all thy poſſeſſions, thou detiroyeſt 
thy ſelfe,thou loſeſt thy life for euer. 


Verſe 14. Enter not into the path of wicked men neither walk. 
in the way of emill men. 


Verſe 15. Anoid it, paſſe not by it,turne from it : paſſe away. 


F 


Or as much as not onely the companie, but the conuerſa- 
tion of lewd perſons is contagious,and neiſome,and _ 
%, ore 


fp Eero nn 
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fore their example is pernitious,and peſtilent, he therefore ad. 
uertiſerh thoſe which will learne any good of him to take 
heede of it : and not alone to ſtay proceedings therein, but if 
it be pofſible,to preuent the beginrngs,and not atalltopra- 
Riſe any of their ſinful aRions, and therefore ſaith he, Enter 
wot into the way of wicked men, doe not {et any*foore into their 
diſorders,and finfull courſe of life :for hardly cay a man bee 
reclaimed that hath caſted of the pleaſures ang deceitfulnes of 
finne. Neither watke in the way of enill men, follow them not 
intheir exorbitant and diffolute behauiour : Aoide ir, keepe 
fromit with deteſtation of it,as theyword importeth, abhorre 
. it, ſet thy ſelfe againſt it, as thou wouldeſt againſt infetion 

and poyſon : paſſe by it, come not nigh it, for \ rethou be ta- 
ken,andenſnared with it :t#rne from it,with all ſpeede poſ- 
ſible,ifrhou haſt ſo much as ſet one foote towards it : paſſe by, 
divert thy courſe another way, and keepe as farre off as thou 
canſt, In all theſe words he proſecuteth his admonition with 
ſimilies,taken from trauellers, whoſe wiſedome is to ſhunne - 
all ſuſpeRed by-pathes, and whatſocuer places doe threaten 
any perill ynto them, Saint Pax/ doth agree with Salomon 
not in words, but in meaning, when he warneth the Epheſians 
to haue no fellowſhip with the v»fraitfull workes of darkneſſe, Epheſ.5.15. 
but to reproue them rather. 


Verſe 16. For they ſleep not ,vnleſſe they hane done miſchiefe, 
and ther? ſleeve is taken away,vnleſſe they canſe ſorfle to fall. 
Verie 17. For they eate the bread of wickedneſſe, and arinke © 


the wine of violence. 


H: confirmeth his counſell forthe abandoning of grace. 
lefſe mens praiſes by reaſons : whereof one is taken 
from the vehement defire which wicked men haue to commit 
wickednef{-, and that is ſuch as through vexation cannot fleep, 
ynlefſe they cither doe ſome hurt themſclues, or cauſe others 
either to doe,or receiue harme:their greedy appetite for wor- 
kiny miſchiefe is like to a hungrie mans Romacke which is 
emptic vt foode, who going ſupperleſſe to bed can take _ 

reſt, 
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prouerbe) and therefore will not ſuffer him to enioy his : 
Experience wee haue of this in eAchab, who was ficke with 
griefe, and indignation,that hee could not compaſle Nabeths 
vineyard. And ſucha rauenous defi of villany wee reade to 
hauc been in Ammon, who pined away with forrew-yntill hee 
could haue his purpoſeto ſatisfie his luſt vpon his liter 7 ha- 
wmar.$o hath hee made their violent affeQionsto accompliſh 
euill, to appeare by the effeAs thereof, Now doth hee ſhew 
the cauſe trom whence they proceed, and that is the oreat de- 


light which they have innaughtineſle, which is declared by a 


compariſon of the like, namely, of bread. and wine, meanin 
thereby all other food alſo. They eate the bread of wictedneſſe, 
ard drinke the wine of violence,viz.their finne is meate and 
drink ynto them, and they take as much contentmentin play 
ing lewd prapkes,as Epicures doc in feaſting. 


Verſe 18. For the path of the inſt is like the ſhining light that 
ineth more unto the perfet day. * p 
Verſe 19. Theway of the wickedis a darkneſſe,tbey know not 
whereat they ſhall ſtumble. 


| 6 appeareth by the cauſal, for, that an exhortationto walk 
in the way of good men,is as well ynderſtood,as the dehor- 
tation from walking in the paths of cuill men,is exprefled, be- 
cauſe hee firengrhneth both by an argument taken from the 
contrary condition of both ſorts, He comparerh the way, or 
the life and Rate of the godly tothe light, which in the Scrip= 
ture ſignifieth knowledge,grace,ſafetie,comforr,and honour, 
Contrariwiſe,the life; and tiate of the wickedis like to dark- 
nes,full of ignorance,contempr, perill,horrors,and all kinde of 
miſeries, Nowto light,v/z.the happineſle of the righteous, is 
promiſed a growth, and increaſe: the beginning is like the 
dawning of the day, and the proceeding, as a fierie ſun-ſhine 
morning, and the fulnes, and perfetion which is perpecuall, 
and withour declining, is like a nnoneride, or the Maida of a 
Summers day, And likewiſe onthe conraiic fide,the degrees 


of 
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Teſt,his belly doth thinke his chrote is cut (as wee fay in our 
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of wicked mens courſes and miſeriesare alſo intended, albeit 
they be-nor expreſlely mentioned : chey are likethe darkneſſe 
of an cuening, which waxeth blacker and blacker,euen ynrill 


. " midnight, whereof it is that they ſhall fall into ſnares, & pits, 


ſooner,or later,mofſt certainly; but where or when they know 
not. The one ſort therefore begin their iourney at day brea- 
king,and ſo haue alittle mixture ofdarknefle at the firſt, and 
finiſh it at midday :the other ſet forward about Sun-ſerring, 
and ſo ſee ſomewhat while it is ewilight, and Rumble on till 


'- midnight, and then rather breake their neckes, then come to 
_ -theendoftheiriourney. 


Verſe 26. My ſonne,attend to my words,jncline thine eare to 
wy ſajinge.. : | 
Verlc 21. Let them not depart from thine eyes heepe themin. 


| The widitof thine heart, 


Gf a omnen important any ſeruice is,the more ſubiet com- 
monly men are tothe negleR of it, and the ſooner grow 
to remiſnes init: and that cauſeth the wiſe man ſo often to 
call for attention, as wee finde in the beginning ofcucry part 
of this Chapter this chargers be vrged, that his ſonne ſhould 
heare, and hearken, and hold faſt, and keepe,&c. This dutie 
therefore wee ſec here againe required : Ay ſonve, (ſaith he) 
attend ro my words and ſayings,&c. Hearken diligently tothe 
things that ſhall ſpeake,and vtter in my words and ſayings: 
Let them not depart from thinerexes,viz. levthem not be for- 
gorte, for we beſt rememberthole things that be in our fight, 
See chap. 3.21. Keepe thew in tbe midft of thine heart,viz.hide 
them deeply and ſurely in thy minge. See chap. 2.1. 


* Verſe 22:Por they are fete rhew chat finde them,and health 
10 all their fleſh, SETE '\ 20711 Dot) eta '2 
Promiſe js 8s hardly belecued, as a precept obeyed: and 


therefore as hee ſaw itexpedient toinculcate the one, ſo 
he finderk exule ro reicermg the orher 3 as here we fee be doth, 


*  ((1OTG both 
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both for the eternall felicitie of eyery ane which embracerk 
che caunſell of wikedome,a0d his remporarie-welfare. Touch» 
ing the former, hee faith, His ſayings are fe tothe m ther finds 
thers,as bee (aid before, chppier 3.424rhey (hall be life r9chy 
ſoule :rouchiog rhe larter he ſaith, chey ſhall be bealth ra all thy 
fleſh, ſhall preſeruc in healcb,and, ſafetie of thy bodie, fafarre, 
and ſo long 2s it ſhall be good for thee 3/and. vader the ſame 
he comprehendeth all other carthly bleſſings whieh are giuen 
for the vſe of the body,and checretulnes of the minde;and;the 
comfertable condition of this preſene life, For it is eyident 
thathereis a Mdetonymia of the efte&t for the caule, anda Sy- 
necdoche,one benefit being promiſed for many. | 


Verſe 23. Abone all keeping, keepe thy heart : far ont of it 
are-the. iſſnes of life. \ £22) © 2 ; 3\ 44.) j-< S115 VM 


He two former verſes are an introduQion to this,and to 

. the other foure remainipg,wherein are preſcriprions for 

2 hely and vertuous life; this requiring s ric care for the 
gouerning of the inward man,andtbole containing inſtru; 
dtiens for the ordering-of the ourward man, The Lord knowe 
eth thatthe hart ofman (and fo the whole ſoule, for the which 
the heart is put (being a moſt noble and principall part of the 
ſame) is ſubic to manifold afſaules and temprations from the 
dinell,and the world, and to many deceiucable luſts, and rai- 
terous corruptions within it ſclte,and therefore chargeih that 
it be. well looked voto, andkept with watch and ward : and 
the extent of this heedfulnes hee. ſetrerh, foorth-by compari- 
ſon thar it bee more inrenfiue, and ferious, then any others, 
then for houſe, then for money, then for, bodily ſafetie, then 
fornaturall life : no perill is ſo certaine,as the danger of that + 
+ mohunisſefrarchull;asthe wounding of chat : no lofle is fo 
grieuous, as the ſpoyle ofthat. And therefore to make it:op» 

' peare that he is nor ſo earneſt without a cauſe, he rendreth a 
reafonfor his admonition, fer ext of it are the iſſues of tife;All 
our ations good or bad, proceed-from the heart,as the foun- 
taine from whence all che behauique ſpriageth,andthe _ 
00512 om 


Verſe 24- _-* PkROVERDS. - 
from whence'it growath:"\althouph vpright hirttd tne 
haue their Failcics and fall into ſo LN, yet ry ar Abe 
imputed to them for parts of theirlife : and notwithſRtaading 
men of wicked hratts'do> fee good offices, ind prrfotme 
many aQions thar are profitable to others, yer they aterfor t- 
ſtcemed from rhe ſreamies that Aow from their ſoules, or any 
good fruit that they britip fotth :for « good 74d, divt of tht yu. ag. 
good treaſure of bi heart bringerh orth good things: and an t+ 

will man,ont of the enill tyeaſureof bzs beart bringerb farth twill 

things. For as our Sauioar ſaith, rhat out of the heart proceed Mat.rg.19 
exil thought ommrihers foruications thefts, falſe witneſſe blaſ=, 
phemie +10 alſo is itto be vaderſtood, that thence do flow ho- 

ly meditations,chaftity,parity,mmercy,liberality,true teftimo- 

nics,and gratious ſpeeches, | ES ah 


Vetſ. 24. Put away from ther a freward month, andputper- 
were lips farre from thee, 


IN giuing direQiori for outward carriage, he beginneth with 

the words and ſpeeches, which are declared” by the cauſe 

and inſtruments of them, the mouth and /ips, where all per. 
uerſeneſſe, ſrowardnefle, and naughtinefſe of what kind foe. 
uer,againft the firſt or {econdtable js forbidden, And this he 

putteth in this place, becauſe of all duties nextto the ruling of 

the heart, the guiding of the tongue is moti neceſſary and dif- 

ficulr. And therefore Saint /avzet faith, He that quite bis Tam.s. 
tongue is a perfeit and compleat max. And yet ſo expedicntit 

_ that nA 0 bona 6 be religious, 26d refraineth not 

his congue, ha religion is in vaine, The metaphors which hee 

yſcthdo carrie the forceof reafons; implying vnſauory and lam.1.36, 
ſinfull communiemrion to bee odions and burtfull, as thoſe of 
abandoning andeaſtthsfarte off, forfo we Yedle, with things 

thar'ate yenoniou}, tontapious, arid ToathſSme to. the eye, 

and ſmell,or other ſenſes : and likewiſe the Epithete, froward 

or peruerfe doth intimate,that*man 1s'% much deformedby 

dis kaudualking.es by a wry mouth, 
| Verl.25. 
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Pal. 19.195, 
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Verſ. 5. Let thine eyes looks right on, and let thine eye lids 
looks ſtraight before thee, i | 


Sthe tongue is well to be gouerned for the words, ſo are 
"Atheeyes for their aſpeAts, and lookes, and conſequently 
all the reſt of the ſenſes, with the inflruments thereof, Lee 
thine eyes leoke right ox,ce.letthem nor wander, norlooke 
a ſquint, but dircQly to that which is good, andiuſt, Iris a 


borrowed ſpeech taken from ſuch as held the plow, or doe 
ſuch other worke, who mult lookeright forward, and not on 


either fide, much lefſe backwaid : or from travellers,or run- 
ners ina race, whomit concerneth not to gaze about, look- 
ing here andthere,bur diligently to attend ypon their way,or 
the racesend. Itis requiſiteto rake heed tothe eyes, as tothe 
windowes of the minde, or brokers of the heart, which ma 
procure good motions and defires, or poyſon the ſoule wit 
worldly, wanton, vnchaſt, proud,enuious,or other corrupt co- 
itations, By the abuſe of this ſenſe, and that of hearing, finne 
ſ entredintothe world,and by the ſame taketh occaſion to 
diſperſe her yenome,and bring men daily to deſtruQtion. 


 Verſ. 26. Ponder thepath of thy feet and let all thy waies be 
ordered aright, : 


] T is the familiar cuſtome of the Scripture to call the aRions 
4 of mens lives. by the name of their waies, or theparhs of 
their feet,as Plalm. 119. Thy wordic a lampe tomy feet, and 4 
light to my pathes : And, [ nght on mywaies, and twrned wy 
feet to thy teftimenies, Andinthat ſenſe we areto.conceiue of 
them in this place,ſo that hee informerh all men what to doe; 
andhow to.walke in a Chriſtian converſation ; wherein hee 
requireth both warineſle, and Rtrifnefle, andeo thatend hee 
commandeth ys Lie Lap the path of env feet, by weighing 
our workes jn & ballance,to afſute our ſelues that there be no- 
thing roo much,nor noghing too little,and as farre as is 
ble,to auoide all extremities bath of exceſle, and defeR, that 
wee may keepe due mealure in euery thing wee take in _ 
Ces | which 
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which muſtbe done by the rule of certaine warrant, andnort 


by opinion, or conieture; The latter clauſe is an-explication- 


otthe former, when he ſaith, Let al thy waies be ordered aripht, 
haue an eycthat notoneof thy worksalone,ora fewbedone- 
in ſuch manner as is fit, but that euery of them be rightly gui- 
dedby the preſcript of holy-wiſdome,and Gods ſacred wot. 
This {aying is agreeable to that of Saint Peter, eAs hee that 
bath called you us holy,ſo be ye holy in all manner of conner ſation: 


andco that of Saint Paul, whatſoener things are true, whatſo+ Phil.4.8, 


ener things are hone}, whatſoener things are pure, what ſoeuer 
things are of good report, if there be any vertue, if there fot; 
praiſe,thinke of theſe things, | 


Verſ. 27. Tarneneither to the right hand, ; 
but thy foor from evill, - | 


E infiſteth till in the ſame precept, exaRiing preciſe and | 


accurate proceeding/in the good way of Gods com- 
mandements without diuerting; to any by-pathes of fſinfull 
luſts, of fleſhlyreaſon;of carnall policy, of humane inuenti- 
ons, of all incitemens from the diuel}, or men, or our owne 


corruptions, This phraſe of declining to the right hand,orto * 


the left is frequent in the Scriptures, and forbiddenin many 


places: as,7ow ſballobſerne to doe as the Lord your God com- nyc. 


mandeth you,and ſhalt not turne either to the right hand or to 


the left. And, according te the ſentence of the law which they Deut.17.17. 


ſhallteach thee, thou ſhalt dee, thon, ſhalt not decline from that 
ſentence either to theright hand, or to the left, Wee muſtnor 
therefore walke only by meaſure,but by line, yea by a ſtraight 
line ; Gods truth is the Kings high way, which we are bound 
to keepe without declining to cither fide, cither with a wic=- 
kedpurpoſe, or good meaning, cither to take ypon;ys ought 
that is not warranted,or tg,negleR any duty that is comman=- 
ded: and ſowe ſhall rewowe our foot from exill, by ſpeedy re- 
forming ofthat wherein were faulty, and conſtantly refrai- 
ning from that which is ynlawfull. 
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Verſ. 7. My ſonne, attendtomy wiſedome, and bow thine 


eare tomy underfianding. ! 
Verſ,2. That thon maieſt regard. diſcretion, and thy lippes 
keepe knowledge 


(inciting vs to'attention) is almoſt word for word agreeable 
with the ſecond verſe of the ſecond chapter, and the ſecond 
verſe of the fourth; and the latter propoſeth the end and vſe 
of this attention, which is firſtin the minde, ſecondly in the 


. mouth, For the minde, he ſairh,zhat rhow miyet regard diſcre- 
tion, the word fignifieth ſubrill, and wittie thoughts,viz, wiſe |. 


dome, and prudencie, which is gotten by a diligent and ſeri. 
ous meditation of things to bee ſpoken, or done; and forthe 
mouth, and thy lips keepe toowiede: : And therefore the drift 
ofall is,as ifhe ſhould haue aid; Scirre vp,and apply thy mind 
and affeftions, and lendthe vitward ſenſes alfo of the body; 
to the end thou maijeſtneither conceive evill in thy inind, not 
willingly heare any euill,or vanity with thine cares, but that 
chow mayeft haue the ward of God in thy mouth, and thy lips 
bee fenced againſt the lips' of an harlor, which allure vnts 
leaudneſle. 
p" Sites Verl.3, 
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Verſ, +. Although the lips of a frange woman drop as an 
houie combe,and her palate is ſmoother thenoayle; 
Verſ, 4 Tet her latter end i5 bitter Wormewood,s ſharpe 
45 4 two edgea ſword, (ION 


"> e better to preſerve men fromrhis foule and damnable = 
finne of adulrery,hce doth firſt difcouer and deſciberhe 
fallacies,and miſchieuouſneſle ofthefilthieHarlor, ro the- ſe= 
uenth yerſe, Hom \ Fo ONSTTRENG HITIOERTL 2 
Secondly, heeadmoniſheth to bewire'hoiw they. hatte ay 
thing to doe with her, and fo bring milery'bn their owne 
heads,to the 18, verſe, dad 
Thirdly,hepreſcriberh a remedietoprenent it, which is the 
lawfull and honeſt vſc of marriage, and kindnefſe ro their 
owne yoke-fellowes, In theſe verſes, and fome tharfollow, 
the whoriſh woman js very lively painted forth in her co- 
lours, totheend ſhe'may bee; nor onely the berrer knowne, 
butthe more derefted ; ſh* is called, 'a frange woman,becauſe 
ſhe eſtrangeth her ſelte from God, from her owne husband, 
from chaſtity, andal! goodnefſe;and for what other cauſe, ſee 
$ap-5 work ol; Her words are very aluring, and full of en- 
ticements; the miſery which ſhee draweth men into, iswon=- 


+ derfullloathſome,and painefull, according as the fimilitudes 


doe expreſſe. Albeit the naughty womans words are pleafanc 
ro ficſh and blood, in as much as they tickle the ſenſes with 
promiſe of ioyes and dclights, ſo that they may bee compa- 
redto the honey combe,which is moſt ſect to the raſte :,and 
though her ſpecches are moſt plauſible and ſmoorh, ſo thar 
they may be reſembled ro oyle which hurts not the tendereſt 
$kinne,but rather ſuppleth ir, yet for allthis her effeRs are 
moſt gricuousto bee borne; fo that they may bee likened to 
wormewood, which exccedsin bitternes,and the cuils which 
ſhe brings mento are deadly, ſo thar they may bee juftly cal- 
led x tive edged ſword : for howſocuer ar the beginning ſhee 
bringeth flac and comfort, and telleth rhat her lover may 
be ſecure fromfeare of danger, = in the endſhee voy to 

2 im 


Obie. 


Anſw. 


2% 


oY ws oh - . 


Provarss:: Chops. 
him ſhame,beggery,hearts-griefe, deftruon,and damnati- 


0Nn,as after ſhall. more plainely appeare, 


: . Verl.5.. Her feet goe downe to death : her ſteps take hold on 
ell fi | | 
A*® her lips or her ſpeeches were guilefull, and peſtilent, 
promiſing ſweer pleaſure,and bringing bitter torments, 
ſo are herfeer, (thaxis,ber goings, and by them is meant her 
aQions,and the reſt of bercarriage ) meli noyſome and hurt- 
full,and:goedowne to.death,leade to, gdefiruRtion, bothrem- 
porall and erernall: aydher ſteps take bold on hell, carric her 
ſelfe and thoſe that follow her headlong into perdition; as if 
hee ſhould baue ſaid, both ſhee and her aſſociates are at hels 
brinke, and are,ready ynrecouerably to bee plupged therein: 
ſce chap.2.verl.18. , 1.7 | 


Verſ.6.. Left thou ſbquldeſt ponder the path of life, ker majes 
are moueable that thou canſt not knom them. ns 


Haggrauateth the perill of her misbehauiour by her art 
andcunning,in cloaking her praQtiſes: and it ſeermethto 


proces from a ſecond Prolepſis, or obieRion. wbich might | 


e made by ſuch as ſecke liberty ro conuerſe with her, 

If ſhe proue ſo dangerous and wicked, I ſhall quickly find 
her our,and deſcry her life, and crafty ſeducements, and then 
Iſhall know what I haue to doe, to caſt her off, and forſake 
her. | | | | | 

Her waies are ſo variable, and her diſpoſitiun ſo mutable, 
and ſheſo cunning totransforme her ſelfe into all formes and 
faſhions,as if thou ſhouldeſt goe about to weigh her aRions 
of life in a ballance,thou ſhouldeſt loſe thy labour, thou wilt 
be ouerthrowne by her peſtilent inchantments, before thou 
canſtlooke into her villanous defignes, and wicked courſes, 
He reſembleth her cicherto fugitiue malefaRtors, which run 
vp anddowne, hither and thither ynconftantly, and leeke di 
vers placesto lurke in, fo that they might nor be _ appre- 
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hended: or ynto foxes, and badgers, or ſuchlike wild beaſts, 
which haue many haunts,and many holes, and therein many 
muſes and turnings,by meanes wherof they are hardly taken, 
Ofthis her artificiall diflimulation Sa/omor ſpeaketh in ano- 


ther place,ſaying,S#ch is the way of an adulterous woman ; ſhe Pron.zo.20; 


eateth and wipeth her month, and ſaith, I hare net committe 
#11quity . 


Verſ.7. Now children hearken to me, and decline not fron 
the words of my month. 

Verſ.8. Remone thy way farre from her, and come not neere 
the doore of her houſe, 


Pon thedeſcription of an harlot, hee inferreth a twofold 

admonition;one generall,and the other ſpeciall: the ge- 
nerall is to imbrace his words,both with attention, and « _-4 
dience,that men ſhould-hearken vnto them, and not turne a- 
way from them; and theſc hee oppoſeth as an antidote ynto 
her enticing allurements, Heere therefore is ſet downethe 
harlot on the one ſide,and Salomon, yea the Lord himſclfeon 
the other;ſhe ſoliciting to hearken to her, and the Lord per- 
ſwading to hearkento him ; ſhee ſeducing and leading men 
to leaudneſle, and heerightly informing them,and deteRing 
her leaudnefle. The ſpeciall criftis to teach vs that we auoide 
this wretched harlot, whereby is forbidden not onely all vn- 
lawfull, diſhoneſt and vnſcemely company with her, gazing 
on her, talking with her, &c. but all comming neere to her, 
andas much as we may,her very {ight and preſence : for gun=- 
powder is no more apt to take Go (ifit comeneere toit ) 
then our corrupt nature to bee prouoked to this finne ; and 
therefore alſo hee would not haue vs to come to hey howſe, or 
the place where ſhee is, yea to the very doores of her houſe, 
becauſethis diſeaſe is ſo dangerous, that the place ir ſelle is 
full ofperill. 


Verſ.9. Left thes gine thine honoxr to another, andthy 
yeeres to the craell- 


G 3 Verſ.10, 


25 Prxovnns Chap.5. 


Verſ.10, Left ftrangers be felled with thywealth and thy Ia- 
bears be in the bonſe of « ſtranger, 


Ere follow the reaſons taken- fromthe diſcormodities 
H tollowing and lowing fromehis finne; 
( Qurward aud bothly,verſe9. 10. 
whereof ſoine are 
Inward,& belong tothe mind, v.11.&c, 
Ofthe outward, he firſt is the forfeiture of = mans honour 
and dignity, which the perſon that defileth himſeIfe with vn- 
clcavnetic,dothas it were rake from himſelfe, and giue to 0. 
thers,not to enioy ( for one cannot duly behoneured by ano- 
thers 1gnomnie ) but todeface and ſpoile him of it. He doth 
thenthereby expoſe himſelfe,and his-eftimarion to obliquie 
and coniempr, that euery one which heareth of his filth 
fafts,ſhould haue him in derifion, anddefpiſc him. The larter 
clauſe of this tentence doth induce vs to thinke that this is 
the ſenſe of the former; when hec ſaith, a»d rhy yeeres to the 
erwell, where giwe, is referred indifferently to both,and it is e= 
vident toal,that ami may take awaylife trom his neighbour, 
but wake no benefit of it to himſelfe, neuer any can poſſibly 
live by another mans death: therefore theſe words doe de- 
clarethe ſecond diſcommodity of whoredome, the endange- 
ring of his life, and yeeresthat arc bchinde, to the erwell, viz, 
to any that ſhall fiercely purſue him: her husband, or other 
friends that are diſhonouredby it, 'herother louers ; her cor- 
xiuals inflamed with enuic and jpite; her ſelfe, who ſome- 
times poyſoneth thoſe which ſhe hath had ro doe withall, that 
ſhe might the more freely prottiture and £me ouer her lelfe 
who'!ly to others whom the betterlikes : or the hand of rhe 
Magittrate,whoſe office it is t@ cut off adulterers, who ſtirred 
.yp'by Gods iudgement, may prove very ſharpe in purſum 
-ofhim,and with as great ſeucrity as if he were cruell, thorgh 
properly tor that heis not to be ſo called, but iuFandrighte= 
ous. The third :sthe lofſe of his goods, which in the Hebrew 
gextis.called tirengch,anti labour, becauferhereby he had ob- 
tained them; by which-tcarmes hee doth vpbrard him ”m_ 
2: | ſorti 
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. ſottiſhnes and folly, which would ſo wretchleſly, and finfully 
with that whereupon hee beſtowed his (izer;gth, and 
which hee compaſſed not without great paines and trauell, 
And this is yet further exaggerated by the perſons ypon 
whomitis conferred, viz.ſffrangers,and forrainers, not onely 
not of his owne blood, or alliance, to whom hee is bound in 
Journ manner,by the law of good nature, but alfo nor of his 
jiends,to whom he oweth the ſccond dutie of kindveſle. As 
if he ſhould haue ſaid : Thou ſhalt not only conſume and waſt 
that patrimony which hath been deſcended vpon thee,or been 
bequeathed to thee, thatneither wife,child, brother, or friend, 
or thoſe that are neercft ynto thee, ſhall be the better for it, 
nor thy ſelfe haue the fruition of ir, but ſhall feede,yea inrich 
Rrumpets,bawds,ruffians,and ill companions with that which 
thou haſt got by the toyle and labour of thine hands, and ear- 
ned dearely with the ſweate of thy browes, 


Verſe 11, And thon monrne at the laſt, when thy fleſh and thy Nahamta, 


body are conſumed, 


Ow wee come tothe inward diſcommoditie,the griefe 
and vexation of the heart, which this impure behaujour 
produceth : which isargued partly by the cauſe,and partly b 
theeffeRs : the cauſe is, the waiting of his fleſh and body, which 
yncleane perſons (ifthey eſcape death) doe fall into: for be- 
fides rhar, ordigavily they ſpend. their firength, with their 
goods,and good names,and the hazard of their liues, and be= 
come weake and feeble: how many filthy and loathſome dif- 
caſes doe they fall into thatgiue themſelues vnto this finne : 
ſome {© farre, that in the end their yery bowels fall out, and 
therei8great forcein: this argument: for albcit this miſchiefe 
befall nor all adulterers, yet not one can ſecure himſelfe as 
freeframthe perill of it, Fhe effeRs of their griefe' are rwo : 
firſt, their crying, in this verſe : ſecondly, their complaining, 
inthe three nexc, Their mourning and crying for the birter- 
nes of it' is referablod'to the-rocing of a lien, for ſo much the 
wardimponteghy tf 7 0D IO 
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$8 ProvEREs. Chap.5. 


Verſe 12.13.&c., And ſay, How long hane I hated inftru- 
ftion. and my heart deſpiſed correftion? and hane not obeyed 


the voyce of my teachers,nor inclined mine care to them that in« 
firulted me? 


= complaint of the whoremonger is heere ſpecified, 
wherein he bewailech the hainouſnes ofhis finne,and the 
gricuouſnes of the pun-ſhment; yet ic is not the wiſe mans in- 
tent to giue ynto whoremongers any promiſe, or nete of true 
repentance, by theſe ſayings: for hee declarcth what miſeric 
ſhould bring them vnto it,and extort it from-them, and not 
what grace it ſhould worke : for many are drinen to makethis 
contelſion which neuer repent of their finnes,nor cometo ſal- 
uation, The holy Ghoſt therefore bringeth their owne teſti- 
monie, witneſſing how they are plagued, and not how they 
are conuerted :the finne which he acknowledgeth is not the 
direRtaR of adulterie,or fornication, but that which went be- 
fore,and made a way for the ſame,which was contempt of ;x- 
ſtraftion,and reproofe; which he aggrauateth by the manner, 
that it was with hatred thereof, and the hatred from the root, 
even from his heart,andtherefore vehement and deadly :and 
the effe& that followed ypon it,that he was diſobedient vnto 
thoſe which were ſer ouer him, and had authoritie to teach 
him. lt is as if he ſhould haue faid ; How long bane I hated in- 
firuciion and correQtion? What a beaſt was I, and voide of 
common ſenſe ſo to deteſt that information and diſcipline, 
which would haue done me ſo much good,andreieftedall 
that wholeſome aduice and counſel}, which they that were 
aviſe, and knew what was beſt for me, which were alfom 

friends,and ſheweg their faithfulnes,did miniter ynto me? 


Verſe 14. 1 am almoſt in all exill,in the midit of the congre= | 


gation and aſſemblic. 


TE puniſhment which hee bewaileth is aporieued partly: 
: & by the quantitie and meaſure of it, partly bythe pear] 
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and manner of it, For the former,itis of large extent, and ye- 
ry generall; he faith that he is a/m”ſt in all exill, chere is ſcarce 
any miſerie which he is ttee from ; hee is eouered with ſhame, 
hee is pinched with want, tree is tormented with paine, hee is 
plagued in his name, in his goods, in his boy; inhis ſoule, in 

imſelfe, and thoſe that belong vnro him : for the latter; It is 
conſpicuous, and notorious: hefaith; thathe js inthis ciſe'iv 
the mid5t of the congregation and aſſewblie; either for that his 
facs,and misbehauiour are cenſured by the Magiſtrate-to his 
often rebuke, and infamie in the publike afſembl ; or becauſe 
his plagues were vniuerſally knowne to the multitude, and all 
men vnderſtood what filrhineſſe he had committed, and what 
calamities he nowſuſftained. By the ſame argument, and after 
the ſame manner /ob deſcriberthy the miſerable condition of 
the wicked,they are deftrojed, and as it were ground to pecces 
in the gate, 


Verſe 15. Drinke waters ont of their owne ciſterne,and run= 


ning waters ont of thine owne wellit!: - ©) 20 


TS ſcope of theſe words, and others following,is to per- 
.& {wade mentoa contrary courſe,namely,toa chaſt;cleane, 
and honeſt conuerſation, alluring them thereunto by a: pro- 
miſe ofan happie'ſtate and condition, contrary to that of the 
whoremaſter, for hee :oppoſerh Gods bleſſing *and plentieto 
that bitcer cup of. curſt'andipenurie;'which thoſe wretched 
finners-were driuen to acknowledge that they had drunk of fo 
deeply : wherein thou-muſt note alſo that honour, and bodily 
welfare, and:comfort of heart, being oppoſiteto the diſgrace, 
diſcaſes,and vexaridn of minde,areto bet ynderſtood as well: 
as maintenance fory#h6eſtare, though that onely, and none of 
them be expreſſed ,Drinkewaters owt of thine owne ciſternes, 
In the land of Iſrael; and the countries bordring ypon it, wels, 
and cifternes of water were very precious, and efteemed for 
peſicfhons of greatworth, as appearethbythe eftimation A- 
" brabamand:{ſaack bat them: io: and. ſomiuch-may be colle-< 
Qed from rheſpecchoitlicmoivan of Saniazia to Cbrifty. Are 


I! thow 
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thou, greater then onr father Iaceb that ganowe this well,and 
dranks thereof bimſelfe, aud his children, and his catteil? Fox 


water was the ordinaryand common drinke(though they had 
alſo wine) and ſweeter and better then ours eCa2 this 


being aprincipall commodirie is put here for all others. And 
whereas he doth ſay,drinke, itis a precept, andan incourage- 
ment mixedtogether : asif he ſhould haue ſaid, Keep thy ſeife 
honeft,and beware of that beaſtly woman, that ſo thou maift 


xetaine thine owne pofleſſions, and enioy the comfortable yſe 


and benefit of them, 


Verſe 16, Let thy feuntaines be diſperſed abroad, and riners 
of waters in the ftreetes, 2 


17. Let thembeonely thine and not « ſtrangers with thee. 
18. Let thy fountaine be bleſſed, &e. 


Et thy fonntaine,&c.Looke ſo to thine owne eſtate as that 


_ Aathoumaiſtbeablero communicate to others, and bee not 


niggardly,but liberall to diftrihute.cochoſe which be in wizs 
ana the riners of thy waters in the ſtreetes, viz. Letthoſe good 
things wherewith the Lord hath endowed thee, be made pro- 
ficable forthe comfort of many,and cuenforthe publike be- 
nefit of theplace where thou dwelleſt. So that where the fin- 
full adulterer: had not enongh loft ro maintaine himſelfe, a 
good man that in conſcience; andfeare of God flieth fram 
that finne,ſhall hate wherewich: hee: ſhall bee ablerorelieue 
many others. Les thembe thine owne.He meaneth not but that 
Go ſoul have the vſe of them, as _ - — ACCOr- 

ing tothe former verſe; but that't ould be rightly poſ- 
Gfed andnce riotouſly.ſpent. primary hors. thee, 
xz. Bring nat to paſſe by thy falliean@ diſorder, thou ſhoul- 
deft bodoem ypon thy luſt;and' make vite:companions: 
cither owners of all,or to ſhare equally witch thee;and ro have 
2s much __ doe with TS 14h —_ - hy 

Let thy fountaime: be bleſſed. Bee vertuous in [ | 
veſſel o-holines and honor,auoiding the lutofeqboupifornce 
he mexcifild w niinificing co chemuhiat be aan = 
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bee prouident not to fpend thy goods ypon ynworthy per. 


ſons, and thy fowntaine,thy Rate and poſlefſions Thallbe bleF= 

ſed, God by his providence, and  goodnefle ſhall proſper 

them, * | ET YR 
erfnd reiejne With the wife of thy youth. Aitherto hee hath 


prohibired adulcery,aad giuenmen warning to beware of it; 


and now hee preſcribetha remedie, which whoſoeuer ſhall 
vic, ſhall vndoubtcdly be deliuered from the perill of it : and 
thac is,cheloue andkindewfage of om owne yoke-fellow : 
which loucis here intimated bycheeffe&t of ir ; rewojee, viz, 
with the wife of thy youth, take pleaſure and delight (ja her ; 
hue cheerchully with her whom the Lord hath firſt matched 
with thee, as moſt naturally louing, and cobee beloued. And 
ſo oughtmenatiorodeale withtheir ſecond wines, and ſuch 
2s are-matrones, ant ancient, 'Bathhebah deſerved to bee as 
much beloued of Dawid, as Archol, and no doubt ſhee was 
a great ioy and comfort to him, | 
_ Verſe19. Letherbe n5che lowing Hinde,andpleaſant Roe: 
tet her breaits ſatisfie thee at all times: and onvvitbes inher lowe 
continually. - TOO i | 


AT this is illuftrared bytwo compariſons, one of the 
A Hart, and the other ofthe Roc- bucke ; both which doe 
exceedingly loue, andin their loue follow'sfter their mates, 
the Hinde, and the Roe, 'Let her breaſts, fatinfie thee at all 
times, The'imcansronomrſh andpreſerue this love is,to con- 
tinue a cooftanc liking of, and comentment wich her perſon, 
that as it was pleaſing to thee when thou diddeſt firſt ſer 
thine hearrypon her,and make choice of her; ſo no infirmi+, 
tics ſhould canſerhy mindto beatienated away fromher,aod 
dote-ypon others. Let herbrea?s, &C. Nerpreſenes,and per- 
ſonage, ;and the vic of her body ſtiifie tbe, as well delight 
thine eyc8, and orherwiſe ſuffice, as the nike of tbe mothess 
brealts doth contentrthe apperite of rhe infant, Ar alltimes, 
not onely inthe lower of youth; 1nA Fi! ſhiiefle of beautiegbyrg 
alterwards whea faircneſteand naremili beaiicic ſhallbeede- 
ya | cayed, 
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cayedzeuen during the whole, ſeaſon) you ſhalllivetogether, 
" Angerre thou in her lone, ſpare not to bee inamiored with her, 
"and rather haue too high an opinion of her, then too meane : 
thinke her for thee, andin thine eyethe beautifull of all o- 

thers: walke with her,talke with her ; be moſt kinde and lo- 
ving vnto her, andler her bee moſt acceptable and pleafing 
yntothee. 


Verſ. 20.. For why wilt thou my ſon,be raxiſht with a ſtrange 
woman,or imbrace the boſome of a ſtranger? 


erefolloweth the conclufion of this whole matter ypon 
the premiſes inferred ; -- 
| (1, Hee.ſheweth that there remaineth no cauſe at 
| all why a man ſhould giuc himſelfe to whore- 
dome, and deale perfidiouſly with his wife, 
wherein 4 verſe 20, | 
2, He ſheweth the dangerous cRtate of them that 
breake wedlocke to commit whoredome, verl., 
21. 22.23« | 


The former he propoundeth by way of queſtion, deman- 
ding why,as ifhe having gathered his arguments together, he 
ſhould hauethus ſaid : Wherefore my ſonne, ſecing whore- 
dome hath ſo manyiand ſo great diſcommodities and diſcom- 
forts following on the one fide, and a good wife brings ſo 
many,and ſo great comforts on the other ; what cauſe or rea- 
ſon is there, why leauing or forſaking thy wife, thou ſhoul- 
deſt giue thy ſelfe vnto an harlot, and commit wickedneſſe 
with her? (for ynder honeſt words of imbracing her bo. 

Some, he vnder}ands the filthy aR of adultery : foraſmuch as 
he thatis ſo impudent and audatious to doethe one, will not 
be aſhamed,or afrajd to practiſe the other.) If there were no 
comfortto be foiind in the company of a lawfull wife, yer the 
diſcommoditics that follow vpon a whore ſhould difſwade 
thee from.her, If there were no miſchicfe froma whore, yet 
theſolace which a lawfull yoke-fellow will yeeld, would 
make thee preferrcber beforethe haglor, 23, 
+ 194-< adn | Verſe 21, 
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Verſ.21, For the waies of man are before the eyes of the 
Lord,and he pondreth allhu goings. 


Tax latter part ofthis concluſion touching the dangerous 
eftare of adulterers, hee declareth by generall reaſons, 
which are common to other finnes with this, The firſt is from 
the cleere ſight of Gods eyes, which is ſuch, as all the waies 
of all men are ſeene of them, and ſocleercly, diſtinaly, and 
perticularly, as if they lay, or were purpoſely ſet one by one 
ouer againſt his eyes, ſo that heneed not to turne backe,or ſo 
much as co turne aſide to Jooke vpon them, This argumene 
is encreaſed by his curious noting and obſeruing all our 
pathes, which is enlightened by a metaphor of weighing them, 
as the Gold-ſmith doth his gold and filuer in a paire of bal- 
lances. | : 


Verſ. 22. His owne iniquitie ſhall take the wicked himſelfe ; 
and he ſhall he holden with the cords of his ſinners. 
Verſ. 23. He ſhalldie without inftruftion,and for that inthe 


greatneſſe of his follie be goeth aitray, 


FT He ſecond argument whereby this danger is manifeſted, 
israken from the effe& of wicked mens finne, and by 
way of gradation, His owne wickedxeſſe(laith he) ſhall take the 
wicked himſelfe, howſocuer for a time the adulterer, or any 0- 
ther vyngodly man ony goe abroad freely, and bee out of all ® 
trouble,yet at the laſt his ſin, and Gods iudgement for them, 
like aSergeant,or Conftable,or other officer ſhall apprehend 
him : for his conſcience ſhall checke him, and ſummon him 
before.the tribunall, ſeate of God, beſides the externall cur- 
ſes and plagues that ſhall ſeaze ypon him,and hee ſhall bee held 
with the cords of his fiune,his guiltineſſe and puniſhments, the 
terrours ofhis hart with plagues and miſcries ſhall,as Taylors, 
binde him with luch bonds. or irong,as it were,as that he ſhall 
not beable with wit,or wealth, or all the meanes hee can yſc 


to free himſelf, and eſcape from Gods yengeance, At him 
Ji cath. 
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death and defiruQion,as the Lords executioners ſhall rake a- 
way his life from him, and torment him withthe damned for 
eucr, Now all this ſhall betall him for want of inftruttion, be- 
caulc he refuſed to be inftrufted, «nd goeth aftray in his great 
 follze, rurneth our of the good way of holineſſe and rightcouſe 
nefſe,and wandreth in his carnall reafon,and fleſhly luſts, and 
according tothe peruerſenes of his obflinate and wilfull harr, 
which of all follies and madneſle is the greateſt, grofleſt, and 
moſt palpable: no child is ſo file, no idiote is fo fimple, no 
franticke perſon is ſo deuoide of ynderſtanding, no bealt is ſo 
brutiſh, as hee that will reie& Gods wiſe counſell ro fatisfic 
himſelfc in his finfull defires, 


CHaPTER. VI. b 


— —_— 


—_— —— Lg —_ 


— 


' "Verſ.r. My ſonne, if thou bee ſurety for thy friend, if thou 
ba#t ſtricken hands with a ſtranger, 

Verſ.2. Thon art ſnaredwith the words of thy month, thou 
. art taken with the words of thy month, 


'C ww - 


He inſtruQions contained inthis chapter are of 
% two ſorts, Some are cauecats to beware of vyi- 


by 
S; 
AY 


> ces:ſomepreceptstoimbrace the doAtrineand 
d. rules of wiſedome, which dire& ro the exerciſe 
395>67%-, of yertue,in the 20.21.22.yerſes. Three kinds 
- - of vices are forbiddentone which carrieth a ſhew of duty,and 
amongſt vynwiſe men is very plauſible, and thar is raſh ſureti- 
ſhip,in the five firſt verſes: the next is a negleR of dury, and 
tanderhin omiſfionof that which ought to bee performed, 
and that is ſlorhfulneſſe,in the fix next : the third is that which ' 
15 contrary to dutic, andis the praQtiſe of that whichis finfull 
and eujll, and this hee diſtributeth into. many perticulars, 
whereof diners hetaxethtopgether,and crtbrfeflycondetn- 
neth, inthe 16. 17, 18. 2hd rg, vetſes: and one heepurſierh 
morelargelywitha ſer difcourſe and'profecntion, and that 

is 
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is the ſinne of whoredome-inthe rwelne laft verſes; : 
es it) x. Deſcribeththe peril}. verſ.1.2, 
Ofthis raſh ſuretiſhip, he 2, Preſcribeth the remedies for 
- >, 16, verl; 34:5; 
To ſhew the danger,he thus ſpeaketh in effeR: My fonne, 
if it ſo fall out with thee, (as fomtimes it doth with vnaduiſed 
men) that thou become apledge or ſurety for rhy neighbour ; 
or haſt giuenthy hand, bill, or bond for a ſtranger, ro whom 
thou doeſt owe no ſuch ſpeciall duty, do not efteemeit a light 
matter; but know thatthou art intangled in a ſnare, like ro a 
birdinanet,oraDeereinatoyle; and that which is an heauie 
caſe, thou art inſnared with the wards of thy month. For a man 
having given his word to another,and ſo he for whom he vn- 
dertakes make default of performance, and himſelfe not well 
able to diſcharge ir, is become a ſeruant, or captine ( ſo farre 
as the ſumme exrendeth) ro him to whom bee hath giuen his 
word,or bend, hee is fallen into the creditors hand, who may ' 
take the forfeiture, and ſo overthrow his Rare and familie, or 
ne may arreit him,and keepe himin priſon,or chaſc from place 
ro place,thar he ſhall be able neither to manage his calling, or 
with comfort, ſafety, and liberty to enioy the ſociety of his 
neighbours; 


Verl. 3. Doethis now my ſonne,and deliner thy ſelfe, when 
thou art come intsthe hand of thyſriend, goe humble thy ſelfe, 
and ſolicite thy friend; OPT ED Go | 

york 4. Gine not fleepe to thin eyes, nor [umber to thine 
eye lids, | mo 
6 Verl.5. Deliner thy ſelfe,as the Roe fromthe hand of the 
hunter, aud a bird from the hand of the fow!er, 

by os remedietobee v{t ih fuch a diftreſſed eftare js heere 
-&cpropoſed; which eofiffleth in ſubmiſfive bumiliation, 
and importunate ſupplicarion, Heperfwadeth a'man ouerta= 
ken this way, and in hazard to be ouerthrowne,to hearkento 


his coudſell, ſaying, Doe this now my ſon, deliner thy ſelfe, for 
| _ 


Verſc4., 


_ gs 


Verſ.s. 


4s much as thou art come into thy neighbors hand, left the ſnare 


intrap thee, or be hurtfull to thee or thine, in asmuch as thou | 


art fallen into the power of the creditor, doe thine endeauour 
to bedeliuered out ofit,vſcall good meanes for thine indem= 
nitie, in moſt humble manner,8 be importunare,and almoſt 
impudentin preſſing thy friends or neighbours tas the credi- 
cor,that he would deale fauourablicinthetime,or in the ſum, 
or in other caſes, as there is occaſion: the debtor for whom 
thou art bound, that hee would finde meanes by himſelfe, or 
his friends to make payment; and friends that they may helpe 
thee with counſell,or their fauour, or their purſe, if needre- 
quire,and they be able. Now if any thinke thisa baſe thing to 
humble himſelfe, it may bee to his equals, yea peraduenture 
to his inferiours, Sa/omox telleth him-that hee muſt conſider 
that heeis now fallen into his haxds, and thereby is become 
captiue,and as it were a ſeruant; and therfore as the caſe now 
Nands muſt make no difficulty to ſeeke, and ſue, and to pray, 
and entreate,as an humble ſuppliant, | 
In this he requireth celerity, and preſent proceeding : de- 
laies are. dangerous, and therefore in ſuch a buſinefle by all 
poſſible meanes to be auoided ; wherefore, faith hee, Giue no 
ſleepe to thine eyes, nor ſlumber to thine eye lids, goe inhand 
with it this preſent day, and deferre it not ſo long as the next 
morrow,before thou goeſt to bed,or takeſt any reſt, with all 
ſpeed and diligence ſeckethy ſecurity, and obtaine thy free- 
ome, | 
Finally,as he admoniſheth thatthis be done ſpeedily, and 
without delay, ſo doth he aduiſe to doe it carefully,and with 
out remiſneſſe, and that by the example of brutiſh creatures. 
As therefore the Doe, and other beaſts, labour by all meanes 
ro eſcapethe purſuit which is made after them;or as the foules 
ftriueto get out of the net wherein they arc intangled ; fo | 
(fairh he? endeauour thou with might and maine; ro-come 


out of theſe cumberſome bonds of ſurcetiſhip, — | 
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Verſ.6. Goe tothe Ant,O ſluggard,confider ber waies, and 
bewiſe. 


Bee ſe ynaduiſed ſuretiſhip is more eaſily ſeene,and con- 
feſſedto be the cauſe of diuers mens calamities, the idle- 
neſſe is, and men bee moreready to hearkento admonicion, 
andtobe warned ofit ; hee therefore dealt mildlier inthe re- 
proofe of that finne,then of this ſlothfulneſſe : for hee ſerrerh 
' roughly vpon the {luggard, hee doth not ſozxe him, or child 
him at all, but rather checketh and chideth him, and that in 
ſharpe manner. This vice he mend condemneth by 
three arguments : firſt, by the abſurditie of it, and of their be- 
haviour which giue themſelues yato it,in the 6, and 7.yerſes: 
ſecondly, by the duration, and continuance of it; for thar ir 
holdeth them in bondage which oncefall into, in theg9.and 
Io, verſes: thirdly,by the euill euent thatwill follow vpon itz 
namely,penurie and want,in the elcuenth verſe, To ſhewthe 
ab tardiry of it he bringeth the example of a brutiſh creature, 
of a weake,ſmall,and contemned creature,to condemne their 
wretchleſneſſe which gue ouer themſclues to litherneſle; for 
itis a ſhame for men endued with reaſon, nottoprouideſo 
well for tkemſclues as the fillie creatures which are voide of 
reaſon ; but he doth not only ſend the {fluggard to marketheir 
examples,bur puts him to ſchooleto them, and makes them 
his maſter, thatthey ſhould teach him,and hee ſhould learne 
more wiſedome and ynderſtanding, Goe tothe Ant, faith hee, 
as if hee ſhould haue ſaid, There are many things that mighe 
perſwadetheetolabour,as Gods commandement, and ordi- 
nance; his promiſe to them that obey it ; his puniſhments on 
- them thatarc diſobedient; their owne neceſſity for the ſup- 
port of their eſtate; the example of painefull and indutirious 
- men: butT will vrge none of theſe, but that which may make 
thee aſhamed,y example of the feeble Ant; conſider her waies, 
obſerue her induftrie and diligence; a»d be wiſe, let her ſedu- 
lity prouoke thee,ſhake off thy ſluggiſhneſle, aud henceforth 
' depainfull and prouident: —_ greater point.of wiſdome 
- - _ CO” 1$ 
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is there,then by obeying Gods precepts both to provide for 
our {clues,. and be parrakers of his graciobs promiſe: or what 
greater folly, then to denie to God our owne endeueur for - 
our owne good? 


Verſe 7.8. Which having no guide, onerſeer, or ruler, prom- 
deth her meats in the ſummer, and gathereth her foode in har- 
weſt, Ts | vo ne 


_ thiogs hee commendeth.in the ant, or emmet: the 
one, her rcadineſſe,that ſhe worketh voluntarily without 
compultion: the other, her prouidence (if wee may io call it) 
that ſhe trauelleth ſcaſonably, and whilſt time ſerueth, lc is 
ſaid thar ſhe hath neither gaide,onerſeer,or ruler,ſhe hath nei- 
ther captaine,or leader to ſhew her the way; nor taskemaſter, 
or other like officer to appoint to her her taske, and call ypon 


her for the doing of it : nor king,or ruler to puniſh her negli-. 


gence,or want of forecaſt,nor toreward her for her diligence, 
And in this reſpeR, another kinde of creature is praiſed in the 
30.chapter. The locufts hant no king, yet goe they faorth all of 
them by bands, ſhewing their prudence :he ſaith, ſhe labou- 
rerh, bearing, and drawing foode,and matter forher lodgin 

with ſuch trauell and paine,as is almoſt incredible : that which 
one cannot doe alone, two or more combining themſclues 
together will cffet : #» ſammer,viz,when the ayre js wartime, 
and the way drie: & {mooth, and i» the harneſt, when graines 
of corne lie here;and there, ſcarterediabroad, which in wintcr 
are notto be had;andrhis tothe end ſhe may prouide,and lay 
vp againſt the time of neede, The-application hereof is cone 
cealed by Salomon, but to bee ſearched out by the reader, and 
declared by the interpreter; and; it-confilteth partly of are- 


-prehenſion,and partly of an inftruRtion; ; In the reprehenfion 
the ſluggardis rax<d, and obbraided, both wichregardleſnes 
of his owne good,andthe contempt of the prefidents of dilj- 


gence, which arc propoſed-ynto him, and thoſe gouernoprs 
which are ſer ouer him: as if hee ſhould haue faid, Of how 


-much blame art thou: worthic which haſt ſo mapy leaders 40 


conduct 


conduCt thee inthe way : ſo many.to call ypon thee, and vrge 
thee to thy dutic : ſo many commanders, and rulers inthe fa-: 
milie,in the Church,and in the Common-wealth, both to in-: 
courage thee inthy diligence, and to cenſure, and puniſh the 
contrarie, and yet notwithſianding thou paſle thy time in 
floth, and neglect the opportunirie, and lay. vp nothing for 
the time of neede? In the inſtruction euery man is taught to 
yſcthe benefit ofthe ſuxemer,and harxe/t of youth,and health, 
and opportunitie to lay vp, and prouide againtt chetime of 
_ age,ficknes,andother impediments,or necetfiies, 


Verſe 9.10. How long wilt thou ſleepe, O ſluggard ? when 
wilt thou ariſe out of thy ſleepe ? yet a little ſleepe,a little ſlums 
ber,a little folding of the hands to ſleepe. - 


He continuance of his ſlothfulnes, or ſleepines (for all is 

one, or at leaſt they are indiuiduall companions,theone 
begerting the other : for idleneſle fillerh the body full of hu- 
mours, and abundance of humours cauſeth-much ſlecpe) hee 
obieReth by way.ofexpoſiulation : How long wilt thou ſleepe ? 
Conſider how much time thou baſt loſt ; for bee thatſleeperh 
moderatly, yet commonly ſpendeth the third part of his life 
therein e whereunto if thou addeallthe reſt of thy time that 
thou haſt idlely, and vnproficably ſpent, thou ſhalt eafily ſee 
what lictle cauſe thou haſt to. beſtow any more in that ſlug- 
giſh manner; and therefore why wiltthou notbreake offand 
make an end? This rebuke is very emphaticall,as if the Lord 
himſelfe were by a mans bed (ide to call him to reckoning for 
= lofle of his time, and to rowſe him out of his drowſic 
cepe, = INOALY | 


Verſe'to. A little ſleepe, a little ſmmber, a little folding of 
the hands to ſleepe. 24] 


HE hee painterh out the ſluggard in lively colours, and 
to. expoſe him:to ſcorne, bringetly him pre Ogg 
owneſloth in his owne words, Letme haue (faith he) alicls 
| H 2 lleepe, 
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ſleepe, a little ſlumber; let me yer alittle fold my hands and 


armes together, as they are wont to doc that purpoſely fer 
themſcluesto {leepe, | 


Verſ.11. Ss ſball thy powertie come as on one that trazelleth, 
and thy neceſſitie 45 an armed man, 


Aſtly,he declareth the effeR and ifſue of this, and that is 
| Homo which is allegorically threatned to come with 
ſpeede and violence, the ſluggard reſembled ynto a ſlothfull 
wayfairing man,that maketh no ſpeedero goe with company, 
or to trauell at due houres, and povertie to the theete that 
commerh vpon him to take his purſe : neceſſitie ſhall there- 
fore ouertake him ſuddenly,as a (wit traueller doth him that 
walkethſlowly,dreaming therefore that hee hath wealth, and 

oods for many yeeres, hee is fallen into debt, and growneto 
- a beggereuen before he thought his eſtate had been decli- 
ning ; and asneceffitie makes halte,and iis felt before it is fore- 
ſcene,ſo it maketh as ſtrange an affaulr, it is better weaponed 
then the ſluggard, and ſo too hard for him, it will perforce 
haue that which it commeth for, and bereaue him of his ſub-. 
Rance,and cannot bee refiſted, Wee fee this yerified in many, 
whom neither great patrimonie left vnto them, nor wit, nor 
ftrength,nor ſtiends,nor entailes,nor any other meanes could 
preſerue from ruine, and ytter vndoing ; idlenes made them 
ynthriftic,and riotous,and vnthriftinefle and riot conſumed 
all their ample poſſeſſions, 


. Verſe 12. A nanghtie perſon,a wicked man watketh with a 
froward month, | 
13. He winketh with his eyes hee fpeaketh with his feete,hee 
reacheth with his fingers. ; 
14. Frowardves is.in his heart, he dewiſeth miſchiefe conti- 
wnally,he ſoweth diſcord, 


- 


: 


Auing reproued the vice that ſeemeth a vertue, and that 


. 
| 
H 


- © oo 
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Verſe 5. Prxovenns. + Tot 
to be a vice, hee commeth to the third ſort, thoſe miſdemea- 
nours which are notoriouſly knowne, and cannot be denied 
to be gricuous offences: and firlt he deſcribeth the lewdnes of 
the perſon: and ſecondly.proueth the pernitiouſnes ofthe yi- 
ces: and thirdly,threatneth aplague and iudgement to be ex- 
ecuted on him at length for both. The perſon is notified both 
by his properties, and by his effeQs: by his properties, thathe 
isnaught,vngratious,and difſolute,« man of Belial ?,that will * Bel; guol. 
beare no yoke of gouernment, either of God, or man: one 
tha lives as thoughthere were no law,of no worth, that pro- b el; iagual. 
fiterh nothing, or © ſhall riſe ro nothing,and is good for no+< beli iagna= 
thing,ora man of iniquitie, Thus is hee filed and intituled : /eh, 
forthe Hebrew compoſition will beare any of theſe fignifica- 
tions,or all ofthem. 

Then follow the cffeQts, that he is very infeious, and apt 
to corrupt others: as firſt, by his words, he walketh with a fro- 
ward mouth, it is his guiſe and cuſtometo ſpeake prophane- 
ly, irreverently of God and his ordinances : or that yſethto 
lie,to ſweare,and forſweare, to flatter,toſlaunder,to backbite, 
orto carrie tales ; the which abuſe of his ſpeech hee ſerteth 
_— by comparing themto a mouth peruerted,or drawne 
aſide, | 
Then ſecondly by his deedes, that hee doth notably abuſe \ , 
the ſeuerall parts and members of his body co doe miſchiefe, 
by ſeuerall geftures,and perticular ations: ſo that which he 
cannor,or dareth not perſwade by words,that he doth by his 
eyes,feere,and fingers, | 

And hereof he afſigneththe cauſe robethe wickedneſſe of ,, 
his heart,which he calleth frowardvneſſe; which hee doth ag- 
grauate by vtrering the ſame in the plurall number: for hee 
ſaith not, frowardneſſe.bur frowardneſſes; noting thereby that 
hishearr is filled and Ruffed with ſuch matter, from whence it 
is that it runneth ouer with ſuch words, geftures,and ations, 
2 are before ſpoken of. And further to decipher him in his 
damnable behauiour,he diſcouereth the manner of his praRi- 
ſes, be imagineth miſchiefe : fignifying that the naturall cor- 
ruption which is in him, being common to all men,increa- 

H 3 {cth, 
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ferh,and confirmeth by dexiſing,and in his minde,& thoughts, 


as it were, forging miſchiefe,no otherwiſe then a Smith, Pot- 
ter,or other Artificer doth his workes. Whereunto yet ano- 
cher circumſtance is added to make his finne our of meaſure 
finfull;that he is vnceffſant in his diuelliſh attempts, Whereas 
the Smith,and other workmen, worketh, forgeth,and frameth 
ſometimes, and ſometimes refterh, rhis man is forging, and 
framing villanie perpetually, and that to the hurt of many o- 
thers :for his whiſpering, flattering, lying, ſtorming, backbi- 
-— -— <HAnn contention,and raiſeth yp ſtrife,cuen among 
riends, 


Verſe 15. Therefore ſhall bis calamitie.come ſuddenly. ſud- 
den ſhalt he be broken without remedie. | 


| ® lo followeth the threatning ofthe plague and calami- 
tie to ſuch a man, which is no leſſe then deflruQion ir 
ſelfe : whichis amplified by the manner of it : firſt, He ſhall be 
broken in peeces : he ſhall not haue a ſmall wound, but a dead- 
ly —_ and vtter yndoing in his eſtate, name, body, and 
{oule: ſecondly, it ſhall be ſuddenly, vnexpeRed, nor feared, 
before euer he thought of it, which cauſeth it to bee the more 
horrible and hideous: and thirdly,it ſhall be without remedie, 
which nopolicie,nor power, no wealth, nor friend, nor other 
meanes whatſoeuer,ſhall be able topreuent, or remedie. The 
Prophet Iſaiah dothin an elegant manner denounce the ſame, 
ſaying : This iniquitie ſhall be unto you as a breach ready to fall, 
ſmelling out in an high wall, whoſe breach commeth ſuddenly, at 
an inftant : andhe breake it,as the breaking of a potters veſſel, 
that 1s broken in peeces,he ſhall not ſpare. 


Verſe 16. Theſe fixe things doth the Lord hate,yea ſeen are 
an abomination to his ſoule, 


N the premiſes we haue ſeenethe wicked perſon by ſundrie 
arguments deſcribed,and here we ſhall findethe pernitioufſ- 
nes of divers yices cuied, and in the firſtplace in a more ge- 
| nerall 


YVerſ® 17.18.19 Prxoyinss. _ 
nerall ſort,he reciteththe manner ofthem, fxe,yea ſener,theſe 
certaine number for yncertaine: for the Lord detefteth many 
more then rheſe, and as much alſo is offended with them, but 
a few are put forall: and it ſeemeththar theſe are heere men- 
tioned.as companions of ſlothfulnes, and therefore are cenſu- 
red next afcer it, as being commonly attendant vpon it; and 
theſe he proueth to be odious, and men ought to loath them, 
and likewiſe very dangerous, and men ought to feare them, 
becauſe God hateth them : which hefirſt exprefſeth in plaine 
words,and afterwards amplifieth by a correQtion,faying, they 
arc an abomination to his ſoule, ſpeaking of God, as of a man 
for our capacitie,and the more effeQuall affeRing of vs, God 
abhorrech nothing butthat whichis euill,and loathſome, and 
nothing is betrer which he abhorreth,neither can there be any 
ſafeticin doing that which is ſo offenſjue to him: being dif- 
oraced therefore by thar one argument, they are manitefled 
ro be vgleſome,and hideous; and as noyſome, and perilous, 
as if the vilenes thereof had been painted out by many others, 


Verſe 17. A proud looke,a lying tongue,and hands that ſhed 
innocent blood : 

19 An heart that deniſeth Wicked imaginations : feete that 
be ſwift in ranning to miſchiefe : | 

19 Afalſe witneſſe that ſheaketh lyes, and him that ſoweth 
diſcord among brethren. 


Heſe verſes containe a perticular enumeration of thoſe 

| fixe things, and that ſenenth which the Lord haceth in 
ſuch deteſtarion, The firſt is pride, which is ſer foorth by the 
ſigne thereof, a haxtieeye, for that chiefly ſhewerh ir ſclte in 
the eyes. The ſecond is lying, and vntruth, which is declared 
by the inſtrument wherewith it is vtrered, the torgue, which 
alſo therefore is made hatefullro God, Thethird is violence 
and crueltie,howſoeuerpraQtiſed ; but becauſe the hand com- 
monly is the agent of it, and is ſtained therewith, it is ſpeci- 
' fed, The fourth js the plotting, and deuiſing of miſchiefe : 
| | H 4 whereof 
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whereof becauſe the heart is the chiefe worker,and the ſpring 
alſo from whence it followeth, it is ſubie to Gods diſplea- 
ſure,and dereſtable in his ſight, The fifth is the delight in ill 
domg, andthe committing of it with greedineſſe, when men 
are preſſed and readie to any finfull attions ; which is argued 
by the fignes and effetts, that the feer are ſwift, doe wake haſt 
and runne hereunto, The fixth is flandering,or giuing wrong 
information againſt any man by accuſation, or witneſſe. beg. 
ring,o1 any manner ofreporting, This maketh the efhcierr, 
the partic guilty of it obnoxious to Gocs diſpleaſure. The lat 
3s to be a make- bate toraiſe diſcord amonght louing friends, 
and to {etthem ar variance, which before were atpeace, and 
lined in concord, Hee therefore which doth ſo, prouoketh 
the Lord, 2nd makerh a greater diſcord betweene God and 


himſelfe,rhen porſibly can be between neighbour and neigh- 
bour, 


Verſ.10. My ſonne, keepe thy fathers commandement and 
for ſake net the law of thy mother, 


Q? many vices having been reproued, heenow incerteth a 
preceptto furniſh the minde with knowledge and wiſe- 
dome,for the prevention of thoſe crimes,if wee be yer cleere 
from them,or to be cured of them, if we be faulty in them, as 
alſo to bee well fenced againſt that which hee is yet further to 
exagperate that Jothſome and deteſtable finne of adulterie, 
which he hath ſo ofcen inueighed againſt already :. 


An <xhortation. verl, 20, 21. 
where note 


And the reaſons of it. yerſ, 22.23. 24: 


Proper ſpeech, vcr,20, 
The exhortation is propoundedin a 


Metaphor, ver. 21, 


The former is,heepe thy fathers inſtruftion : for which, ſee 
chap, 1, yerl. 8, | : | 


Verl, 21, 
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Verſ. 21. Binde them continually vpon thine heart,tye the 
about thy necte, 


He fecondis binde them, &c.For which ſee chap. 3.ver., 
But heerc is added contineally, which was not in the for. 
mer place;to teach lat the heart or minde of man ſhould be 
alwaies cxecrciſed in the doArine of God,cucen then when hee 
hath not opportumty to ſpeake of it. 


Verſe 22. # hen thou goeft,nt ſhall leade thee : when thou ſlee- 
peft,it ſhall keepe thee : when thou a\va;eZt, it ſhall talke with 


fFrree, 


He reafon followeth, and is taken from the feet and 
comfortable effefs of Gods doctrine, deliucred, pri- 
uately or publikely, in all che ations and times of ourlife ; 
which he diſtributeth into three ſorts, walking, ſleeping, and 
an aking : after ſleepe againe,when we walke,viz,, when we are 
excrciſed in the waies and workes of our calling, he ſhall leade 


- © : viz, (hee ſhall guide and dircvs, that wee wander not 


into any cuilfwaythat may bedifpleafing ro God, hurtfull to 
our ſclues or others... Sce chap. 3. verl. 23, and 14: verſ. 12. 
When we ſhall lye. downe to ſlzepe, ſhe ſhall keepe vs, and bee as it 
were a watch ynto vs,that welcepe ſecurely. See chap. 3.24. 
It ſhall talke with thee when thou awakeFt,it will be as a famili- 
ar fricnd ro vs, conferring with vs in the night, inthe more 
ning,in the day time, of Ieſus Chriſt, of the remiſſion of ſins, 
of the mercies of God, of thepromilſes of the word, and of all 
heauenly and fſpirituall matters, 


Verſ. 23, For the commandement is a lampe,the law is light, 
anareproofes of inſtruftion are the way of life, 


*JE confirmeth this reaſon by an argument taken from 
the excellency and vertue of this doQtine, which is 
clcerely ſet downe by familiar. compariſons; The = of a- 
ampe,. 


Pſal.r 19.105. 
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lampe,whereof there is great vſe in the night; the ſecond of 
light, whereof there is _— vſcinthe _ the third,thar ir 
is a beaten way,whereof there is great vſe for paſſengers, and 
travellers, which he amplifieth by an argument from the leſle 
tothe greater: if the correions and rebukes of itare ſo,what 
arethen the milde direRions and promiſes ? and from the end 
whithericleadeth; namely, to life, viz. eternall blefſednefle, 
So that whereas we and our waies are nothing elſe but night 
anddarkenefle, and know not which way to moue han or 
foot, bur to our deftruRion, the doCtrine of God is for the 
night, & candle, and for the day, the Sunxe, that wee may ſee, 
and journey in the ready high way of faluation, The Pſalmift 
bath the very like ſaying, acknowleiging ro God that his 
word vas a lawpe to his feet,anda light to bu pathes, 


Verſ. 24. To keepe thee fromthe exillwoman, fromthe flat- 
tery of a firange woman. 


| Darla commendeth this doQtrine of God, & theſe cor- 
rections of inftruQion,by the end & yſe of them; namely, 
the preſeruation & ſafe keeping of a man from the danger of 
infection by an harlot,wherby he meaneth alſo fin of any ſort, 
though he purpoſely name this rather then any other; partly 
becaulc it is often the fruit of idlenefle, which hee hath cuen 
now impugned in thischapter, and partly becauſe the young 
man,whom he profeſſeth there to teach, is commonly much 
addiQed thereunto. Sce chap, 2. verſ. 16. 


Verſ. 25. Lnit not after her beanty in thy beart, neither let 
ber take thee with her eye lids. 


NB” hee commeth to rhe dehortation whereby hee dif- 


ſ{wadeth from her: 
I. Propoſerh, yerſ, 25, 
which hee ? 2, Enforceth with confirmations, verſ. 26. 
: to theend of the chapter, 
Of the former there are two parts; firlt,an admonition,that 


hee * 
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he doe not #» his heart luft after, or ſufferhis heart to bee en- 
ſnared by her beauty ; and that for two reaſons, both becauſe 


- even that alone is a degree of adultery, as our Sauiour hath Match. 5,28, 


taught,as alſo for that if the heart(which commandeth all)be 
ouercome, it willneuer ceaſe to worke ypon all the parts of 
the body,the eyes,cares,tongue,&c, vntillthe very aRit ſelfe 
be accompliſhed. The ſecond is a caueat,thatſhee take him not 
with her eye lids «wherein he —_— the eye fids,and coun- 
tenance of an harlot to a net, or ſnare, andthe harlots heart, 


| andherſelfeto an hunter, or fowler,and the partic allured by 


her wanton lookes,to the bird,or beaſt caught in a net, 


Verſ. 26. For by meanes of a whoriſh woman, a man is 
brought to amorſell of bread, andthe adultereſſe will hunt for 


pretions life. 


Ere hee backeth his admonition and caueat, with ſuch 
forcible conſiderations as might beſt worke vpon his 
reader, and make him to know how much it concerneth him 
ro regard them ; whereof two are here noted; the one, that 
this curſed finne drawetha man into pouerty, or beggeryra- 


' ther; the other,aſhamefull death, or that which is in Read of 


that,and worſe then that,an euerlaſting death. Touching the 
former, he ſaith, For a» harlot,orby mcans of an harlor,a mar 
z brought to a morſellof bread, from plentie, to penurie; from 
yariety of diſhes to one kinde,and that is dry bread ; and from 
ſufficiencie and fulnefſe,to a ſhort pittance, cuen one morſel], 
and many times this is to beasked at another mans doore, or 
atleaftto be giuen asan almes from another mans hand. See 

for this, chap. 5. 10. | 
The latter is lofſe of life, which all the attempts of the adul- 
terefle(the married woman breaking the bands of wedlocke) 
doe tend ynto, She hwnteth for pretious life, wherein he like- 
neth her to a cruell hunter,which purſueth an Hare, or other 
beaft,not to catch onely,but to kill it : which though ſhe doe 
not direQly intend and aime at, yetſhe effeReth and bringeth 
to paſſe: for through hergllurements,the perſon — g 
ollic 
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follie with her is expoſed to the rage of her husband, whoſe 
indignation is implacable, the ſword of the Magiſtrate, pro. 
ceeding ſeuerely againſt him,if not for the ſame crime, ”=” for 
ſome other thereby occafioned; and the wrath of God, who 
will cither infli atemporall puniſhment,to the vtter defiru- 
ion of the body, or elſe | apaia downe intollerable plagues 
yponthe body and ſoule for cuer, And this ſo prodigall ex- 
pence of life is hereby the more condemnable,in that it is pre- 
tioxs, of ſuch an excellent creation by Gods ownc hand, or in- 
ſpirarion rather by his breath, and carrying ſuch a ftampe of 
his glorious image,and capable of ſuch eternal blifſe as Chriſt 
hath purchaſed with his owne blood, and enery one ſhall en= 
toy, which through finne doth notmake forfeiture of it. 


Verſ. 27, Cana man take fire in bis boſome, and by clathes 
wot be burnt ? 

Vetſ. 23. Canamangoe vpon hot coales,and bis feet not be 
burnt? 

Verſ.29. Soi he that goeth in to his neighhours wife : who» 
ſoener toucketh her ſhall not be innocent, 


Hs formerly laid downe his poſitions, he now hand- 
leth them moreat large: and becauſe of the ſecuritie 
and preſumption of men, flattering themſclues, (that not- 
withſtanding all this which is ſpoken, and other mens ill ſuc-. 
ceſle in the pratiſe of this finne, they ſhal eſcape wel enough, 
eſpecially if they haue wit, or wealth, or others helpes where- 
by to ſhift for themſclues, and auoide the penaltie ) hee more 
at large confirmeth that hee ſaid touching the grieuouſneſſe 
and certainty of this puniſhment, by two compariſons of the 
like or equall,and another ofthe leſſe,The compariſon of the 
like is as if hee ſhould have ſaid; As it is impoſlible for a man 
to take coales of fixe from the hearth, 8 put them into his bo< 
ſome,berwixt his garments and body, and burneneither; or 
to tread on burning coales bare foot without ſcorching his 
feer : ſoit cannot be thata man ſhould haue carnall company 
with another mans wife, without making himſelfe guiley.and 


Ferſe 30.31. ProvuR 3% 109 
feeling the flame of Gods indignation, and incurring the 
judgements formerly mentioned. ob hath a fayingnort mych 
vnlike to this, rendring a reaſon among others, why hee ſo 
heedfully ſhunned this miſchicuous finne of adultery : Je 5s @ 


fire that conſumeth todeſiruftion, and would root ont all mine Iob zk-12, 


encreaſe. 


Verſ. 30. Doe not men deſpiſe a theefe if be ſteale to ſatisfie 
bu ſaule,although he be bungry ? 

Verſ. 31. eAndif be be found, he ſhall reftore ſeen fold,hee 
ſhall gize all the ſubſtance of his houſe, 


"To ſecond kind of compariſon wherby the point in hand 


is cleered,is taken fromaleſler finne,namely, theft, bein 


far inferiour to adultery,becauſe Gods law hath-not fo much. 


condemned it, becaufe he hath appointed no ſuch ſcucre pu- 
 niſhmentfor it: becauſe that the theefe caketh away more 
remote poſlefſions,and ſuch as are of leſſe value and cftimati- 
on: the whoremaſter the neereſt, the beſt, and rhat which is 
deareſt vnto him, the heart, the vſc of body,the fidelity of his 


wife : thetheefe commonly bereaucth a man but of part of 


his goods; the whoremaſter attemprs to defraud him and his 

of all,or of as much as he can, leauing a ſpurious and baſtard- 

ly ſeedinhis houſe to vſurpe his inheritance,or other poſſeſ= 
1 


ons after him. And yet the theefe eſcapeth not ſcotfree, 


notwithſtanding that need driveth him to fteale, Forfirſt,hee 
draweth vpon himſelfe ſhame and reproch, and is made ve 

contemptible thereby,as both this text affirmeth, and others 
teſtifie, /ob ſhewing the vile eſtate of certaine baſe compani- 


ons, ſaith, Mew ſhouted after thems,as at a theefe. See alſo le- lob zo.5. 


remiuh 48.27. And then hee hazardeth his eſtate thereby,ci- 
ther to overthrow it,or much impaire it: for looke how often 
heis apprehended and taken, ſo oft he ſhall be driuen to make 
reſtitution according to the law, though it bee againeand a- 


gaine,yeaecucreſcuen times and more, a certaine numberof 


times for an yncertaine : whichis to bepayed, though it coſt 
hico any thing, yeaall that he hath, yeathough his liberty goe 
alſo for it, ; 

Verſ.32. 
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Verſ.3 2. #ho ſo committeth adultery with a woman,lacketh | 
vnger/tanding : he that doth is deftroyeth by owne ſoule, 


Ow let ys {ce the inference : if there bee ſo much perill 

and hutt in a ſmaller crime, whart ſafety can there be log- 
ked for in this hainous offence ? If the needie theefe ſmart ſo 
for that faule, how ſharpely and extremely ſhall the adulte- 
rous malefaQtor be puniſhed for his egregious and enormous 

* wickedneſſe? He debaſeth him beneath the theefe ; firſt, in the 
follie of his minde, as the cauſe ofthis his vicious behauiour, 
he is more abſurd and brutiſh then he,and hath lefle wiſdome 
and ynderſtanding. Secondly, in the conſequence of his 
wretched life, and vncleane converſation, hee deftroyeth his 
ſoule, hee doth offer violence ynto his1life, and afcer a ſort 
becommeth a murtherer ofhimſelfe, by prouoking God ſpee-= 
dilyto ſlay him, andeternallyrto damne him, beſides other 
plagues following,whereunto he makes himſclfe lyable. 


Verſ. 33. Awonnd, and diſhononr ſhall hee get, and his re« 
proch ſhall not be done away. | 


R HE dwellethvpon this matter of the adulterers puniſh- 
ment,that hee ſhall finde there ſhall meete with him,or 
fall ypon him a woxrd,or ftroke,cucn a deadly ſtroke vpon his 
body and minde,infliced either by the Magiſtrate, the adul- 
tereſſes husband, or God himſelte. And ignominie vpon his 
name,cuen ſuch reproch as ſhal ſlicke to him, living and dead, 
and ſhall nexer be done away;(o that beſides the perill of this 
life into which the adulterer doth throw himſclte,hee doth 
expoſe himſelfe to perpetuallTeproch, 


Verf. 34+. For ielouſic is the rage of a man: therefore he will 
not ſpare in the day of vengeance. 

Verſ. 35. He will not regard any ranſome.zyeither will bee 
reſt content,though thou gineſt many gifts. 


"JE declareth the efficient of the threatned puniſhment to 
bee inflited ypon the attiltexer, namely, the m_—_ 
usban 
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husband of the harlot,co whom God will diſcouer his villa- 
nie wrought againft him;and whom hee” will raiſe vp, as his 
inſtrument to purſe that wicked caitife,proſecuting and fol. 
lowing the matteragainſt him with all feneriry. Andin theſe 
words he mceteth with,and refelleth che vaine illuſion of the 
filrhic perſon, who truſts either not to bee dereRed, ornot 
much to be moleſted, hoping that he ſhall find his-paramours 
husband very milde and fauo1able. Nay, faith the Lord, Thou 
haſt giuen him iuſt cauſe of iealouſie, and therefore thou ſhalr 
finde him full of wrath and indignation ; looke for no fauour 
at his hands, he neither will nor ſhall ſpare thee, jf hee ſtrike 
thee not himſclfe, yet hee ſhall deliuer rhee into the hand of 
the Magiſtrate tobe puniſhed, he will not conceale thy leaud- 
nefle, but publiſh it to the world forthy ſhame and infamie: 
yer, faith he,I hope faire words may preuaile much, eſpecial- 
| ly gifts and rewards, I will hire him to be filent, and to put vþ 
the iniurie offered; and ifa ſmall ſumme will not ſuffice;I wil 
give hima greater; if one gift will not preuaile, T will adde 
more vnto it,and beſtow many : hereunto the Lord replyerh 
that he ſhall bee made inexorable, that the ſight of abribe,or 
SunY offered for the deflouring ofhis wite;ſhall the more 
imbitter him ; and offer as many and as great as thou wilt, yet 
all ſhall doe thee no good, thou ſhalt for all this bee plagued 
and ſhamed. : 

. Now we muſt not conclude hereupon that this ſentence at 
all times ſhall certainly be executed: 'for many husbands are 
not acquainted with the indignities of this kinde, .which are 
oftcred ynto them; and many knowing of the diſhoneſty and 
faithleſneſſe of their wiues,are as bawdes vnto them, and ac- 
ceſſarie to their naughrineſſe, ſuffering and allowing them ro 
bee whoriſh and filthy: but euery adulterous whore-huntet 
may iuftly expe& this; when God ſetteth in with. them, and 
takes the matter into his hand, they know not how ſoone 
their wickednefſt may cometd light, and how fierce and an- 
gry a'mian may bee made, whom they lictle ſuſpeR to bee ſo 


implacable. ; 


% "2C, | > ;Chap.7. | 
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Verſe x, My ſonne,keepe my words, and lay vp my comman- 
dements with thee. . M ; M 


DAAEQN this chapter Sa/omer confirmerh from his 
EN) (7/33 owne experience, that which in the two for-. 
SS mer chapters, or clſewhere hee had teftified, 
touching the fraudulent and pernitious pra- 
Qtiſes of the harlot. The parts are three : the 

firſt is, an inſtigationto the ſtudious keepin 
. of wiſedome and knowledge, in the fiue firſt verſes, The ſe- 
txond is,a narration of thoſe things which hee had ſeene and 
obſerued in her impudent behauiour,and anſwerable ſucceſſe, 
tothe 24.vcrſe, Thethird is an application of the ſame ynto 
his readers,as an admonition and warning vnto them, inthe 

foure laſt verſes, | | 

In the firſt rerſe,the Prophet returneth againe to his gene- 
rall exhortation of receinivg,and keeping the doctrine, which 
he propoundeth, and is the ſame with the beginning of the 
ſecond chapter. 


Verſe 2. Keepe my commandements,and line ; and my law as 
the apple of thine eye. 
TO ſet an edge vpon his exhortation,that it might preuaile 
4 the better with ys,he addeth a promiſe of lift ww that he 
doth after a moſt emphaticall manner, commanding vs to 
lixe ; thereby teaching, how preſent, and certaine the happi- 
nes is that belongeth to the obedience of his precepts, After 
heexpreſſeth the manner howhe would haue vs to keepe his 
doQrine, by a fimilitude, viz. as the apple of the eye, as that 
which is moſt precious ynto thee: for a man will ward, and 


keepe off violence from his head, before all other parts d ru 
| | ; Ys 
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body, and regardeth the face more then any other part of his 
head,and hereſpeReth the eye more then any other part ofthe 
face: forthe eye is the light of the whole bodie, and therein 
the blacke, or apple of the eye, is molt deare vnto him; which 
appeareth alſaby the other Scriptures: as Plal.17.8, Keepe me 


as the apple of thine eye, And, He: that toucheth you, toncheth Zacha.s, 


the apple of his eye. 


Verſe 3. Binde them vpon thy fingers, write them vpon the 
table of thine heart. 

Verſe 4. Say vato Wiſedeme,T hou art my fister,and call Vn- 
derftanding thy kinſwoman. - 


E dclivereth the ſame precept in allegoricall ſpeeches : 
HE: firſt, he requireth to binde then pon onr fingers, that 
they may be as rings thereon, and for memorandums,as wee 
yſeto tycathread or filke about our fingers, to put vs inmind 
of matters not to bee forgotten, and to wxice them vpon the 
table of our heart, viz. that they may be as atabler hanging on 
our breaſt: as chap. 3.3. 

As if he could not ſatisfie himſelfe in this argument,he de- 
livereth the ſame thing in another ſimilitude, wherein hee at- 
tributcth a perſon to Wiſedome,and requirerh that there bee - 
ſuch inward friendſhip and familtaritie betwixt vs and her, 
as if ſhe were our ſiſter, and neereſt kinſwoman. Ir is a plea- 
fing thing to brothers and ſiſters,if they loue as they ought,to 


live cogether in one houle, as Lazares, Martha, and Mary : Ioht; 


or if by occafion of mariage they live in divers houſes, yer 


they delight one in another, and feaſt together, as did - obs [ob x, 


ſonnes and daughters.And thus conuerſant and familiar ought 
we to be with Wiſedome, and {o much the rather becauſe we 
are ſtrangers in the world,and hated of the world, becauſe by 
this kindred and afhnitic with Wiſedome, we become of kin- 
dred andalliance with our Sauiour Chriſt, 


I Verſe 
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Verſe 5. That they may keepe thee from the ſirange woman, 
from the ſtranger that flattercth with ber words. 


JF: athen vrgeth this preceptthus often agd many waies 
deliveted, by an argument from the end and fruite, which 
is to keepe vs from this foule and grieyous {inning againſt 
God, whereof he nameth one in ſtead of all,namely, adulte- 
rie, which he did before. Chap. 2.16. the 5.3.and 6.24. 


Verſe 6. For at the window of mine houſe, I looked through 
e he C aſement . | 
Verſ.7. And behold among the ſimple ones,I diſcerned among 
the youths,a young man ms. of vndertanding, 
Verſe 8. Paſſing through the ſtreete neere her corner,and he 
went the way toher houſe. 


night. 


frm followeth now a lively repreſentation of the for- 
mer doQtine touching adulterie, ynder an example in 
fa; whereof the wiſe man himſelfe who relateth it, was an 
eye witnes. And firſt he ſheweththe occaſion, or opportuni- 
tie that was offered vnto the hatrlot, whereby ſhe had matrer 
to worke vpon, in theſe two verſes, Secondly, the meanes 
which ſhe vſcth to effeR her purpoſe, and draw an ynwarie 
perſon to thjs finne,vnto the 21.yerſe. Laſtly, the event and 
ifſue,in 21.22.23.verlſcs, | 

The occaſion and opportunitic was that ſhe eſpied a heed- 
lefle perſon within her danger, whom ſhe might ſeaze vpon 
as a & pray for her. And he is deſcribed firſt, by his ignorance, 
and fimplicitie, hee calleth him « foo/e, yea, which is more, a 
man voide of heart, viz. of vnderitanding, iudgement, and 
wiſedome. Now he is ſo called,nor that hee isanaturall, (for 
harloss are not wont to fingle out them aboue other men)bur 


"becauſe he had not the feare of God, whichis the beginning of 


wiſedome, 


Veiſe 9, [n the twilight in the enening, in the black and dark. 


oe ett. Alien. 42 
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wiſedome, nor any good regard to keepe himſelfe from ſfinne 
by auoidiog the inducements to it. 

Secondly, by his age, calling him a young mar, youth, or 
—_— ; thereby noting, that that age is the _ {lipperie 
time of our life, and moſt prone, as to many other finnes, ſo 
eſpecially to this, 

Thirdly, the place is noted where he ſaw him,viz. i the y.f x. 
ftreete,at the corner that leades to the harlots howſe,like a fillie 
flye inthe cobweb, where the ſpider had libertic ro come yp- 
on him at her pleaſure, 

Laſtly ,by the time when hee wandred that way, that is,j# yg, 
the twilight, when it began to grow darke, at the cockſhote 
time, as 1t were, the ſeaſon that fitteth the whoremaiter, or 
harlot : according tothe ſaying of /ob : The eye of the adulte- ob 24.tg. 
rer waiteth for the twilight, 


Verſe 10. And behold, there met him a woman, with the at= 
tire of an barlot and ſubtill ms heart. 

Verſc 11. She is loud and ſtubborne,and her feete abide not 
in her houſe. 

Verſe 12. Now ſhe is withont,now in the ſtreetes, and ſhe li- 
eth in waite 4t exery corner. 


He former words declare how the ſimple young fellow 
calt himſelfe into perils, by approching Fl neere to the 
harlots denne : in theſe,and others that follow, wee ſee her ta= 
king the aduantage'by comming out vnto him,and artificial- 
ly getting him into her pawes. And for this purpoſe the wiſe 
mannoteth both what a one ſhe is, in the whole courſe of her 
behauiour,to the x 3.yerſe,and with what art and skill ſhe ma- 
nageth this buſineſſe, inthe others following. And one thing 
whercof hee taketh notice, and whereby hee deſcribeth her,is 
her apparell, wherein ſhe was tricked, and trimmed, vnbeſee- 
ming the modeſtic of a ſober Matrone, or the honeſtie of a 
chaſt woman, The ſecond is, her inward deceit,and guilctul. 

nes,in that ſhe was of « ſ#btill heart. The thirdis, her vnwo- Yerfatt.as. - 
manly diſpoſition,and properrics : ſhe is a babler, and tull = 
I3 tattle, 
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rattle.ſhe is ?ubborre.peruerſe,and rebellious to God, and her 
husband,ſhe is a gader abroad,and euery.u here giuento al- 
Jurc, and corrupt all thoſe whora ſhe can intice into her com+ 
panic, 


Verſ. 13. So ſhe cangit him,an hi/ca vim: and with an im- 


pudent fuce ſaid vnto him, 


Ns wee ſhall ſee how ſhe plaieth herpart in exercifing 


her craft and crueltie,to woke the ruine of the warilefle 
foole, which is catting himſelfe into her hajids, And this ſhe 
doth partly by vnco.nely ations : partly by countenance, 
ſhewing a braſen face, without feare, or ſhainefaſtnes :; and 
partly by diflembling ſpeeches, ſuch as hercafter follow, Her 
vncomely aQions here ſpecified are taree, The one is, thar fhe 
laid hold 3n him : (he ſhould not have indured him to /ay hold 
on her;but for her ro lay hold on him,was beyond all woman- 
ly modellic : the other, that ſhe kifled him, A wife can ſcarce 
without baſhtulnes h;ſſe her huſvand, but is rather to expe it 
from him, then to prevent him init; but fora woman to offer 
it to a ſtranger is a moſt ſhametull part, 


Veiſe 14. I hane peace offerings with me : this day hane I 
aid my vowes, | 
Verie15. Therefore came [ out;to meete jhee, diligently to 
ſethe thy face,and : baue found thee. E- 


Fry her diſſembling and inchanting ſpeeches, as with a 
call,ſhe allurech him into her houſe, offeringhim a baire 
which might perſwade him vnto it, and covering the net or 
hooke that might terrifie him from ir ; the baite is, good 
cheare, amotiue that preuailech much with young men, who 
commonly are much giuen vnto their appetice. The manner 
of the Iſraelites, and that according to the law of God, was, 
that in the Lords offerings, the far and blood being offered, 
part of the fleſh ſhould goe to the Prieſts,and partto him that 


rought it ; whereof they made afcaſ}, (for it was ſomewbatr 
DOE | Iaje 
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rare to-cate fleſh: And (alluding to this) S. James faith, Yee 
bane nouriſhed your ſelues as in the day of ſlaughter. Now:the 
better to couer her plot, and that hee ſhould not ſuſpeR her 
treacheric,and miſchieuous purpoſe, ſhe pretendeth £R. pic- 
tie and devotion towards God, to whom ſhe had offered ſa- 
crifice, which was an ordinary worke of religion, yea ſhe had 
made yowes, and ed was extraordinary, 
and leflſe yſuall : ſecondly, great loue, and good affeRion to- 
wards him,whom ſhe much delired to bee better acquainted 
with,and.co make partaker of ner beneficetice and kindnefſe, 
For this cauſe I am come foorth to meete thee : 2s if ſhe ſhould 
haue ſaid, Becauſe 1 beare thee moſt entire good will, as ſoone 
2s I aw thee, I longed for thy companie, and therfore I haue 
not ſent a meſlenger, which peraduenture would be more re- 
miſſe,anc ſlacke in intreating ofthee,but am come my.ſelfe co 
requeſt that I 1nzy bee bcholden ro thee to goe with me, and 
what good lucke is this chat I meete ſo happily with thee? 


Verſc 16. I haxe deckt my beds with conerings of tapeitrie, 
with carned worke,linnenof Egypt. 

Verſe 17. I haxe perfumed my bed with mirrhe, aloes, and 
Cynamom. 


Hi preuailed to bring him to ſupper, ſhe now per- 
{wades him to ſay all night, and take a lodging with 
her,and (which ſhe would haue him vnderſtand)that ſhe nee= 
dethnot to excuſe,as too homely,baſe,and courſe,but ſuch a 
one as will well ſerue a right good man, and tothat end doth 
ſet it foorth by the ornaments, furniture,and ſweetes of it : as 
ifſhe ſhould ſay, hou ſhalt haue avery cammodious bed, 
and chamber, with curious curtaines, and couerings, with a 
carued bedſied, with fine ſheetes, with ſweete pertuming of 
all ; I haue provided to delight all,or moſt of thy ſenſes;as th 
taſte hath alreadie been pleaſed with meates and drinkes, fo 
ſhall thy fight be with the ornaments of thy roome,and lodg-. 
ing, thy touch with the ſoftnes of thy lawnes, and thy ſmell 
with odoriterous perfumes :take a good offer therefore, and 
I 3 refuſe 


Niruch, 


Ha aiſh, 


Ob::, 
Anſw, 


Obieft, 
Anſw. 
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refuſe it not, thon ſhaltperceiue thy welcome, and thy. good 
entertainemen thou ſhalr be lod ged like a Prince, 


Ver. mn a fet vs take onr fill of loue till the n morning : 
let vs ſolace our ſelues with loges, 


Ow that the whore hath brought him to his chamber, 
or got him to bed, ſhee beginnerh to diſcouer her pur=- 
poſe, and foliciteth lijhns to the very act of adultery; and for 
the ſame alieageth-ſuch reaſons as may perſwade him vnto it, 

and preuenteth {uch doubts as may diflwade him from it; 
Come (ſaith ſhee ) ler vs ta ke oxr fill, and as it were make our 
ſelues drunke with loue ; meaning thereby the ſatisfying of 
herfilthy defire and luſt all night long, Her reaſonsaretwo, 
one from rhe cauſe, that it is an ad of loueand good fellow- 
ſhip, that thereby they {ha!l beſtow the time together like 
friends: the otheris the effeR, that it will bee ſweet, pleaſant, 

and dcelightſome to them both, 


Verlſ. 19., Fer the husband t is not at home, hee 1s gone a long 
tourney. 

Verſ. 20. Hehath taben a bag of money with him; and will 
come home at the day appointed, 


Hy: the naughty-packe doth ſecure him of fafety,”that 
heneeds not ro caft perils, nor dread aty- burr that will 
come by ir,for he mighrhaue bids © © 

What if thy husband come inthe meane time, and take YS 
with the manner,we are both vndone.' | 

No fearc of tha, for heeis nor at home; neither doth ſhee 


ſay, my busband is tor at home, but'the kiusband, ſpeaking 


contermpruouſly 8 diſcinefully of hitm,as if hee were a _ 
'per to her, 
* Bar whatifhe'comehome Khough' it belate;and finde mee 
in his bed, what ſhould become ofme? 

That cannot be; forhe is gone a /ong iourney, and hath; t- 


1 ken abag of motiey with him accordingly je will comeback 


by 
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by ſuchatime,and not afore : for the long abſence of her huſ- 
band is confirmed by two fignes:the one, the great ſumme of 


' money which hee tooke wich him for his expences ; and the 


other,the ſer day whercin he appointedto returne, 


Verſ.21, With much faire ſpeech ſhee cauſed him toyeeld, Likchah. 


with the flattering of her lips ſhe forced him, 


Itherto of the inticement ; heere followeth the lamen« 
cable and tragicall iflue and effe& thereof, which was, 
that he firſt did yecld vnto the finne, and after did ſuftaine the 
rieuous puniſhment thereof, The principall meanes wheres» 
y ſhe did perſwade him, was her ſpeech, which was both large 
and delightfuli; for ſhe vied many arguments : ſhee anſwered 
all obieQtions, her habite, her catching and kiſhng of himno 
doubr did worke vpon him, but the poyſon which did moſt 
intoxicate him was from her rongue, That which wee tran= 
{lace faire ſpeech,js in the originall,doctrine,or diſcipline, and 
hee yſeth the ſame as comparing her vnto a ſchoole-miſtriſle, 
bur of impurity, and impiety,and her followers to.ſchollers,or 
nouiccs learning of her : becauſe fooliſh men in their ſottiſh- 
nefle doe pur themſelues to ichoole to ſuch a teacher, rather 
then to lend their care tothe holy doAtrine of the Lord, The 
holy Ghoſtalſo declareth the degrees of his falling, and as it 
werc the ſteps of his deſcending. For firſt, ſhe bowed and en- 
clined him; thatis,ſhe moued his heart,and made it tractable 
to her perſwaſions ; and after drew, or rather draue him vio- 
lently to it with her words, 


Verſ. 22. Hegoeth after her ſtraight way, as an oxe goeth 
to the ſlaughter,as a fagle to the correttion of the ſtockes. 

VYerſ 27, Tilla dart rite through his liner,as a bird haſteth 
to the ſuare,andhnoweth that it 15 for life. 


ID Eforeitis ſaid ſhe moued him, yea ſhe inforced, and now 
A Iſhe hath cd him: far ſhee. hach made bim tofollowher 
into her houſe, yato her ablgingherchana ine her bers 
=>; 4 an 
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and ivtoher ſhameſull finne:: thus we ſee the firſt effe& of her 
praRiſes,the corrupting of him with that abominable filchi- 
nefle : the other, namely, the puniſhment and miſery is heere 
deſcribed by three compariſons of rhe like, as an oxe to the 
ſlaughter hoping that he is going to his tall or paſture, when 
he is [ed to theflaughter-houſe, or ſhambles to be knockt on 
the head,or haue his throat cut, The ſecond is, as a foole led to 
the ſtockes for cor: eftion,as a malefaCtor carried topriſon,and 
kept in bonds, vnt:ll aclart ſtrike through his liner, wntill the 
day of execution, when the dart, or tword, or other infiru- 
ment wherewith offenders were wont to be put to death, did 
pierce his body,and rake away his life, The third, as a bird ha- 
ſeech to the prey, flying ſwift, and making ſpeed to theplace, 
where ſhe looketh for food,and findeth a ner, grinne,or lime- 


ewigs, whereby ſheis intangled,caught,and killed, 


Verſ.24. Hearken now therefore, O children: attend tothe 
words of my month, : 


Verl. 25, Let not thine heart decline to her waies, goe not 
aſtray in ber pathes. 


HE applieth here that which inthe premiſes he had _ 
ted,cxhorting his ſcholers to hearken vnto him, and not 
ſuffer their hearts to encline to her waies,or their feet to wan= 


derin her pathes : as if he ſhould haue ſaid, Giue care to mee. 


my ſons,and liſten not to the harlot, whom God forbiddeth 
youto heare, and to whom if yee hearken, yee may evidently 
foreſee your owne ruine in this fimple young mans deftru- 
Qtion. + 

Let not thine heart decline to her waies, viz. doe not ſo 
much as in thy minde like ofherleaud or wicked dealing,and 
wander not in her pathes ſuffer nor thy ſelfeto be beguiled by 


: her to follow her courſes, or bee induced to conſent to her 
wicked motions, 


Verſ.. 26. Shee hath caft downe many wonnded; yea, 
flreng men bane bien ſuinebyber, © + Toi deer 
| | Verl,27, 
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V-rſ.27. Her houſe is the way to hell, going downe tothe 
chambers of death. 


" FE fortifieth his exhortation with reaſons : the one is= 
the miſchiefe which ſhe hath done to others : the other 

is the certaineperill to all them that haunt her, The former he 
allezgeth by way of preoccupation, to preuent a ſhift of him 
thatis vawilling to be admoniſhed, andtake warning by the 
example formerly produced: ObieF. It was but one mans 
hap and misfortune to ſpeed ſo ill ( faith he ) I will not be di{- 
couraged by the hard ſucceſſe of one,or ofa few. Anſw. She 
hath been burrfull ro diuers, way haut been caft downe and 
wonnded by her,vtterly overthrowne and fpoiled:intheir ſtate, 
credit, ſoule and body. Obie. Bur a few ſimple fellowes, 
weake men,ofno parts, wanting witto lookvnto themſclues, 
or powerto maintaine their 'owne fafety; Anſw, Yea, many 
ſtrong men haue been ſlaine by her, whereof one amongſtthe 
reſt was Samſon,8&c, To ſhew the certainty of the perill, hee 
faith,ber honſe i the Way to hell +. touching which, ſce chap. 2. 

18,and chap, 5. 5: 
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Verſ.1. Doth not Wiſedome crie * and Vaderſtanding viter 
herwoice? 

Vetſ. 2. She ftandeth inthe toppes of the high places, inthe 
way, in the places of the pathes. | 

Vetſ. 3. Shee crieth at the gates, at theentrie of the city, at 
the comming in of the doores. 


© fel 'T Auing inthe former chapter dehorted fromthe 
b - [2] © finneof adultery, and therin deſcribed the hare 
S\ [x |(& lotwith her entifing ſpeeches, and ſer downe 
= the effeRs therof: he now oppoſeth wiſdome 
2h &Z to the harlot, her doQtine to the harlots en-- 
NERINLEL WEFIFLL BELWLD Sr 
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ther : where wee are to obſcrue, firſt, what preparation ſhee 
makes to this buſinefle of 1nſtruction, in thele three verſes ; 
ſecondly,che trenour of her oration and ſpeech, whereby ſhee 
endeauoureth ro per{ yade and inſtruct men in the reit that 
follow, For preparation ſhe addreflcth ber ſelfe to be moſt au. 
dible,and ea{ieto be heard,and yieth the beſt meanes to haue 
an auditorie, and many to heare her, Her care to bee heard is 
argued by the earneltneſle of her calling, and as it were the 
contention of her ſpecch,in that ſhe is ſaid to cr3,and vtter ber 
voice, becauſe ſhe knoweth that her matter is good, and moſt 
neceflary, and mens eares very deafe towards her, but wide 
opento all words of follie, whereby the heart may bee poy- 
ſoned and infeRed,and therefore ſhe doth nor deale indica» 
tiuely,and by way of affirmation, bur interrogatiuely, and by 
way of expoſtulation, doth not wiſedome crie ? which is as1f 
ſhee ſhould ſay, Idemand of you, anſwere mee out of your 
knowledge and experience, whereas ye hearken to follie, and 
wicked men,and finfull womenentifing and alluring ro euill, 
isit becauſe ye are not taught, and called on by w:ſedowe, by 
the ſonne of God in his miniſters and ſeruants? Will ye then 
leaue a reuerent matrone, and hearken to a filthy ſtrumpet ? 
will yee forlake the Miniſters of God, and liſten ro ſeducers, 
and impoſtours,the miniſters of Satan ? Forprouding of au- 
dirors ſhe preſenteth her ſelfe ro the congregations and pub- 
like aſſemblies, by the miniſtery of the word ſhee publiſherth 
her counſels, and promiſesin the Churches, and meetings of 
Chriftians,and this he expreſleth by a fimile taken fromthe 
maner of the ciuill tate,as the Magiſtrate cauſeth his procla- 
mations to be promulgated in moſt publike places, where the 
Herald or crycr may be abouethereſt, and bee beſt ſeene and 
heard, where is greateſt frequencie and concourſe of people, 
as in waies whereby multitudes paſſe, and in the marker place, 
and the gates of cities, eſpecially where they were wont to 
keepe their Courts, and Seſſions, and came together for all 
marters of greatimportance. Secchap. 1. 20,21; 
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Verſ. 4. Vuto you, O men, I call, and my voice is to the ſons 
of men, | RAT ET Ot” 

Verſ. 5, Oye mple,under/tand wiſedome ; and ye fooles be 
of an underſtanding heart. ; 


N this oration the Lord Ieſus in the perſon of wiſdome, firtt: 
| men his doQtrine ro the twelfth verſe. Secondly, 
deſcribeth his owne holineſſe, to the two and thirtieth verſe, 
Thirdly, maketh application of all ynto his people, from 
thenceto the end of the chapter. 

That his dorine may be the better accepted, and worke 
the more cffeQually, hee direReth his ſpeech to the ſubies 
thereof,the perſons whom he dealethwith, perſwading them 
to be atrentiuve vnto ir, And then he deſcriberh by the adioynr 
of their conditions, as in reſpeR of their outward Rate ſome 
ofthem are more noble, and of higher degree, called men, in 
ſuch a word as many times fignifieth their greatneſſe, as thoſe 
thatare acquainted withthe tongve wherein this Scripture is 
'written doe well yndetftand : as in the fourth Pſatne, O yee 

onnes of men,viz,, Oye mighty perſonages, how long will zee | 
FR x be Some baſe. as the Ay oth alwaics incend w "4a 
it is ioyned with that before ſpoken of, which fignifieth ex- 
cellency, as it is vſed in the 49. Plalme. Both high and low, 
both ſfonnes of men, and ſonnes of Adarn, ſaith the Hebrew 
text : and the words follow in the ſame place doe interpret 
his meaning : both rich and poore, Againe, ſome of them are 
prudent and wiſe,fome ofthem are cleane contrary, Of them 
he makethtwo forts : [ple owes, ſuch as are ſerledin noone 
opinion, but are eaſily carried any whither, as a feather with a 
puffe of wind,andfoo/es,which are ſuch as hauing entred into 
a falſe opinion, or euill courſe of life, will with very great 
difficaltre be drawne from it,or not at all,voleſſe the Lord put 
to his mercifull hand and rechaime them; And yet is the caſe 
of neither of them, deſperate, for itis not impoſſible forthe 
ſpirit of Sod to eftabliſhthe ſimple with wiledome, and to 
makethe foble'to' be of #n vnderitanding heart : for the pre- 
2h | cept 


Negidim, 
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cept of God commanding them to be ſuch, containeth in it a 
promiſefor their encouragement, that if they will not be wil- 


full they ſhall be framed to be ſuch, See chap, 1. verſ, 22.23, 


Verſ.6, Heare, for Iwill ſpeake of excellent things,andthe | 
opening of my lips of right things. 


ety to ſer forth his doQtrine by the wor- 
thineſſe and ſoundnefle of it. For the former he ſaith, he 
will ſpeake of excellent things: the word fignifierh Princes, 


viz, principall ſayings and ſentences, as far excelling others, 


as Princes doeinteriour perſons, For the later hee telleth ys, 
that the opening of his month,that which he had vyttered by ir, 
4s of right things, which are called right, righteouſneſle, or 
Araitneſle, becauſe: they leade vs directly to erernall life and 
.happineſſe, without any turning eicher ro the right hand or ro 
the left: and it is ſet downe in the abſtraQ, being »ightneſſe, 
rather then right,and intheplural number,beiog called right- 
.neſles, rather then rightneſſe, ropreferre it for the fingular 
vertue and holineſſe, before allhumane words and writings : 
for they are altogether crooked, or haue ſome crookedneſſe 
in them,or are imperfeR in meaſure of puritic, which in this is 
moſt perfe,compleat,and abſolute. 


Verſ. 7. For my month ſhall ſpeake the truth, a#d wickednes 
i abomination to my lips. 


Hz maketh good his generall aſſertion by the enumerati- 
. on of perticular adiuns wherewith his doQrine is 
oraced.thereby firſt proving it to be ſound and right, in this 
yerſe,and the rwo next following,and then to be worthie and 
excellent,in the tenth, and cleuenth verſes, The firſt oftheſe 
3s verity ; he ſaith that his moxth, and che inftruments therein 
contained, the palatby name,(by which the voyceis framed) 


put for the perſon ſpeaking,ſhallſprake the truth,or the whole * 


trurh, an heauenly truth, a diuine truth: whereas other wri- 


tings are cither altogether vacrue, or have yatruches mixed 


with 
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with truthes,or at leaſt containe but an humane truth, note- 
quall ro this which hath light without darkenefle, and verity 
without faſhood,and nothing but that which is celefhiall, and 
ſuggelied by Gods holy ſpirit,avd wickedneſſe is an abomina- 
tron to my lips : he cleereth and confirmeth this by the contra- 
ric, which is lying,in ſtead whereof hee nameth wickednefle, 
which hee ſaith his lips abhorre, viz, hee doth ſoabhorreir, 
and hath itin ſuch deteſtation,as that it is impoflible it ſhould 
proceed out of his lips. 


Verſe 8. Allibe words of my month are righteonſnes, there 
is zothing froward,or peruerſe in them. 


T2 ſecond is iuſtice, or righteouſneſſe, all that hee com- 
mandeth is Jawfull and good,all that he forbiddeth-is vn= 
lawfull and euill; all that hepromiſech is equallto be perfor- 
' med,all that he threatneth is worthie to he executed : and this 
he maketh cleere by the contrary, there ts nothing froWard or 
peruerſe in them,nothing that is wicked and yngodly is affir- 
med,or enioyed,or allowed,or cloked,or any manner of way, 
or for any purpoſe pronounced and yttered therewith, 


Verſ. 9. They are allplaine to him that vnderſtandeth ; and Necechim. 


. right to them that finde knowledge, 


= third is perſpicuity,and eafinefſe to bee apprehended, 
and fo by the aſſiſtance of Gods ſpirit not hard to bee 
practiſed : which is ſer forth by a compariſon of that which is 
22026 right ouer againſt a mi,or by a way that lyeth direQly 

cfore a mans eyes, yet this ſaying is limited by the ſubieQs, 
all promiſcuouſly diſcerne not this, for they are very obſcure 
to many, bur ſuch as are iuditious, which imbrace the. do= 
Qrine of wizedome, which haue ſought vnderſtanding at wiſ- 
domes ſchoole, and there found it, theſe ſee the evidence and 
cleereneſle of Gods holy counſels, and hgauenly myſteries, 
becauſe they are rexealed vnto them by hy ſpirit, which oy 
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ſhall faileto receiue that ſeriouſly, and in vprightneſle ſecke 
him ia his word,and the miniſtery thereof, | 


Verl.10, Receine mine inftruftion,and not ſilner; and know- 
ledge rather then choyce gold, 

Verſ. 11. For wiſdome is better then rubies : and all thin 
that may be deſired arenot to be compared with ber. | 


H: proueththe I, and delights of 
his doctrine by compariſon, with {wer aud gold, and 
whatſocuer defireable things ; and therefore as it is more ex- 
cellent then they, ſo wee ought to preferre it before them by 
_ our defire more ypon it,and taking more paines for it, 
then for any,or all ofthem. Receive mine in/iruttion (faith he) 
and not ſilxer, viz.. get it with greater induftric then thou 
wouldeſt vſe for filuer, as may appeare by that which follow- 
eth : for it is not his purpoſe = to condemne filucraltoge= 
ther, bu to put it behinde grace, whereunto it is ſo farre infe- 
riour, whichis meant alfo of the gold and Iems, &c. yetin 
ſome caſe the words may litterally be vnderſtood, as if inftru- 
ion and fuer cannot be both poſleſſed together ; then ſaith 
he, Receine mine inftraftion, and not filuer, bee ſure to enrich 
thy ſoule, how poore ſocuer thou be in thine cſtate, The He- 
'brewes were commended by the Apoſile for obeying this 
precept,and following this counſell, who ſuffered with toy the 
ſpoyling of all their goods, knowing that they had « better an en- 
ing ſubſtance in heauen, For which ſee chap. 3.14.15. 


Verſ.1 2. [wiſedome dwellwith prudence and find out know - 


ledge of wittie innentions, 


VrSauiour hauing ſo largely and ſo worthily extolled 

his wordand Goſpell,doth encourage hispeople to im- 
brace the ſame according to his direQtion,by that al-ſufficien- 
cie which is in him, both to informe them with knowledge 
and ynderſtanding,and to performe albbis promiſes which he 
doth make ynto them; and fir{t he telleth rheny for their _ 
ns £ 
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fort that heis not onely wiſe, bur. wiſedome it ſelfe, euen the 
wiſedome of God: heis alſo goodnefle, hee is alſo power,as 
the Apolile teſtifieth, But here he ment1onerh this attribute, 
and aſſumerh thistitle,and partly becauſe his Goſpell, and mi= 
niſtery,is commonly of foo/es condemned of folly, and partly 
becauſe it is his office to bee the teacher of his Church, ir be=- 
longeth vnto him ro dictate all the Scriptures, and to inſpire 
the Prophets and holy men for the writing of them : it be. 
longeth to him to qualifie all bis Minifters, whether Apoſtles, 
or Prophets, or Euangelifts, or Paſtours, or Teachers,andto 
giue them gifts of knowledge fit fortheir calling:it belongeth 
to him to jlluminate the minds of his ſeruants, and to worke 
the effeRt ofhis miniſtery within them.Being then the pr 

tuarie' and treaſurie of wiſedome for the yſe of the whole 
Church;and euery member thereof,in all agesand places, hee 
animateth them by this,that his ſtore of wiſedome can never 
be exhauſted, becauſe hee not onely hath great ſtore thereof, 
butis it, and thatin an infinite perfeRion, I dwell with pru- 
dence,the wordtranſlated pradence is often raken in the euill 
part,for craft and ſubrilty, and many times in the good part, 
eſpecially in this booke : as inthe firſt chapter, and 4. verſc: 
to give ſharpeneſſe of wit,cc.And ſoitis here, for holy diſcre- 
tion whereby a man is direed whar to do,and what toleaue 
vndone : where to go,& where to ſtand til] : where to ſpeake, 


1.Cor.1,24. 


and when to bre filent : but eſpecially to auoide the ſnares 


which the diuell,the wo: 1d,and our owne corruption haue ſer 


for vs : this doth Chrift not onely for himſelfe, bur for the vſe- 


of hispeople,whichis his inherirance andeuerlafting pofleſſi- 
on, The word i»habiting,is vſcd inlike ſenſe in the propheſie 
of Iſaiah. Fer thus ſaith the high and loſtie one, that imhabiteth 
eternity: I finde ont,not onely in my ſelfe, but alſo cauſe them 
that reucrenceand efteeme me, to ſeeke and finde wittie in- 
#entions, fuch aduiſed and confiderate cogitations, as where- 
by my ſeruants doe not only procure good to themſelues, bur 
reuent and hinder the euils which their enemies ſeeke to 
ring ypon them, | 


Verlſ, Ih. 
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1:3 + PRovneRBS. Chaps. 
Verſe 13, The feare of the Lord is to hate enill pride, and 


arrogancie,the enill way,and a frowvard month doe I hate, 


H* commendeth this prudence and wiſedome by the 
racious fruite of it,(as may be colleed fromthe cohe- 
cds feare of God, wherewith Chriſt as Mediatour, and 
our Sauiour, was moſt plentifully inriched in his owne per- 
ſon, according as ſaiah prophecied of him : The ſpirit of the 
Lord ſhall reſt upon hm, the ſpirit of wiſedome, and vnderſtan= 
ding : the ſpirit of connſell, and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, 
and the feare of the Lord, With whe ſame alſo doth he indue 
the members of his myiicall body, and therein a principall 
part of their wiſedome doth confiit, as he hath formerly teſti= 
fied: The feare of the Lord is the beginning of wiſedome, And 
as the feare of the Lord is ſo bleſſed a fruite of wiſedome, ſo 
is the hatred of finne as notable an effcR of that : which hee 
ſetreth foorth by the particuler ſubiects of thoſe odious vices, 
which men ought to abhorre,and his people by vertue of this 
feare ſhall be made to abhorre in that manner (though not in 
ſo full meaſure) as hee himſelfe doth abhorre them. The feare 
of the Lord is to hate enill : Sound religion and godlinefle 
(whereof reuerence or the fearg of the Lordis one of the prin- 
cipall parts) worketh in thoſe who are furniſhed therewith, 
the hatredof exill, what kinde ſocuer it bee, whether it bee of 
heart, or behauiour : whether it bee of word, or ation : whe= 
ther it bee of omiſſion, orpraRiſe : whether it be againſt the 
firſt table of the law, or ſecond : and by ſpeciall name theſe 
that follow, Pride, and arrogancie,being loathſome corrup- 
tions,arguing the ſoule, wherein they raigne,to be voide of all 
ſenſe of finne, and baniſhing all true loue from among men, 
there is no ſound pietie,or grace,where they beare ſway, and 
grace bringeth lowlineſſe, and cauſeth an humble ſpirit, The 
enill-way : whereby he meaneth all euill deedes which wicked 


-men walke in, cuen as the traueller doth in; his way, and the 


froward month which vſually ſpeaketh peruerſe things agaiolt 
God,or man,or both, dee / hate, both as God —_— "A my 
econ 


Faſolq. Paoyenns 129 
Fcondpetfonintrivitigand.as Mediatourclothed with mans 
nature, according to the ſaying of the Prophet, Thew. lope/# 
righteeuſnes, and hateſt iniquitie, becauſe God, euen thy God Plal.45.7s 
hath-arinointed thee with the oyle-of glailueſſe abone thy fellowes, 

Our Saviour profefſethghis as rendringa reaſon why his Goſ- 

; pell and grace: ſhoyld cauſe his people.co hate cuill,and that 

is, becauſe: hee 'bijmſ{elfe doth, who will conforme, and make 
themlike vnto himſelfe; beis the fountaine from whence the 
ſtreames af eucty-goad grace ſhall be deriued to their ſoules. 


. Verſe 14. Conmnſell is mine,and ſound wiſedome : I am vnder 
ftanding,l bawe ſtrength, 
PEprncien and goeth- forward, ip ſetting foorth his 
Amarucilous, abundant, yer abſolute. and infinite wiſe- 
dome :andfirt he adderh,that connſe/lis his, (for bee is both 
of the privie counſell of his Father, and the onely aduiſer of 
bis Church, all policie without him is.follie, all the directions 
which hee, giueth;noz are ſeducements,apd miſleadings) and 
therefore the Propher calleth him i/onderfinll, Connſelour and 
. ſound wiſedome ; theword, (ignifieth ſab/?4uee, tneaping ſub- Taſbyah. 
Nantiall aduice and counſell, ſuch as neyer faileth : / am w- 
derſtanding ;'be changeth his phraſeto teach that counſell and 
{wiſedomeare ſo his, that they arc efſcotiall in him, and per- 
- fe, without irjcrcaſe decreaſe, or mutation :to.this, hee ad- 
- loynechanother attribute, bawe frength ; whichiz hexe m 
.;tiqned, to ſhew that hee hath power, to.cxecurc his purpoſes 
- and counſels : and Iſaiah calling him #onderffell, Connſelloxr, liai.g.6. 
'titleth himalſo the mightie God: and by this be giveth his ſer- 
,'vants to ynderfiand harke is omnipotepr, to,make ſypplic of 
- all their wanzs,minifter defence agaipſt all theinpexils 2rhere 
is no gapdihing which, he cannot perfqrms.to chem; phere is 
: mo cuill or hute which be caanorkeepe from ghem., .. 12... 
-2 86iupg 30, log ba t vote 227 gn JL OO t4G 
1. Verſe x5. By wee Kings raigne ;, and Princes, decrees is- 
5, ag Y 


I - 4 K Verſe 


Rom.1 3.1. 


- cates: AbYthis is nori6 in the Churebvalonezan where eli 
* gionis eftbliſhed;purznongR Td6levers,arnotigtt Infidals 


-mepr.. 
#32: Y 
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Verſe 16, Bywe Princes rule and: Noblesjonen all the indees 
of the earth, oor any en ns 2 ikeay3s 941498 


N that which went before Chriſt hath declared whathe is, 

JL and what he hath, how well he is ſtored withall ſufficiency, 
and perfe&ion forthe vſe of his people, and-crearures : and 
now he beginneth co ſhew whar he doth,and wharhe giucth, 
howhee imployeth his wfedome'and power forthegood of 
-mankinde in theſe twoverſes ;and what bleſhngs:and fauours 
he beftoweth ypon his owne people and ſeruants, in all that 
followto the two andewentieth verſe, 'Forthe goodand be- 
nefic of mankinde he faith that by him\Ki»gs raigne;&c,bg- 
nifying that hee is the author of all authoritie, which is very 
neceſfarie for the preferization- and welfare of humaneTodje- 
 tie;rhere is nopower,orpotentate, (whether hey: beeiſauc- 
Traignes,or ſubortdinateminiſters of wiſtice)} bur theyare from 
him, as the Apoftle ſaith,and by'his ſeeret:affiltaneeand pro- 


videncethey difcharge their funions, For wherherthey:doe 
wiſely confuleordetermine whatrodoeinthefiates they: 
men pn per 1 that:theyhaueJecreed, they-doc'ir 


all byhim, qualifying em with theſe pits of prouigence, iu- 
Nice, courage, power, and other ſuch hke, wherebythey are 
'firred for their places: by him,and his'ſecret difpoling, the 


"miſe ro their dignities by him, and (by his/proteRinghand, 
' they are fipported anddefendet iitheir offices;rbattheybee 
"nor expoſedtothe violerice oF tytmalts;andtrebelons;andehe 
., *ottrage of the*dHordered mileitude: rior cutoff by.the:con- 
' | - Pirates antftreacheries of Giflernblin inp treytors :byhimehey 


fit on their-thrones,. or benthes ;'and there-pronounee'ſen- 
-tetice{handiemmrets of Rare;execurelawes;anddetermitiedll 


Uiclearsb all thowotkdahherethevgis 


and Heathen; 


any gouernment :if there bee any good policie,or equitie a- 


A Verſe 
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Verſe 17. I lowe them that loue me : o; anledepabe ſans 4s: 
early ſhall finde me. 


Tis the former two verſes he mentioneth his prouident care 
ina general manner for all Rates,jn ſetting vp,and citabl.ſh= 
ing goue :nours and rulers for their defence and-gouerument, 
creby they are preſeruedin peace and faferie, and haue 
wocedion from the injuries which otherwiſe one would of-= 
rto another : now mote ſpecially hee profeſſeth his grace, 
mercie, and goodvefle, ynto his ſeruants, which religiouſly 
and holily worſhip him; and firſt he noteththe principal cauſe 
thereof which is on his part, viz, his owne /owe : for this is the: 
* roote,and fountaine of all his fauours to vs: and ſceondly, the: | 
mouing cauſe (though: not meritorious) which is on our 
art,and that is,our /owe toward him, which proceedeth from 
is ynto vs,and being commanded by his law, bath a promiſe 
of recompence in his Goſpell. And both of thefe are accom 
young with gracious cfteAzas well for faichſull cndcuour to. 

ue communion with him, as for happie ſuccefſe'to atraine: 
thereunto! they that ſeeks me early,w hich pray ynto:me, labour 
to finde mein my ward, and frequent all religious exerciſes 
painfully ,carefully,and diligently,as men vſcto riſe betimein 
the morning,and apply themfelues carnefily ro deale in buſi- 
nesof _—_ moment were : ſhall find me,obtaine 
my graces, andcnioy the of my-merics, preſence; and 


fauour, 


Verſe 18. Riches and boneny arewith eyes durable riches, 
and righteouſnes, 

Verſe 19. My fruite is better then gol cher fi IE 
RETRY nk xbvice _ n 


H* E [omplibel. the knccefle of fn bir At CONmMOo- 
ie which they ſhall — with him, and tharis, ſpi- 


ral onal den ments, which heecompareth, and: 


. pretereerbedare My" 
OSA  &3 they 


Luke 16, 
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they vie ro tearmerhem) of this life,and that is riches, and ho= 
newur; whichalmoftalk do. moſt greedily aftfeR,& labour for, 
they ſhal be intiched with ſuch wealth,and-aduanced tothar 
glorie which incomparably ſurpaſſcth all earthly ſubſtance 
arid digniries in cuery refpe&; but eſpecially-in rwo : firſt the 
rickes and-preferment of this life are tranſirotic:and)yricer-=- 
taine'; amavmay bemecalthic co :day;and needie'to:morrgws- 
now's great mm, and {horglyidfter of no-repuration:"muchs 
applauded forthe preſent,aad withinaſhore while! inuelghed: 
againſt,or derided : but theſe riches-are permanent, and d#- 
rable,fach as neither the ruſt can frer,northe moth confume x 
and ſos this honour alſo not fubietro murabilirie, and lofle.. 
Secondly, the/goods'and preferments of this world are got-! 


tengor Kept manytimes with michiniuſtice, and wrong; and: * 


theretorerche one-ſortof them in ſtead of both are- called ri- 
ches of iniquitic : but righteouſneſſe doth euermore ſo ſeaſon 
theſe treaſures,and promotions of grace, that no ſuch impu- 
tations can be 1aid yupon them; and therefore for their incom= 
parable excellencic he dothagaine (as he had often before)ex= 
toll them abouothoſe things whichmoft mens affeRions doe' 

reatlicftdoteafter,and their minds:doe moſt highly efteeme 
of, namely, gold and filuer, the very: gods of all worldlings - 
my fruite, the gifts and graces which grow from the ſappe of 
my ſpirit, is better chen:go1d, yea thew firiegold, and my reuens 
nes, which give tobe:emioyed of chem whicheenioy;me, is: 
better: theschojce ;filner;rhough it-baut been neue: f0:often: 
fined and tried, INeTs. 


 Verſe'20. [leade im thewway of righteoufnes, in the mid/? of 
the paths of indgement. SS? JING! TY 
2 h09 $65 $9083 OY KR NTy ee) uioanwt 5 Q1 905 \V/ 
E doth explane his owne woxds,mdinterpreverh hisri® 
ches,his freite,and renennues,&c. to be ſanRification of 
life,cogether with ehenternall graces of the (fone if paſt &| 
watke inthe way of righteonſucs;1 teach men which embfac 
me by.my:word,aud firrechemvp byimy $iriczrol done er” 
ode hindi uber gee nd 
Y 244d £ £0oary 
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godly in thispreſent world;&0:and in the milf} of the paths 


exelgement, without going on either hand, but'intheplaine: 


way of yprightnes. His intent is not here toput men in hope 
of a peifeRion inthis-life; or to charge all thoſe to haueno 


. 


communion with him which ſomtimes ſwarue from the right: 


way,and fall into iniuſtice, but to promiſe direion to them 
thar defire'the right way, and'to comfort them that proceeds 
on infinceritie (though nor in fulnes of puritic and goodnes) 
and when finfulnes is not. the way wherein they walk, though 
ſometimes they miſle their way, and Gray afide, which when 
they doe, he will ſhew them their errours, rebuke their hearts, 
and reduce them t6 the right way according to his promiſe : 
And thine eares ſhall heare a word behinde thee, ſaying, This is 
the way walke in it, when thou turne#t to the right band, and 
when rchos turnef#t to the left, | 


Verſe 21.That I may cauſe them that lone me,to inberit ſub- 
france : and ['will fill their treaſures. 


[| =z the excellencic,and profitablenes of the righteonſ= 


es, inthe former verſe premiſed, hee proucth by the end 
or cfte of it which is to makeys perfeQly happie : and this 
he amplifiech.firft, fromthe matter of ir,that it is ſolid, ſtable, 
and firme,calling it ſub54»ce, orthat which is, as ifall other 
things were rather ſhadowes and ſhewes,then matter of ſubs 
tance. Secondly, by the perpetuitie of it, with one propertie 


in it,noted in the word aherit, as if all other things wete bur . 


borrowed wares,and moueables,or leaſcs atthe beſt, and this 
onely and properly our owne, arid a matter of inheritance, 
Thirdly,by the fulnes and plenty of it,] will fill their treaſures, 
asif we had al other things deliveted vs ſparingly,and in ſmal.- 
ler number, waight;and meaſure; but this more liberally, and 
with farre more large and ample copiouſnes, Much of this is 
againe confirmed by him in the new Teſtament, where hee 
comparerh rhe earth ro a thing that hath ro ſtay, and heauen 
toanierriaftinphabitetion; and callech the earthly cRage thy 

kafi;and the hexuenlythegreareſt:commodities ofthew - 


Eſi. 30,21. 


134 Paovenss. Chap VL. 


herearmeth the v»righteons Mammon:and poſſeſſions aboue, 
the true treaſure... BO | 


—_—— — 


 Verſe22, lehouah bath poſed me in the beginning of bis, 
way,before his workes of ola. tis nnpiecnes 2 


He ſonne of God proceedingto manifeſt himſelfe, and 

to publiſh the knowledge of his divine nature, ſerteth, 
foorth both the eternitic of his being to the 30.verſe, and of 
his happincſle,to the 32.verſe, | 

The eternutie of his being is proued by this, that hee was 

before the creation,to the 26.yerſe,at it,to the 3o,verſe. Now 
he faith, /ehowah poſſeſſed me m the beginning of his way : I the 
eternall word of God was with God-the Father at the begin= 
ning of his way, when by the creation of all things hee was a- 
bout to giue manifeſt and plaine teſtimonies of his Maieſtie, 
and I was of one and the ſelfeſame effence with him, and the 
holy Spirit,he then poſſefſed me, as his Son,and as his wiſdome, 
before his workes of old, before any thing that euer he made, 
euenthoſe which were firſt, and of all others moſt ancient. 


Verſ.23. [was ſet vp from exerlaiting, from the beginning, 
or exer the earth was. | | 


: 2 much, as in the lumpe, or chaos ; by the eternall decree 
Jof God 1 was ordained,and had as ſure a calling,as if I had 
been annointed te the office of Kingdome, Prieſthood, and 
Prophecie, to- bee Mediatour for, and head of the Churchin 
timeto be founded, and cuerlaſtingly to he faued, 


| Verſe'24, When there Were no depths I'was begotten : whers 
there were no fountames ſpringing with water, 
Verſe 25.Befere the monntaines were ſetled: beforethe hils 


was [ begotten, 
WEz there were no depths warl begotten, and co{j eak 
MV bay 


er the mannet of men, :broughe foorth ; J 
Jt perion. 


— 


Verſe 26. PxoygRss, 125 
perſon fromtheperſon of my Father fromall eternity, andco 


s 


continue for euer. _ es 07 | 

The perticulars of the creation here reckoned vpare very 
worthie to bee conſidered, as firſt thedepthey, thar is to ſay, 
channels wherein the ſeas and riuers runne, and wherein the 
ſtanding waters make their abode, all which are receptacles, 
and as it were the veſlels and ciſternes wherein the waters 
are contained, which otherwiſe would ouerflow the earth, 
and make itynfit both for man, and other beaſts to live ypon: 
ſecondly,the fountaines, which are as the eyes (for ſo the He- 
brew word ſignifieth) through which the ſeas doe looke out 
here and there among the. bils ; and as the iſſues of the ſcas 
by which they ſend forth waters, which being deliuered from 
their ſalt and brackiſh taſte, by being rained through the 
earth,ſerue men, and other creatures for ſingular and infinite 
vſes,of moiſtening, cooling,and cleanſing, &c, And becauſe 


they are ſo yſeful,God doth as well repleniſh them with plen- Cholalts. 


tic of water, wherewith icis ſaid here,they abound,or be great 
with: the ſimilitude is taken from female liuing creatures, 
which in competent time after their conception, are ready to 
bring forth their young which they goe with. 

Thethird is the 9w0wntaines, of which hee ſaith, that they 
are ſetled, the Hebrew word ſaith,drowned: that isx0 fay, laid 
ſo deepely, that the rootes and botromes of them lye inthe 
ſeas :and the leflerbils alſo,as in the reſt, his glorious worke- 
manſhip appeareth. 


Verſ. 26. While as yet be had not created the earth, nor th 
fields, nor the beight of the auit of the earth, 72 


| Tz next (after mention of the earth made and perfited ) 


is the oy field, or countrey, the plaine, or champion, 
whichis fit for corne,grafſe,trauelling, carriage, &c, hee cal- 


leth theſe the height,or top of the duit of the world, The word Reaſh, 


ſignifieth the head, meaning the moſt delicate or principall 
parts of the earth, which bya Menonymie, or Synec tebs; hve 
galleththie duff of the world, ++ TITS *' 

K 4 Thus 


136 Proveres. Chep.8. 
Thug we ſce Chrift preferring himſelfe in priority of time, 
and conſequently incuery other reſpeCt before all creatures, 
where the prmncipall thing which hee profefſeth concerning 
himlelfe are his erernall communion with his father, who euer 
hath,and doth enioy him,and his chiefe poſſeſſion; and next his 
eternal} dcfignation tothe officeot the Metiiatorſhip + lafily, 
his eternall generationto: bethe ſonne of God; Wee fee alfd 
the creatures with whom he doth compare himſelfc, generals 
ly the wholecarth,firſt imperfeR,v.23.ſecondly finifhed,y.26 
. and perticularly the depthes.ſprmgs, hils, fields, &c, And all 
is in effeCt as if he ſhould ſay, [chowah pſſcſſed me,in and before 
the beginning of his way : then when he begun to manifeſt and 
make himſelfe knowne by the creation ofthe wor/d, before he 
wrought any of his workes, beforchee could ſay then ] that 
is, before all time: and from the very beginning F was an- 
nointed,and ſet vp, hauing wenderfull-power and authority 
with him : more percicularly,, when there was yer no earth, 
that is,no maſle of water,nor carth, which is the matter of all 
things ; before there wasany depth, which is one part of that 
maſle, was I begotten : before there were any fountaines laden 
with water ; before the great mountaines, which are as it were 
the foundation ofthe dry land were fixed : and before the leſ- 
ſer hils was 1 borne, and had my being ; before the Lord had 
madethe earth,ox the fields abroad, and the moſt commod 
ous,delightfull and goadlyplaces-ofthe world. | 


Verſ. 27. When he prepared the heazens, I was there : when 
he ſet a compaſſe on the face of the depthes., _.. 

Verſ. 28. when hee eftabliſhed the clouds aboxe : when h 
eftabliſked the fountaiues of the depth : . 

Verſ. 29. When he gane tothe ſeabts decreegthat the waters 
ſhonld not paſſe his commandemeut: when he appointed the foun= 
dation of the earth. | Te | 


| je the premiſes our Sauiour Chriſt declarerh that hee in his 
exiſtence,nature,ofhce,and perſon was eternally beforethe 
creation,and in theſe yerſes that he was prefent-atthe oreati» 

- BM one 
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on: wherein we muſt know that he wasalſo an agent,and fel- 
low-workes with the father, and ſo much is teſtified in the 

Scriptures : for $, ohn faith, [» the beginning ws that word, loh.1.1.2.3- 
and that word was with God,and that word was God. The ſame 

was in the beginning with God, All things were made by it, and 

without it was made nothing that was made, And Saint Pawl 

agrceth withhimin the fame point; By him were all things | 
 ereatedthat are in heauen or earth, viſible or inuiſible, whether Cola.16.17, 
they be thrones,or dominions,principalities,or powers, all things +. | 
were created by him and for him; and he « before all thmgs,and 

by him all things conſift. And herein herelateththe workes of 
God,fir(t,in the heauen ; ſecondly, inthe aire ; thirdly, inthe 

waters; andlaftly, inthe earth. Touching the firſt, it is ſaid 

that he prepared the heauens,viz,, Godthe Father both made 

and garviſhed chemin a beaurifull manner : and for the large- 

nefle and cireuir of themitis ſaid, hee ſer them to compaſſe the 
face of the depth,viz, to ſurround and encompaſle all the infe= 

riour bodies, both of the water andeatth; and of hinſelfe, that 

he was there,notas an idle ſpeRaror, but as a ioynt-worker, as 

we haue alreadie proved. Fouching the reivkay it is faid, that 

he eftabliſhed the clouds, viz. appointed and fer them by the 

word of his power in the firmament; that they might not 

breake,nor fail downe, or be difſolued vntimely and vnfeafo= 

nablie, bur kept and -preſerued there, .vntill hee would haue 

them to powre downe their dew, or raine. * ,o 

Touching the third, he firſt menrioneth the waters within 

the earth,viz. the great depths, alaioſt botromlefle gulphes; 
and of theſe it is ſaid,that hee efabliſhed the fountaines of the 
deepe keeping them within the bounds and compaſſes which 
he had ſet them below'in the ground, andnotto breake out 
immoderately,to the annoyance of the earth, for the vie and' 
benefic wherero they wererreared : and ſecondly hee ſpecifi. 
eth the waters vponthe earth, ro which, becauie they would 
be vnrulic,and ouervyhelme the dry land, and all the creatures 
_ ypon it,he gaue bi d&ree forthe bounds and lifts of the ſame, 
: how farre it ſhould gae,and-howw farre it ſhould not goe,thar 
- the waicts thereof ſhauldnar! paſſe his Oy = 
”., imits- 


>. Lov 
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limits wherewith he had bounded them : hee vſeth a Proſopo- 
peia, aſcribing a perſon to the ſeas, and compareththemto.. 
ſeruants,or ſubieAs which receiue commands from their ſu- 
pcriour, Thelike ſaying is alſo yttered by the Lord himlſelfe, 
in lob, Who hath ſhut vp the ſeawith doores When it brake forth, 
as if it had iſſued ont of the wombe ? when 1 brake vp for it my 
decreed place, and ſet barres and deores ; and ſaid, Hitherts 
ſhalt thou come, and no further ; and heere ſhall thy proud waxes 
be ſtayed. Touching the laſt, it is ſaid, he _—_ the foundu- 
tions of the earth,viz., made it ſo firme & Rable,that it ſhould 

rpetually remaine immoucable, The ſenſe of all this is,as if 
hi ſhould haue ſaid, When 1chowah made and garniſhed the 
heauens,and ſet them as a circle drawne about the earth,then, 
and there was I working and framing them with him : when 
hee faſtened the clouds aboue, and fountaines which are ſo 
ſtrong, as, though the waters of the deepe bee great and vio- 
lent, yetare they not broken vp: likewiſe when hee made the 
ſeas, and appointed bounds and limits thereumtoby a ſtatute 
and law, beyond whichit cannot paſſe, and when heeplaced 
the carth, that, althoughithang wonderfully ypon nothing, 
yet is ſofirmeand immoueable,as if it were raiſed ypon a ſure 
and ſtrong fonndation, anſwerable to the building : when all 
theſe things were done, then, and there was I, not as to looke 
yponthem,but to aſſociate the Father,and the holy Ghoſt in 
working. | 


Verſ. 30. Then was I by him, as one brought vp with him : 
and I was daily his delight, reioycing alway before him, 

Verl. 31, Reioycing inthe habitable part of the earth : wy 
delights were in the ſons of men, 


H Auing thus ſet forth and proued his eternity, he procee- 
derh to ſet forth his felicity, partly in the delight which 
he both gaue to his Father,and receiued from him before the 
world: whereinalſo is to be ynderſtood thatthe holy Spirit, 
;the $hird petſon in Trinity,communicateth with thera both : 
:andpartly inthedelight which fincethe world was _ = 
= | 4 
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taketh in the world generally, and ſpecially in the ſonnes of 

men. The former is [a downe in borrowed ſpeeches, wherein Amor. 
applying himſelfe to our capacity, hee compareth himſclfe co Mefhache 
annurſling,ſmiling and laughing with his nurſe; and to alit- keth, 

tle child Gorting & playing before his father. The latter is ſet 
downe,firſt,in one of the ſame borrowed ſpeeches, /aughing, 

and ſporting in the habituall part of the earth, that is, taking 

pleaſhre in the creatures, beholding therein the fruit of the 

moſt abſolute wiſedome, power, and goodneſſe of the whole 

Trinitie. And ſecondly in plainer ſpeech, my delights, yea my 5h Tnaſhage 
double delight is in the ſonnes of men, as they were all firſt zz, 
formedand faſhioned in eAdam, bearing before his fall the 

Rtampe and print of Gods image,for wiſedome, holineſſe, and 
righteouſneſſe; and foreſeeing, and preordaining that glori. 

ous eſtate whereunto they were to be reſtored after mans fall, 

to bee made like ynto himſelfe, and to bee incorporated into 

him, and with him, by the merit of his fufferings,and obedi- 

ence, together with the efficacie of his ſpirit, and grace to in- 

herit holineſſe, honour,and immortality for cuer, 


Verſ.32. Now therefore, O ye children, hearken to me : for 
Bleſſed are they that keepe my waies, © 


"\ > Gaza hauing propounded her heauenly doctrine, 
V commeth now to make yſe of it, and to apply it by 
exhortation to her children. The ſumme of her exhortation 
is,that for as muchas ſheeis ſo excellent, as hath been afore 
* deliuered; therefore they ſhould hearken vnto her,and walke 
in her waies; heare her dotrine,and continue in her precepts, 


2 3 hc, Adutie : 
ra {6 this —_ L == Firſt,briefly ſer downe. 
©10n Ace propoteth { Arcaſon of ) Then more at large 
laid forth, | 
The dutie is briefly ſet down intheſe words ; 2 childrey, 
hearken to mee : the dutie is inferred yponthe Py" vow 


therefore: as ifhe ſhonld haue ſaid, Wherefore, ſeeing the mat 
eer 


Tipbragns. 
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ter whereof I ſpeake is ſo excellent ; ſeeing all wiſedome, 
knowledge,counſell, ſtrength; &c. are mine,& I beſtow them 
with riches,and honours alſo on thoſe thar loue- mee, ſeeing 
I am the erernall Sonne of God, Creator of the world; per- 
feQly happy in my ſelfe,and yer delighting in the ſons ofmen, 
it concerneth you to hearken vnto me, 

Vnto this he addeth a reaſon raken from the effeQ, bleſſed 
are they that keepe my waies : which is 3n argument of greateſt 
weight and force that can be vſed. For what is it that allmen 
ſecke but happineſle ? 


| Verl:3 3. Heare initruftion,and be wiſe,refuſe it not. 


Hs thus briefly laid downe the exhortation, and the 
pramilſe; he amplifiech both : and firſt the exhortation, 
wherein he perſwadeth to three things : the firſt is, that wee 
heare inftruftion, becauſe they that will hearken ro him muſt 
heare his inſtructions, yearebukes and correRions alſo (if 
need {o require) forherein eſpecially ſhe makerh triall of our 
obedience. A baſtard will after a fort ſometimes heare do- 
Qrine and conſolation; but he is a naturall ſonne of wiſdome 
that will hearken to her checkes and reproofes. The ſecond is, 
andbewiſe, which is the efteRt of Wiſdomes 1nſtruQtion, and 
reprehenfion : for the word of God is able to make vs wiſe to 
ſaluation ; and therefore aduifing to be wiſe,he inciteth vs 40 
thoſe meanes whereby we may attaine ynto wiſedome. The 


third is,refwſe not;the word fignifieth borh co put away,and to 


fall away, or to make adefeQion. It is a great indignity offced 


ynto Wiſedome, to refuſe andpur her away, when ſhee offe-= 
reth her ſelfe to vs in her inftrutions, and worthic are they to 
periſh in their follie thar ſhall ſo doe : but ir is yet a more vn» 
worthie thing, hauing in ſome ſort yeelded roher, to' revolt 
from her,and caſt her off; for ſhe never giuerhto any man the 
leaſt cauſe ſoto deale with her. | 


2: Verl.34» 


Verſe 34.35.36 PROVERBS: 14t 
1: Verf. 34. ; Bleſſed is the mau that henreth mie: watching 
daily at my gates,waiting'at the poſts of my doores. 
7. FErche awplifiech the promiſe, fir affirming that heels 
| I bleſſed thartperformeth the durie of hearing wiſedome, 
which be proueth by the reward, inthe next verſe, and by the 


contrary inthelaſt, And firſt; in this yerſe hee defetibechthar-- 


atteation and hearing of wiſedorve; by the; mapner of ir, pres: 
ſcribing_ rherein- afhduity,, and /continuall- arrendance- by, a; 
compariſon taken from-thecuſtome of clients and ſuters, who 
waire day by day,and houre,by houre, at the gates of Princes, 
Councellors,and other great-men, to exhibite their petitions 
and to gertheir:cauſes fauoured, heard, andended, which is 
the conſtant exerciſe of religious ſeruices.. 


Verl. 3 ” For who ſo findeth me, fixdeth life ; and ſhall ob=- 
taine fanour of the Lord. 


THe reward promiſed to ſuchas hearken-ynto; wifedome : 

4 fortheir'bleſſedneſſe is ſife it ſelfe, Hee that findeth me :.. 
which atraineth to-the found and: fauipg knowledge of mee 
with faith,and layeth hold on me by faith, and communica-' 
teth of my graces by the ſpirit, fndeth life,viz., both enioyerh 
the certaineaſſurance and comfort of erternall life- for, Lam,. 


ſaith he,the reſurreftion angepe life > [avs the way, the truth, lob.1 1.25. 
and the life  he.adderh. that ſuch doe get faxour.of the. Lord, 2d lob-14.16. 


whichis the cauſe of life before promiſed, and the very life of 


life irſelfeactording to the;ſaying'olDaxid, Thy loning kimd- Plal.63-3, 


weſſe is batter then life, 


e907 LOT ol8 FREE TRIES TON 241330980) ROGERS oft 
onneſoulez al cheythirhare meylowradamhe 0: 1 
(UH OUAR gonkg too ent 1 oniniiag bar 1g ronio29t od 
| ur hee both cleexeth and confirmeth his former ptp=: 
miſe by the contrary ; where finning againſt wiſedome, 

15 e9pyoſcd to the hearkening to her,and finding of her, For 

no-- 


142 Prnovenas. Chap.g. 
no mayfinderh ker not, but he that either wilfully refuſecvro 
ſecke her, or conmumeliooſly rcieRteth her, offering her elle. 
vnto him :and wronging bis owne ſoxle, is oppoſed to ſindir 

life : for as the one is recompenced from Gods free gitt, 5 
the other is puniſhed for his owne deſert, andthrough his wil- 
fulnes doth openiiniurie and yiolence(as the word — 
ynto himſelte, vnco his life, ynto bis foule, by throwing both 
ſoule and bodie headlong into perdinon, fo that hee muſt 
needes be found acceffaric to his owne death,dettruRtion, and 
damnation, The ſame ineffeQ is deliuered in other tearmes, 
inthe latter part of the yerſe, wherethey that reiet wiſdome 
are charged to bare her: (for indeednone bur her enemies doe 
deny her emtertaivment) and they that labour not tofind thar 
euerlaſting life, haue this irputation laid vpon them by wiſe- 
dome (who knoweth all things, and can beſt iudge of cuery 
thing) co /oxe death, which they doc in effeR, though not in 
affeQions : for they loue the poyſon of finne which wilt bring 
death,the cating whereof is as ſure 8s death ; and in this ſenſe 
thefondeft parents which in extreame indulgence forbeare to 
gine their children correQion, are ſaid to hate rhem, becauſe 
_y doe the worke of hatred by negleRiing the dutie of 
oue. 
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Ye His Chapter doth conraine 2 briefe recapirute- 
o 7s) od tion or ſummarie a!moſt of all the former eight 
LES! [pg 3 Chapters: containing, firſt, the holy infiruQi- 
6&5 


IBS onr of wifedome; in the perſorrof « Princelle 
FSI or great Lady raking s bariquer.” Secondly, 
the deceiuveable and enticing flatterings of finfulnes and folly, 
inthe perfoy of a ſtnooth and duiletull harlor. Fry 
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Fee F.3 Pxo VERES. | I43 


ſones pillree rev! 
| VV ites wiſedomes]vis;The:moſt abſolute and 


—_—_ Wiſedome,the Lord Tefus Chriſt, whois 
__ the perfect wiſedome of his Father, (hathnu/t her houſe )char 
is,the Church, which.is ſocalled,x .Tim,3.1 57(avd hewen out 
ber ſexen pillars )thatis,hath moſt firmely founded,and perpe- 
tually ſupporterh it with. his ownethand : which.is more pow- 
erfull for it, then many pillars and burtreſles are roſuftaine a 
materiall building : whereby alſo is intended, that the Chur- 
ches afctic is hotemining with beautie, as:hauing pillars 
hewenoutand poliſhed, and not madeof rough fones with- 
out garniſhing. Andthis-the Lord doth,and publiſherh, that 
his people ſhould:ſeek and ſerue bhimwith boldnes,and hope, 
without dread of danger or contempr, as:'being called ynto a 
place (oſure-and-glorxious, | 


,Vicrſe . She barb kilhul hev vifiwals uingled ber wine, and 
preparodieitable; Oo 
wi {{1OT + & BIa-1 E.. 

''* fArEntion was madebefore of wifedomes houſe, and the 
4Viiftrengrhof it:and hereof her hoſpitalizic and houſe- 


Aeeping init; whereheautly things axerepreſentedby.canh= 


;ly,aoduhebountieantmapnificenceoftheiLord;bythe:plen- 
tifull proviſion ofa liberal feaſt-maker,>Forthe (graces of his 
Spirit, by che miniſterie of the word, are compared to daintie 

meates,and:uclicious wines, eitheriſpiced, or mingled with 
choice kindes of coole waters,wherebyimthoſe hot countries 
they were much refreſhed, Whercunto is added the circum« 

.Kaneo of xeadiinefſs; thivekere? needech no rariance og lapg 

-maiting;buralthings arcin ofderjand conmodiouſly prepa- 
-yodfor preſent: refettion of the puelts, * Our Sauiour'Chrilt 

.meeereth ahke parable 1n-the'Gofpell wich-chefame'circum- 

1flance;faying Tell ham whrcb ar bidder; Bebold,1 hane pre- 

(peredany darnery wine exem end my faiugs are led, and ol 


" Os, 


© vote wwrothe mariage; This illuſtration of 


| the 


Verk t. Fiſedeme bath built her houſe, and bemes our ber 
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. 1 44. -: PRovERBS. oP Chay.9. 
- the Goſpel by the reſemblarice ofa ſumptuous feaſt, andWUain- 
_ tie cheare,is frequent in the Scriptures both as welk.in theof{d 
Teſtament as in the new : as for example,we may reade in the 
|, prophecic'of Tfarah + Ty this mountaine (meaning his Churth, 
according as he doth inithis place)/hallthe Lord of boxfts make 
roallpeopte a feaſt of fat things; a feaſt of wine on the lees, of 
fat things full of marrow,of wine onthe lees wellrefin.d, 


-.- Verſe 3.She hath ſont foorth her maider,and criech vponthe 
higheſt places of the citie. 


N the former words was ſhewed what preparation wiſdom 
& made for her fealt at home, and intheſe what courſe ſhera- 
'kethro invuice the gueſts abroad; Herrmaides are [ent forth as 
. meſſengers into.the ſtreets, and gates and'markerplace,whith 
commonly are frequented-with greateſt multirude and con- 
courſe of people, to call as many as they can meete with : nor 
that maides or matrons or any women are allowed to be mi- 
|. nifters: but he proſectueth; the allegoxie, every parr of ircor- 

reſpondent & frable to other, As Chriſt hilnſcliegaderfiood 
by wiſedome, is compared to a Ladie : ſo his Prophets, Apo- 
: files, Paſtors,and Teachers,are reſembled to maides;iwhich in 
regard of ſex are moſt meete to waite yponwomen,:For in 
. thatplace of artbew where, hee. is laid to be; a King;tharis, 
the feaſt-maker,his meſſengersare cetmed men-ſertants,azid 
- not maides or women. /: {ln ond 4 et ron hater 
Verſe 4.#bo ſo is ſimple let bim come hther aud to bim that 
#1 deſtitnte of wiſedome ſhe fpeaketh. en uned anti 
wii; :3331J Ji; 6 0 21 01133351 N. hocio | fd Fe o'# 6y 
40 if Exre1s adeſcription of thu veſts p .be meetfor this feat, 
N Flic .in:ſhew ſeeme moſtvnmeete,/as being moſt vn- 
- like the miſtreſſe ofthe feaſt : andcheſqare: ſunple perſons,de- 
- Rirute of ſpiritual vnderſtanding,yer ſo as they. feele the wane 
.of knowledge, and.the weight, of their ignorance, and leane 
ao longer 0n-worldly wiſedome, For their. coaginy yo + 
 allcequire'ſupplic conſidering thr neceficicy and theie wi 


"moſt 
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moſt greedily (as may ſay) deuoure and cate of wiſedomes 
delicace inftruQtions, and none will be more thankfull to ac- 
knowledge her fauours then they,as finding her ſo gratious 
and mercifull yato them : contrary ro the contrary ſort of ig- 
norant perſons, whoſe blindnes cauſeththem to thinke that 
they ate not blinde: and theiraffamiſhment hath vrrerly kil= 
ledtheir appetites, ſothat their ſoules doc loathe and abhorre 
all wholeſome foode; and therefore they rake them for their 
greateſt enemics,who offer any relicfe vnto them, - 


Verſe 5, Come and eate, and drinks of the wine that I hawe 
mixed. | 


m—_ exhortation which Wiſedome vttered by her maides 
& is againe repeated, to exprefſe the {crious defire and true 
. meaning ofthe meſſengers,and miſtris in calling ofthe gueſts; 
and to-letthem know alſo that as they are bidden by way of 
invitation, ſothey are commanded by way of ſummons, and 
therefore to addreſle thetnſclues thereunto with all expedi- 
tion. And becauſe it is not their preſence onely that is requi= 
red,but a profitable yſe-making of the vadeſerued fauour that 
is 7 a ynto thern, therfore tliey arc þefore handinformed 
to what end they are ſent for; tocate and drinke of the deli- 
cates prepared: which is to receiue the merits and graces of 
Chriſt, with the promiſes of God,and to make them ; 46% own 
by faith,and perticular application, 


Verſes. Forſaks the feoliſh,and line ye,and walke inthe way 


of wiſedome. 
Ne! ſhe giveth rules of di reQtion to ther that were cal- 
led;the better to fit them for her familie : as firſt for their 
companie, that fince they are to hauc, ſocietie with the Saints 


L - 
£ 


inthe Church, they are to ſeparatethemſclues from the ſinners 
of the world. Whereunto he mectaderd them by the good 
cftc& enſuing, thar; the gaine of everlaſting life will counter- 


"naile andouerpoiſe hel fall worldly and lb friends 


146 Proves. Chap.s. 

"The otheris for conuerſation, that for as much asrhey are 
*o dwell with wiſedeme (for all the gueſts aredomellicall and 
of the houſhold)rthart therefore all their waies and behaviour 
beholy and agrecable to wiſedome. 


Verſ.'7. He that rebuke 4'{corner, purchuſerh to birsſelfe 
Jane? : he that rebuheth the wicked getteth himſelfe a blot, 


H Itherto hath been ſhewedhow the meſſage of faluation 
was ſent by Chriſt, and brought by his Miniſters : now 
here is declared how itis receiued of the people, And Girft, he 
bringeth ſuch as be vncapable of ir pint. wp Pater 
men, being alrogether incurable, whom the Scripture tear- 
meth ſcorners. Andthefe will atrempt to blemiſh andſhame 
all choſe that ſhall admeniſh them, As charging them ſome- 
times with' #rrogancie, malice, indifcretion und hypocrifie : 
ſometimes with 1chiſme ſedition, covetouſnefle, and other 
miſderieanours : and if theſe itmpurativris con take no hold 
en them,as prounded on no probability, rhen they fall ypon 
their meane cftate,avd pareiirage; and education :'for ſothey 
_ deat with the Lord Teſus Chrift himfelfe+Mar.14.35. {s not 
| this the Carpenters Sow 4.0! vis mother: called Marie?” ' 


Verl, 8. Reb not a feorner If he haterher 


N the former NY was iſhewed, how fompreviets beds 
with them that rebuke them: and herethe holy Ghoſt tea- 
"cheth how we met deale-with'ſcorners :namely, fichence We 
ſhall needleſſelic tirre vp hatred againtt our ſclaes, + 
forme no good to them, that therefore wee defilt from them, 
and'lerthem alone. Wherem notwithſtanding gooddilcyeti- 
on is 10 be ved tharnonewhich may bee corrigible boe reie- 
Red for a ſcorer; but ſerch aryponſoMicient rriallhate dech- 
| = theeaſeſrs by! A goes err inde this 
- caſe al Cover 'y Ke ofes zrex0 bee yeemuſt 
Gn bike be porfiet by the mitilitte, 
yh ; ant puniſhed | 
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Verſe 8.9.10. Pr ovens. 187 
that their contemptuouſneſſe ſhould purchiſe fauour to theit / 
rebellion, and liberty for them to ſmne freely without con- 
trolement? As the example of their keettfioufriefle afid obfi-" 
nacie is a precedent of euill to many; fskrtticftroke of their 
puniſhment and diſgrace be aterrourto all. 


Verſ. 8. But rebuke a wiſe mati,and he will lone thee, 
9. Gine admonition tothe wiſe and he willbe the wiſer : teach 
a righteous man,and he will encreaſe in learning, | 


Ow he commeth onthe contrary fide to commend the 

competent hearers of Wiſedome, ypon whom good leſ- 
ſons are well beſtowed, Andthey are deſcribed, firſt by their 

willing receiuing of inftruQion, that they lone them the bet- 
terthar ſhall dealeplainely with chem. Secondly,by rhe good 
vſe they make of it, encreafing bothin knowledge and pra. 
Qiſc of ynderſtanding,and therefore are called wiſe and righ- 
tceous, For in a ſeaſonable andfaithfull reproofe,aman'ofwiſ- 

dome will diſcerne the loue and vpright affeQion of the re=. 
prouer, who wiſheth ſo'wel ynto him,as that he will conceale 

nothing from him,which may tendro his hurt; and therefore 

deteQteth whatſocuer perill his ſouleis in, and the miſchiefe 

tharis like tobefal himtouching his eſtate or credit,or oughr 

elſe that is deere ynto him. And conſequently entertaining ſo 

good an opinion of himthat beſtoweth the admonition, hee 
muſt needs yalue his counſell accordingly, and'imake his beſt 
benefit thereof with conſtant progrefſe in ſound judgement 
and goodnefſe, OO 


Verſ.10. The beginning ef wiſedome is the feare of the Lord, 
and the knowledge of boly men is underſtanding. | 


Hes much commended Wiſedome and ſoearnefily” 
, &perſwaded men ynto it,hi ſheweth now whereinit doth | 
conſiſt that men might notbedetciued by the counterfeit co- 
lour of it,deſctibing its © Sa 
Firſt; byrhe'matter,thatis, rrue piecy-and religion, called* 

x L 2 common» 
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comonly in the word, the feare of God, becauſe itis an efſen- 
tiall part thereof: andthis isnort a caſe:icontingent,as theugh- 
wifedome and piety might ſometimes concurre in oneperſon 
and ſometimesbee difſeuered : but neceffaric and perpetuall, . 
the one being alwaies the. beginnyng of the other, | 

Secondly,by the manner,that is,not the knowledge of na- 
turall things that is in Philoſophers:nor the knowledge of ci- 
will affaires that is in Polititians : nor the-hiftoricalland arti- 
ficiall knowledge of points of religion that is in hypocrites: - 
but the myfticalt knowledge of the myſteries of (aluation, 
which the [pirit of God doth reucale to the hearts of Chrifti- 
ans. Whereas the holy Ghoſt ſpeaketh ar large-inthe Epiſtle 
to the Corinthians, Chap, 2.9.10.11. The things which eye 
bath not ſeene, neither eare bath heard, neither came into mans 
heart,are which God hath prepared for them that lowe him But 
God hath reuealed them wnto vs by bis ſpirit, 


Vetſ.1 1. For thy daies ſhallbe multiplied by me,and the yeers 
of thy life ſrallbe augmented, .. . 


' 12. If thou bee, wiſe, thew ſhalt bee wiſe for thy ſelfe : andif- 


thon be a ſinner thou alone ſhalt ſuffer. . 


A Frer the deſcription of wiſedome, whereby it may bee - 


rightly diſcerzed,is here propoſed the profit and reward 
of it, whereby weareperſwadedto imbraceit:andthatis, 


Firſt,in.a peculiar, namely,lorg lite : which is. not ſoto bee- 
ynderſtood asthough it were perperual,and ſo. ofabloJuteine=- 
n_ : for then good men muſt 'grow to be 0!d men, and all - 


« 


which die young, ſhould die wicked and damned : bur that 
God hath the keeping of their lives in ſuch good ſafety as 


they ſhall never be taken away before gue ſealon + they ſhall - 


not die ſo ſoone, as that it would bee better for themto liue 
langer :.norlive ſo long,as that it, might be hurtfull they died 


not ſooner. The point doth Elphas trulic expoundto [ob,and - 
all other xighteous perſons: Job 5.26.. Thow.ſhals goe to thy. 
graue in a full age ,as a crop of corne commeth in dueſeaſon into 


the harne. Now all graine is got of cquall. proportion of 


growths - 


Ferſe 13. Proverss. 149 
Stowth: ſome is ſowne before others, and yet is cutdowne 
afcerthem : ſome is ſowne after others, and commethto ma- 
turity before them:ſo that good husbands diſpoſe nor of their 
| harueltby meaſure of time, bur by theripeneſle of their corne: 
and two extremities they prouidently auoide; neither too 
haſtily to inne the fruites of their fields or trees, for ſo th 
would wither away: neither to deferre the gathering of them 
afterthey bee ripe, for ſo they would drop off, and ſhed,and 
grow to rottennefſe. Afterwards he declareththe recompence 
of wiſdome in generall:that the poſſeſſion and praQtiſe there- 
of is not onely a ſeruice to God,nor alone for his fake ſo often 
required : burtedoundeth alſo ro the profit of them that bee 
owners and perforiners of it, Andto this is oppoſed the con- 
trary tate of thoſe peruerſe and wilfull ſcorners, that howſoe- 
uer their defire and purpoſe js to doe miſchiefe to others, yer 
all their malice returneth on their owne heads, 


Ver', 13. Afooliſh woman i alwaies babling, ſhoe is 'gno« 
rant and kroweth nothing. 


T2 much hath been ſpoken of wiſdoms wholſome ban- 
quer, which the Lord to that end propoſed, that wee 
might beallured vntoir. Now followeth the feaſt of Folly, 
which ſhe maketh to the end, that ſhe may poyſon her gueſts, 
and God ditcouereth, for this purpoſe that wee might auoid 
it. And here,as alſo in that which followeth, ſhee is deſcribed 
by her qualicies and behauiour,carrying the right ſtampe and 
print of an harJor, One thing is, that ſhee is giuen to much 
talke,to make a noiſe: which was the note of the whoriſh wo- 
man, Chap.7.11. The meaning here is,that finfulneſſe and Sa- 
tan, by the mouthes of finfull perſons, doe pretend many rea- 
ſons toiuſtifie any wicked cauſe, and vſe cunning perſwaſions 
todraw men thereunto; as the vnchaſt woman doth flow 
with entifing ſpeeches, And though ſhe haue a lauiſh tongue, 
pu wee know (according as wee vſe to ſay ) that none isſo 
old as blind Bayard. The drift is, that the faRors for follie, 
ſuch as labour to promote ſin, be vytterly defttitute of ſaving 
L 3 ynder- 


Ciſac. 


I, Pet.2.19. 
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ynderftanding, which was called before, the knowledge of 


holy men, 


Verſ.14. She fitteth at the deore of her houſe,on a ſeate in the 
bigh places of the City. | 3 his 


E continuecth ſtill the allegorie, reſembling, wickednefle 
to an harlot, whoſe property is to bee abroad inthe 
ſtreets to meer with companions, andto entice men to follie 
by her lookes and behauiour : which alſo finne doth by her 
ſubrilties ro ſeduce mens ſoules. Andyet ſhee goeth not as an 


ordinarje (irampet,or a vagabond, but taketh Rate ypon her * 


like a courtizan. She (ittethon a ſecate in the Rtreet, which was 
wontto be a figne of honour. As Job 29.7. When [ went out 
to the gate, through the City, when { prepared my ſeate in the 


ſtreet, Andthe word fignifietha throne or chaire of eſtate, 


which was for Princes,or principall perſons, and not for men 
of meane condition : whereby the holy Ghoſt intimateth that 
finne ſeducethnot onely by ſmooth and ſubtill. allurements, 
but by high place,and great countenanc, as hauing many No- 
bles,and great Potentatesto be her agents, 


Verſ. 15. Tocallthem that paſſe by the way, that goe right 


on their way, 


_— is the endand purpoſe of hcrbeinginthe ſtreets, To 
. doe miſchiefe there: not onely to confirme and harden 
ſuch as bee alrcady entred into leaud courſes, but to peruert 
and draw away thoſe that be enclined to any goodnefle. As 
Saint Peter obſerued : They ſpeake great ſwelling Words of va- 
nity,alluring through the Inſts of the fleſh, through much wan- 
tonneſſe thoſe that were cleane eſcaped from them that live iner- 
rour,promiſing them liberty, and-they. themſelues are ſernants 
of corruption, For whiles the diuell holderh wicked men faſt 
in their wickedneſſe, hee doth butas it were keepe his owne, 
which like to tame fowles are alwaies readie at his hand,to 


. doe whathe will wich, but when hee draweth men of better 


hopes 
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hopes into his net,he ſeemeth to make a prey of Gods game, 
and to catch that which was erſt lowne from him, 


Verſ. 16. Who ſo is ſimple,let him come hither and whoſoe- 
wer is voide of underftanding,to bins ſhe ſpeaketh, 


VVir ſo ts ſimple,&c.] That is, which being ignorant 


diſcerneth nor his blindnefle, but hath conceite of 
wiſedome and knowledpe, 

Let him come hither, &c.] To the companie, counſell, and 
praQtiſe of Follie. «And to him that is deftitute of underſtan- 
ding ſhe ſpeaketh,viz. that haue no knowledge of their owne, 
nor bee willing to goeto Wiledomes houſe to getany. Shee 
knoweth that fillic men ( deuoide of heauenly knowledge al- 
though they abound with naturall wit, and fleſhly policie ) 
are cafily entreated to hearken to her perſwaſions, and to bee 
alluredto her baites: and therefore direQerh her ſpeech to 
them with yndoubted hope of ſucceſle, both to take, to hojd 
faſt, and to killthem : whereas thoſe which are indued with 
holy wiſedome will either ſuſpe& her inchanting call, and 
keepe off farre fromher, or elſe breake herner, and eſcape a- 
way vpon the ſighr of their perill, notwithſtanding that ſome- 
times they beinſnared by her 


| Verſ. 7. Stollen waters are ſweet aud hid bread is pleaſant. 


TX yerſe containeth an euent that followeth their yecl- 
ding to Follies allurements, that at the firſt they find de- 
light and pleaſure,and great contentation in their entertaine-, 
ment. 

He alludeth,as it ſeemeth,to the diſorders that are wont to 
be in harlots houſes, wherein at the meeting of companions 
_—_ ro haue a feaſt, and all the prouiſion is oftollen ſuffe, 
Either ſeruants filch from their maſters , or otherwiſe they 
Neale from their neighbours, bennes, and geeſe, and duckes, 
and connies, and yeniſon,and ſuch things as they can come 
by : which is called his food, becauſe as they cannot iuſtifie it, 
7\ ft ag | L 4 (a) 
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ſo they dare not let ic be ſeene,bur drefle it couertly; arideate 
it ſecretly in rhe midſt of the night, in the molt inward and: 
cloſeſt roome of the whole houſe. And whatſoeuer is ſo got- 
ren,and there made ready is very delicious vatothem,though 
it were but bread and water. | 


Verſ.18. Bat hee knowe:h not that the dead are there, and 
that her guests are in the depth of hell. ; 


Ere followeth another enent enſuing vpon the former ; 
Him as they had pleaſure ar the firft, ſo they muſt have 
paineat the laſt : as cheir entertainment was-with delight, ſo 
ſh3)l their reckoning be with deſtruQtion. It is ſaid, he kxoWerh 
net : that is,cuery one of them that bee tractable roher call, 
haue the perill of their ſtare hid from their eyes. 

That 4 dead are there,&c.|Thatall that give themſelues 
to ſuch courſes are ſtravgers from the life of God, and inthe 
power of the firſt death ; and in i1be depth of hell, that'is, are as 
" certaine to bee damned in the worldto come ( vnlcfſe God 
giue them repentance ) as if they were already in hell fire, 


CHATTER. x. 


—_— a 


Trz PARABLES OF SALOMON, 


; Verſ, 1. A wife ſon makethaglad Father ;, but a fooliſh ſon 
#5 & beauineſſe tohu motber, 


Arables.\That is, wiſe & grave ſentences-writ= 
ten by Salomon, bur 1nfpired by the ſpirit of ' 

ry God, forthe information of the mind; and the = 
SW inſticution of the life, according tothe rules of 
CaPaew, Wiſdome,Tuſtice, and Picty. Theothernine 
Chapters being prefixed as apreface to theſe,containediacton- 
tinueddiſcourſe, wherein the commendation of, Wiſedome; 
and the exhortations to many good dutics were PR 
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with variety of arguments : whereasin theſe that; folloy, for 
the moſt parr,are ſec downe briefe ſayings, cuery verſe almolt, 
comprehending'a whole pojjt in it felte, not growing vpon. 
dependance ofthat which wein befoxe, nor miniftring rhe 0c 
calien of that which commeth atter.. Yer ſometimes 1t falleth 
out otherwiſe, and diuers. yerſestogether-hatie dependance 
one with another,as will appeare in ſomeplace of this preſent 
Chapter.eA wiſe ſonne,that is,a vertuous and rowardly ſonne 
_ or daughter, m24heth « ioyfull father; or mother : and a fooliſh 

ſonne, that is,a fintull and vngratious child, & a» heanineſſe, 
and griefe to, his mother or father : yet icis nor without caule; 
that the morher is rather put inthelarcer clauſe, thenthe fa- 
ther: forthar ſex is the weaker, and more impatient of ſucha 
crofſe : and vſually contemptuous children be bolderto con- 
temnethe mother then the father, as Chap. 15. 20. ef fooliſh 
man deſpiſeth his mother as Rebeccah was moretroubled with 
Eſau then [ſzac was: and very often the mothers by too much 
indulgence and fondneffe aremeanies of their childrens vices; 
and ſo itis faid,. A child ſet at laherty maketh his motber aſha« 
med: Chap.2g.15. 


Verſ. 2. The treaſures of wictedneſſe profit nothing : but 
righteonſneſſe delinereth from death. - ; 


þ ew treaſures of wichedne(ſe. ] Thatis, the-greateſt abun- 
dance of wealth which is evill gotten, and euil]-vſed, or 
poſſeſſed by an euill owner, profit nothing : doe him no good 
at anytime; bur leaſt of a!l at his death, or intime of milery ; 
for ſoir isintended by the. 4ntitheſis,and expreſſed, Chap.11, 
14. Riches awaile not inthe day of wrath, but righteouſneſſe : 
that is, vprightneſſe ofheart,and holinefſe of behayjour, deli» 
wereth from deatb;that is,from deſtruQtion,and all other hurt- 
full dangers, Yer not by any.merit of 'man, but bythe mercy 
of God through Ieſas Chriit, By which ſaying, the Wiſeman 
would haue ir inferred, that the moſt proſperous ſucceſſe of 
finfull:men in their finull waies, alchough never ſo:gainetul}, 
dothproucarche laſt be nothing worth : forthcir greateſt 


getting 


þ es 
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getting $ it were of pretious iewels, as many as would fill a 
treaſurie) is inſufficientto ward off, and to fence them from 
the violence of miſery when it ſhall afſaulr them, or to con- 
firme theirhearts ſo as they may bee able to' ſultaine theforce 
therof,and that contrarily-well doing,grace;and a good con- 
ſcience (howſocuer they ſeeme for atime to bee a needlefle, 
diſgracefull,and troubleſome burthen)yer a ſeaſon will come, 
. thevſe ofthem will be ſeene and enioyed, whenno weapon 
or armes, no ſword, ſhield, helmer, breſtplace, or the moſt 
compleat armour of proofe, ſhall ſo much beſtead a ſouldier 
in the heate of the battell, as theſe will helpe the heart of a 
Chriftian with comfort, and his ſoule with fafety,when hee is 
beſet about with perils,or muſt depart with his natural life, 


Vetſ.3. The Lordwill not famiſh the ſoule of the righteous: 
bat he caſteth away the ſubſtance of the wicked, 


ym words be inferred ypon the former,as an anſwere to 
& aſecret obieRtion that might bee made. againſt them: 
Why ſhould it beethought that men getno good by gathe- 
ring riches in what manner ſoeuer? They ſtand themin Read 
in time of dearth and ſcarcity; when others that wantthem, 
though neuer ſo iuſt,are likero periſh, Now here he ſheweth 
the caſe to be otherwiſe, Good men are not, vnprouided of 
foode becauſe they are'ynfurniſhed with wealth : and finfull 
men haue no affurance ofprouiſion though they haue riches : 
For the Lord will not famiſh the ſoules of the righteons, that is, 
will not ſuffer the men themſelues to tarue, though they haue 
neuer ſo lictle : But will caft away the ſubtance of the wicked, 
that is,he will depriuethem ofthe poſſeſſion, or vie, or yertue 
of itwhenthey are in greateſt be 1 | | 


Verſe 4. AdeceitfullhandJoaketh poore : but the hand of 
the diligent maketh rich, Re 


T* Hisyerſe alſo containeth an anſwere to an other obieQi- 
on,which might riſe out of the words immediately go- 
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ing before. If food and maintenance bethepift.of God, and 


they that haue little ſhall be kept from want, &they that hatie 
great tore ſhall be fiript of all zto what end ſhould mentra- 
uaile and take paines ? the wiſeſt way-is:togiue ouer all la. 
bour,, Now this /he refurech by ſhewing the meanes whereby 
righteols men vſe to receiue this foode and prouifion from 
Gods hand, and that is by ſedulirie and diligence intheir vo- 
cations, And therefore he demonftrateth the contravie effes 
of contrarie men; namely,of ſlothfull perſons, and ſuchas be 
induſtrious and painfull, Slothfull perſons fall into two euils : 
the one isthe praiſe of deceitfujnes, called here a deceitful 

and: the other is the burthan of poverty, whichis a puniſh- 
ment inflicted ypon them both for fraud andidleneſſe.. They 
that bee diligent haue their reward yeelded ynto thern, that 
they thrive and proſper by the labour of their hands:& though 
their wealth bee not ſo greatin quantitie, yet the ſmalneſſe 
thereof is recompenſed in quality and good viſe of it; and 
therefore is called, pretious riches, Chap. 12.27. And ſothey 
haue neither need nor diſpofition to giue themſelues to de- 
ceirfull ſhifts,as ſluggards, 


| Verſes, Hee that gathereth in ſummer is a ſonne of 1ynder- 
ftandmg : axd he that ſleepeth in hayueſt is a ſoune of confuſion. 


THe drift of theſe words is to teach men toredeeme the 


* . 4 time,and make the beſt aduanrage of the ſeaſons, compa- 


ring opportunitie to ſummer or harueſt, when the fruits of the 
carth are ripe, and readieto be gathered; and the perſons to 
whom it-is offered, to husbandmen tbat haue commodities 
growing inthe fields. And thereforeas we indge him prudent 
which ſo ſtirrech himſelfe , and hafteneth his people to cut 
downehis corne,and to inne it when it is ripe;and the weather 
is ſeaſonable: ſo God here calleth him a ſonne of vrderfian- 
ding, that is, a wiſeman, which takerh time while time ſer- 
ueth, forany good purpoſe and occafion. And as the world 
crieth fic on him that ſleepeth in harueſi, that is, doth no more 
labour or loske to his affaires;then ifhe were ina deadfleep, - 


and 
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and ſo ſuſtaineth:thelofle of all his crop, by meanes whereof 
he ouetthroweth the ſtate of all his familie : ſo the Lord tear- 
mech him a ſonne of confuſion,or which bringeth confuſion, 
that is to ſay,miſerie and ſhame vpon himſelfe and his friends, 
which ftriueth not to take his part of Gods bleſſing in'due 
ſeaſon. O08," | ; 


Verſ.6.Bleſſings are vpon the head of the righteous : but ini- 
quitie (hall coner the month of the wicked, 


Lefſmgs)Thatis,all kinde of happineſle, euery good gift 

of God rhar is fir for them, as peace, plentie,grace, and 
hea'th,8c. All ſhall be vpon the head of the righteous : mea- 
ning ypon the whole ſoule and body of cuery fairhfull holie 
man. And they are ſaid to be onthe head, becauſe they come 
downefrom aboue,and light as it were vpon the head, and ſo 
deſcend tothe other parts. But iniquitie, the vengeance of 
God executed for violence and finne, ſhall cover the mouth 
of the wicked,ſhall rake away all excuſcs and defences from 
him. Now here is ſomewhat ynderſtood inthe former clauſe, 
and expreſſed in the latter : and ſomewhat vnderſtood in the 
latter, and ſupplied inthe former. Bleſſings are vpon the head 
ofthe righteous, and therefore doe open his mouth,v:z. to 
praiſe God,and maintaine his owne innocencie:; and iudge- 
ments (called here violence or iniquity,by a wetowymie of the 
cauſe) areypon the head:of the wicked, and ſocloſe vp their 
mouth, 


Verſe 7. The memoriall of the inſt ſhall be bleſſed : but the 
name of the wicked ſhall rot. 


His is one particular of the blefſings mentioned inthe 

former verſe, that that which is neereſt roa man,as his 
name, ſhall be in eſtimation,and good account. The remem- 
brance and mention of him being abſent aliue,and when he i 
dead, ſhall be acceprable, and with his praiſe and commendg- 
tion : But the name ofthe wicked is curſed, and therefore had 
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inthatredand deteftation, euen as muchloathed as the flinke 
of his careaſe, that lieth rotting inthe graue, All thecontu- 
melies wherewith the godly are purſued,take no effeRt againſt 
them, to worke their: perpetuall diſhanour : and albeit for a 
time,throughſlanders, columniations,and ſcoffes, they are a- 
mong the ſonnes of Belial,baſe and vile perſons, muchvilified 
and contemned; yet no reports,or imputations,noielts or de- 
ron can make them contemprible : hee that decked them 
with the light of grace, maugre the malice of the diuell,and all 
their aduerſaries, will alſo adorne them withthe brightnes of 
glorie, wharpraQiſes ſoencrthere be'to keepe thein if obſcu- 
ritie and reproch,Who of all Gods people which commit their 
waies wnto the Lord,according to his precept,haue nor at the 
firſt, or at the laſt, either ſooner, or later, their righteouſneſſe Plal.37,6, ' 
brought foorth as the light, and. their indgement, as the noone 
day,according to his promiſe? Andinlike manner, all the ap- 
plauſes which are giuen to vaworthie men, the great boaſts 
that are made of them, well neere vniuerfally by che mouthes 
of all, euery man magnifying them with praiſes, as ſometime - 
they did the falſe Prophets, and Pharifies; yer he will ſo dete& 
their vicious behauiour,and make them appeare ſo odious, as 
thateither inthepreſent, or fucure ages, they ſhall be a pro. - 
uerbe of obloquie : or if it fall not our ſooner. their ſhame will - 
be immeaſurable at the day ofthe Lord, and ſoſhall be honor - 
of the righteous. . wort 444 LY 


m_ 
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Verſe $8, The wiſe in heart w:ll ee $6 bas 
the fooliſh in talks ſhall be beaten; 


He wiſe in heart,&c.| Thatis, ſuch as hane ſauing know=- 

& ledge, and conffience, willreceive commandements, will." 

heareand qbey.the word of God withour replies and cauils - 

again(t it : bx rhe fooliſh in talke; hethar abuſerh his lippes to -- 

murmuring and friuolous obicQions, ſhall be heater, that is, - 
ſhall be plagued for his contempr, 

Theſcnſe will be plaine, if the ſupply be made in both _ j 
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ſes of the oppoſition, in this manner: the wiſe in hearr will 
readily. receiue commandements; andtherefore. ſhall be re- 
warded:: but the fooliſh in heart will be fooliſh in calke'ro re 
ie& commandements, therefore hee ſhall be puniſhed, The 
obedient may expeQ ſuch intreatie as diligent and fairhfull \ 
feruants receiue from the hands of kinde and good maſters; 
and ſuch as ſhift off all ſeruices with obieRions, replies, and 
_ ings,ſhal be yſed like to contumacious and ftubborne 
ondſlaues. 


Verſe 9. Hee that walketh wprightly,walketh boldly : but bee 
that pernerteth his waies ſhall be knowne. 


HE that walketb vprightly,| That is, doth carefully looke 

to his waies with an honeſt heart : walketh ſurely, having 
both the affeRion,and ground,and effeRs of Chriſtian bold- 
nefle:but be that permerteth his wazes :thar is,doth allow him- 
ſelfe in any —_ though neuer ſo ſecretly : ſhall be knowne; 
his fins ſhall be deteRed. 

The ſenſe of thewhole verſe may bee thus expreſſed: Hee 
that walketh vprightly, walketh ſurely ; becauſe his faithfulnes 
ſhall beknowne to his praiſe: Andhe that pernerterh hiswaies, 
walketh dangeronſly ; becauſe his leaudnes ſhall be knowne to 

| Eccle.1 2.13.14 his ſhame. Letvs (faith Eccleſiaftes) feare God and keepe his 
commandements : for this is the whole man. For Godwill bring 
exery worke unto indgement : with enery ſecret thing whether it 
1.Cor.4.s, Ge goodor enill, The Lordwhen be commeth (ſaith Saint Par! ) 
will lighten things that are bid in darkneſſe, and make the conn- - 
ſels of the heart manifeſt : and then ſhallenery man haxe praiſe 
of God, Both theſe holy writers are ſo to be vnderſtood,that 
all the goodnes ofthe good ſhall be reueiled ynto their praiſe, 
and none of their corruptions:: and all the vices of the wicked 
diſcoueredta fcivcrtifoniant none of their good workes 
for approbation, 


Verſe 


Verſe to.1t. © PRoOvanss, 59 


Verſ.1o. He that winketh with the eye Worketh ſorrow : and 
he that is fooliſh-in talks, ſhallbe beaten. 


His confirmeth the latter clauſe of the former yerſe,That 
rheyrhar peruert their weies ſhall bee knowne, though 
they doe ic neuer ſo ſecretly, which is meant by the winking 
of the eye, Yet by this it ſhall appeare that it is knowne, be- 


- cauſe it ſhall be puniſhed, For as they practiſe mrſchicle a- 
 gainſt others, and many times worke them ſorrow : fo they 


certainly bring muſchiefe on their owne heads, and procure 
ſorrowto their owne foules, Andyet all winking is not con- 
demned :bur that which tendeth zo hurt, when men winke 


wiles. The Apoſtle beckned or winked at /ohn that hefhould 16h. 2.24; 
'agke who it was that ſhould betray Chriſt, and yer this was 


well done of him; for he fhewed a reuerend regard of Chriſt, 
thathe wouldnet'/be loud and audacious in his preſence, Tf 
they peruert their weies openly by'beingfoolith in ſpeech, 0- 
pen iudgement ſhall be executed ypon them for their open 


kinnes,and thereby their mouthes ſhall be Kopped, 


Verſe 11. The month of a righteous man is a welfpring of 
life : but iniquitie conereth the month of the wicked. 


Te Hrael, and'inthe cont bordering vpon it, it was a 
great benefit tothane wels'df water, both forthe vic of men 
and of the catrell,andrherfore rhings of great account be ma- 
ny times: compared to'them inthe'Scriptures, and heere the 
mouth of arighteous-man'1s ſo called in a double reſpeR,both 
for the conſtancic of good conference (according to the fimi- 
ltude;forfſuch ſprings as were continuall,and would hold out 
as well in ſommer as in winter, were {ajdtobe wels of living 


water :Gen;26.19.2valfo, and eſpecially for the good efteQ, 


that they bee inftruments ſometimes to beger, and yſually ro 


. E . 


*«confirme and refreſh the life of rhe ſoule. The latter part of 


theverfe hath been expounded inche fixth verſe, ©. 


wi he expoſition ftandeth thus : The mouth of a righteous 
EE. 4 man 
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man doth alwaies flow with wholeſome words; and therfore 
| ſhall bee continued open with bleflings : But the mouth of a 
wicked man doth alwaics flow with hurtfull words : and 
therefore ſhall be ſtopped with violence. 


Verſe 12, Hatred ftirreth vp contentions : bat lone conereth 
alltreſpaſſes. 


eAtred : and all vncharitable affetions, as enuie and 

wrath, ſtirrerh vp frife : worketh all kinde of reuenge 
and miſchiefe, as backbiting, ypbraiding with former faults, 
and very often procureth iniuſt criminations, But lone cone- 
retb all treſpaſſes : by forgiuing them and reprouing them in 
friendly manner, and by concealing them from all thoſe, to 
 whomthe knowledge of them hath not come,or doth norap= 
pertaine. The.oppolition .is thus framed ; Hatred filirreth vp 
contentions, and blazeth abroad mens infirmitics ; but loue 
 ſeekethpeace,and couereth all treſpaſles, 


"Verſe 13. Inthe lips of him that hath underitending ,wiſe- 
- dome is found : but a rod ſhallbe for the backs of him that is de- 
 ſtitnte of vnderftanding. 7. yok 


2 words neede no further explanation,then the ſup- 
ly of that whichis to be vnderftood in both the clauſes. 
| For this ſeemeth to be the ſenſe of them : In the lips or ſpeech 
_ of him. thac hath vnderſtanding wiſedome is found, which 
keepeth iudgements and ana * Jncr a from him : but inthe 
lips of him that wanteth vnderſtanding follic is found ; which 
bringeth iudgements and puniſhment ypon him, The firſt he- 
 miſtich, or former part of the verſe, is the ſame ſimply ſer 
.downe, and without allegorieor metaphore, as was compa- 
ratiuely yttered inthe elcuenth verſe, b the fimilitude of a 
. wel-ſpring.  _ wy 
The latter part. is the ſamein ſenſe that was. in the eighth 
and tenth yerſes : for there it is ſaid;that-the fooliſh in talks 
ſrall be beaten, ; 
| Verſe 
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Verlſ. 14. Wiſe men lay vp knowledge : but the month of the 
fool: ts a preſent deſtruition. 


Ere is declared by what meanes wiſe men attaine to that 
HE. oiic and ſufficiencie of fruitfull ſpeeches, by due at- 
tention to that whichis ſpoken to them or which they reade: 
or-by diligent obſeruation of things which they behold. 
Thoſe they lay vp, as a man would his treaſure, in a ſafe place, 
As therefore aprouident thriftie husband,which hath gathe- 
redrogether a ftocke, will bee ready vpon ſhort warning to 
; makea purchaſe, or vpon any good occafion to disburſe a Fam 
of money : ſo hee thatis faichfull in ſeeking knowledge,and 
applicth both hearcand memorie to holdirfaſt, and keepe it, 
ſhall readily in conuenient time draw out the good things 
which he hath learned.ecither for his owne vſc, or the benefic 
and profic of others. Which is contrary in carelefſe and heed= 
lefle perſons : for they will be as forward to ſpeake as any 0- 
thers : but that which is withinthe heart, will quickly bee at 
hand to come out ar the lips,and that is poyſon, and venome, 
and peſtilent matter, which will certainly hurt chemſelues, 
and be dangerous to other. So then thus ftandeth the oppoſi- 
tion : wiſe men lay vp knowledge,andtherfore their mouthes 
are a preſent preſeruation: but fooliſh men reiet knowledge; 
and thereforetheir mouthes are a preſent deſtruQion, 


 Verſ. 15. Therich mans goods are his ſtrong citie : andthe 
feare of the needie « their poxerty. 


He rich mans goods are his ſtrong city,&c. |That is, weal- 

& thie worldlings doetruſt to their poſſeſſions when they 
haue great ſtore, For hee ſpeaketh not of any ſafety that they 
haue by their goods; but whichthey ſeeme rothemſclues to 
haue;as is plainly expreſſed, Chap. 18, 11. They are as an 
bigh wall in his imagination: andiris ſometimes the fault of 

| good men iatheir infirmitics, to repoſe too much confidence 
inourwardthings,whea they "_ with them; as cuen _ 


It 
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#idhimſcife acknowledged of himſelfe; In my proſperity I ſaid, 
I hall nexer be moned:Plal.30.6,0n the other fide,the want of 
earthly ſubſtance doth fill the hearts of vnregenerate poore 
men with feares of famine and miſery. And Gods owne peo- 
ple are not alwaies free fromthe aſſaults thereof, by reaſon of 
the imperfeRion of their faith, 


Verſ. 16, The laboxr of the righteous tendeth to life : but 
the rewenewes of the wicked is ſinne, 


sf labour of the righteous texndeth to life, &c,) That is, 
the goods that goed men yſually get by travell (though 
many times they are deſcended to them by inheritance,or be- 
fowed yponthem by gift, or by fome other lawfull meanes 
brought to their hands ) tendeth to life,viz.both of ſoule and 
body in this world, and for the world to come: whereas the 
riches of vngodly men are alwaies abuſed by them, and made 
the occafions and meanes of ynrighteouſneſle. The oppoſiti- 
on is this; the riches of the righteous doe tend to goodneſſe, 
and (ototheir life : but the wealth ofthe wicked doth tendto 
finne, and fo to their death. For euery mans ſubſtanceis a 
meanes of his benificence and well doipg, or an oecafion yn- 
tohim of _—_ either it induceth himto ſhew mercy, and 
to doe good, which the Lord will recompence withlife and 
bleſſednefſe : or elſe he is thereby incited to pride,cruelty,yo- 
y oe oper nigardize,or other like ex- 

orbirant courſes, whereby he maketh himſelfe liable ro Gods 
curſes,and his owne perdition, 


Ver. 17. Hethat regaxdeth inftrulion is in the way of life: 
but be that refuſeth correftion gaetb out of the way. 


HE that regardeth inſixufion.)That is, which yecldeth re- 
uerence, attention, and obedience to the miniftry of 
Gods holy word ; # inthe way of life, hee taketh the right 
courſe to obtaine everlaſting ſaluation': but bee that reflec 
gorreftion, which will not endureto hearehis finnes rebu 91 
gLoet 
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goeth out of the way, both depriueth himſelfe of eternalllife, 
and walketh towards deſtruRion. All ſorts of men arepaſſen= 

| pers,trayciling as it were in a iourney vnto their place:ifthey 
Plow the direRion of Gods meſſengers, whom hee hath ap- 
pointed for guides, they ſhall find the law of God adire& 
path to leade them vynto preſent and future happineſle, and 
that euerlaſting : but if they ſcorne to be ſhewed where, and 
how far they haue wandred awry,and will not bee conduRted 
ynto the right way of repentance & reformation,they cannot 
but firaggle vp and downe in the by-paths of iniquitie, vntill 
they deſperately periſh. 


Verſ.18. Hethat hideth hatred,is a man of deceitfull lips ; 
and be that vitereth ſlander us a foole, 


His in the former words declared theperill of them 
that refuſe admonition, hee deſcribeth here the perſons 
that vſe to doe it, andthey are of two forts : ſome arc hypo- 
crites, that pretend and make a ſhew of fauour and good li- 
king,and yet nouriſh deadly hatred in their hearts : others are 
profeſſed contemners of that which is taught : but yetpicking 
a quarrell againſt the man that deliuereth it, as thoughthe 
fault were wholly in him,and iu occaſion were giuen to re- 
ictallthart heteacheth. Bur ord, which knoweth the 
ground and roote of theircalumngions and cauils, imputerh 
them to their proper cauſe: and that is,the finfulnefle and fol- 
lic ofthoſe malicious deſpiſers, 


Verſ. 19. The /in ceaſeth not by the mnltitude of words: but 
be that refraineth his lips s wiſe, 


HE ſeemeth till to proceed in the proſecution ofthe mat- 
terſpokenof in the ſeuenteenth verſe, that men take an 
euill way for themſclues, which refufe to bee reproued. The 
words immediately going before theſe,declare how ſomere- 
icR it, by inward hatred and bitternefle of heart,and yer out= 
wardly make ſemblance of great loue and friendſhip : others 

M 2 breake 


164 ProverBs. \  Chap.10. 


breake outinto open profeſſion of their difcontentment and 
malice, by reproching thoſe that would helpe them- our of 
their fins :; and here commeth a third ſorr, which would ſhife 
off all rebukes, by denying, defending, cloking, or colouring 
their faults by excuſing, & cxtenuating matters that arechar- 
ged ypon them. Bucallisin vaine; the fin willnot be blowne 
away with breath :andtherefore he ſheweth that itis apoinr 


of wiſedome to giue place by filence, andto take the blame - 


ypon them. 


Verſ. 20, The tongue of the inſt man is as fined ſilner : but 
the heart of the wicked ts little worth, 


HE ſetteth forth the excellencie of the ſpeech of godly 
men by compariſon ; reſembling it to filuer thatis pur- 
ged and fined from the drofle that was init : becauſe a good 
man will be carefull of his tongue, not onely that there be no 
mixtu:e or filchineſſe and leaudneſle in his words ;: but alſo to 
-auoide all ſuperfluous and idle babling, and ſo to open his 
mouth with holy wiſedome, Whichis contrary in the wic- 
ked ; becauſe there is a contrary fountaine in him of ſinfulnes. 
and corruption,and no-matter of vertue and grace, which are 
the ſprings of all wholeſome ſpeeches, Thus therefore ftan- 
deth the eAntitheſis : the rongue of the iuſt man is as fined 
filuer ; becauſe his heart is pretious : bur the tongue of the 
wicked is as drofſe ; becauſe his heart is nothing worth, | 


Ver. 21, The lips of the righ: eons doe feed many : but fools 
die for want of wiſedome, | 


-——_ was deelared the excellencie of a good tongue, and 
4 I well cafoned ſpeech : and heere are the effeRs of it com- 
mended,namely, the good that is wrought by it,the ſoules of 
many being edified therewith,and receiuing grace;and grow- 
eth for ſaluation & comfort, as the body dothobtain ſtrengrh, 
and nouriture, and refrefhing, by their meanes that minifler 
wholcſome foode yuto it, And this is illuſtrated by the con- 

oary 
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contrary effeR of wicked and ignorant perſons, that they are 
fo farre from ſeeding others with knowledge and wiſedome, 
that they ſuffer themſclues to be ſtarued to death auddeſiru- 


Rion,throughthe want of it, 


Verſ. 22. The bleſſing of the Lordit doth makg rich : and he 
addeth no ſorrowes withit, 


& ho purpoſe and drift of theſe words is, to ſhew the pre- 
eminence that Gods people haue aboue the men of the 
world : that whereas the wicked haue nothing but their owne 
hands,and carnall meanes totruſt vnto for theireſtate, ſuch as 
be godly, hauc God to prouide for them; and his goodneſſe 
onely doth make rich,and they only are enriched by him. Buc 
becauſe his enemies haue vſually more ſtore of goods then his 
children ; and thereby, jt:may ſeerne, that. ejther men may bee 
rich without his bleſing.or elſethar he is moreprouident far 
finners then for Saints ; therefore he ſheweth the difference ; 
That troubles and yexations are intermingled withrhe goods 
of the wicked, and his ſeruants are freed from them. Yer itis 
notſo to be conceiued,as.though no good men had any trou- 
bles with their riches ; and that whoſocuer do. find griefe and 
probeians in theſe earthly 'things, were depriued of the 
lefling of God,and teftimonies of his fauour : but this isthe 
meaning, that ſo farre as hee doth beftow them, and they de= 
pend vpon him for them, ſo farre they eſcape from vexations: 
{o that the cares. and-troubles grow meerely from their owne 
infirmitics,, | | 14 56) 


Verſ. 23. It « apaitime t0 a foole to commit Vvickeanes : but © 
wiſedomeis the delight of a man of vuderitanding . 


] T.45 a paftime to afoole to commit wickedneſſe,&c.\ That is, 


finfull men take great pleaſure in doing that which iseuill, 

as ifit were a ſport or recreation to them : and it is as much 

ioy and refreſhing to him that is godly wiſe, both to get wif 

dome, and to performe all he good exexciſes thereof. = 
3 whic 
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which the 6neofthem vehemently deli ghterhin;Apd hathia 
admiration;the other abhorreth, and hath in\deteftation ;and 
fo contrary,according ynto their contrary hearts, conrrarie 
affeQions,contrary conuerlation;!contrary eflateand condi- 
tion; theſe being as filthie beafts that feed on the draugh, or 
exrrion of thefleſh, and theſe as holy men which live by the 
wholeſome food of the ſpirit, 


Verſ.24: That which the wicked feareth ſhall Come pon ood 
we God wn «5 int the off 'e off the righteous, | 


: He eStidepnriaeidhr inthe world to come, -which vngodly 
men through the guiltincfſe of their conſcience are of 
ren) ſummoned vnto, when God ſhall draw their foule aur of 


their body,they' ſhall certainlyfal into. Andithoſe judgments, * 


and inmiſeries ofighis” life, whieh they: inioft hate ,though they 
hope to yay gion they aye in danger to bring vpon them- 
ſelaes, 

And'that which is mot defireable; 'and will bee moſt. com- 
fortable rs Chrittians,the Lord which knoweth what is moſt 
Iteeprable tothem,;ai'd profitable for them, wilin due ſeaſon 
beftow vponthem?: 'For the beft men (ut of their corrupti= 
ork which arenot w holly aboliſhed ,thorigh much diminiſhed 
norfullyſubdued;though they have lofttheir ſoueraignty)do 
ſomtimes caſt their affetions vpon thoſe things which are 
mot expedient, and rhoſein great fauourhee derainerhfrom 
they 1 CAfeſe; ant Ferenrevtiefired (preatly:to becexcimpted 
from the burthen of miniflery,and ro leade a prinate life ; but 
God neither reſpeed their happineſle (olittle,nor the hene- 
firof his peopl-, nor his owne ſcruice ro bee performed by 
them,as to yegld cortheir defires, 


6 Wetl.25 Apthr whir/«windpaſfeth fox thaWicked nomore: 
Bits the Hig#eboi 3 25 eV eneriafiing i fotutHiation': $199 6Y 
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=*He nieanhighf the word is; that! erpdlyh men, howſbe 
| ' ver they flourififor a a docſuddenly cometoru- 
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incand deſtruQion; as the whirle-wind ſwiftly bloweth ouer, 
and is lefle conſtant,and permanent, then the ordinary winde 
is,though there be no Rtability in any, But whemviris ſaid, rhey: 
are no more, hee aotis not intimate any mortality of their 
ſoules, as though they ſhould bee -wbolly*diſſolved as brite 
beats : tor their toutes are cucrlaſting! a> well as Gods people, 
and cheir bodies-ſhall bee raiſed vp againe at the day ot the 
Lord,as well as tc Sainrs : bur iris their hope and happinefie, 
and northeir. being thar-periſherh,"they ſhall 'never-recouer 
any good cftate any more, Now againſt cheſe are fet the righ- 
teous, whoſe foule and- body; and iefſedacffe; hiijeaifecled 
fafety,as a foundation tharcan neuer be ternoued. Sorthartthis 
is the oppoſition : the wicked arc as a whidle- wind, and {6 are 
no more: but the righteous are like # firme foundations and 
ſoperpetually remaine.- {oo G2 LCL C0 1 HG 
| | | | S CREST TIESTIENTTS IT 1 
'Verſ.26. As vineger is tothe teeth and (moaks tothe eye y 
& the ſlothfullto them that ſend him, Ep | 


. $-vineger, &c.)] Thatis, to much vineger; or other 
thingsthat be ſharpe & ſowte, do (et theteerhvn edge; 
and \moake doth bring both ſmart and hurt to the eyes :{o 
doth theflothfalt perfon;or herharis giver rd 2rif(orherleaud 
behaujour, worke vexation' of heart to them that ſend him,or 
commtn matterof moment vnto him; "For it is 25-niturall ts - 
them tobecareleſſe of their buſinefle, and vatruſtieto ſuch as 
imploythemas tisfor vineger roretaine ſowrenefſe, and for 
fmonketo pierce theeyes : ad by this meanes 'God pleiſerh 
to plague ſome, and'to chaftettorhers, & to admoritth othets: 5 
Diuers take more*' pleaſure in finfull flaggards, then ir godly 
faithfull feraanrs, yinito them itis a due recompence to find ard 
feelde chemfalte and pernicionhs! many are too too heedleffe 
intheir choyce, and #46t afraid ro piiclentertaitiment ro rhe 
worſerſore, andcheref$;t6 thavy thats they are'ſrourged by 
them:andiſandtie doo letitne expetienceby ſuch a fucceſſe,ro 
be more warie afterwards- 3nd therefore obſerue the wicked 
ro aubid them;and hailcalwr ies faich as fexre God in greater 
ellimationy 10! 0152 afrony, el tl HEUERS TY ELL 0 
07 >: 9; of Verſ.27. 
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Verſ. 27. Thefeare of the Lord encreaſeth the daies - but 
the yeeres of the wicked are cut ſlort. 


;) her: ſeare of the Lord &c.)That is,true piety and religion, 
with the exerciſe alſo ot 1uſtice and righteouſnes, /xcrea- 
ſeth the da.es;,That is,as a meanes itpreſerueth thoſethatare 
endued withit,from an yntimely death. But the yeeres of the 
wicked ſhallbe.cut eff. Their vngodly and finfull courſe of life 
is ſometimes an. inſtrument to bring :them ſpeedily rotheir 
end ; 2s by ſurfers andeuill'difeaſes, or falling into the hands 
ofthe Magiſtrate,or by quarrelling,and ſuch like : Somtimes 
it proucketh the Lord to ſay them io the middeſt of their 
race,& not to\ſufferthem to come tothar age, which by their 
ſireogrh and confliturion of body they might haue attained 
ynto. Andin this ſcoſe the Propher ſaith in the Pſalines ; that 
the wicked fhall not line ont halfe their daies. | h 


Verſ.z8, :The patient abiding of the righteonsſhall be glad- 
weſſe : but the hope of the wicked jhall periſh, 
012 23199361021 IST IO TBD 5: p j 
' A Frerthar the; children; of God, have ogice imbraced his 
{ A promiſes, afflitions & tentations- do vſually enſuggher- 
vpon,thatit would ſeemeto ſenſe.and fleſhly reaſon,that mi- 
ſerie and troubles were the only rewards of piety. and obedi- 
ence,& nothing elſe performedco them thattruſtin his word; 
Nogwrherefoze hee ſaeweth that a berrer Ratefand condition 
remainerh for them:thar their ſorrow ſhal be tyarned incotoy 
aad their mourning into gladnefſe, when the: Lord ſhall deli-. 
uer them from troubles,and fulfill all his promiſes. Which is 
illuftratcd &fyrther amplified by the con 


ca &9 trakcy eaſe of the wice 
ked-which howſoeuer now they feeme yſcboye the prebemic= 


nenee-feara moſt logely to preuaile begw5frer,ſhajl yer bee de= 
priued of their preſent proſperity, & fi-2Rrarel of allfurure ex 
peRation, This then is the, oppaſigie.y ;; The hope:.of therigh< 


teous ſhall preuaile, and bring th dnefle :-but the hope 
ef the wicked ſhall periſh,and, Fa gh : 


them ſorrow. (£111: 155 
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Ver", 29. The way of the Lord is ſtrength to the vpright 
wan : but feare ſhall be to the workers of iniquitie. 


TD Y the way ofthe Lord,is meant the whole adminiſtratis, 

boch of his word, wherby he maketh his will known, and 
of his ſpirit whereby hee gineth grace, and of his providence, 
whereby he proteCteth his ſervants, and performeth all good 
things vuto them.By euery one of theſe meanes, doth he elta- 
bliſh and confirme both the hearts & Rates of ſuch as be faith- 
full.But as for the wicked, howſocuer he ſuffer them for a time 
to proceed in their yngodly waies without any great crofles, 
yet at laſt he executerh ſuch iudgements'vypon th& as the'very 
fight therof cauſeth them to-quake & tremble, Thus ftandeth 
the oppolicion;The way of the Lord is [trengrhrothevprighe = 
for preſeruatio,& therfore it worketh boldnes;but it weaken- 
eth the wicked for deſtruQtion,and therfore it bripgethteare, 


Verſ.zo. 7 be righteous ſhall nener be remoned: but the wie 
hed ſhall not dwell inthe earth, 


"T=* righteous ſhall newer be remoned.) They ſhall neuer be 
4Þ remouedfrom Gods fauour;they ſhall never be remoned 
from the conſtant praces of the ſpirit in their ſoules; orhurt= 
fully,in the way of a curſe, from an outward good eſtate; nor 
voſeaſonably be cut.off from the arch. Now becavfe ſome of 
the(ciudgements do ſeemeſomtiimes co fall ypon :fomerigh- 
tcous Perſons, who for a ſeaſon be eclipſed of grace, & fepa« 
rared fr6 the fruition & commfortableſight of Godskindnes; 
and ſayour.towards them; and their eftate in appearance is 
wholly ruinated and ouerthrowne : therefore: the 'word:doth 
Well, bearg{ir,agreeable roihe-meaning of the holy Ghoſt ra 
lay; xhai the righteous ſhall nat; be $emoued for ever. Though 
they ſceme to bee caſt downe: for atiine; yet:rhey ſhall bee 
reſtored againe afterwards. The contrary is here affirmed 
concerning the caſe of the wicked, who ſhall certainely 
fall ynlefle they repent; they ſhall not continue in that cftace 
| wherein 


*— 
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wherein they are moſt grounded, and haue greateſt eſtabl;ſh. 
ment : they are ſo farre from enioying eternall life in heaven, 
as that the vengeance of God will not permit them long to 
keepe their owne breath, or to hold the ourward poſicſhons 
ofthe earth, The oppoſition therefore in effeisrthis; The 
righteous ſhall nener be remoked, but have antabirmion tor e- 
uer in heauen; butthe wicked ſhall be cemoued, and not ſuf- 
fered ſo much as to dwell in the earth, 


Verlſ, 31: The month of the righteous will befruitfullin wiſes 
dome : but the tongue of the vnrighteons ſhall be cut ont; 


T His verſe agreeth altogether in ſubſtance of matter with 

the eleuenth;onlythe compariſon 1s akered:for there the 
tongueofa good man for the conſtant ſtore of holy ſpeeches; 
was reſembled to a plentifull fountaine;and here,roa fri efull 
tree, or fertile field: and therethe wicked for leaud fpeeches, 
was threatned to haue his mouth ſtopped;and here to hauc his 

--- tonguecurt out : that is, the judgements of God vpon him for 
his vngratious and curſtd fpeakings, ſhall flrike him as mute 
and dumbe;,as ifthe tongue were cut out of his head, | 


Verlſ.3 2. The lips of therighreour know What ts avceptable: 
but the month of themwiched ſpeaketh froward things, i 


=. meaning of theſe words is, that a righteous' mai 
knoweth and regardeth what is beſt pleaſing to God for 
himtoſpeake,& what is moftgratefull to good-mento heate? 
and'whatdoth deſerue acceptatis at any mans hand for fairh- 
fulneſle and truth; and therefore he will vſe his lips to vtrerit: 
burthewieked neither knoweth nor regardeth theſethings; 
andtherefore-heyomiceth out only peruerſe ſpeeches, ſuch as 
rendro rebellion againſt God,the damnifyingofmen,and the 


annoyance anti hugs of his one ſelſe, 
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Verſe 1. Falſe balances areian abomination to the I ord: but 
aperſet weight pleaſeth him. 
> © BNder falſe balances are comprehended all yniuſt 
N /@)y, weights lines and meaſures, And therewithall 
S254 is condemned whatfoeter kinde of guile, and 
FR \\ F=q deceit may be found cicherin the buyer, or ſcl- 
(LS, ler. As when that whichis ſold is defeQtive ei- 
ther in quancicie, or qualitie, not being fit for the vſe thatit is 
bought for, or rotcorreſpondenc to theprice that is paid for 
it,or not anſwerable to the reftimonierhat is given of it, And 
with theſe doth Amos charge the wicked utalthie men of his 
age: I hey mate the Epha or meaſure ſmall, and the ſhekell, or 
price great,and fallific the weights of deceit, That they may buy 
the poore for ſilner,and the needie for ſhooes,and ſelltherefuſe of 
therr wheate, So' on the other fide inthe buyer, when he ſhall 
faile of all meece proportion betweene the price that he pai« 
eth,and checommoditie that he buyeth, giuing farre lefſethen 
the worth and value of it, And where it is ſaid, They are abo- 
mination tothe Lord, itis not meant that his quarrellis againſt 
the inſenfivle creatures, buthe is d1[pfeaſed with the iniquirie 
of the petlons, which make, vſe,keepe,or allow them.Where- 
by the other clattſe may bee better vnderſtood, char the Lord 
is pleaſed with ſuchas doeyprightly vſe them, and with loue 
of equitie,cxerciſcir inthetrtrathque,and coucnants. 


Vetſe 2: hen pride commeth, then commeth contempt but 
with the lawlygswefedont. i | 


Hen pride commeth, that is, when it groweth to ma- 
VY'turitic, timitig power to puffe yp mens hearts, and 
ſhewing ir felfe m words,or workes,in countenance, apparell, 
3 or 


- 
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or geſtures,then commeth contempt, that is, ſhame then appro- 
cheth, and is neere at hand, marching inthe next ranke after 
this loftic heart, andinſolent behauiour, As is to bee ſeenein 
many who hauing beer, firit lifced yp in their owne haughtie 
mindes,were afterwards cali down by Gods rightcous iudge- 
ments,cither into phrenhies,or groſle finnes, or ruine of Rate, 
or obloquie for their former hidden faults now publiſhed ar 
laſt to their great diſgrace, The other part of the antitheſis, 
containing the honour that doth accompanie humilitie,is ar- 
gued by conſequent, in this manner: when pride commeth, 
then commeth folly, which euer bringeth ſhame : but when 
humilitic commeth,then commeth wilcdome,which is neuer 
without glorie. 


| Verſe 3.The wprightnes of the in/t ſhall guide them: but the 
frowaranes of the tranſgreſſours ſhall deſtroy them. 


BY »prightneſſe is not meantan extrauagant well meaning 
without further rule or warrant, as though good intents 
were competent guides of our waies to ſaluation : bur the fin- 
ceritie of an heart faithfully, though not perfeRly,willing to 
belecue & obey that which it knoweth,and reſolutely though 
 notabſolutely,defirovsro know that which Godſhall reueile 
ynto it. Now this is ſaid ro guide righteous men, that is, ſhall 
procure good direQion frothe Lord, both for his ſeruice, and 
their owne happineſle, and make themtraQable to follow the 
ſame.Contrary to this is the condition ofthe wicked, who are 
not led with yprightnes,but carried with peruerſenes,& there- 
fore miſled by the ſame to their vndoing. For thus ftandeth 
the oppoſition : the vprightnes ofthe iui! ſhall guide them in 
the way,and ſo preſerue them: but the frowardnes of the wice- 
ked will keepe them fromthe way,and fo deſtroy them, 


Verſe 4. Riches auaile not in the Aay of wrath : but righte- 
ouſnes delinereth from death, 


Heſe words ſeeme to containe ananticipation, or dre= 
L uenting of an obieRion, which might bee moued againſt 
Li the 
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* the latter point of the formerverſe, What 'fpeake you of de- 
ſtrution toccomevypor wicked men ?Trruſt you will not ex« 
tend it toall; for many ofthem are ſubſtantiall wealthy men, 
'of great ſtate and abilitic, Who can deſtroy them ? Whar ſhal 
their power, and riches doe the while? Tothis ir is here ans 
ſwered,that riches auaile notin the day of wrath: their wealth 
\can neither withſtand the ſtrokes of God, nor leſſen them, nor 
' make them any whit the more ableto beare them, when his 
'anger doth execute judgements, and when. his judgements 
declare his anger. Butrighteoulnes is that which deliuercth 
from death,and all other miſeries,that the ſting thereof ſhall - 
"never make any man miſcrable, | 


Verſe 5. The righteouſnes of the wpright ſhall direft his way, 
or make his way ſtraight, or euen : but the wicked ſhall fallin his 
owne wickednes, 


HE: hee addeth tothat which he had begunin the third 
verſe, and ſheweth that ſinceritie and righteouſnes doe 
| not onely leade men'to a good way, and tell them whart is 

their dutic,and fictobe rf cvey » but maketh the way paſ- 
ſable for them, and them conſtant and proſperous init. The 
which againe is oppoſed the way of the wicked, cuen their 
owne finfull courſe of life, being crooked and cragged, and 
roughgand rugged,and full of manifold perils, wherein at laſt 
they fall and periſh. In appearance the path of grace & good. 
nes 1s ſo full oftroubles and difficulties, as that it ſhould bee 
impoſſible for any manto goe along in it,and not be ſtopped, 
er turned aſide before he come to his lives end,and yer a good 
conſcience findeth eaſe therein: and the broad way of finne 
wherein the world Walketh,ſeemeth very plaine and pleaſant, 
a$alſo yoide of all annoiances,or dangers, but cuery onethar 
trauelleth in jr: meeterh with' many externall croſſes, ſuch as 
they neuer doubted of; or internall terrors and yexations, 
ſuch as they neuer dreaded, and atlaſtproceeding on impeni- 
eently, they fumble zr;and aje oucrthrowne by one iudge- 
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ment or other : or death, inthe end,as an vnauoidable quick- 
fand,doth ſwallow them vp,and deſtroy them for cuer. 


Verſe 6. The righteonſneſſe of the vpright delinereth'thems : 
bat the tranſgreſſors ſhall be taken in their ewnewickednes, 


His verſe, as it mayappeare, is annexedto the former for 

confirmation of the point therein contained, that righte- 
ouſnes doth dire the way of ypright men, both to holy con= 
uerſation, and bappie ſtate, Againſt the which a doubt may 
_ riſefromthe ſhew ofthe contrary,becauſerthat good menare 
ſometimes plunged in great calamities,and ſomtimes in great 
or”. o— : and therefore their way ſeemeth as indireQ, 
asif they were wicked, and their righteauſnes to doe them as 
little good as if they had none at all. Now this ſcruple hee re- 
moueth by ſhewing whart benefitit bringeth, that then eſpe= 
cially they hauethe vſe of it, when they fall into ſuch diftref- 
ſes, For then the fruite thereofis moſt for their comfort when 
it ſhall deliuer them out of dangers, out of troubles, out of 
feares,out of temptations,out of ſinnes, and from deftruQion, 
Yet not by ſtrength of it owne, but by the power of God :nor 
according to their worthinefſein way of deſert, but according 
to his goodnefle in way of reward : not extended to all men 
that doe good workes, but reſtraincd to ypright men whoſe 
works are good, Andforthe cleerer illuſtration of theggbleſ- 
ſedeſtate hebringethin for contrary,the miſerable condition 
ofthe wicked, oppoſing tranſgreſſors to vpright perſons;their 
miſchiefe tothe others iuſtice: their perill to the others pro- 
teion : the one part incloſed in the net of troubles is wa aſ- 
fured of ſafe eſcape by means of their graces,the other abroad 
at the baite of proſperitic ſhall certainly fall into ſnarcs by 
meanes of their wickednefle, 


. Verſ.7, When 4 wicked mas dieth, his expetation periſpeth, 

andthe hope of bis power ſhall periſh, = j | Py | 
FD He meaning, is, that euery. ſinfull mans affeQion of ho- 
4 ping,and happinefle hoped for, and icongeſt meanes to 
attaine 
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attaine to his hope, ſhall end with his life, and die at his death, 
and yaniſh away ar the time of his'defiruQtion;” Riches and 
reatneſſe cauſe him to truſt much to himſelfe, and his »wne 
? Aiciencie for the accompliſhment of greatexploites,and the 
perperuitie, with increaſe of proſpetitie and happineſle; but 
theend ofhis life will be the period of all his abundance. and 
excellencie, For the rich man (as it is in the Pſalme ) ſpall not pal.qe.18. 
take away any thing with bins whes he dieth his glorie ſhall not 
goe downe her him. No might (were he the molt poiſſant po- 
tentate yhder heaven) can reſcue him out of the band of the 
graue,orereft him a goodeflate init, orrefilt damnation lay- 
ing hold on him. Gf 45 | 


Verſe 8.'The iuſt eſcapeth out ef trouble;avd the withed ſhalt 
come in his lead, an 6 05h; GER 
ds fanour and goodhes dorh nor free his ſeruants from 
afflictions,bur deliuereth them out of aflitions.Where= 

into he cafteth the wicked,though they bee not alwaies ofthe 
fame kinde with thofewhichrhe godly ſuffer, but worſe and 
more durable, and ſuch'as ate*mixed with Gods wrath, and 
poyſoned, with the ſting of their owne cuill confrience. So 
that the ſaying of the Apoſtle 'is verified, that indgements be- 
gin at the houſe of Goa but end with, orrather perpetually con- 
tinuewith the v»gedly and ſnners. The wicked laugh, when 
the godly weepe,and greatlyinfult when they which fearethe 
Lordigrome vnder heaviepreffinefle; butthe time will come 
whenthe one ſhall obtaine freedomefrom calamities,and the 
other be compelleqto.rake rheir turnes to fall into themuhen 
hethart mourned with griefe,fhall exult with ioy, and hee that 
triurnphed with gladneſſe, ſhall howle with deſperate woe 


I, Pet.4.1 To 


and forrow, . _ | zen | 
| Verſeg.oAh hypocrite withibia mouth corruptet wpteth bis neigh= 
bour : but the righteous ſhallbe delinered by knowledge. © 

Ifſemblers, and ſuch as make.3 the x of godlineſſe, bur 
LP deny thepower thertof artcditiohly moſt yg aw 
Trait jure 
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ducers,corrupting mens hearts with hurtfull ſpeeches, cither 
deprauing that which is good,or juſtifying that which is cuill, 
and ſothey infe@ their mindes with erronious.opinions, and 


Rirre yp their hearts to finfull luſts, and peruert their waies 


with yngodly behaviour. But now to preuent the feares ofthe 
good,that they alſo are like to be drawne. into milchiefe, bee 
cauſe rhere are ſo many hypocrites, and ro rake away the 
cloakes and-ſhifts from the wicked, which lay all the blame of 
their finnes on others which miſlead them, hee ſheweth the 
meanes whereby this hurt may be auoided,and that is, by get» 
ting knowledge,and being righteous : namely, to retaine vp- 
rightnes of heart, and a good conſcience, 2nd to be acquain- 
ted both with Gods will, and the guilefull delufions of theſe 
difſembling peruerters, whereby good men are made. warie, 
and ſoſhielded from' the peſtiferous tongues of ſuch perilous 
fatterers. For they preuaile to infe none bur ſuch as are ig- 
ora careleſl of the gouernment of their cares, or- be. 
auiour. 


Verſe 10. In the profperitie of the righteous the citie reuy= 
ceth,and when the dard ther — TN oo 
Jar proſperitie of the righteous] That is, when things goe 

well with them, che citie reiozceth, that is, the honeſt and 
well diſpoſed citizens,and countrimenbe inwardly glad,and 
outwardly declare their ioy, by cheerefull countenance, and 
ſpecches,and other means, as opportunitic ſerueth tg cxpreſſe 
the ſame, And ſo doe they alſo at the death, and overthrow 
of oppreſlors, and tyrants,and other wicked perſons, by whole 
fall the people riſe, and whoſe ruine is therepaire of the citie. 
He giueth no allowance to priuate reuenge, that any man in 
hatred of him from whom he hath receiucd iniurics, ſhould 
take reioycing at his downfall: for /ob cleereth himſclfe by 
an oath of that impurtarion, ſaying, If [ reiozced at his deffru- 
tion that hated me, or was moned to ioy when enill came vpon 
bim, Neither haue I ſuffered my month to fine, by wiſhing 6 
eee vate bis ſole, Nether s iclmfllo delight in 

'_ _ - miſerie 
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wifery of 2 creature,eſpecially ſuch an one as man is, bearing 
the ſtampe of Gods image, although lamentably defaced in 
the wicked, but the conſequent of cuill mens ruine is the ſub- 
ie of good mens joy , and that is the tranquilitie of the 
Church,the freedome ofthe righteous fromthe wrongs they 
{uſtaine,the publike welfare enſuing thereupon. 


Verl. 11. Fy the bleſſing of the righteons the city s exalted: 
bat it is ſubuerted by the month of the wicked, 
"F= meaning is, that iuſt men are very beneficiall to the 
' & ſocieties of men by their religious, prudent, and profirta« 
ble.ſpeeches,for ſo the word bleſſing fignificth inmany places: 
and ſoit is here meant,asthe Antithefis ſhewerh: & ſo apoore 
man in aduerfity,may as well bean inſtrumentof goodto his 
countrey,asa richman in proſperity,as Sa/omen tcltifierh,Ec- 
cle{.9. 15. Onthe other fide, x wicked with his mouth and 
hurtfull words,doth worke miſchiefe among whom hee con- 
uerſeth. And this ſeemethto beeplacednext after the former 
ſentence,as areaſon annexed vnto it, for the confirmation of 
it; for there is due cauſe why the aduancement and proſperi- 

ofiuſt men ſhould bee as it were celebrated with the mirch 
of the people, for as much as they haue benefactors raiſed vp 
vnto them,who will deftinate their owne wealth and prefer - 
ment to the generall good of many; and why they ſhould 
conceiue ſo much comfort by the death or fall of vngodly: 
perſons, fithencethe whole towne,city,or countrey is deliue- 
red from the miſchicfe or danger ofa common ſpoiler. 


Verſe 2. He that is deſtitute of wiſdome,deſpiſeth bis neigh- 
bonr : but a man of vnderitanding wil keepe ſilence, 


Fooliſh man which hath a beggerly heart, as the words 
ſignifie, being void of ſound Ho San, andſanQtified Char ies 
TS of Gods holy will, defireth to vilifie others, c{pe- 

Cially ſuch as feare God, and to make them appeare baſe and | 
coutemptible. And this is done ſometimes in bitter avger,by 

N railing, 
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railing,reviling,and contumclious reproches z and ſometimes 
in ſcurrill mirth, by girdiog icſts and laughter ; and ſometimes 
in hidden craft,by falſe reports and ſlanders. But they which 
haue more wiſedome, will frame themſclues to better beha« 
uiour :they will not onely keepe filence from offeriog thatin- 
dignitic to them that prouokethem not thereunto, but will 
allo forbcare to requite them with reproches, which haue nor 
ſpared to ſecke their diſgrace. For ſo doth Dazidteſtifie of 
himſelfe in this caſe : 1 am as a man that heareth not, and as a 
daumbe man that openeth not his mouth.Pſal.38, 13. 


Verſ.13.. He that goeth about as atale- bearer diſconereth 4 
ſecretybut he that is of a faithfull heart concealeth a matter. 


N this place,and in the ninteenth of Leuiticus, verſ.16.and 
4 c1ſewhere the holy Ghoſt compareth.buſi-bodies,and ſuch 
as delight to dealein other mens matters,/to pettie chapmen, 
and pedlers,which carrie wares abour,ſclling in one place,and 
buying in another,and two markes of leaudnefe he branderh: 
them with ; as firſt,that they haue falſe and ynfaithfull hearts: 
and then thatthey haue looſe and blabbing tongues that can 
keepeno counſell, but tell all chatthey heare, They will draw 
on.men by their newes andreportsto-gpen their'minds and 
ſecrets ynto them, which after they will publiſh to others. 
From both whuch vices he clearethall goad-men, their hearts 
are faithfull,and their ronguesare filentto couer ſuch matters 
as loue requireth themto hide, and duty and conſcience doe. 
not bind themtolay open. 


Verl.14. Where no connſell is,the people fall: but where ma- 
») counſellors arethere # health. 


Vir there i5 connſell.) Where godly and holyinftru- 
' Y Ction for guiding the heart and behauiour, & graue. 
and prudent aduice for goucrnment of Rate, either domeſti- 
call,or publike,doe faile,there the people dvefall; that is, the 
gouernours themſclues, and they. that are in — to - 
Ph / them, 


a 
« » 


Perſe 15. Proves. 179 
them,doe runne into many miſchiefes-of grieuous diſorders, 
and miſerable deftruction. For what in that caſe isto be expe- 
Red from ſuperiours,but violence and oppreſſion? And _—_ 
from inferiours, but falſhood and diſobedience ? And what 
from all ſorts,but impictie and wickedneſſe? And what then 
from God, but heauic firokes and puniſhments? But where 
many connſellers are, which bee faithfull, and giue wiſe and 
wholeſome counſell, and that is alſo imbraced and followed, 
there is health, that is, religion and iuftice, peace, plentic, and 
fafety;with Gods gratious fauour and bleſſing. 


| Verſ.15, He that's ſurety for 4 ſtranger ſhall wholly be bro- 
ken : bnt he that hateth thoſe that clap hands, is ſure. 


Hz purpoſe hereis to giue men admonition'to beware of 
ſuretiſhip: which he doth infer by two reaſons, firſt,from 
the hurt and danger which they run incothat bee not well ad- 
uiſed therein : and ſecondly, from the peace and ſafety which 
they enioy that heedfully auoide the perill thereof, Now hee 
doth not abſolutely condemne all ſuretiſhip ( for then would 
Paul haue neuer yndertaken for O»eſimms) but raſhnefle only 
therein is that whichis here,and in other places reproued.For 
it may ſometimes be a worke of mercy tobecome ſurety, as 
wel as tolend,or giue,By ffranger,is not meant al,or only vn- 
knowne perſons, For it may fall out to be a dutie of Chriſtian 
lJoue,that way to helpe and relicue ſome ſuch as wee were ne= 
uer before acquainted with,and a neere neighbour,a familiar 
friend,a kinſman,abrother may in this caſe be a firanger to vs, 
when it is not ſafe to yndertake for him. As firſt, if there bee. 
like'to grow detriment to the becrower, as taking money, or 
any other commodities vpon hard conditions, and at ynrea- 
ſonable rates;or for needlefſe expences, and ynthriftineſſe, or 
any-way to the hurt ofhis ſtate or conſcience. Secondly, if it 
tend to the hurt and damage of the lender, that hee is in dan- 
gerto bee defeated of his owne, and to ſuſtaine lofſe by our | 
meanes,if we our ſelues are to be intangled by it, the ſum and 
yaluc ofthe debt being morethen wee are able cither to pay, 

| N 2 or 
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or well to ſpare-: when ones owne creditors. by that oc- 


caſion,muſt be defrauded of their due, when our wives, chil- 


dren,& families, which haue alſo an intereſt in our ſubliance, 
ſhall be robbed of their portion and maintenance, and berea» 
uedof the fruit of their owne labours, Then he ſheweth a re-= 
medie againſt it,to hate ſuch as mw hands,that is, to hate and 
feare to beeclapper of hands our ſclues, forthe ratifying and 
confirmation of promiſes in this ynaduiſed ſuretiſhip, and ſo 
we ſhall be ſafe and ſure in this bchalfe, Prouided yer,that we 
rake not other courſes that be couſen-germanes to it, and as 
dangerous and hurtfull as that is : as negligently withour all 
care and regard to run into debts and arrerages,or yenturot(- 
ly without due confideration of mens faithtulneſle, and abili- 
ty,to lend forth our money, wares,or cattell,and ſo to putour 
Nate into the hands of ſtrangers. 


Verſ.16. o grations. woman maintaineth her honoxr, as 


ffrong men keepe riches, 


Gratious woman]Which is endued with the fear of God, 
and the heavenly gifts of the holy Ghoſt,doth maintain, 
that is, doth both ger and hold a.reuerent eſtimation and 
credit, as /{r0»g men be of ability to obtaine wealth, and ri- 


ches,and to defend that-whichthey haue.. A man with _ 
ur 


ſtrength, being alſo induſtrious and prudent, throughla 
and trauell, will in time compaſſe no ſmall commodity: and ſo 
will this godly woman by her piety, modeſty, mcckeneſſe, 
with all other good endowments of minde, and yertues of 
conuerſation , purchaſe vnto her ſelfe great praiſe and com- 


mendation from thoſe whoſe king, approbation, andrefti» 


monie is of any value. Likewiſe mighty men (eſpecially when 
they are well armed ) hold faſttheir money and ſubſtance, ir 
isnot cafie to rob them of their goods, but a more difficult 
matter itis to bereaue and ſpoile an honeſt religious matrone 
ofher truth, chaſtity, and goodneſle, whereby ſhe ſhould be 
expoſed to ſhame and reproch, : . 


Ver, I7. 


yerſe 17.18. Proven 13 


Verſ.17. Hee that ts a mercifull man reWvardeth bis owne 


| foxle: but hethat ts cruelltruubleth bis owne fleſh, 


B: 4 mercifullman,is meant ſuch a one, as witha tender & 
pitifull heart doth good both tothe bodies and ſoules of 
men according to theirneed,and his owne ability. And free- 
ly alſo remitteth wrongs,and paſlſeth by offences withourre- 
uen rome. Whereitis ſaid that he rewardeth his owne ſaule, 
the ſenſcis,that he procurethto himſelfe both for ſoule & bo 
dy areward from God, & that as certainc,as large,and conti. 
nuall,;as if the fulnefle of power werein his owne hand,to be- 
Row vypon himſelfe as much. happines for as long time as his 
heart could pofibly deſire. 

 Bathe that & cruel] Whicheither in violence or _ victh 
co offer men hard meaſure,or ſhutteth vp his compaſſion from 
them that are in affli tion, that he will no way relicue or ſeeke 
rocomfort,troubleth his owne fleſh, that is, hurteth his owne 
body,andiag like manner his ſoule alſo. 


Verf.1$. Thewicked worketh « deceitfull worke : but be that 
feweth righteouſneſſe, ſhallreceine a ſure reward. 


He wicked worketh a deceitfullworke | Hee is continually 

 praQtifing of ſome euill, which will never faile,to make 
his expectation to faile.But be that ſoweth righteonſnes, which 
conſtantly,and conſcionably is exerciſed in doing good, ſhalt 
baxe a ſure reward,partly in this life, with a competent mea- 
ſure of comfortable proſperity, and perfeRly in the life to 
come, with glorious immortality. The ſenſe will be the better 
diſcerned ifthe oppoſition be ſet downe in this manner : The 
wicked worketh a deceitfull worke by ſowing of iniquitie, 
and therefore ſhall be deceiued in his reward: butthe godly 
worketh a faithfull worke by ſowing of righteouſneſle, and 
therefore ſhall receiuc a ſure reward, 


N 3 Verſ. 19, 
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Verſ.19.So righteouſneſſe leadeth tolife and he that folleweth 
enill,ſceketh his owne death, 


THis verſe is inferred ypon the former, by way of explica- 
T tion,to ſhew what he meant by the deceiucable worke of 
the wicked, and the ſure wages of the righteous. And firſt hee 
beginneth with the latter, according to the manner ofthe He- 
brewes,declaring thar life, vynderftanding thereby immortali- 
ty,and all the bleſſedneſle anfſexed vnto it, is that ſure reward 
which all godly men may vndoubredly expect : and deſtruQi- 
on both of ſoule and body crernally, is the end whereunto the 
deceitfull worke will bring wicked men, which doe ſo much 


decciue themſclues by a greedy defire of fatisfying their ſin- 
full luſts. 


Verſ. 20. They that are of a froward heart are abomination 


to the Lord : but they that are vpright in their way, are his de- 
light. 


TY Y froWardinheart,he meaneth not only ſuch as are incli- 
j > ro anger and bitternes, which are of a crabbed, ſowre, 
and churliſh diſpoſiticn ; but all char are wilfull in any finfull 
c6urſc,though with never ſo great mirth and laughter, Yea 
many times excefſive pleaſure, and ſporting and merriment, 
with good fcllowſhip,as men account it,is &e very ſubieR of 
their frowardneſle, and that which they ſo obltinately ſtand 
in. And chough they pretend reaſon for their doing, & ſeeme 
Ffmoothly to defend ir, without peruerſenefſe, yer the hart be= 
ing ſerled in reſolution of it owne purpoſe, the: Lord taketh 
Notice of it,and therefore abhorreth them for the preſent, and 
will make his iudgements to manifeſt his deteſtation of them 
hereafter, But they that are vpright inabeir Way and heart, ( as 
\the other are froward jt heart and behaviour) are greatly be= 
loued of God now,and ſhall more fully ſee, and feele, and en- 


joy the comfort and happineſle of his fauour intimeto come. 


Vetſ, p I. 
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 Verſ.21. Though handioyne in band,thewickedſhall not be 
vnpuniſhed,but the ſeed of the righteous ſhall eſoape. | 


Hough vngodly men haue many friends, and ſuch as bee 

mighty: chough they ioyne all their forces togetherto 
aide and defend one another, or all of them one, yet they ſhall 
not be able to miniſter any helpe or ſuccour whey the Lord 
taketh them in hand to plague them. On the other ſide, 
though righteous men ſeeme to been great perill, and haue- 
fewer friends, and thoſealſo poore and feeble, yet they ſhall 
goe out and bedeliuered,and not onely fo, but their children 
and poſterity alſo ſhall bee preſerued : ſo that whereas many 
ſtrong wicked men cannot deliuer one, one weake godly man 
ſhall deliver many, 


Verſ.22. As aiewell of gold in a ſwines ſnont : ſo is a faire 


womar that lacketh diſcretion. 
A; aring of gold,or any other ornament doth not adorne 
but misbecome a ſwine, no more doth beautie, [tature, 
tength, wit, apparell, wealth, or any other externall thing, 
bring truepraiſe or commendation either to man or woman, 
which wanteth true wiſedome or ynderftanding, For no gifts 
of nature,or of the body are true ornaments , but rather ble. 
mifhes,& eye- ſores, without grace : faire iewels cannot yeeld 
excellencie to foule creatures, but are defaced and diſgraced 
by them, as the filthie ſow would defile the moſt pretious 
ring,by digging inthe dirt,and wallowing in the mire,& do- 
ing other like fats wherunto the ſwiniſh beaſt is accuſtomed. 
Now wicked women,and gracelefſe men,are more foule and 
brutiſh then the dirtieſt hogge,tumbling in the filch and ſtink 
of pride, wantonnefle, ynchaltiry,riot,contention,and ſuch.o< 
ther vices: if what colour then ſocuer their faces bee, orof 
whatſocuer feature their perſons be, or how gorgeous ſocuer 
their garments be,or how great ſocuer their di a” be, the 
Lord,and wiſe men diſcerne nothing in chem but deforwity. 
_ N 4 Verſ.23. 
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Verſe 23. Thedeſire of the righteous it enely good: but the 
hope of the wicked is indignation. 


E muſt beware here that we iuſtific not al the wiſhes 
V and defires to bee good, which righteous men con- 
ceive,nor condemneallto be vnrighteous which conceive a= 
ny wiſhes and defires that bee not good {for then ſhould Ds- 
#id be excluded om ofthe numberofthe righteous, or elſe his 
deſire of hauing Bathſheba, or withing to know the number 
of the people honld bee allowed. But hee vnderftandeth the 
maine ſtreame oftheir defires,the courſe and current of their 
hearts is to godlinefſe and goodnefle,though ſometimes they 
corrupt nature in themſelues, and the tempeſiuous rempra- 
tions of Satan co violently driue their thoughts another way; 
which is wholly contrary inthe wicked, For they defire no- 
thing but miſchiefe and cuill, &therfore in the end they ſhall 
receiue nothing but miſerie and-puniſhment, which will be ſo 
great and fo grieuous,as will make them raue and rage with 
madneſle and furie,cfpecially becauſe they looked for a berter 
Rate, Thus then Randeth the oppoſition : the defire of the 
righteous is onely good,and therefore their hope ſhall end'in 
conſolation : bur the defire of the wicked is onely euill, and 


therefore their hope ſhall end in indignation. 


Verſe 24. There is that ſcattereth,and is more increaſed:but 
be that ſpareth more then right,commeth ſurely toponertie. 


yr. that diſperſe their goods,this way and that, beſtow- 
ing them ypon ſuch as are in want and neceffity,or other- 
wiſe imploying them for the publike benefit of many, they 
that are readie and willing to part with their goods or mony, 
for the reliefe of ſachas are in want or neceſſiie,or to any o- 
ther good vſes,are faid to ſcatter them : and ſuch take the beſt 
courle to increaſe them, as ſowing of corne is a meancs to 
helpe a man more and more. 


And this he deliuereth with great wiſedome and warines, 
laying, 


Yerſe 25.26. ProveRs. 135. 


ſaying, that ſome are more increaſed and not all: for man 
ſcatrer ypon dice,and cards,and dogges,and whores,and ſuc 
like,and they may looke ro be ftript of all the reſt, rather then 
to adde to bo which they haue. On the other ſide, hee that 
keepeth in that which hee oughtto lay out,and ſpareth chat 
which dutic requireth him to ſpend, doth play the cuill huf- 
band for the impoueriſhing of his owne cftate. 


Verſe 25. The liberall ſonle ſhallwax fat,and he that gineth 
plentifully ſhallpowre foorth. 


Heſe words haue affinitie with the former part of the. 

verſe next before, and are ioyned:to itpaitly in way of ex- 
20y cy partly in way of ilufration. Andtherefore firſt 

c ſheweth. whe obraine thar blefſing to increaſe by ſcatte- 

ring, and that is theywhoſle liberalitie beginnerh at their 
hearts :and then hedeclareth the proſperous ſuccefle thereof 
by aſfumilitade from wal-Gelngp cali receiue as much wa- 
ter inwardly, as they ſend foorth- outwardly, which, if they 
ſhould faile of iſſue, would alſo faile of fulnes, the waters di- 
uerciag their courſe ſome other way, where they might haue 
becter paſſage, or elſe-infuling themſclues in the earth, and 
mould of the adiacent places round about, & ſo make a quag- 
mire, The fame compariſon doth 1ſaiah vſc for the ſame pur- 
poſe: The Lord ſhall ſatisfie thy ſoule continually in drong bt,and 1c, 8... 
make fat thy bones: and thou ſhaltbe like a watred garden, and 
like a ſpring of water whoſe waters faile not. 


Verſ.26.He that withdraweth corne,the people wil curſe hins: 
but bleſſing ſhall be upon the head of himthat ſelleth corne, 


T is not vnlawfull to keepe in corne, as 7oſeph did in the 
time of plentieto be prouided againſt ſcarcicic and dearth: 
but when-we may fpareir,and others needeit, then to with= 
hold the felling thereof in hope to raiſe theprice,thisrenderth 
to a common trurt, and hakied will cauſe a common com- 
plaint of the people again vs, But on the other fide, bleſ- 
fing ſhall bee on his hcad that clleth corne, hee ſhall mw 
| y- 
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only haue the good teftimonie and prayers of men beneath, 
but the bleſſing of God himſelfe from aboue deſcend ypon 
him. Prouided that his heart be ypright therein, not ſomuch 
reſpeQing the price in ſelfe-loue, as the profiting ofhis bro- 
ther in Chriſtian charitic.: and that hee yſe all other due cir- 
cumſtances accordingly, As to fell that which is good at a 


reaſonable rate,and performe it in due ſeaſon,and full meaſure 
and ſuch like, | 


Verſe 27. Hee that diligently ſeeketh good, ſhall get fanour: 
bat he that ſeeketh enill,it ſhall come to him. 


HE: chat ſceketh carefully with an vpright heart to bentfic 
thoſe among whom hee liuethin any good manner, ta- 
keth the beſt way to win the hearrsof the people, andis like 
to haue the hearts of good men knit ynto him;and certaine to 
obtaine and enioy Gods fauqur and louing kindnefle, And he 
that plotterth, or praQtiſeth wiſchiefe againſt others, of all 0- 
thers ſhall be moſt hurt thereby himſelfe. For the Lordis not 
vnacquainted with the waies of men, with their defires, ende- 
uours,and aRions : and hee loueth thoſe who with a faithfull 
heart addict themſclues to weldoing,and will incline the affe- 
Rions of men,whoſe kindnefle is worth any cftimation,ts be 
kinde ynto them : and he will alſo requiteto hurtfull and ma- 
lignant miſcreantstheir owne meaſure,according to our pro= 
uerbs, Seife doe, ſelfe haue :alſo, He that -doth watch harme, 
ſhall nor faile ro catch harme, ' And notwithſtanding that 
their miſchicuous defignes take none effeR,(as Bal/aam could 
not obtaine his purpoſe to curſe Iſrael) yet the very attempt, 

eathe defire ſhall noteſcape without puniſhment, which ſhal 
b inflited ypon themin due ſeaſon. 


: Verſe 28. Hee that trufteth in bis riches, fhall fall: but the 
righteons ſhall floriſh as a branch, | 


Ethac ſo repoſerh vpon his wealth, as that for loue, and 
Adcfire thereof,he is willing,and in confidence thereofhe 


Ferſe 29. PrxoOvaeRBS 187 
| isboldto fin againſt God; he which hopeth it will keepe him 
from troubles,or rid him out of troubles,or any way conferre 
happineſſeto bim,this man ſhall ſurely be brought down,and 
fall into miſchiefe.. And ſo by the ſameproportion, ſhall all 
thoſe which truſt to men, orto wit, orto any other creature. 
On the other (ide, iuſt menare all on the mending hand; they 
are well planted,they grow in a fruitfull ground by the rivers 
of water, they haue the Lord Ieſus Chriſt for.their roote,they 
hauc God the Father to drefſe and keepe thern, and therefore 
they ſhall floriſh as a branch which groweth and hath greene 
leaues. The droughtof aduerfitic ſhall not hurt the, the dewes 
of wholeſome proſperitie ſhall not faile them. They ſhall haue 
ſaferic for their bodies, graces for their ſoules, competency for 
their fiate.and all good furtherances for their cucrlaſting glo- 
rie. Thus Randeth che oppoſition: The wicked truſt in their 
riches,and they ſhall fall like rotten boughes ; but the righte= 
ous truſt in the Lord, and they ſhall grow like fouriſhing 

branches. - FE 


Verſ.29. Hee that troubleth bis owne houſe ſhall inherit the 
winde,and the foole ſhall be ſernant to the wiſe in heart. 


E is ſaid to trouble his houſe, which doth miſpend his - 
goods, and miſguide his affaires, and miſgouerneth his | 
people that dwell with him. Thar either doth corrupt them 
with ſinfulnes,or mole(t them with frowardnes,or afflit them: 
with miſerie. When he either maketh them patients to beare 
the burthen of his follie, or agents to commit follie with him. 
He ſhall inherit the winde, that is, ſhall bring all co nothing. - 
His ſubſtance ſhall flie vp like ſmoake into the ayre,and no- 
thing bee left ro maintaine him on earth. And when all bis 
goods are gone, his libertie muſt goe after. This foole ſhall 
ſhall beſeruant to the wiſe in heart, that is,to one who is more 
provident, diſcreete and carefull for his ftate and houſehold. 
They were wont in great wants to ſell rhemſclues for ſer- 
uants,as the Egyptians did in /oſephs time. And for great debts Gen.47.19, - 
to bee taken by the creditors, and either made their bond- 
| men, _ 
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men,or elſe fold to others. Andone oftheſe, faith he, is like to 


be the caſe of this vnthriktie trouble. houſe, 


Verſ.30, The fruit of the righteous is 4s atree of life,aud he 


that winneth ſoules ts wiſe, 


He meaning of theſe words is, that a godly manis very 

plentifullin bringing forth fruit, and his fruit exceeding 
profitable to them that receive it, Eſpecially his ioftruRions, 
conſolations,prayers,and other ſpirituall means that be yſeth, 
eo conuert,or confirme the harts of his brethren. And he him- 
felfe alſo is nor without the fruit of his owne fruit; whichis 
intimated here by pronouncing him wiſe that winneth ſoules, 
that is, which with defire and endeauour faithfully and dif- 
creetly,by Gods owne meanes,accordingto his place and cal- 
ling either doth draw men out of their finnesand ignorance, 
or clſe faileth of ſuccefſe rhercin, not by his negligence, and 
want of loue; bur rather by their Publornneſle and want of 
will, And herewiththe Prophet doth ſatisfic himſclfe, what- 
ſocuer ſhould bee the ifſuc of his miniflery. Now ſaith the 
Lord that formed me from the wombe to bee bus ſeruant : that I 
may bring Iacob againe to him, though Iſrael bee not gathered, 
get ſhall T be glorious in the eyes of the Loyd: and my God ſnaltbe 
7 ſfrength, On the other ſide we dare not take vpon vsto iu- 
ftific the hearts and Rates of all thoſe which hauc been occaſi- 
ens of any mans conuerſion,if it be not their fruit: nor to ex= 
tenuate the efficacie of every vnregenerate mans miniſtery, 
that his dorine ſhould win none to ſaluation, Tr is granted 
without queſlion or gainſaying, that hee may prepare before 
and build ypafter,and we remember not any ſuch flint or re- 
Araint ſpoken of, but that he may alſo conuert, eſpecially be- 
fore his life is ſtained with any finfull behaujour, that mighe 
bring his miniſtery into contempr, The power of preaching 
Randeth inthe ordinande of God, by the worke of his ſpirit, 
and not inthe perſon of the meſſenger that doth publiſhir, 


Verſ.31, 


Verſe 13.1. Proverns, 189 


Verſ. x3. Behold, the righteens ſhall bee recompenced ou 
earth : how mmch more the wicked andthe ſinner? 


"= matter whichhe is about to ſpeak of is both certaine 
and waighty,and ſuch as concerneth cuery man to looke 
eo in regard of his owne caſe : and therefore he prefixeth this 
word, Beho!d, to: moue all to ferious conſideration of that 
which is to be ſaid. Avdthar is firſt touching the godly, that 
they mult be correQed for their faults when they offend,cuen 
in ſich manner and meaſure as holdeth ſome proportion with 
their offences, though notin equality, for 646 who ſhould 
be able to:abide it ? The word recompence, therefore in this 
place isnot taken for reuengement, or puniſhment procce- 
ding frem Gods indignation , bur a loung chaſtiſement, 
though it be ſharpe,according to thethreatning of parentsts 
their children, whom they be farre from hating,or hurting : I 
will ſurely pay you for. this. And that it ſhould appeare thar 
nothing is intended againſt them, for the perill of their cuer- 
laſting Rate, there is a limitation annexed,that itis tobe one- 
ly in the earth. Next he ſheweth the condition of the wicked, 
that if the righteous ſcape not ſcotfree, they muſtin no ſort 
bee ſpared, but feelt more heauie and fearcfull puniſhmenes, 
though not in the earth, yetin the world to come. . 
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Verſ. 1. He that loneth correltion,loneth knowledge : but he 
that hateth correBion,is brutiſh, EE. 519 


SIRE that loxeth inftruftion | Which doth 2pply 


I 


2 618]: himfelfeto ſeekeir, by thoſe meanes whichare 
R =1 [& ordained of God for his people to bee infiru- 
) | , Qed by, and accepteth and maketh vie of ic, 
EFEXDA Whenit is offered co him, be lonerb knowledge, 
2 ach tin Queeſtimation,andeeuly defreth je; &there- 
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fore ſhall alſoaccordingly obtaine it. But he that hateth cor- 
refion, which refuſcth all inftruRion, bur eſpecially will not 
endureto be reproued, or correRed, be i brutiſh, a beaitin a 
mans ſhape,a foole in a high degree of follie, both for an ig- 
norant mind and rude behauiour, and wretched condition, 


Verſ. 2. 4 good man getteth fanour of the Lord : but a ww 
of wicked imagination will be condemne. 


| Good man, which ſetterh his heart to deuiſe ofgoodnes, 
A and performeth the ſame in practiſe, getteth fanonr of 
the Lord,that is,enioyeth.the aſſurance and comfort of his10- 
| uing kindnefſle in his ſoule,and the good effeRs thereof both 

in ſoule and body,andeuery other way. Bat a man of wicked 
imaginations,&c, Itisthe deſcription of a wicked man by a 
periphraſis,that heis as it were made of finfull thoughts and 
purpoſes,and isin the middeſt of them. 

A good man may ſomtimes haue cuill imaginations,as D4- 
#id had todeſtroy the whole houſe of Nabal, but it was the 
imagination of the man, and he was not a man. of ſuch imagi- 
nations. He will condemne,&c, The diſpleaſure of God againſt 
him is declared by the effeR,he will conuince him, and finde 
him guilcie,thatis, paſſe ſentence ypon him, and cauſe execu- 
tionto be done accordingly. Thus then ftandeth the oppoſi- 
tion: Agood manof ood] meditations getteth fauour ofthe 
Lord,who therefore will * fp him; but an euill man of wic- 


ked imaginations, incurreth the diſpleaſure of the Lord,who 
therefore will condemne him, 


Verſ. 3. A man cannot be eftabliſhed by wickedveſſe : but the 
root of the righteous cannot be moned, ; 
Glnfajacks may ſeem to ſerue a mans turne, but inthe end 
it ſhall appeare it.neuer did him good. For howſocuer it is 
an occaſion of lifting many men vp on hjein proſperity,yetit 


_ 


giueththem no ſurefoeting intheir tate; bur downe they fal, 
andithcnir had been berer for them to haue Rood fill of! a4 
ground, 


Verſe 4. 5+ .PrRovaeREs. ; 19 
ground, Wicked men-often grow greater, and faſter then 6« 
thers, buttheir ſetling is not to faſt and firme,as the other part 
ſheweth. The righteous though they benor ſo tall and ſprea- 
ding vpwards,yetthey take roote the ſtronger downwards: 
and though their boughes be ſhaken aboue, yerthat will nor 
looſen his hold beneath. This is the oppoſition: The 'vigodly 
ſhall nor be eſtabliſhed bywickednefle, but his root ſhall be 
plucked vp ; but the righteous ſhall bee eſtabliſhed by godli- 
neſſe,and his root ſhall not be moued, 


Verſi4. Avertuous woman is the crowne of her husband : 
but ſhe that maketh him aſhamed ss arottenneſſe in his bones, 


Vertuons woman,whichfearernGod,and louethherhuſ. 
band,andis faithfull in her calling,zs a crowne to her huſe- 
band,ſheis far his honour and credit,and conſequently for his 
profit and comfort, But ſhetbat maketh him aſhamed, which 
cither,by ber leaudnefſe and, rudeneſle, doth bring himinto 
contempr,or at leaſt maketh-himro:hold downe his head, or' 
by negligence, pride and waftfulnefle doth weaken his eſtate, 
and bringeth him to want,ſhe a rottenneſſe in bis bones,chat 
is,a torment and corrafiueto his hearr, as grieuous as the ach 
of the bones, or corruption of the marrow, which is more 
painfull and incurablethen an ylcer in thefleſh. The Antithe- 
ſisis thus : A vertuous-woman is the crowne of her husband, 
and ſo a great ioy andgladnefle to his: heart: but a vicious - 
w_ is aſhameto her husband, and as arottenneſſe in his 
ones. 


Ver. 5., Thethoughts of the init ave right: but the counſels 
FE DISESE if SEOITT oh : 
652% menarenetalrogether void of thoughts that are 
notrightandallowable: fomtimes Satan cafteth in mat- 
ter to: turne them|Qut of the right' courſe : ſometimes their” 
owne fleſh will play itpart, and ftirreyp defire of commodity 
and praiſe;and pleaſures, andſuch likein them: burtheſe are” 
As uy 
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as the muddinefſe that may be for atimein a good fountaine 
chariscroubled: theſe they allow not: theſe they refit, and 
iudgerhewſclues for ; and therefore God taketh notice onely 
ofthem that are good _ to his ſeruice and glory, their 
owne faluation,and the benefit of their brethren. Oa the 0- 
ther ſide,the connſels of the wicked, that is, their deuices,plots, 
and purpoſes in themſclues (for they arc here rather the work 
of the minde then ofthe tongue,and oppoſed to the thoughrs 
of the godly) are deceit, rending eitherto the circumuention 


and wronging of others,or to the cloaking and hiding of their 
owne ſinfulneſſe, 


Verſ. 6. The talking of the Wicked « to lie in Waite for blood: 
but the month of therighteons will deliner them, 


Heſe words are not to bee vnderſtood to meane all ſorts 
of wicked men, but ſuch as are malitious : and their ſpee- 
ches too,of ſuch as they maligne, doe principally rendto the 
inſnaring and catching of them,and rhar to their defiruQtion, 
ſo farre as they canefteRir : ifnot by violence ypon theirbo= 
dics to thetaking away of their liues, yet by oppreſſion orher- 
wiſe tothe ruine of their eſtate, Now the contrarie is to bee 
foundin the godly,who yſe their lips as much as inthem is, to 
ſuccour ſuch as the wicked lic in waite for : cither -as Pauls 
nephew.did,by diſcouering the praQiiſes againſt them, or be-= 
ing ſuters for them, or cleering theirinnocency, And this is 
ſpoken of their endeauour, and not of thecuent, for thats 
many times otherwiſe, 


Verſ.7. Godonerthroweth the wicked, andthey are not : but 

the bouſe "Hh righteons ſhallſiand, x: | 
> en the ſtate of the yngodly which are not Geds 
choſen,changerh from proſperity to aduerfitie,it ſel- 
dome ſtayerhtill chey be ytterly defiroyed, both themſclues, 
and their houſes : This word,orexer,fignificthaſlaughter and 
killing, as itis ſpoken ofthe murthering of the infants m_ 


4 - re. Lie. a 
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pence 2.18. Ier. 31.15. /: Rama was 4 Voice heard, monr- 

ing,and weeping, and great lamentation : Rachel weeping for 
Fg 177 WG art So be comforted, becauſe they —_ 
But here is more vnderſtood,chen the loſle of naturall life, and 
that is, theperdition of ſoule and body. And yet not the ex- 
tin&ion of either ; for the ſoule ſhall never vaniſh away, nor 
the body for cuer: they ſhall not find ſo much mercie at Gods 
hands. Their being ſhall not ceaſe, but their comfortable and 
well being. They ſhall bee cuerlaſting, eucrlaſtiogly to beare 
the burthen of Gods wrath,and to ſuffer the ynſufferable tor- 
ment of death and damnation. But the houſe of the righteous, 
that is, he, and thoſe things'which appertaine vnto him, ſhall 
bepreſerued from being onerthrowneto ruine. His ſoule may 
be aſſaulted with tentations,and his body afflifted with many 
maladies, and many blaſts of crofles and afflitions may trou- 
ble him ſore: yea-both himſelfe and his eftate may ſeeme to 
come to an end,but itis only as a tree tranſplanted, and nor 
extirpated, or rooted'out; for as much as it is ſet in better 
ground: or as an houſe remoued andtaken downe,to be made 
a firmer,and more beautifull building,bur fall downe and pe- 
riſhirdorh nor. 


Verſ.8. Aman ſhall bee commended according to bis wiſe- 
dome : but the freward in heart ſhall be deſpiſed. 


A® euery one is more wiſe & godly, fo ſhall he haue more 
true praiſe & honor:Somtimes,& yery often the wicked 
fhal commend him, commonly the righteous,and alwaies che 
Lord himſelfe, but moſt of all at the laſt day, before all men, 
and Angels,as our Saujour telleth ys inthe 25.of Matth,Con- 
trariwiſe the froward in heart,ſuch whoſe hargs geiet al good 
inſtruQtions and graces, ſhal/be deſpiſed; and broughtto con= 
tempt among men inthislife,-or their faults breake out after 
they are dead,or be manifeſted beforeall the world at the day 
of the Lord. This is the oppoſitienz Hetharis vpright of hare 
ſhallbe commendedforhis wiſedome :buthe thatis froward- 
of heart, ſhall bedeſpiſed for þisfollicso1t7 tt 1h nfo ten 

—— O Verſ.9: 
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\ Verſe 9.' He that ts deſdiſrd,nd tr hit ewne ferent go batter 
then be that boafteth bimſelfeandlakih bread, 


E that is deſpiſed, that is, of meane efiate, for which the 
Hen: roud worldlings commonly haue men in con- 
tempt,ard is bis owne ſeruant,that is, induſtrious and diligent 
by labourto prouide himſelfe of things that be needfull, (and 
fo cuer they may truly bee called their owne ſervants, that are 
faithfull in another mans ſeruice)ss better then he thar boaſteth 
bimſelfe,chat is, which flandeth vpon his reputation, and yet 
hcketh bread, hath little or nothing to maimtaine himſelſe 
withall :for bread is put here for all manner of neceffarie pro- 
viſion. He isthe better man,and inthe berter ſtatewhomthe 
Lord doth more regard ; which doth'performe the better of 
ficesto his brethren; who doth eate the labours of his hands, 
and comfortably enioyeth the fruite of his trauailes; whoſe 


wiſedome and prouidence all wiſe men take notice of and 
commend, 


Verſc ro. Arighteonsmanregardeth the life of his beafi,bus 


the wercies of the wicked are craell, 


=” purpoſc and drift of theſe words tendeth to-this, thae 
euery godly and righteous man is alſo mercifull: and that 
no wicked perſon can poſhbly haue any true pitic or compaſ- 
fion in him. A righteous wan, one that feareth God and 
is faichfull,reg ardeth the lfe of his beaſt, his loue and kindnes 
and good dealing is ſo plemtifull to men, and eſpecially thoſe 
which depend vponthim,and be of his charge, and at his fin- 
ding, that it eweth over alfo ro the cartell, and creatures 
which he owneth'or vſtrh; or is put in trufito lookro, or hath 
ortunitic offered to preſerue from hurt or perifſhing, Bus 
 mercies of the wicked, thoſe aRions and waies of theirs 
which carrie the faireſt ſhew and colour of mercic, are crwol, 
have cruekie mixedtherowith,eitherin purpoſe ormanner os: 
event inſuing thereupon 3eitherihe hait onely a 
$2.12"f | Fo other 
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other : or doe a good turneto aman in a ſmaller matter, and 
miſchicferoche ſame, in a greater; by poyſoning the ſoule, 
yaderpretence of pleaſuring him by {ome ourward commo- 
ditic: or laying a baite for him, by giving atrifle,to draw him 
into hisnec, forthe oucrthrow, or impairing of his eſtate, 8c. 
 Andifthere be ſuch crueltic incheir kindneſſe, in theirlibera- 
litie,jncheie mercie ; what is to belooked for in theirhatred, 
incheir dilpleaſure,in cheir wrath and fiercenes? 


Verſ.11. Hethat tilleth bis lend ſhallbe ſatisfied with bread: 
$uthe that followeth the idle,is deſtitute of under flanding, 


| © gens) his land Which ivinduſtrious and faithful 
, Ato doe good in any honeſt yocation:although he inſtan- 
.ceth in this pne worke of husbandrie, a ſet ſeruice very lau- 
dable and praiſe wozthie, for the common weilitic, and gene- 
rallnecefſitic of it, ſhall be ſatisfied with bread,(ball haue com- 
perencic of allthings that arencedfull for him, and that with 
comfortand good-contentatien,ifhcebe godly andreligions 
alſo,and notpredigall,or greedic of paine : forpieticbringeth 
contentment : þutit isas pofhible £o till vp a battomlefe guife 
with water, as to ſatisfie a _ perſon which devou- 
gethwealth as faſt as hee getterk ie 3 or « rauenousworldlin; 


whoſe heart and defieits like tro hell and che vraye, fnccfinc] 
bungric, But be that faloweth ibe idle, vaine felowes, which 


Sue themſclues.to-no.good tradeor oceupnion;and isidle as 
they arc,ir deftitwie of onderſtanding, plaicth the foole, and 
ſhall fecle the ſmartand paine of it, with wiferable and grie- 
uous penuric,as wanting meanes ofmeintenance,and the help 
of friendstoclicue him,andrefolution of mindeto vndergoe 


ſo heauic a burthen with patience. | 
The oppoſitiay is :Heithatcitlerh-his land is wife; and ſhall 
| befarizhed with brezd : bur hee rhar follewerh the idle, or is 
idle (for that is he meaning)is defititute of ynderfianding, 
and ſhall bee filled with -pourrtie. So-is the ſupplic made: 
Chap, a3,29ec: -.;- 19 71907 2978 791% Ns; DN on 
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rerſ.s 2.Thewicked defreth the defence of thinsthar be ent: 
but the roote of theryghteous giaerh it. oat: £24397 L96GUV 


VV Henthe vngodly do come into perils,and afflitions, | 


and troubles doe come ypon them, all their hope 'of 
helpe refteth. wholly in men, and thoſe nor the godly which 
"might dire&them,or pray ſor them, bur ſinful perfons as bad 
as themſelues, whoſe fauour and power they truſt vnto, but in 
yaine, for they are deceiued by them: but the righteous are 
not,or neede not to bee driven to ſuch ſhifts, the Lord Teſus 
Chriſt their roote vndertaketh their preſervation, and dorh 
nor 'onely make aſhew thereof, but efecually performechit 
ppt 27 es es Sg” an boon ww) G1. 4 


; Vaſc I 3. The evil mA is [nared by the withedviſſe if s 


lips,bnt the wiſe ſhall come out of aduerſuie. OE 
\ A $ wicked men doc maliciouſly abuſe thei rongues to 
£3 the burtoforhers, ſo alſo many times they vucrſhoore 
.themſclues ſo; fatre as that aduantage is taken of” their words 
to ghcir owne peril and hurt : they either alienatetheir friends, 


or prouokerheir enemies, orexpoſethemſeluestothe will and - 


power of them that lie in waite:for them, or caſt themſelyes 
into the MagiFrates hand, for ſedicious or 'contemptuous 
ſpeeches : finally, by. committing of one-abſurdicie, or other, 
theyare intangled Re_ abirdinanct;ora*beaftin 
a toyle.; as on the-other ſidethegodly doe oftentimes helpe 
themſclues out of troubles bythe wiſedome of their ſpeeches. 
For ſometimes the equitic of their.cauſe is found out and fa- 
uqured by, reaſon of heir forcible:and good arguments ved 
and prefled in their apologiezſometimes their mild behauiotr 
andſoffnes of ſpeechi mich workerh-ypon their aduerfarics, 
being not implacable;ro pacific their diſpleaſure;and to miti- 
gate their fiexcenes »ſomietimes friends are ſolicited, and per. 

Wwaded by their wiſgdiſceuricroſtand in their defence, orto 
intercede for them: and alwaies their prayers toGot art ef- 
&Quall for their helpe and ſuccour. 
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Verſe 14. A man ſhallbe ſatiat with good things by the fruite 
of his month and the recompence of a mans hands ſhall God gine 
wnto him. 


AX ſhall be ſatiate with good things,&c,That is,ſhall be 
recompenſed by the Lord with great bleſſings, for the 
good vyſage of his tongue, when hee ſpeaketh to Gods glorie, 
and theedification of his brethren,or for juſtice and equitic in 
the behalfe of them that are wronged, and iniuriouſly dealc 
with, He will tlirre vp mento loue him, and ſhew kindnefſe 
vnto him, yea thofe ſometimes which be of great place, and 
able to doe him much good, as it is ſaid, he that /owerh prrenes 
of heart, for the grace of bis lippes the King ſhall be his friend, 
Prou.22.11, But eſpecially hee himſelfe will þcftow vpon 
him all good things for this life, and graces for cucrlaſting 
life, and glorie for life euerlafting. e-Fnd the recompence,&c., 
And ſo ſhall euery mans good workes bealforewarded with 
mercie and fauour,though there be nothing in them of deſert 
and merit, 


Verſe 15. The way of a foole is right in his owne eyes,but hee 
that beareth connſell is wiſe. 


T2 way of a foole] The wicked courſe and behauiour of a 
4 finfull perſon, whom God reputeth a foole, (for it is not 
ynderſtood of an idiot,as may appeare by the compariſon be- 
eweene them,chap.26.1 2. Seeſt thou a man wiſe in his own con- 
ceit,there is more hope f a foole then of bim ) is right in his owne 
ezes; he liketh of it, and alloweth himſelfe init, as ſafe & good 
forhim to walke in, and conſequently reiceth all good ad- 
uice,and admonitions : But he that heareth counſell, which ſu(- 
peRteth his owne iudgement, and receiueth direion from 
them that are wiſe and godly,and obeyerth it,he is wiſe, ſhews= 
eth che wiſedome that he had before, and learnerth more, and 


findech che fruite of i by gaodeffeR.. 
X : f 97-0 
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Verſe 16. A fooles wrath is made knowne the ſame day,but 4 


prudent man conereth ſhame. 


He meaning ofthe holy Ghoſt is not to condemne all 
| tate of anger:for it is one of the powers ofthe ſoule 
which God created as an ornament inmen, and godly anger 
is a parr of Gods image in bim, and a grace commended in 
Moſes,Elias,Eliſha,and our Sauiour himſclfe, and hee that is 
alwaies altogether deſti:ute ofthis doth prouoke God to bee 
angrie with him,for want of zeale andharred of (inne, but it is 
a paſſionme anger that is here reproued, which is not a power 
of the ſoule but an imporencie, He that conceiveth the other 
js an agent, and doth a feruice to (God : bur heethat-is moued 
with this,is a meere patienr,and finne hath in that caſe preuai- 

led againſt him, Now it is faid that a foole will be knowne the 
ſame day, that is, ſuddenly and ſpeedily, as ſoone as he is pro= 
uoked, he will ſhew 1t by outcries,temlings.orthreatnings, or 
other ſuch like ſignes of choller : Bur a wiſe man, ſo farre as 
his wiſedome worketh, and his narurall corruption and infir- 
mities breake not our, will hide ſhame, that is, will ſupprefſe 
his anger,and paſle by the iniuries offered ro him,and not diſ- 
grace himſelte by returning reprochfull ſpeeches to him that 
hach done him the wrong, 


Verſe 17. He that ſbeaketh truth, willſhew righteouſnes : but 
a falſe witneſſe vſeth decent, 


HE that ſpeazeth, ordinarily in-his common ſpeech, that 
which is true, will ſhew ric hteonſnes, that is, will carrie- 
himſelfe inftly anJ further righreoaſnes with his reftimonie, 
whew he ſhail be pubbkely called \thereunto. But a falſe wit- 
neſſe.a falſe man-becomming a falſe witnefle,will vſe decett, wil 
m:kea ſhew ofrruth,and peraducnture viter ſome part there- 
of, but with'ſuch craft and cunning; as ſhall-be contrary ro 
righteouſnes,apd hurtfuil teoany-gogd cauſe; For the lonevf 
the truth cauſeph che one to yicer ic couſtantly in private, and 

Via F x > therefore 
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therefore he will with good regard promote the ſame in pub- 
like, whereitis more ro bee honoured, and will doe the more 
good: andthe other being an enemicro cquiry and iuſtice, 
cannot eaſily be inauced to deale faithfully, and ſoundnefle 
for the ſame, 


Verſ. 18, There i that ſpeaketh words like the priching of a 
ſword: but the tongue of wiſe men us health, 


Here #5, a brood and companie of finfull fooles, which 

ſpeateworads like the prickmgs of a ſword, that is, dange- 
rous and perniuous, which pierce deeper to the hurt of mens 
names and (}ates then the edge and point of a ſword doch to 
ones body.Bur the rongue of the wiſe is health, their ſpecches 
ace wbOleſoce and helpfull both to themicl:es and crhers, 
The former ſort are as cruell and hurttull manſlayers who a- 
buſe their weapons to ſheading of blood, and the latter as 
mercifull and helpfull Surgeons which adcreſſe chemſelues to 
bind vp wounds,and apply plaiftcrs for the curing thereof, to 
the prek ruation of mens les, 


Verſ. 19. The lip of truth ſhallbe ſtable for ener,anda ling 
tongue b;.t for amoment. 


TY meaning is, that ſuch as ſpeake the truth in vpright- 
nefle will nor varie in their talke,bur tell the ſame tale a- 
gaine,and bee like ro themſcluesin that which they ſhall ſay, 
whereas liars be in and our, affirming and denying, and ſpea- 
king contradiQionsin the ſame matter, The true man is made 
ſtable and conftant in his reftimonie and affertions, partly by 
excrciſe, inthar it is his cuſtometo vtrer nothing bur verity : 
partly by his afteRion, which cannot brooke variable affiima- 
tions ; partly by che benefie of memorie, which is much con= 
firmed bythe vnchangeable matter of truth which be firſt de- 
liuered:and of all theſe helpes the liar is deſtitute, and there- 
 foreitisnoftrange thing to find him ſo yacertaine, and vart- 


able in his ſayings, | 
O 4 Vet.20. 
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Verf., 20, Deceit commeth to the heart of them that pralliſe 
wiſchiefe,and roy to the counſellers of peace, 


Eceit commeth to the heart, &c, That is, ſorrow & griefe 

commethto the harts of them that plot miſchief againſt 
others by aduice or attempt, when they ſhall find therſelues 
deceiued intheir deuices,For as mach as they. are often defea- 
ted of their purpoſes, their power failing their willes; whereas 
they conceiued ſome notable exploits of hurt, and trauelled 
with villanie,they bring forth a lie, and ſce all their proies 
fruſtrate, when that which they abſolutely prefumed of, is to= 
tally preyented, And be it thatthey ſucceed in their attempts 
according to their deſires (as «Achab ſeemed to get as good 
an eſtate in Naborhs vineyard,as counſel conld deuiſe(yetthe 
conſequent therof failerh, the euent of ir is nothing anſwera- 
ble to their precedent; hopes, they looked for glory, and met 
with ſhame,they concluded of comfort and felicity, and find 
nothing but yexation, trouble and miſerie, Bue ſuch as vſe 
their thoughts and words to moue men to beeat peace with 
God andtheir neighbours,and to walke inthe way of peace 
and-good proſperity, ſhall nor faile of the comfort of their 
faithfull and wholeſome counſell. For God will bleſſe them, 
and menwill loue them, and their owne conſciences will cone 
tinually miniſter matter of ioy and conſolation ynto them. 


Verſ. 21. The puniſhment of iniquitieſhallnot befall the iuſt, 
but the Siched are full of eul.. 
Fflidtions and correRions may come vpon the righte- 


ARS: no reuenging-curſe tending to deftrution, asif 
they were abies. Wholeſome medicines ( ſuch as crofles are 


to the godly ) are not wont to be miniſtred in hacred,and with - 


purpoſe to kill, bution mercy and loue, for recoverie of health, 
and conſeruation of life, But the wicked are full of cuil}, both 
of guiltinefle and continuall praiſe : accordingto rhe cor- 
ruption ofcheir hearts, which the righteaus arepurged from, 

Wh. and 


- 
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A 
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and therefore alſo of thoſe puniſhments which the righteous 
eſcape, 


Verſ. 22. The lying lips are abomination tothe Lord: but 
they that deale truly are his delight, 


Tz ſenſe is plaine enough of it ſelfe,if the ſupply be made 
of that which is vnderftood in both clauſes, The Lord 
abhorreth lying lips,thar is,thoſe perſons that abuſe their lips 
to lying,which will alſo be falſe in their deeds: andheis well 
pleaſed with them that deale faichfully, which will likewiſe be 
rue intheir words, And by this ſaying,the ſpirit of God doth 
intimate the wretched and damnable eſtate ofthoſe which vſe 
falſhood in their ſpeeches andaQtions: for what can tongue 
expreſle, or mind apprehend,more horrible & hideous, then 
Godsindignation,proceeding from the greatneſle of his ha= 
tred, when hee hath a creature in perfect deteftation? And 
thereforealſo on the other ſide, the bleſſed condition of iuſt 
and true men is notified, with whom the Lord is ſo well plea- 
ſed, as that hee reſpeReth them with ſingular contentment, 
they are his fauorites moſt deere vmo him, his ioy and plea= 
ſure is inthem, and then what euill can befa]l them,.or what 
good,that is truly good,can be detained from them? 


Verſe 23. A prudent wan concealeth knowledge: but the 


| heart of fooles publiſheth fooliſhneſſe, 


Prudent man,hethatis of good diſcretion, & hath lear- 
ned to be warie & circumſpe&t, concealeth knowledge, 
not that he ſhurteth it vp altogether,withourt ary vſe or bene 
fir of it to others : for that were contrary tothe profeſſion 
which the Prophet maketh of that wherein eucry :godly man 
ought to follow him; /haxe not hid thy righteonſneſſe within 


. wy heart, but I haue declared thy trath and thy ſaluation; [ 


bane not concealed thy mercy and thy truth from the great con- 


. .. Fregation, Pſalm. 40.10. And that were contrary totheteſti- 


- monie whichis given of wiſe men, Chap, x5. 7.The lips ofhe 


Wiſe - 
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. wiſe doe ſpread abrrad tnowledge,Bur he will obſcrne all good 


. circumliances of ipeakigha ir been time and; Jace, when 

ood opportunitie doth re Quire ar, a poodctect is like ro 
E wrought by it, And contra ic the heart of a foole which 
leadeth his rongue (for guide i l.ce dorb ror) dothſet the 
tongue on worke citherto vtter bad matter, cr that which is 


goodin bad manner that cuery man may fee the tollie which 
151 It, | | 


Verſ. 24. Th: hand of the diligent ſhall beare rule : but the 
decertfull ſhall be wnaer triiutes 


He hand of the dil-gent,that is,diligent men who vſe their 

hands, or other members of their bodies, or elſe their 
minds to ſome honeſt and profirable trauel according to their 
calling ſhall beare rule,and attaine to ſome good place of eſti- 
mation, But idle perfons wv hom want and other occaſions 
draw to deccirfull courles to ſhift for themſclues,as wee have 
ſhewed in the fourth verſe of the tenth chapter , ſhall bee 
made ynderlings, and brought into ſubrtection and ſeruilitie, 
if not of authornie : for norwichttanding that divers of them 
.haue not power to command, or to puniſh, yet they are ſo 
much regarded and feared for their vprightneſſe, as that their 
ſuperiours oftentimes as well as their interiovrs, bee afraidto 
fxulrintheir preſence, and are more williog that greater per= 
ſonages ſhould haue knowledge of their offences then they, 
So then their diligenceis a meanes either to promote them to 
great place, as many times it commeth topaſle, orelſcto win 
them creditand reuerence in lower places, | 


Verl. 25. Heawineſſe in the heart of a man doth bring it 
downe : but a goodworarewoyceth it, | 


Eanineſſe of heart, that is, ſuch ſorrowes or feares as are 
not godiy,andeffeQts of faith, but proceeding from infi- 
delicie, or carna'l reſpects, eſpecially being exccfſive, doth 

bring downe the heart, not humbling it kindly, ſo as pride 
. may 
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may betaken away, but either filling it with diſcouragement, 
or diſtemper,againſt which the Prophet wreftled with ſundry 
conflicts : hy art thou caft downe my ſoule, and art vngquiet,or 
tumultuous Within me. Pal. 42. 5, Now withall hee preſcri= 
beth the remedie whereby this diſeaſe of hurtfull ſorrow and 
penſiucneſſe may bee cured, and that 1s with good wores, 
For the comfortable ſpeech of a friend, bur eſpecially the 
wholeſome word of God,declaring the remiflion of firs, and 
the fauour of God,expelleth rhe heauineſle of the heart, and 
and refreſherh it with ioy and comfort, 
"i 

Verſ.26. The righteous is more excellent then his neighbour, 

but the way of the wicked will deceme them. 


Tz righteoxns,that is,cuery godly man who hath attained 
ro vprightneſſe, though nar to p*rfeQtion of righteouſe 
ncſſe,is better then his neighbour,is better beloued and graced 
ot God,and more eltcemed of podly wiſe men, and hath that 
in him which maketh him more commendable then any other 
that is vnrighteous and finfull : and ſo his way is anſwerable 
td his hope, Burthe wicked deſiring, and ſeeking, and expe- 
Qing an excellencie aboue others, are notwithſtanding core 
remptible, and grow in time to bee contemned, and fo their 
way decciueth them. 


Verſ. 27. The deceitfull man roeth not that which he tocke 
in bunting : but the riches of the diligent man are pretions. 


Fz dereitfull,&c, That isa prouerbiall kind of ſpeech, 
fgnifying that they ſhall nor enioy nor haue the benefic 
ofthar which they ger by craft and faiſhood. It the whole fi= 
militude be fully ſer downe, the meaning will the betrer ap= 
peare, Even as hunters many times when they takea prey, yet 
talt not of ir, nor fare the berrer for it; ( for dogs way cate it 
vp,or ſome other occurient may fall out ro deprive them of it, 
as many lets come berweene the mouth and the morſ{cll }1o 
vniuſt and decceirfull mep, though they artaine ro wealth wy 

| riches, 


204. PRrOvERBS-. Chap.12, 
riches, may bee aſſured that they ſhall neuer baue any ſound 
profit or comtort by them. Where by the way may bee ſeen 
the differcot end of the hunting that was vſcdin thoſe daies, 
and of this which ispraRiſed of many in our times. They made 
It an exerciſe for profic,and thereby as it may appeare, proui- 
ded food for themſclues,and the families wherein they liued, 
as is to be ſcene in the example of Eſas himſelfe, who vſed to 
bring home veniſon to his father. But itis ordinary now wich 
diucrsto beſtow a greatpart of their time to hunt mecrely tor 
pleaſure, without any commodity. They yoluntarily defraud 
themſclues of the prey which they take, their houſholds haue 
not the better-cheere by their hunting, bur the worſe, They 
conſume themſclues, and waſt their goods,and impoueriſh 
their wiues and children, by following their ſports, and neg- 
leRing their eſtate : by feeding ſo many dogs, asthat thereby 
they faile both of care and ability to prouide for their people. 
But the riches of the diligent are pretions : thatis,thoſe things 
which they that are both faichfull and induſtrious doe gaine 


and get by lawfull mcanes,,ſhall doe them good,and ſerue for 
their comfort, 


Verſ. 28. Life is inthe way of righteonſnes,and in that path= 
way there ts no death. 


 Ife,&c.The meaning is, thatthey which arerighteous me 
Jiuſtified by the merits of Chriſt, & ſanRified by his ſpirit, 

' & obediet to his wil in working that which is agreeable ro his 
word,are in ſtate of life everlaſting. The life of grace they haue 
—— ofalready;he life of glory is aſſured to them bo the 
ife of grace: whoſoeuer hath the one,can never faile ofthe 0- 
ther. And therefore it is ſaidthat there is no death in that part, 
They are delivered fr6 the firſt death, which hath power ouer 
all ſinful men in this world:and they ſhal neuer come into the 
ſecond, which is the portis of reprobates in y wotld ro come. 
And this is confirmed by the teftimony of Chrift himſelf, fay- 
ing,Veridy,verily I ſay unto you, he that heareth my word, and 
beleeeth in him that ſent me hath enerlafting life, and ſhall not 
core into condenwation, bur hath paſſed from death to _ 
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Verſ. 1. KS wil th Gee ratio to the inflraſtin "_ 
father: but a act WR Degrs porebuke,”. wild T 
4 TC N wiſe ſivare that ia = md (ee bd of 
W2\\SDWY eitherfex; male,or female poatkly or daughter, 
will receiue, _— and obey the. ood leſ- 


"(19 . 


iis by ic; He the 


* 7 


verſa Þ.4 Apobtnith bn ſs rare wh Hs 


"He medting of the firſt part of " verſes that 2odly 

men ſhall be bleſſed, bork r,and ot thei Sraticus wile, : 
arid ſeaſonablefpreches*angit hq e F their religious 
 andrighteousbehaviotir? and rs thi MH ET art is op= 
poſed the condition of the godlefſe : rho ge IGbt: es, "hath is, 
themſclues,atleaft in heir ſouls, ſhall beerequited viehyio- 
lence for their cruelty,apd other cuill-deeds. which they have 
done : and conſequently for a ple d monde whis I 
;haue ſpoken! /SONRSAMGABIAR AY res rte: 

1 


'of the rivellah Chapter Met tt IVANA lr Albi Yo 
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"ciate with good things by the fruit of his month; andthe recom- 
pence of a mans bands, ſhall God giue unto bir. . 


Verſ. 3. He that keepeth his munth, keeperh iz life ; but de- 
Frattion ſhallbe unto bim that openeth bu lips wide. 


H E that keepeth by wonth ]Which is confiderate and we- 
Arie in his words,neuer ſpeaking but when he ought.nor 
vitering any thing but which-istrue and conyenient ; be &ev- 
pe ib bio /Feprouiged for his {afery,peace and quietnefſe, Bac 
be that openeth hi lips, or firidethroo wide to leaud ſpesking 
(for ſo' the wordfignifieth)as a harlot profiticutes her ſelfe,oc 
Tpreadeth her body to filtby companions, Ercch. 16. 25.4e- 
Proton Jhaſbe to bim che. is like to mect with mychrrouble, 
_ andatone time or other,to be quite ouerthrowne and come 
toytrerruine,as atbing broken to peeces and made good for 
nothing, 


- Verſ.g. The ſnggard Inflethut bis fonle hath wonght: bat 
:the ſawle of the diligent fhall be made far © 
He ſluggard Infteth ] That is, negligent and idle perſons 
have (trong affeionstoriches and.credir, and all things 
-which are in requeſt & eftimation, but hu fanle bath nonght, 
they goe without that which they long for, their wiſhes get 


80 wealth, they faile of their defurex,through the want ofgon- 
Rant endeauourste effeRg| 


meſs Np he fanls of 9 figs 
ſhall be made fat, that is, the induftruous perſons themſelues 
which painfully Jabourin ſomehoneſt yocation,ſhall all bee 
competently prouided for, and many of them divers times 
Thelen and abundance.For foulc inthe Sexip- 
tures 1$ often taken for the whale man,andfarnefie fora good 
eſtate and proſperity. ny I 5:G1 
Verſ.5. Arighteonewenhuaneth a falſe matter : but it can« 
Joth thewicked to ſtinks, and be aſhamed. | 


+ THe menying ja tharallchorare gmly inf and godi,ovill 
BN, \Gecling | 0 bel ws adder med Kane 
| ereof, 


YVeaſeb.7. Praovents. 207 

Arleattitiache duticrof _— mer foro dos; thoughſoms 
times peraduenture they faile inpraQtiſe. But commariwifethe 
wicked doc _ ſo,but take "ou ure in I and there- 
by are brought to diſgrace and reproch, eſpecially inthe fight 
{God ws A OY ,and oft alſo wo” 67% fach Ae, an 
meerely ciuill,yea vngodly men and ſinners doe loathe them, 
and ſpeake cuill of them for-theirleaudnefle. Thus Randerh 
rhe oppoſition: The righteous hacerh a falſe matter, andther- 
fore gaineth reuerence and honour : but the wicked loueth a 
falſe matter, and therefore is made odious and ſhameful. 


= 


Verſ.6,. Righteonfueſſe preferneth him that ts wright in bis 
WAY 2 but wit befermerdviaed the fire. | 


| | $9 ng rwouns That is, Gods fauour, grace & good- 
neſle for righteouſfnefſe, and by it doth proteAtboth the 
bodies and foules of ſuch as are of a fincere heart, and holy be- 
hauiour. e ſndwickednefſe onerthroweth the ſinner, or man of 
ſnne,as it is inthe original cext,it is alwaies a cauſe by deſert, 
and many times a meanes by octafion to draw downe mifery 
and deſtcuRion vpon him, Forthe Lord doth deale with men 
according to their waies, eſtabliſhing the iuſt and righteous, 
and caſting downe into miſeric ſuch as bee ſtubborne and xe- 
bcllious, according tothe faying of the Propbet : Wirh the. 
mercifullthou- wilt ſhew thy felfe-mercifull, with an vprighe 
man thou wilt ſhew thy ſclfe vprigbe, withthe pure thou witt. 
ſhew thy ſclfe pure,and with the froward thou wilt wraſile, 


Verſ. 7. There ts that maketh himfelfe rich, and hath ne-' 
thing : and1hat maketh bunſelfe yore haning great riches. 


T# res, &c.} Thatis to fay, divers men take divers-yn- 
lawfull courſes concerning theireflace, Some boaſt them- 
ſelnes to be rich, when thoy hawe nothing: being poore andin 
debt, they-make ſhew of great wealth,” by Keeping a greag 
Pot, Qtlicgs, foine themſeliay poorr en they bene great ſub- 


ſtance, 


ey appeace vitochemto becyntarfoll, 


Pfal.r8.2 #.26, 4 


op 
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ſtance hey complaine of want,and goe barely, and fare hard, 


and/would make the world'belecuc that they are nothing 
worth atall,-._ -. | ; 


Verſ.8. Theriches of a man are the ranſome of his life : but 
thepoore hrareth not the rebuke, 


FT" He meaning'oftheſe words ſeemeth to be, that howſoe- 

-uer there-is in divers: reſpes: very good ſe of wealth 
and riches, yet many times they bring dangerto the owners 
thereof,who are driven to depart with them for the preſerua- 
tion ofcheir liues, And though pouerty bee not without ſun- 
drie inconueniences, yet 'poore-men are more free fromthe 
contentions of enuious perſons then thoſe of higherplace and 
degree.Notwithſtanding,it commeth not to paſſe alwaies ne- 
ceſlarily,that euery rich man is broughtinto ſuch trouble,nor 
that eucry poore maneſcapeth from all rebukes and moleſta- 
tions, but he ſpcaketh of that which oft befalleththe one, and 
ſcldome the other,eſpecially in regard ofhis eſtate. 


| Verl. g. Thelight of the righteous ſhall reioyce : but the can- 
dle of the wicked ſhall be put ont. 


THe light of the righteous That is,the good eſtate &pro- 
ſperity of godly men,reiozcerh,is table & encreafing:as it 


3s faid ofthe ſun, from whence'the fimilitude is taken, that he 


remonceth like a mighty man,$o run his courſe, Andlikewiſe here 
is ioy aſcribed toitin reſpeR of theeffeR, for thatit maketh 
righteous me not without due cauſe to be ioyful, Bur the can- 
dle of the wicked,cheir wealth,credir, dignities & pleaſures, or 
whatſocuer fleſhly men haue in admiration, or delight in, are 
bur like to acandle light in compariſon of ſun-ſhine,& hal be 
put out : euen;ſuddenly bee taken from them,or by degrees, in 
continuance of time conſume away,& vaniſh to nothing,The 


_ oppoſition Randeth in this manner:The light of the riphteoys 


endureth for eyer,and therefore is fullofioytburthe candle of 
the wicked will ſpone be purour,&therforeis fill 6Pforiowr, 
ad Verſ,10. 


$44 
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Verſe 10. Throngh meere pride doth wau make contentions ; 
bat with the well aduiſedis wiſedome, | 


OY? by pride] That is, whereſoeuer ſtrife groweth,there 


is pride, at leaſt in one of theparties contending : ifnot 
on both {ides, Sometimes it ftirreth vp men, and imboldneth 
them to offer wrongs: ſometimes imbittercth men; and ma- 
keth them wayward againſt the right : ſometimes it cauſeth 
the one to be careleſſe of dealing according to cquitie,and the 
other to be impatient of bearing any injuries, Yet notwith= 
ſtancing this condemnerh not ali kinde of contending, but the 
frowardncs of the faultie perſons init. IcisJawfull co giue a 
rebuke and correRion,it ic be done vpon good grounds, with 
an yprighc heart,and in due manner,though it be the occafion 
of ſome jarre or debate, and hee onelyis to be blamed, which 
recejuethnot the admonition, And foto ſtand in the cauſe of 
God is commendable, (for the Prophet reproueth them thar 


contend nor fo: the trmth) and they areto bee charged with the Elai.59.qg8 


finne of concention, which oppoſe themſelues againſt good 
cauſes, Neicher arefuch here to be taxed as defend their ate, 
or by che helpe of the Magiſtrate and lawes, againſt thoſe 
which goe about to defraud or defame them. Neither yer are 
they to be reproued by this, thar follow ſuites againſt malefa« 


Qors to bring them to uſt puniſhment. Provided alwaies, that 


in theſe caſes the cauſe be waightie, their proceedings equall, 
and their hearts free from all malice and reuenge. Bur with the 


well aduiſed is wiſedome,they which have diſcretion and iudges«. 


ment in themſelues, or bce willing to hearken to aduice and 
counſell of others, will beware aacetheie controuecrhes, 
The oppoſition is this : Onely by pride and follic doth men 
make contentions : but with the well aduiſed is wiſedome 
and humilitic to follow peace. | 


Verſe 11. The riches of vanitie ſhall diminiſh:but he that ga= 


thereth with the hand ſhall increaſe them. 


Oods ill gotten, and wealth attained ynto by vnlawfull 


meanes,ſhall not proſper, but cither waxe lefle and lefle, 
P or 


210 Proven Chap. 13. 


or periſh together on a ſudden, or at leaſt depart from the yn« 
iult owner,and become another mans : but hce that vſeth ho<. 
neſt labour and diligence, doth take the right way tothriue, 
and daily to grow richer. Falſchood, and iniuftice,vſurie, and . 
other ſuch like noyſome courſes, are commonly preferred be. 
fore the beſt and moſt profitable vocations, as ſeeming ts 
romiſe the greateſt commodiries; and manuall trades are out 
of requeſt, for that they require paines, withour likelihood of 
any ample recompence;but Gods curſe purſueth, and at laſt 0« 
ucrtaketh thoſe deceitfull people,and euill workers,andeither 
. ſrippeth them of their liues, or of their ſubſtance, according 
tothethreate: Asthe Partridge fitteth on egpes, and hatch= | 
eth them not; ſo he that getteth riches,and not by right, ſhall 
leane them in the middeft cfhis daies, and at his end ſhall be a 
foole, And his bleſſing ſo proſpereth thoſe his diligent ſer- 
uants,that their wages and cſtate is augmented much aboue 
that which was cxpeRted, 


Verſ.12. The hope that is deferred, maketh the heart ſicke : | 
but when a deſire commeth,it is atree of life, | . 


He hope deferred] That is,whe the thing hoped for,is not 

obtained according to his expeQation tharhoped for it, 
but is put off from onetime to another, it bringeth great griefe 
and-afflition : but when the deſire commeth, when a man hath 
that which hee long wiſhed for,it is a tree of life,that is, very 
pleaſant and comfortable, and healerh the ſpirits which were 
weakned by the former delay :eſpecially,ifrche prayer of faith 
haue preuailed with God to obraine the gifr as a pledge of his 
fauour,as Abrahams did for Iſaac, and /ſaacs didforhis ſons, 
and that of Hannah for Sammnel. 


Verſe 13, Hee that defpiſeth the word,hee ſhall be deftroed, 
but be that fearcth the commandements,he ſhall be rewarded. 


HE that deſpiſeth the werd,c+c.] That is, euery one is in a 
» K&davgerous caſe, andar lealt certaine to periſh inthe hs 
b wae 


aA 
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who contemptuonſly reieeth the holy Scriptures : which bE. 
cauſe the Lord doth as it were ſpeake in them, and declare his 
will by them,are called his word : and that for the perfe&t a- 
greement and conſent of all the parts, is ſer downe in the fin- 

larnumber;,as ifit were but one.Neither is this puniſhmence 
threatned only tothe contemners of the bookes, and ſenten= 
ces,and texts of the Scriptures, bur likewiſe tothe deſpiſers of 
the miniſterie thereof. But he that feareth the commandement, 
which reuerencech,and loueth, and maketh conſcience of rhe 
whole doctrine of God, hee ſhall bee rewarded with peace,and 
bleſſings of this life, and gloricand bleſſednes in that which is 
cocome. 


Verſe 14. The doftrine of a Wiſe man is a wel[þring of life, to 
depart from the ſnares of death, 


ff Hera. the meaning of theſe words hath been ſhewed, 
and proſecutedalreadie inthe eleuenth yerſe ofthe tenth 
chapter, yet we will adde ſomewhat to the explication there- 
of. When it is ſaid therefore thatthe dorine or inftrution 
of a wiſe manis of ſuch force,it is tobe vnderſtood of whoke- 
ſome and ſound doctrine, ſuch as he receiueth from God, and 
dcliuererh to his bretfiren; for wiſe men ſometimes draw their 
inſtruQions from their errors,and now and then from grofler 
corruptions: as Daxid did, when hee gaue direRionto [oab, 
how he ſhould cauſe Yryah to be made away. And as the lef- 
ſon oughtrto be ſound forthe matter; ſo muſt it be reaſonable 
for the manner: as ſpoken in duetime; in mecte place; and 
ficly applied : wherein Joabs friends much failed, though o- 
therwiſe the men were godly, and their words yerytrue and 
waightie, And yet further ro theſe muſt be added of his part, 
that will drink of this liuely fountaine; an artentiuecare,and 
belceuing heart to heare and embrace the doArine, And then 
tit will be conftant,andnot dried yp like ditches or ponds, that 
are fed with raine water: it will be comfortable, and refreſh 
the hearts of them that are in afflition : it will be profitable, 
and make them that xeceiue it, fruirfull ; it will be — 
Pz an 
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and forcibleto deliver them from fin and deftruQtion, though 
therein the fimilitude be altercd : for that is meant by turning 
fromthe ſnares of death, ; 


Vetſ.t 5. Grace gineth good ſucceſſe-but the way of the tranſ- 


greſſors is rongh, 


Race) Thatis, the worke of Gods holy ſpirit, begetting 

pietic and righteouſnes doth gize good ſucceſſe: it maketh 
good ment to deale wiſely and profperouſly m all :heir affaires, 
Put the way of the tranſzreſſors is rough, Their life is vahappie 
and full of my vexations, The aſe and oppoſition ſtanderh 
thus: Grace giueth good ſuccefle, and therefore the way of 
the obedienc is pla'ne and comfortable ; and finfulnes bring- 
erh emill ſuccefle, and therefore the way of the.diſobedient is 
roupi and troubleſome, 


Verſe 16. Exery wiſe man worketh by knowledge : bnt a foole 
Laeth open his follie, 


F727 wiſe nan\Waoſocuer is prudent, worketh by know-= 
ledge : enterpriſerh and manageth his aftaires diſcreetly 
and with judgement : and fo declarerhhis vnderſtanding, On 
the contrary tide,he that is vndiſcreete and fooliſh,goeth raſh- 
ly and rawly about his buſineſſe,and ſo bewrayeth openly,and 
publiſherh abroad his ignorance and fooliſhres.So both ſorrs 
make manifeſt what they are,and what is inthem, by the cont= 
Rant courſe of their waies, and proceedings, and not by ſome 
one action,or a few workes.Although wiſcdome be neuer de= 
cciued in any matter, yet wiſe men are ſometimes, and both 
- faile,andfaulr as well in that which they doe, as inthe words 
which they ſpeake, as the blemiſhes of Dazid, S:loxeon, and 
many holy men recorded in the Scriptures doe ſhew. And 
ſome things the: wickedft finners haye; well ated touching 
the mater, and externall circumſtances, but neither with a 
gaod conſcience,uorconſtancie, | 
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Verſ.17. A wicked weſſenger falleth into enill,but a fachfull 
ambeſ[adowr bealeth. | | 


Fu meſſenger] Or ſeruant, which either yndertaketh 

yalawfull errands,or ſeruices,as Rabſhakeh did,when he. 
was ſent by his maſter to blaſpheme and defie the Lord and 
his Church ; or dealeth yntruftily withthem that vſe him in a 
lawfull bufineſle, or is iniurious to. them to whom he is ſent, 
either by concealing any thing from which were fit for them 
to heare,or adding any thing which were meet. to be ſuppreſ- 
ſed,or doing his meſſage in yndecent manger,or returning an 
anſwere ſo as may turnetotheirhurt.: hee ſhall fall:nto exill: 
Gods heauic hand and iudgements by one meanes or other, 
ſhall ſooner or later, light ypon him, as the two churliſh and 
imperious capraines found with their fifties, which were ſenc 
for Elyah, But 4 faithfull ambaſadonr or meſſenger, he that 
faithfully performerh his charge; whether publike or private, - 
doth heale,is a meanes and inftrument of goad to his maſter, 
whoſe mindehe freeth from feares and griefes, and fo healeth 
the maladies thereof, as a Phyfitian cureth the diſcaſes of the 
body. He is alſo helpfull tro them, ro whom he is ſent, by deli- 
uering comforts comfortably , and hattping that which is 
harſhand ſharpe, and mending that which is amifſe, ahd by 
loue and diſcretion pacifying contentions, and furthering 
peace ;z whereupon by conſequence he alſo procirerh his own 
comfort. So ſtanderh the oppoſition : A wicked ynfaithfull 
meſſenger hurteth, and therefore ſhall fall into cuill : but. a 
godly faithfull meſſenger healeth, and thezefore ſhall receive 
good, , : + 1 


Verſ.18. Ponertie and ſhame ſhall be to bim that refuſeth in- 
firuRion : but be that regardeth correftion ſhall be honoured, 

aerticicre.] Euery one thatreieQerh knowled ge,or the 

- meancs whereby ir is tbe obtained, ſhall citherfaile. to 

get wealth, or not long keep it, or haucir and holdit iniudge- 
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ment,without the yſe and comfort, And as he ſhall be needy, 
ſo ſhall he alſo be baſe, ſhame ſhall come ypon him, and couer 
him. Some are made contemptible and vile by pouertie and 
want, and ſome by the filthineſle of their finnes;though they 
abound with wealth. They may haue riches, bur not honour : 
they may haue cap and curtefie, but not reverence andefli- 
mation. But hethat regardeth correttion : which hearkeneth 
and yeeldeth obedienceto wholeſome counſel, and profiterh 
by chaſtiſements, ſhall be bonowred : ſhall cither attaine to ri= 
ches and preferment: or be of good account,and well thought 
of (eſpecially among the wiſe & godly )in a meaner conditis, 


Verſe 19. Adeſire when it commeth is pleaſant to the ſoule : 
but it is abomination to fooles to depart from enil. 


= ſentence dependeth vp6 the yerſe afore going, where 
the promiſe in the latter clauſe of thar, is amplified by the 
efte& in the former af this: for there it is ſaid,that be which re- 
gardeth correflion {hall be honoured; and here'it is added,that 
when ſucha defirable gift is beſtowed, he ſhall haue ioy with 
his honour,which obrainerh it. And the ——— the for- 
mer clauſe of that, is aggrauated bythe cauſe in the latter of 
this : for there it is ſaid, that pouertie and ſhame ſhall be to 
him that refuſeth inſtruction; and here it is proued to be iuſt 
and equall,that it ſhould be ſo, becauſe he is wholly deuouted 
and giuen ouerto wickednes, The coherence and agreement 
of one part with the other will be the more euident, ifthat be 
= which is vnderſtoed in both, It is abomination to 
wiſe men to continue in euill,and therefore the defire accom- 
pliſhed will delight their ſoule:and it is abomination to fooles 
ro-depart from euill, and therefore the puniſhment inflited 
will cormenttheir ſoules. d | 


Verſe 20, Hee that walketh with thewiſe, ſhall bethe wiſer, 
but be that »ſeth the compaxic of faoles ſhall be thewerſt.... 
Pwotking here wichthe wiſt;is meantthe ſociety $£oon- 
ucrfation withwiſe men,& that is ameans of — 
| an 
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and yertuous behauiour to themrhathaue,and yſe the oppor- 
tunitie of it, and ſo thereby they are made the berrer : wheras 
onthe other ſide, they that affociate themſclues with finfull . 
fooles,and ioyne in fellowſhip with the wicked,are more cor- 
rupted with finne and follie, and ſo become the worſe. For 
great is the force of company and example,of daily parle and 
conference. The words of good men are medicinable —_— 
vices,and their piety, ſobriety, patience, humility, loue, kind- 
neſſe,and other vertues are a ſhining light to ſhew their aſſo- 
ciates the way to all goodneſle, and as a guide to conduRt 
them therein: and the mouth of finners doth breathe our poy- 
ſon and infeQion, and all cheir waies no lefle contagious to 


ſuch as adioyne themſclus ynto thern, then the leprohie or pe- 
ſilence. 


Ver. 21. Euilpwrſueth funers : but that which is gdedre= 
wardeth the inſt, | 


Y exill, is meant the puniſhment of fin whieh is reſembled 
cothe rauenous, ſtrong, and ſwift kind of creatures, and 
wicked men,to them that are weaker, and ſlower, and focha- 
ſed by them, and madetheirprey. Now as afflition and mi- 
ſery will inthis manner come vpon the vngodly, as the wa- 
ges of their rebell:on, ſo bleſſings and comfort foal core to 
vngodly, as a recompence of their obedience. So that 
both good and bad are followed, and ſhall ſurely bee ouverta- 
ken, the one with plagues, and the other withmercies; and 
neither ſort knowne how many they are, or of what kinds, or 
when they will come,or where they ſhall find them: butthe 
wicked may iuſtly dread the worſt to bee puniſhed by them, 
whea they ſhall be moſt burthenous vnto bo, and the god. 
ly may looke for the beft,to bee bleſſed therewith in the firteſt 


caſon, For ſe wereade in another yr The wickedworksth p;e,11, 18.19; 


4 deceitfull works : bug he that ſowerh righteon allreceine 
«4 ſure an pg nh ven br" = bes Mt bee this 
followeth enill, ſechgth bis owne death. | 
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_ Verſ. 22.0 good man ſrall leant inheritances to his chil- 
drens children : but the riches of the ſinner is laid vp for the inft, 


| Ft meaning is,thatthe godly perſon not onely himſelfe 

enioyeth his goods whileſt he liueth;but when he dieth, 
| leaueththe ſameto his children; in ſuck ſort, as that alſo their 
childrenthrough Gods mercy inherie the fame, Apaine, the 
wicked manis fo farre off from leauing his goods to his poſte- 
rity, as that by Gods prouidence they oftentimes are rotled 
from him vpon the righteous perſon; who is as it were his 
heire agaioſt his. will. Yet this is not ſo to be taken, as though 
it held yniverſally & perperually in cuery perſon, Many good 
men -haue no-children art all ; many good men haue no chil- - 
dren ſuruiuing them : many” good mens poſterity. endeth 
in their immediate iſſue : many good mendeaue their chil- 
 drenpoore &in meane eftate, So on the contrary fide,diuers 
wicked men leaue their lands and riches to their owne chil= 
dren,though impious alſo like their parents: and they conue 
them to their ſeed-after them, which in like manner boſleſſe 
them ; asthe Prophet ſaith in the Pſalm. Thow fille/t their bel- 
lies with thine hid treaſure : their children hane enough, and 
leaue the reft of their ſubſtance for their children, Bur he ſpea- 
kerh of that which-commeth often to paſſe, though-nor al- 
waies,and which are the readieftmeancs for ſuch effeRts, Hee 
| thatwould provide well for his pofterity,cannor find out any 
way ſo good for his childrens eſtate, as to bee godly himſelfe, 
And if the Lord withhold that bleſſing from him,hee may re- 
compenceit by making his children inheritors of grace and 
faluation:and ifeither hee giue him no children,or children of 
no piety and goodnefle, hee will vndoubredly counteruaile it 
with encreaſe of heauenly gifts and glory for his owne ſoule. 
And hethat giueth himſelfe to iniquitie and fin, doth as much 
aSin him lie, to ſubnert borh his c(tare and familie ; andif 
_ that both Rand, notwithſtanding the conrſe-hee' taketh; to" 
bring hem to ruine, then as David ſaidin: the forecited Pfal." 
| -hisportcon is onely ix this life, and his puniſhment reſerued to 
bethe larger inthe world to come. 

yg Verſ.22, 
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Verſ. 23. Much foodic by tillage for the poore : but ſome 
are conſumed by indiſcretion, | Fn 


B e ofmans life ; and by mwwch, he vnderſtanderh a fie and 
competent meaſure ; which divers times growerh to be large 
andample, And this doepoore men often atraine vnto, when 
they are prouident, and diligent in managing theiraffaires; 
and by name in the worke of husbandrie : and ſo it holdethin 
all ocher honeſt and lawfull yocations. Now againe on the 
contrary ſide : ſome are conſumed by indiſcretion, For many a 
one who hath a good ſtocke, and faire liuings, and fruirfull 
grounds, by negleRing labour, and not ordering things a- 
righr,waſteth all that he hath,and fallerh into great want and 
neceſſity. His follie, his finne, his riot and rechleſneſſe brings 
bimto the ground how high foeuer he grew. They are like to 
theaxe ſtriking at the root of a tree, whichthetalleſt top, or 
moſt ſpreading bratiches are not able to defend, but muſt fall 
downe themfeclues and be broken. Fe OY 


Verſ; 24. He that ſpareth his rod, hateth his ſonne : but bes 
that loneth him,chafteneth him betime. 


HE that ſpareth his rod]Which withholderh due correQi- 
on from his child when is needfull, haterh his ſon, be- 
commeth his encmie,though not in affeion, yetineffeA by 
omitting a dutic ſo neceſlarie for hiswelfare, But hee that lo- 
weth himwnfainedly,with a ſound affeRion; and theloue ofa 
godly father; corretteth him betime., The words-inthe Origi- 


Y feod,he meaneth all ſuch things as are needfull for the” 


nall congue are of grear force: for this betime, which ſeemeth $hjchars, 


to be an aduerbe,is there a yerbe, and Ggnifierh toriſe _ 
inthe morning ;-and diligently ro ſeeke: ſo tharit fignifiett 
as well the due care which good parents haue for the nurtu- 
ring of their children,as their prouidence todo it in good ſea- 
ſon, whiles they bee tender and young, before they grow to 
ſtrength and Romacke,and ſo cither viterly refuſe,or huile ws 
gar 
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gard all fatherly correQion, Andthat which we tranſlate cor- 
recion,dothalſo fignific inflruRion;ſe that the ſentence may 
thusbe well engliſhed : He that loneth him bafteneth chaſtiſe- 
ment and inftruition to him, Andthoſe are meet to be 1oyned 
together, ſometimes (iripes with admonitions, and alwaies 
admonitions with tripes. For the ſmart of the fleſh, .and rhe 
paine of the body will bring ſiwall profit to the: ſoule, volefle 
they hearerhcir fault declared,and haue diretionhow to re- 
forme it. 


Verſ. 25. The righteous eateth to the contentation of bus 
wind : but the bellie of the wicked ſhallwant, 


He righteons] All choſe which are religious in heart, and 
vpright in their waies,cate,that is,cnioy all good things, 
asthey ſhall not be ſtarued through want of food, ſo they ſhal 
not be deſtitute of clothing,or lodging,or habitation, or any 
other thing that isneedful - them: either they ſhall abound 
with plentie,or be prouided of that which is ſufficient. Some=- 
times they haue no great ſtore for their eyes to looke ypon, 
yet lining by faith and not by fight,they hauc alwaics enough 
for their ſoules to be ſatisfied with,Bwt the bellie ef rhe wicked 
ſhallwant, and their backes alſo very often and accerding to 
the courſe of the law, many of themliue in hanger, and in 
thirft,and in nakedneſſe,and inneed of all things, And albcit 
this iudgement is not executed ypon them all, yet commonly 
ſome other more heauic and hurtfull isinfliged vpon them 
that eſcape it, And of neither of them which get moſt, nor of 
them which fare beſt, it can be truly affirmed, that they cate to 
the contentation of their minds: Br though they haue much 
wealthin their hands, and much meate at their tables, and 
much Wine in the bowles, yet they haue not much, nor any 
eoruentmmentin their hearts, for they remaine vnſatiable, 
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Verſ. 1. A wiſe woman buddeth her houſe : but the foolifo 
AeFfroyeth it with her eowne hands. 


—_— ——_— mmm 


24 kT Wiſe woman) Such a one 28 is both godly and 
(+ P&YNE So diſcreet,b«i/deth her howſe.is helpfull and pro- 
SS&H/A\hgg. firable,cothe ate and familie of her husband, 
&, and her owne. But ſhe that ts fooliſh, being 
deſtitute of grace and good prouidence, how 
— mifch witſocuerſhe hath : for manyrimes the 
moſt wittie wiues,are the leaſt thriftic hulwiues,defFroyerh it, 
yndoeth her husband, her ſelfe and children, and ouer- 
throweth the whole houſhold, cither by her pride,and immo- 
derateexpenſes co maintaine that,or by her luxuric and ſweet 
tooth,or 6 her goffiping, and company keeping, or by her 
ſlothfulnefſe and idle behaviour, neither getting, nor kee- 
ing,nor ouerſecing herpeople, nor any way beſteeding her 
us 


and with helpe, 


Verſ. 2. Hee that walketh in his wprightneſſe feareth the 
Lord : but he that is lewd in his Waies, deſpiſeth him. 


B: Walking and waies, is meant in the Scriptures, the ordi- 
Fnarie,viuall,and common conrſe ofmens behaviour : and 
by vprightneſe, the ſincerity and faithfulneſle of their hearts, 
colitraiy to fraud and guile, which pretendeth one thing; and 
Pe another,in them which make a ſhew to doe ſeruice 
to God,inthat wherein they only or principally purpoſe fome 
carnall endto themſclues': and by fearing the Lord, is vnder- 
ſtood true piety and godlineſſe; So that the ſenſe of the for- 
mer elauſe is, tar every ohe which accuſtomerh himſelfe to 
well doing,vnfainedly, without hypoctifie and halcing, is yn- 
| doubtedlythechild of God, and truly religious. Bur he that 5s 
lewdin hi waies,that leadetha wicked life, whether __ 

the 
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the ſight and yiew of the world, or ſecretly, ſoas is knowne 
only tothe Lord,and his owne conſcience,deſpiſeth him,doth 
aQually,and indeed ſhew contempt toGod by violating his 
lawes, howſocuer he may beare himſclte in hand, and make 0+ 
thers to belecue thathe doth much reverence him, 


Verſe.3 In the month of the fooliſh is the rod, or wand of 
pride : but the lips of the wiſe preſerue them, 


I the month of the fooliſh , in the viuall talke of wicked 

men, eſpecially when they are of an hautie heart and high 
minded, & therod of pride : ſuch ſpeeches. as proceed from 
pride,and whereby they ſtrike at others, and are commonly 
ſmitten themſclues : either man taking aduantage ofthem,or 
God inflicting puniſhments for them, But the lips of the wiſe: 
ſuch words and anſweres as in humilitic they vttertomen : 
and ſuch praiers and petitions as they ſend vp to God,preſerve 


thew, prote&t themſclues, and othersalſofrom hurts and dan- 
gers. 


4 Verſ.4. Where none oxen are, the crib is empty : but much 
encreaſe commeth by the ſtrength ofthe oxe, 


Y oxen, he meancth thoſe kindoflabouring cattell, which 

are applied to plowing, and other workes of husbandrie; 
and where they are not, or nor ſet to worke; there the crib is 
emptie,and ſo is the barne alſo, food for man and beaſt faileth 2 
but much encreaſe commeth by<he ſtrength of the oxe: abun= 
dance of corne,and neceſlarie prouiſion, ariſcthby thetrauell © 
of cattell,and labourers,in diligent plowing and hare oy 
For therein the worke of the beaſts, the induftrie of men, the 
yertue of the carth, themulctiplication of graine, doe all con= 
curre together with the bleſſing of God ypon them, 


Verſ. 5. Afaithfullwitneſſe will not lie : but he that telleth 
lies will be a fatſewitneſſe.” © EI 

; A Faithfullwitzeſſe] Hethat maketh conſcience; and is re- 
ſolucd before the iudgement ſcat conſtantly toreftifie 
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the truth, will not vſually, nor in his common fpeech tell yn= 
truthes; #ut he that telleth lies will be a falſe witneſſe: whoſo- 
ener accuſtometh himſeltc to lying in private, will not fiicke 
to forſweore himfelfe ,and beare falſe witnefle in publike.For 
the feare of God is of noforce with him to deterre him trom 
it; and faiſhood hee louerh, and cruth he hateth; and there. 
fore will be as froward to promote the one,and to oppoſe the 
.other,jf they may doe it with impunitie, 


Verſ. 6. The ſcorner ſeeketh wiſedome but findeth it net:but 
knowledge is eaſie to him that is prudent. 


Heſcorner] That is, very ſinful & contemptyous perſons; 
(for it is a colleQive, and meant of all: or at leaſt of, di- 
uers of they) ſecketh wiſedome : by wifedome we may vnder- 
ſand the true kriowledge of Gods holy will; and where it is 
ſaidthe ſcorners ſecke it: the meaning is that tome of them 
make ſhew of ſeeking, and ſceme ſo to doe, being preſent at 
thoſe mcans,and outwardly dealing in thoſe exerciſes, wher= 
by others truly feeke,andefteRually find knowledge. And as 
theſe vſe the meanes without any defire of haning wiſedome, 
ſo others would haue it ; but. contemne al thoſe mears wher- 
by itis offered, and to bereceiued, truiting totheir owne wit 
and carnall reaſon. Anda third fort ſeeke it, and are willing 
to haue it,and at the Miniſters hands would gladly obtaine it; 
but only vpon their death-beds,or in great extremities, not in 
loue ro God, or {marre affeion to his word,or in holy liking 
of his g:aces,but only in terrourand paſſion, that they mighr 
eſcape hell and damnation; orthe preſent dangers wherein 
they ſtand. Hereof the Propher {eakerh in the I 
When he flew them,they ſough: b1m,an! they returned & ſought prl,q2;24 28, 
y od early. But they flatter: iza with their month ; and diſſeni= | 
kedwith him with their tougue. Far their heart was not vpright 
with my wener were they fanhfall m his conenant, And there 
fore being ſo affteRed,it is nor ſtrange that their ſucceſſeisno 
better. For though our Sau;cor fairh,chat every ove which ſee+ Marth7,8,i: 
keth findrth,yetitis ro be ynderitood of cuery ſuch one as =_ TOY 
ce 
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keth faithfully,and in due manner. But knowledge is eaſie to 
him that is prudent, We muſt not ſo conceiue of theſe words, 
.as though men of ynderftanding could encreaſe their wiſe- 
dome and graces, withour induſtrie and paines-taking : but 
that when they haue vſed diligence in the exerciſe of Gods 
ordinances,they may know for certainty that they ſhall ſpeed 
well,and be ſtored with all ſuch graces as will leadethem te 
life cuerlaſting. And therefore wee ſee the ſenſe of this ſen- 
tence expreſſed inthe ſecond chapter of this booke. If thou 
Prou.2.3.4.5." Calleſt after knowledge, andcryeft for under/tanding : if thou 
ſeekeFt her as ſiluer and ſearcheFt for her as for treaſures : then 


ſhalt thou vnderitand the feare of the Lord, and find the know- 
ledge of God, 09 


Verſ.7. Depart from the preſence of the fooliſh man,and from 
him whom thox knowe#t not to haue the lips of knowledge. 


Epart,&c, Breake off ſocicty and fellowſhip with the 
vngodly perſon, be not familiar withhim. Notthar itis 
alrogerher ynlawfull to haue any dealing with the wicked in 
common duties, but to be ioynedtoo neere ynto them. Wee 
.arenot {imply forbidden to buy or ſell, or to cate or drinke 
with them ſometimes, when vpon due occaſions we are called 
thereunto; ſo that wee willingly make not choyce of their 
companie:butto ioyne in martiage with them,to make them 
priuie to our counſell, or to vie them-as inwardand ſpeciall 
friends,this is here forbidden,and this is vnlawfull, Ard from 
him whom thoa perceineFt n2t to haue the lips of knowledge, 
that is, ſeparatethy ſelfe,and conuerſe nor, eſpecially conferre 
not with ſuch as from their ignorant mindes vſc to talke ig- 
norantly with their tongues, And yet his meaning is notthat 
wee ſhould forbeare all ſpeech with them that want know- 
ledge; or ſpeake not according to knowledge : for they haue 
moſt need to be inftruRed : but hee doth anon vs to be= 
wate both of rhem that breathe our peſtilent and contagious 
words to pervert others, and refift the truth contentiouſly, 

. and will neucr bee brought to ſee their owne ignorance and 


Errour. 
| Verſ, 
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Verſe 8. The wiſedome of the prudent is to vnderitand bis 
way : bu! the fooliſhnes of fooles is deceit. 


He wiſedome of the prudent] That knowledge and ynder- 
| Gandiog which any man hath that is truly wiſe, is ro v#- 
derftand his way,is giuen of God, and vſed of him for the di- 
reQion,and guidance of his heart and behaujour. Bur the foo- 
liſhnes of fooles, all che wit and skill that is inthe wicked : (for 
howſoeuer that carricth a ſhew of wiſdome,yet the ſubſance 
of it is follie,and though fooliſh men yſe to call them wiſe, yet 


the wiſe God calleth them fooles) is deceit, whereby them=- 


ſelues are beguiled both in opinion of that they are, and in ex- 
peRation of that which they hope for: and whereby they be- 
guile others alſo,cither intheir ſoules, orin outward matters, 


Verſe 9. Sinne maketh fooles to agree: but among the righ- 
geons,that which is acceptable maketh agreement, 


Ne wicked man loueth another for his ſinnes ſake, and 
is the more willing and defirous of his companie for his 


, lewd conditions, The word which wee tranſlate making to a- [alits, 


gree,doth iignifie to doe the part of an Interpretour betweene 
men of different languages, by whoſe meanes they mutually 
ynderſtand each others words,and of an ambaſſador between 
Princes ſent either for the making of a league,or for the con« 
firmation of loue betweene them: and the meſſengers which 
Baradoch Baladan the King of Babel ſent to Ezechiah are ſo 
called, 2.Chron.3z2.31. But among the righteous that which is 
acceptable, oc, The meaning is,thar Mage, 4" euen ſuch as is 
approucd of God, and plealing to good men, doth ynite the 
mindes of thoſe which are godly, and .makerh them louing 
and kinde every one to other, This cauſed onathan ſo.car- 
nefily to ſethis affe ion ypon David,and to haue him in ſuch 
eſtimation, becauſe he ſaw himto be full of grace,and valour, 


. aShimſelfe was alſo. And this cauſed Dauidlikewiſe ſo gladly 


to Enterraine the loue of onaihar, with conſtant care to re= 
quite 


1.Pet.1.8. 


- "> 


214 | Provenss. 'Chad.14. 
quirethe ſame vnto him, and his poſteritie, What made the 
league betweerethem ſo firme, and the bond of amitie ſo fia- 


ble, bur this that they were both godly, both wiſe, both vali- 


ant, both reſolute againſt Gods and the Churches enemies, 
the Philiſttims? . 


Verſe 10. The heart knoweth the bitterneſſe of his ſoule,and 4 
ſtranger ſhall not meddle with hrs top, 


vb He heart of a man] That part of him which is the foun- 
taine of lite,and ſeate of affeRions, knoweth the bitternes 
of bis ſoule, feeleth inward anguiſh, and hath experience of 
pearcing ſorrowes : the meaning is.that the fearcs and heart 
griefe of them that haue atroubled conſcience, are more felt 
ofthemſclues,then knowne to others, And a //ranger, any 0- 
ther b<lides him(ſelfe, ſhall not meddle with his 10y : cannor di- 
{cerne how great his comfort is, being the ſame that S. Peter 
calleth,az v»fpeakable ivy, No griefe is ſo great, as that which 
lieth yponan afflicted conſcience: much leſlie may a fleepie 
conſcience(which neuer yer apprehended the hideouſnes of 
finne,the heate and flame of Gods indignation,and the inſuf- 
ferable rorments ot damnation) be able to conceiue what a 
heauie burthen an affliged ſoule doth goe ynder : neitheris it 
poſſible for him (whoſe heart the Lord hath nor refreſhed 
with the remitfion of finnes,and the fight of his gracious pre- 
ſence,and the fruition of Chriit,and the aſſured hope of cter- 
nall happinefſe) ro comprehend what admirable conſolations 
he that is ſoundly humbled,doth enioy after his anguiſh and 
terrors, 


Verſe 11. The houſe of the wicked ſhall be deffroyed : but the 
Babernacle of the righteous ſhall floriſh, 


Fe houſe of the wicked|The wicked himſelfe & his whole 

4A eſtate, ſhalibe deffroyed; ſhall be ouerthrowne and roos 
ted out by the curſe of God : either {uddenly, and all at once; 
as it is to bce ſeene in ſome,or in continuance of time,and by 
| ' degrees, 
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degrees, as it fallethout to others. Bur the tabernacle of the 
' righteous, his habitation himſelfe; and thoſethings which be- 
long ynto him, ſhall florsſs, ſhall be bleſſed of God and made 
proſperous. Forthe one hathall the threatnings of the law, 
and the curſes of the Almightie directed againſt him,and who. 
can repell the force and violence of ſuch artillerie? And the 
other is planted, watered,and preſerued by Gods owne hand, 
. andtherefore he is yndoubredly well rooted, and happie. The 
former part of the yerſe is a ſimile taken from caſtles or buil- 
dings aſſaulted with enemies; and the latter is a metaphor 
' from trees and plants commodiouſly growing. 


Verſe 12. There a way that ſeemeth right toaman : but 
the ifſues thereof are thewaies of death. 


"Tn is 4 way|Namely, a lewd and finfull courſe of life, 
that ſeeme:h right to a man,which wicked men perſwade 
themſclues to be from dangers. Ic is agreeable to their 
-Juſts and carnall reaſon, it maketh either for their pleaſures,or 
profits : they haue been long acquainted with it ; they haue 
found proſperous ſuccefle by it ; they ſee the greater perſona- 
ges,and number of men to trauellin it; andtherfore conclude 
of ſafetic therein. But the iſſmes thereof are the waies of death : 
itis certaine that the beginning of it, and firſt Rep into it, did 
tend to death; but when they haue proceededin it, they ſhall 
come at the laſt to their journeys end,and that is to be deftroi- 
ed for cuer, 


Verſe 13. Even in laughing the heart is ſorrowfull, and the 
end of that mirth is heanineſſe. 


His is to bee vnderſtood of the vyngodly,and ſuch as are 

4 privie to themſclues of ſome great cuils; who ener in 
langhing, amidſt their ſportFand greateſt delights, haue gri- 
pings of feares, and vyexations in their hearts, Andthe end of 
that wirth is beaxineſſe, when their pleaſures are ended their 
paines will begin: their mirth was mingled with many _ 
eart= 
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heart-birings, but their ſorrow ſhall be pure of it ſelfe, withour 


_ all mixture, and haue neither hope nor comfort to delayrthe 


bircerneſle of it, The former condition of the godly, that 
wherein they liued before their deliverance by Chriſt was 
confirmed vnto them, is a paterne of the preſent eſtate of the 
wicked,and it we hauerelated yoto vs by the holy Ghoſt him- 
{elfe,ſaying,that through feare of death, they were all their life 
time ſubiett to bondage, Now if the caſe of ſuch be no better, . 
eucenthen when ir is at the beit, what will become of them ar 
their death, and after, before the iudgement ſeare of Chriſt, 
and eternally, when they ſhall lie vnder the wrath of God, 
and ſuffer the ful and perfe& puniſhment of al their rebellions? 
If a malefaQtor be affrighted amongft his companions, where 
ſeemeth to bee nothing bur ſaferie, before his apprehenſion, 
ſhall hee be able to behold the face of the Tudge,to heare his 
ſentence of condemnation, and to endure the execution and 
puniſhment of death without terror and torment? 


Verſe 14. He that is of a froward heart, ſhall be ſatiate with 


his owne waies : and a good man with that which is mhim. 


HE that is of a froward heart,| Which ſetreth his heart yp=- 
on lewdnes and euill, and declineth cuery day, waxing 
worſe and worlſc, ſhall be ſatiate with his owne waies,cuen ſated 
and filled full, with the plagues and judgements which his 
owne deſerts ſhall draw vpon him. And a good man with that 
which is in him, (hall abundantly enioy both inward comforts, 
and outward happinefle, for his conſtant vprightneſle,and ho- 
ly behauiour. For as the waics of euery man. be diſpoſed ac- 
cording to his heart, ſo doth the Lord yeeld retribution to 
him for recompence, anſwerably. The more cuill hee findeth 
to be in any; the more iudgements hee will heape vpon him; 
and as others haue their ſoules ſeaſoned with vertue, grace, 
and ſinceritie, the greater meaſie of bliſſe and felicitie they 
ſhall.recciuc at 5. cou | | 


. 
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Verſe t5. The fooliſh belceneth enery thing : but hee that is 
prudent taketh heed to his fteps, 


Tx foole] He that is fillie for his owne ſoule, and ignorant 
without ynderſtanding of the matters of God, beleeweth 
exery thing,raſhly giuing creditto cuery vainetale that is told 
him : and hearkning to euery deceiuer that miſleadeth him. 
But aprudent man, he that is of a ſetled iudgement, and pro= 
uident for his owne ſafetic,takerth beede to his ffeps,cxaminerh 
firſt what waight and ſoundnes there is in that which is ſpo= 
ken,before hee conſentto it, either inperſwaſion or practiſe, 
And this ſentence hath place eſpecially in point of greateſt 
importauce,and ofhigheſt nature, ſuch as tend tothe leruice, 
or diſhonour of God, ſuch as concerne the eucrlafiing wel- 
farc or woe of man: intheſe the foole hath his cares opento 
all,or much that is affirmed, excepting the truth. an impoſtor, 
the meflenger of Satan, a champion for f(inne ſhall be heard, 
when a faichfull Miniltier of God, bringing cleere warrant for 
his ſayings, ſhall be reieted, And in theſe a gedly wiſe man 
will be confiderate,he will not embrace all that a ſeducer will 
be readie to deliver ; hee will not ſer his foote in the waies of 
finne, wherein deceiuers ſollicite him to tread, Whoſocuer 
will preuaile with himin theſe materiall cauſes, muſt produce 
. his witneſſe, even Gods owne teſtimonie, cither direRly, or 
by conſequent,to confirme his ſaying. 


Verſe 16. A wiſe man feareth, and departeth from enill : but 
4 foole rageth andis careleſſe. | 


iſe man] He that is religious, and truly godly: when he 
is rebuked or heareth Gods threatnings, or beholdeth 
Gods iudgements, or foreſceth plagues to come, by the pre= 
ſent yiew and fight of finne, fearerh,his heart tremblerh, both 
in reſpeR of Gods diſpleaſure, and. the miſchicle like to fol- 
low,and arterb from exill, both purgerh his heart by humi- 
liation,and redreflerh his way by reformation, But the foole 
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rageth and is careleſſe : a (infull perſon ſcorneth when he is re- 
 proued,and preſumeth of impunitie and freedome from all pe- 
rils : he ſcorneth at him that giueth the admonitiGn, and fa- 
uoureth the finne which is reproued, and therefore frequen- 
teth the praQtiſe of it the more, and with greater liking, rather 
then departeth fromit, 


Verſ. 17. He that is haſtie ts anger cemmitteth folli: and he 
that platteth miſchiefe is bated, 


HE that is haſtie to anger,is ſuddenly mouecd to d:Rtempe- 
red paſhons, before hee hath aduiſedly examined the 
cauſe of offence : commitreth folly, breaketh our into ſome ab- 
ſurditie or iniufticeby wordor deed : and be —_— miſe 
chiefe, which diflembling his diſpleaſure, intendeth reuenge, 
- andſetteth his thoughts on worke how to cffeQ it :is hated, 
js abhorred of God, and deteſted by thoſe that finde out his 
malicious praQtiſes; His waſpiſh and chollerick humour hath: 
'drawne himinto fin againſt God, and malitiouſnes towards 
his neighbour : and therefore as hee exerciſcth che workes of 
yniuſt hatred,being an aduerſarie to the Lord, and righteous 
men,ſo he cauſeth himſelfe to be iuſtly hated, and dealt with- 
all as an odjous miſcreant, 


Verſe 18. The fooliſh doe inherit folly : but the prudent are 
erowned with knowledge, 


ff: fooliſh] Such as will learne no wiſedome, nor praQiiſe 
any goodnes, inherit fol ; ſhame and other puniſhments 
are due vato them for their ignorance and finfiltnes,and ſhall 
in time alſolight ©5;o0n them, But the prudent are crowned with 
knowledge, fuchas are diſcreete and godly wiſe, ſhall receiue 
the glorious fruite of their vnderftanding and obedience, For 
by being crowned,is meant commonly in the Scriprures,ho- 
nour and digniry : and forthe cerraintic ofthereward'on both 
fides,he fpeakerh of that whichis to come, az'if it were pre- 
ſently performed. F | 
2 Ver {.19, 
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Ver. 19.. The enillſhall bow before the good, aud the wicked 
at the gates of the righteous. - 


_ enillſhall bow before the good | Sinfull perſons ſhall be 
deprefled and brought downe, and godly men exalted 
and raiſed vp : they ſhall crouchin token of ſubmiſfion, and 
theſe ſhall haue obeyſance done to them in token of honour. 
Axd the wicked at the righteous: the meaning is, that good 
men ſhall nor onely be greater then the cuill, but ſuch as the 
euill muſt be driven to ſecke vnto for helpe and fauour : as fu- 
ters vſe to waitatthe gates of a great perſonage, till citherhe 
come forth, or they beclertin, and admitred to his preſence. 
This abieRion of the wicked,and aduancement of the godly, 
is not generall roall in-this life, notwithſtanding ir ofren be= 
falleth many ; but at che day of the Lord every fintull wretch 
ſhall be taken downe with miſerable debaſement, and eucry 
faithfull Chriſtian ſhal be exalted ro a glorious dignity, when 
the one ſort ſhall tandat the barre & be arraigned, and con- 
demned with the diuels; and the other fit, as it were at the- 


bench, with Ieſus Cheill,ange made their Tudges, 


| Verſ.20. Thepoore « bated,enen of his owne neighbour:but 
the friends of therich are many. 


> poore, he thar is fallen into pouerty, or diſgrace with 
great perſonages,zs bated of bis neighbowr,they that dwel 
by him zand his kinsfolkes and old acquaintance, and ſuch as 
were wont to be familiar with him, being yer but carnall men, 
willaltertheir countenance and behauiout rowards him, and 
picke quarrels againſt him, and rake any occaſion to alienate 
themſclues from him, But the friends of therich are many : di- 
uersfawne on the wealthie,and flarterthem, and make afaire 
ſhew of loue-and good will; when'as notwithſtanding they 
beare no ſuchaffetionto themintheir hearts, 


Q 3 Verl. 
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'Verſ.21, He that deſpiſeth his neighboar i a ſinner : but hee 
that ſheweth mercy to the poore,bleſſed # he, | 


= verſe dependeth on the former, wherein was declared 
the property of fleſhly men, which will deſpiſe their 
friends & neighbours in their necefſuy: and hereis ſet downe 
their tate and condition which ſhew ſuch vnfaithfulnes, thar 


he which doth deſpiſe his neighbour when hee is poore and 


diſtreſſed,ſhall be a ſinner; that is, ſhall be charged with fione, 
and convicted of it,and plagued for ir. The ſame. wordis ſo- 
taken in the booke of Kings : where Bathſheba telleth Daxid, 
how needfull it was for him to appoint his ſucceſſor before 
his death, Elſe, faith ſhe, when wy Lord the King ſhall ſleepe 
with his father, I and my ſonne Salomon ſhallbe ſinners : that is, 
(hall be counted as guiltie perſons, andpuniſhed as offenders, 
Now this is illuſtrated by the contrary, the great reward 
which they ſhall receiue that pitie poore men in their affliQi- 
ons,and ſeeke to relicue and ſuccour them in word, deed, and: 
countenance:they are pronounced blefled, fuch as ſhall abun» 
dantly partake of Gods — mercies. 


Verſ.22, Doe they not erre that imagine enill? but ts thens 
that thinke on good things ſhall be mercy and truth, 


6 queſtion is not moued heere in way of doubting, as. 


though it were vncertaine whether they that Rudie to do 
euill ſhould ſpeed euill or nor, but of aſſurance that they ſhall 
certainly faile of their hope and expeRation. Andrtherefore 


the interrogation is put for a confident affeueration of that 
which is affirmed: that neuer any wicked man could obtaine 


his hopeto his contentment in his ſinfull deuices, Either hee 
commeth too ſhart of 5 which he concludeth to door tnifſerh 
efthar happineſſe which he looked forin his exploits, or fats 


: Ieth into thoſe troubles which he neuer ftootin feare'bf. Bye 


# them that thinks on good things, which ſettheir mindsto 
meditate 
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meditate ofperforming good ſeruices to God and his people, 
in the beſt manner,to them ſhall be wwercy and truth : the mer- 
& of God ſhall be manifeſted by the multitude of his bleſ- 

ngs ypon them,and his truth declared by the fulfilling of bis 
promiſes to them, 


Verſe 23. In all labour there i abundance : butt the talke of 
the lips onely bringeth wax, | | 


| laboxr)In euery honeſt yocation wherein a man ſhall 


diligently and faithfully employ himſelte, there i abun- 
dance, a competent meaſure of prouifion to bee found for his 
owne maintenance, a furphuage to beſtow on other good 
yſcs. But the take of the lips only, bare and vaine words,when 
a man will labour with his tongue,and let the reſt of his mem= 
bers beidle : when the mouth ſhall bee readiero diſcourſe of 
his bufinefſe, but the hands be negligent to pertorme it; when 
words alone ſhall bee yſcd in fiead of workes, that b7ingeth 
onely want, filleth him with needandpouerty. 


Verſ.24. The riches of the wiſe are their crowne: but the foo= 
liſhneſſe of fooles remainerh folke. 


7 fem. which haue wealth with godly wiſedome,are made 
the more honourable by it for their credit; for ſo much 
'the word crewye, doth often import in the Scriptures. And. 
though finfull fooles haue neuer ſo great abundance of ri- 
ches,they nothing auailethem againſt their fooliſhnefle, They 
bee as ignorant and more wicked then if they poſſeſſed no- 
thing: their leaudnefle is not made the lefle grievous and 
damnable by their great ſubſtance : and their abſurdities bee 
more ſcene, and nored totheirſhame, then if they liued in a 
poore eſtate and obſcurely, 


Verſ. 25, eA faithful witneſſe delinereth ſonles : but a de 
ceitfull one forgeth lies, | 


Ae witneſſe ] Which both hath ſure knowledge of 
 Athat which he affirmeth,andan ypright heart todoe ſer- 
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uice to God, and good to his brethren by his teſtimonie, de. 
liuereth ſoules,cndeauoureth by declaring the truthto-helpe 
innocent men out of their troubles, and infamie whereinto 
they are fallen, or likero come by vniuſt accuſations, or falſe 
ſurmiſesof them, For by ſoles, in the Scriptures is often 
meant the perſons of men, As Exod. 1.5. All the ſoules that 
came out of the loynes of /acob, were ſeuentic ſoules. But 4 
deceitful! one, a falſe witneſle, or craftie accuſer, forgeth Hes, 
as ſomtimes hee peruerreth the truth, and abuſcth,ic to crofle 
juſtice and true dealing ; ſo if that willnot be for his turne to 
effec his purpoſe,thenhe inuenteth a lie, ard ſetteth a colour 
ypon it todeſtroy or moleſt his harmelefſe neighbours, For 
here doththe holy Ghoſt oppoſe the decentſullto the faithful, 
and forging of lies,to delivering of ſoules, in regardof the cf- 
fetthatir worketh, becauſe by that meanes many men are 
broughtto danger and deftrution, And as this is vnderſtood 
of the whole man, that a faithfull witnefle will deliuer him; 
ſo itistrue concerning the part.of man, the ſoule ſo properly 
called,rhat a faichfull witneſle, either Miniſter, or priuate per« 
ſon,according as opportunity ſeruerh, wi!l ſpecially labour to 
deliver the heart from finne, by teſtifying the truth of God a- 
gainſt it,and ſo preſeruc his brother from deſtrution. This is 
according to that which Saint [ames ſpeaketh : Brethren,if 
any of you hane erred from the truth,and ſome man hath conner- 
ted him; let him know, that he which hath conuerted the ſinner. 
from going aftray-ont of his way, ſhall ſaue a ſoule fromacath, 
and ſhall hide a multitnd: of finnes, Onthe other fide, the falle 
Prophets,and ſeducers of all men, are the moſt deceirfull and 
dangerous,and doe greateſt miſchiefc with their corrupt do- 
Arine and peſtilenterrours,. Theſenſe of this verſe is agree- 
able to the ſixth verſc of the rwelfch chapter, where itis ſaid, 
thatjthe talking of the wicked,ts to lie in waite for blood : but 
the month of the righteous will deliner them. There it was ob< 
ſerued, and heere it is confirmed that wicked men mix their 
.crueltie with craft and falſhood : For they lie in Wait for blood,” 
and they are aeceitfull, and forge lies, And that agood man 
will hauc a good word teadie ro helpe:them thatare opprel- 


ſed.. 
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ſcd.For the month of the righteous wil deliney them,and a faith- 
fullwitneſſe will deltzer ſoules, | 


Verſ, 26. In the feare of the Lord there i aſſnrance of. 
firength,and he willbe arefuge for his children, ; 


| Pas feare of the Lord | In ſoundneſle of religion,and true 
godlines,there i aſſurance of ſtrength, certainty of defence 
both for ſoule and body, And hee will bee a refuge for his chil- 
dren, This is added to the former clauſe, as a reaſon for con- 
firmation'of ir, Godly men muſt needs be in good fafety, be- 
cauſe they be Gods children, whom he in Chriſt hath begor-. 
tento hiimſelfe, by che 1mmortall ſeed of the word, and hee 
doth perpetually proretall his ſons and daughters, 


Vetſ..27. The feare of the Lord is a welſpring of life to anoid 
the ſnares of death. $22 


A® religion wascomended inthe former verſe tobe for- 
Ciblefor the defence of them that imbrace it; ſo in this 
itis declared to be comfortable to rhem,and profitable,ss ap- 
peareth.by the ſimilitude of awelſpring, whereofthere was 
great yſein thoſe hot countries, for the refreſhing of menand 
cattell chat were thirſtie : and the moy(tening of the earth, to 
make it the more fruitfull, And therefore it was gwen for a 
principall praiſe to the land of Canaan,rhat it was a good [andy 


in the which were riners of water and fountaines, &c, And Deur.s.7. 


Achſah che daughter of Caleb,made a requeſtto her father to 
giuc herableſſing,thar is,to doe her a ſpeciall fauour : which 
was, that as hee. had beſtowed vpon her a arie coa#F, a barren 


field,ſo he Would alſo give her ſprings of Water, a more fertile Toftur,s.. 


peece of ground, which he accordingly yeelded ynto her. And 
It is called a-Welſpring of life, both for the conſtant fulnefle of 
ir,as ncuer failing; asalſo in reſpe& of the gratious efleRs 
thereof, becauſe that blefſedneſlc in this life, and eternall life / 
inthe worldto come, doth abundantly proceed from it. To 
4uoid the ſnares of death ; that is, it both giueth men wnftructi« 


ONs,-. 


Iam.3-17. 


ons,and worketh in thema care to flic from fin, whereby they 
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would be otherwiſe intangled to deftruQion. The ſame words 


arc inthe 13. chap. verſ. 14, where they haue been already 
expounded, | 


Verſ. 28, In the multitude of the people is the frononr of « 
King : and through want of people, commuth the deſtruition of 


the Prixce, 


| Far the multitude of the people] When the number ofthe ſub- 
ies are encreaſed and proſper, it is both for the glory and 
ſafety of the Prince. , And through want of people, when they 
are few and feeble,commeth the deftruition of the Prince : hee 
is expoſed to perils,as wanting power to defend his fate and 
territories ; and to contempr al{o,centrarie tothe honour be- 
fore mentioned. Boththe | un clauſe of this ſentence, and 
the latter ate moſt truly yerified, when Princes are agents in 
the multiplying or diminiſhing of their ſubies, That King is 
duly honoured who by his mercy, wiſedome, fortitudeand 
good gouernment,procureththe welfare and encreaſe of his 
people: and he is obied to ignominie and miſchicfe, which 


through tyrannie and oppreſſion doth cauſe the number of 
them to decreaſe, 


Verſ.29. He that us ſlow towrath is of great wiſedome : but 
be that is of a haftie minde exalteth follie, ; 


HE that i5 ſlow to wrath] Which is able to maſter the rage 
of his afteRions ſo, that he will not bee carried away tb 
diſtemper ; contrary to the rules of lawfull anger, is of great 
wiſedeme : hath receiued from aboxe in his heart, that pare, 
peaceable,and gentle wiſedome, which Saint James ſpeaketh 
of ; anddoth alſo declare the ſame by his long ſufferance and 
patient forbearance, when by indignities and wrongs hee is 
prouoked. Bur he that is of as hafty mind, being raſhly mo- 
ued to paſſion, without due cauſe of diſpleaſure, or immode- 
rately offended, when the faulcdeſeruerh not ſo much anger ; 


exalters 
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exalteth folic; doth openly commir it,as though he would lift 
it yp thatall men might ſee it, | 


Verſ. 30. A ſoundheart is the life of the fleſh; but ennie ts 
| the rotting of the bones, F 


| | Sound heart] That is, a tender,kind, and compaſſionate 

heart toward them that be in afflitions, with a deſire to 
relicue and ſuccourthem : for the word fignifieth ax healing 
heart, ſuch a one as wiſheth well to them,and ſtudieth how it - 
may beſt comfort them, fo free itis fromeuill will and deſpite, 
and grudping at other mens good eſtate, s the life of fleſh, 
bringeth health and ſoundnefle to the whole man that hath 
it. But enie is the rotting of the bones;it is painfyl to the mind, 
and hurtfull ro the body,and will quickly confume a man,and 
bring himto his end,as the diſeaſes which lic in the bones, and 
cate yp the marrow, 


. Verſ. 31. Hee that oppreſeth the poore yeprocheth him that 
made him : but he that ſheweth mercy to the poore, doth honour 


him, 


BY poore] Hee meaneth, not only ſuch as live in want and 
penurie; but thoſe which are vnderthe burthen of any o- ' 
ther afflitions, and vnable to defend themfelues : and by op- 
preſſion, he vnderſtandeth all kind of hard dealing, whether it. 

ce by craft or farce, or falſe accuſations and {landers, or 
bitter and:contumelious ſþeeches to bring them into con- 
tempt or hatred': Hee that this wrongeth any diſtreſſed. 
perſon, reprocherth him that made him: that is, the Lord 
who hath allotted to him that poore eftate. But bee that 
ſheweth mercy te the poore , which doth good, and mini- 
ſreth comfort to'ther'that are in miſery, by helping the 
Eords ſeruants,declareth his lone and eftimation ofthe ord 
| his makſter, 


n | % i 


Verſe. 


Tiddache. 
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Verſe.32. The wicked man t-purſued in bu miſerie : but 
the righteous hath hope in hus death. IN 


He wicked & purſued] The word which we tranſlate pay- 
ſed, fignifierh to be thruſt at, or to throw downe :mea- 
ning, that when his calamity once beginneth, he ſhall be dri- 


 uenon forwards vnrtill he fall into deftruction.But the fate of 


the righteous is contrary, for he hath hope, that is, not onely 
confidence and good expeRation, but retuge and deliverance 
in greateſt extremitics,yea in the yery danger andtorment of 


death it ſelfe, yeathen eſpecially, and more then euer at any 
time before. 


Verſ. 33. Wiſedome refteth in the beart of bim that bath 
vnderitanding : but that which u in the beart of fooles ſhall bee 


hnowne. 
V7" That is, holy and heauenly wiſedome and 
grace, refterth in the heart, ( continucth therein, and 
dwelleth as in her houſe and habitation) of him that hath v#- 
derſtauding : namely, of cuery ſuch one as is of ſound iudge- 
ment and {1ncere affetion, Ard that which i in the heart of 
fooles ſhall be knowne : char ſinfulneſſe and corruption which 
they nouriſh in their ſoules, and take pleaſure in, willbreake 
out anddiſcouerit ſelfe at onetime or other. The —_— 
of the two cauſes together will the better appeare, if thar bee 
ſupplied which is vnderſtood in cach ofthem,whychmay bee 
in-this manner ; Wiſdomereſteth in the heart ofhim thatharh. 
ynderſtanding,and will be manifeſted ;;and follic inhabiceth 
in the heart of fooles, and ſhall be knowne, 


Verſ. 24. Iuftice exalteth. 4 Nation : but fiune ts ſhameto 
thepeople, i 4 Wy 56a” | 


| broom is, true religion, and obedience to Gods holy 
commandements,and the enaQing, & executing of whole- 


ſome 
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ſome lawes deth exalt a nation; cauſeth the inhabitants of 
well ordered Common-wealths,and countries,and cities, and 
townes, to proſper, and bee commended, Bur /xxe practiſed 
and not puniſhed,zs « ſhame topeople; it bringeth to comempr, 
and maketh them infargous, and draweth downe iudgements 
on the places where it is committed and tollerated. 


Verſ.; 5« The fauonr of a King is toward a wiſe ſernant : but 
bis wrath ſhall be toward hin that cauſeth ſhame, 


> fanoxr of « Kings. Euery wiſe king, and all other 
godly great perſonages, will rake delight in, and ſhew 
countenance yato their ſeruants, or officers, or any other that 
depend vpon thern, ſo farre as they ſhall finde them diligent, 
obedient, diſcreet and truſtie : and therefore will alſo he rea- 
dic to reward them, according as their faithfull ſeruice ſhall 
deſerue. But bis wrath ſhall be towards him that canſeth ſhame. 
He that by folly offendeth his gouernour; eſpecially if he dif 
credit him and his houſe, by lewd pranks and miſdemeanours, 
muſt look to feele his maſters difpleaſure,and that with frow- 
ning checks,chiding,puniſhment,or diſplacing. 


A—— 


CH APTERo« AY, 


on. om—— —— 


_— 


Verſ.r. A ſoft anſwers turneth awgy wrath : but a grienons 
word ftirreth vp anger, | 


K 


CS of? anſwere] Gentle,milde, and peaceable ſpee- 
| } ches, [197 neth away wrath) pacihe the indipna- 


uaile 


Sen.30.3, 


 neuerſpeake 


. and delwuered the words of God, yet theircon 
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uaile moſt with ſuch, to tame them with feare, which would 
nor beintreated with faire periwaſions :| Bur 'grienons words | 
bitter, biting, and prouoking ſpeeches| firre vp wrath] not 
only increalc itin them, in whom before it was kindled, but 
kindle it in them who before were kigdly affeted, lacob was 
much indeared to Rachel;and bare much with her infirmities, 
and great corruptions, yet when her owne barrennes, and her 
ſiſters fruitfulnes had ftirred her vp to enuic, and her enuviechad 
made her paſſionate, and her paſhon had cauſed her tongue ro 
ſpcake ablurdly, requiring /acob to give her children, other- - 
wiſe ſhe could nor live, ir is ſaid that his anger was khinaled 4- 
gainſt her,notwithſtanding his fingular loue; how then would 
hc haue taken the matrer it ſhe had reuiled him, and railed on 
him, if ſhe had belied him, and charged: bim with pe: fidiouſ- 
nes.as denying due bencuolence vnto her,and defrauding her- 


ofher matrimonial right,and yer could be rcadie,and firavge 
enough to beget baſtards on harlots ? 


Verſ.2.The tongue of the wiſe ſetteth foorth good knowledge: 


but the month of fooles powreth out folly, 


He meaning is, that godly prudent mea will Vetter good . 
4 marter, and theic ſpeeches ſhall carrie a grace and force 


withtbem, as bcing rightly placed, and wiſely ordered. And 


finful vngodly perſons on the other fide,cither vomir out that 


whichis hurrfull, falſe, or vaine : or elic peruert and abuſe that 
whichin it ſelte is true and wholeſome. Good men indcede 
through the defe&tof wiſdome and poodnefſe,doc ſometimes 
fault with their lips, and faile to ſpeake that which is meerte $ 
(forthe beſt artaine not to the fulneſle of grace;and' therefore 
candoe nothing in complete perfetion)but the wicked doe 

any thing well albeirthey alwaics ytter not that 
whichis ill, When Caypha: and Balaam were prophecying, 


gues were yn- 


diuincand holy, 


fanQtified, notwithſtanding the matter ſpoken by themwas 


Verſe3e 
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| Vetſe3, The eyes of the Lord are in enery place, bebolding 
the enill and the good, | 


He eyes of the Lord His certaine ſight and knowledge, 

He ſpeaketh of God according to.man, attributing eyes 
ynto him,(which hee, beivg a ſpirit, hath not) becauſe wee ſee 
with our eyes, and belt know the things which wee ſee : [ix 
exery place] whereſoeuer any man is :[beho/d] not onely dil- 
cerne and perceiue, but purpoſely obſerue and marke, and 
that continually, as the forme of the word in that participle 
importeth :[:he exill and the good]all ſorts of men, together 
with their hearts and waies. Dazid ſaid not that which con- 
cerned himlſelfe onely in particuler,but which belonged to all 


T ſophoth. 


mankinde in generali : he ſpake not as the ſonne of /eſſe, bur” 


as the ſonne of eAdam, and for all eAdams children, and that 
which euery one might as truly affirmefor himſclfe, when he 
direQted his ſpeechto-the Lord in this njanner: O Lord thou 
ſearche/t me, and knaweſt me. Thou knoweſt my downe ſitting, 
and mine vpriſing : thou vnderitandeſt my thought afarre off. 
T hou compaſſeſt my. path, and my lying downe, and art acquain= 
ted with all my waies, Whither ſhall 1 goe from thy fperit ?. or 
whither ſhall 1 flye from thy preſence,& c. 
. 


Verſe 4. 4 wholeſome fongee isas atree of life : but the fro- 
Wardnes thereof is as a breach made by the winde, 


$ bes purpoſe and drift of this ſentence is, to declare that 
4 the courſe and-cuſtome of godly mens ſpeeches is both 
comfortable and profitable. ro them which know how to 


Pſal.1 39.1 (&e, 


» 
o 


make ſc thereof: as.was that goodly tree of life in Paradiſe, . 


continually bearing fruite, fo pleaſant and pretious, On the 
contrary fide, as a bluſtering winde, which throwethdowne 
trees and houſes, doth much harme : ſo a violent and veno« 


bY 


maus tongue, cauſing troubles and calamitics, is yery perni- - 


tious and hurtful, 


;Ver l. Fo 


230 ProvEerss. - Chap.Is» 


Verſ.5. A foole deſpiſetb his fathers infirullion : but be that 
regardeth correflion,is prudent. 


Foole) A wicked and vn godly chil deg(depiſers] cither re= 
fuſeth to heare, or elſe ro obey [his fathers inftruttion| 
that admonition or counſell which his parents or other go- 
uernours giue vnto him : [bxt hee that regardeth] ſubmitteth 
himſelfe vnto, and is bettered by [corref:0n] cither in words 
ordeedes,giuen by whomſoeuer, hauing authoritie ouer him, 
[is prudent |{ſheweth wiſedome, and receiueth the fruite ofthe 
ſame. 


Verſe 6. The honſe of the righteons hath much treaſure : bur 
in the renennes of the wicked 1s trouble. ' 


T=- houſe of the righteous] That is, cither euery righte- 
4 ous man hath his houſe repleniſhed with great Rore of 
wealth and ſubſtance, or elſe a lefle quantitie doth as well 
ſuffice him, God ſeeing itto be better and ſafer for him. And 
whereas ſometimes it falleth out, that godlie men have-nei- 
ther ſo much as others poſleſſe, nor as themſelues defire, and 
ſeeme to ſtand in neede of, it groweth from the defe& of their 
oodlinefſe,for which the ps. correteth them with ſome pe- 
nuric and want, and whereby their hearts faile of that fulneſſe 
of contentment, which more pictic and' grace would worke 
in them. 

The latter clauſe of this 'verſe preventeth an obieQion 
that might be made againſithe former, in this manner : Why 
ſhould Nohreouſaelſe bee commended for — the righ- 


teous rich, fithence finne ſeemeth to make the Nate of fm- 


ners more proſperous then theirs? To this it is anſwered, 
that troubles arc intermingled with their wealth and poſlſeſ- 
ſions; as paines and toyle in getting, and cares and feares in 
Keeping, and griefe and anger in forgoing of all, or any part 


ofthem. 


Verſ.7. 


Perſe 7.8. | Provenns. _— 
' Vetſ: 7. Thelips of the wiſe doe ſpread abroad knowledge > 
but the heart of the fooliſh, that which is not regbr. 


E compareth thelips of wiſe men to the hands of good 

teedeſ-men,who skilfully, and in due manner and mea- 
ſure,at cuery ſtep doe ſcatter the corne into thetilth:ſhewing 
it to be a note of ſound ynderſtanding, ro take opportunitie 
whereſoecuer it is offered, at home or-abroad, to direc their 
talke to the benefit andedificarion of the company. On the 
contrary fide, the wicked, out of the euill creafure'ot their 
hearts,bring forth euill gs As. yanitie, and-ctrours, 
and noytome ſpeeches, like thoſe thatmake it their worke to 
ſow Cockle,and Tares, and Darnell, or other weeds, which 
areonely venomous and hurtful,” In the formerpatrt of the 
ſentence,theheart is to be ynderftood, which minilirerh mae- 
tertothelips: Andinthelacter,thelips arealfo meant, which 
atethe inftruments of the heart : as if he ſhould haue ſaid;The 
lips of the wiſe, outofthat grace which is in the heart, doe 
ſpread abroad knowledge; and that which is right: and the 
heart ofthe tooliſh, by the perucrſenes of the Jips, dothſprea@ 


£ 


abroad iignorance,and that which is not right: + 


. It, 


Verſ.8, The Sacrifice of the Wicked is abomination to the 
Lord : but the prayer of the righteons is acceptable vito hits, © 
" Heſactifice of the wicked| Their beſt workes, euenthoſe 

4 which ſceme moſt to favorofdeuvtibn,) and vheir very 
prayers themiſehies|a#e abomination ro the Lord\fins which he 
abhorreth/& fot which he will puniſhthem:|b#r che prayer of 
the rightronsPandialt other their ſervices which they faithful- 

perform | are acceptable tohim|whetewithythrough Teſus 
rift he's wellpleaſed;avd for rhe fame willgratioufly re 
wardichem; For neither che'diſpteaſare'sfÞ Gol _—_ his =" 
nemies,nor his fauour rowarus hispeoplezare withour effica= 
cacandeffetyhisharredisfoyned withiuftice;' and will cer- 
tainly workethe woe: of himthat ſhall:proucke it: 7 his: 

3117 R | | oue 
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loue is full of pn and will make him bleſſed ypon 
whomitisſetled, | We | 


PrxoyEnRBS 


 Verſ.9. The way of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord: 
but beloueth him that followeth righteouſneſſe. 


He way of the wicked] The whole courſe of his life and 
behaviour : whatſoeuer he faith, and all that he doth; i 
abomination ro the Lord|is filthic and loathſome in his cyes, 
prouoking him in anger to plague him. And this isnotto be 
ynderſtood only of the groflle faults'of finfull men, when they 
direRly tranſgreſle the law. of God, but of euery thing elſe 
which they take in hand,as long as they walke after the fleſh: 
as labour and trauell; their meate and drinke; their fleepe and 
neceſlarie refreſhings : though in exerciſes not viterly ynlaw= 
full; though i matrers that be.mecrely ciuill; though in aRti- 
ons euery way .commendable for others to performe. And 
hereofthe Apoſtle ſpeaketh, whenhe faith ro Titas, that to 
the pure all things are pure; but v#to themthat are defiled and 
wnbeleening nothing us pre, but engn their minds. and conſci- 
ences are defiled. y +313 -+ T9972 my IE | ; 
But hee loxeth hit) Eftectnieth bin, and vſcth him as his 
owne child; cauſech his heart to feele the comfort of his fa- 
uqur,and will in due time make ir: manifeſt to all the world 
how-deepe he is ynto him [.who followeth after righteouſneſſe | 
which is not cold,or ſlow, or va?ablein doing of good ; bur 
with might and maine Rriveth [tanliencdy to-obtainethe ha- 


Meraddeph. bitandenctcaſe of goodnefle, The. whrd-figoifieth earneſUy 


to purſue, being aMetaphartaken fromthe eagerneſſe of wild 
beaſts,or rauendus;:{owles, or of any kind ot creatures thar 
live by the ſpoyle of others, which willrunne orflie, both faſt 
and farte,rarhex'ithen be. diſappointee. of their. prey. True it. 
is; that a aceritivof.,equall graces, nor;any-ane ar all. times 


 equallyzfectcda@ that which 18.iyſtand vpright ; but. none 
 nwijt|eaue off endeaubus to-ſceke it, Every. man.jsto make it 


hisgame;endraabandonall the impediments which would 
Ray him foomiou The fenlr —— ——_ - ** 
SY A e 


Chap, I%. _ | 
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the better diſcerned, ifthar bee ſupplied whichis ynderſtood 
jn eirhcr part of the ſentence,in this manner; The Lord abhor. 
reth the way and perſon of the wicked, becauſe hee followerh 
iniquitie : bur he loueth the perſon and way of the godly, be- 
cauſc he followeth righreouſneſle, 


Verſc 10, In/trattion | isenill to him that forſaketh the way: 
[and|he that hateth correfion ſhall die, 


| Ty 4 Either wholeſome doCtrine publikely taught, 


or faithfull admonition privately giuen :| & exill | notin ir 


ſelfe (for rhe Scripture calleth it A pearle, and Holy thing in Marth-7.6. 


one place, and preferreth it before fhiluer and gold : and the 


richeſt Icinmes in another ) bur it ſo ſeemeth co him that is prqu,z.15. 


not willing to obey it: in whom alſo it is an occaſion of di- 
Rempered paſhons, and hardneſle of heart : | ro hims that for- 
ſaketh the way|norco euery one that miſtaketh the way, or 
through iofirmitic ſomtimes ſwarueth from ir; butto ſuch a 
one as either obſtinacely refaſeth ro chuſe and walke inthe 
right pathof faluation, when the knowledge of it is offered 
vnto himzor wiltully departerh from it after that he hath made 
ſome entrance thereunto : And | hee that hateth corretion| 
which is imbirtered by rebukes, and not bettered by chaſtiſe= 
ments :| ſhall aze | is in danger to periſh eternally at the laſt, 
and to be ſurpriſed with ſome ſpeedy, ſudden, ſhamefvull, or 
curſed death in che meane ſeaſon: and before thar, to haue 
ſome heauie iudgement to fall ypon him, 


Verſ. 11. The grave and deftruition are before the Lord: 
bow much more the hearts ef the ſonnes of men ? 


2 graxe | The darkeſt placesin the ground, or deepeſt 
places in the waters, where any dead corps is, or hath bin 
couered, and conſequently all others as obicure as they, or 
lower then they, euen to the very center of the carth :| a»d 
deftrattion] the place and Rate of the damned ſpirits : | are 
before the Lord | hee ſeeth both how the bodies —_— 
/ R 2 an 
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and how the ſoules ſuffer,and what bee the thoughts of them 
that ſuſtaine ſuch infernall rorments : | how mnch more the 
hearts|rhe counſels, and purpoſes, and diſcourſes, and mo- 
tions of all the. faculties: of the foules : | of the ſonnes of men]of 
euery one in cuery age thatis deſcended from the race of man« 
kinde, ſo long as hee liueth on earth, Yet is not this an argu- 
ment from imparitie,inreſpe& of God,as thoughir were cafie 
for him to behold ſome thoughts,and hard to Fad out others: 
(for all are equally comprehended of him) but in regarde of 
men, which with greater difficultie attainero the knowledge 
of that whereunto their-ſenſe is not able to reach, and with 
more facilitie diſcerne that which is fubie to their ſenſes:and 
ſo according to themſelues they conceiue ofthe Lord. 

Now ifthey apprehend thar hee doth continually-obſerue 
and looke ypon things that bee ſo abftruſe-and hidden, the 
may bee eaſily perſwaded that hee is not ynacquainted wit 
that which is more-conſpicuous and apparant. 


Verſe 12. Aſcorner loweth not him that rebuketh him : nei- 
ther will he goe unto the wiſe... p 


A. Scorner| Alcaud vngratious: perfon, which obſtinately 
bath giuen ouer himſelfe to worke wickednefle, and de- 
rideth all that diſlike of his waies :[/oueth not him that rebu= 
beth hizs| but. hateth both the reprouer and the reproofe, the 
man and -his admonition : according as was'faid before;that 
inftruftion is exill to bm. that forſaketh the way : | neither will 
be goe ro the wiſe] nor be willing that the wiſe ſhould come to 
| him, He affe&teth not the company and ſocietie of them that 
be godly, becauſe hee knowerh that.they.will looke into his 
licentious life, and tell him plainlie of his inordinate bcha- 
viour, If Athab rookeit ſo off-nſiuely that E/zab;although 
nt by che. Lord, ſhould enter into Naboths vineyard; where- 
of he,was taking paſieflion, tothe moleſling of him;as if an'e= 
temie were come vpon him; when ſhall wee thinke, would 
[£chab of himſelfc hauerepaired to Elzah to confefit his bloo= 
dix cruckic,-co craue: his prayers to.God forpardon, =_ - 
F;{/ Je C 4 CCKE 
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ſeke direQion for the attainment and teſtification of his re 
pentance ? 


Verſ.1 3. A ioyfullhreart maketh a good countenance: but by 
the ſorrow of the heart,the ſpirit is broken, 


I Zoffull heart] A glad and merrie minde, eſpecially hauing 

peace with God, and pardon of all his tranſgreſſions : 
[maketh a good countenance\ cauſeth the whole body to bce 
more healthfull, but moſt of all ſheweth it ſelfe in the cheere- 
fulnes of the face: for the afteRions of the minde pierce into 
the parts ofthe body, and chiefly appeare and worke in the 
countenance : |bxt by the ſorrow of the keart|] when it is carnal! 
or excefliue, [the ſpirit is broken] as the lookes are marred, ſo 
the ſpirits are dulled, and men by fighings and prictes are of- 
ten broughtto ſuch extremities, as that they can hardly draw 
their breath. The oppoſition ſandeth thus : A ioyfull heart 
make:h a good countenance, and by the comfor:s of it, the 
ſpiri's are refreſhed : and a ſorrowfull heart makerh an heauie 
countenance, and by the griefes thereof che ſpirits are op- 


preſſed, 


Verſe 14. The heart of him that hath under/tanding ſecketh 
knowledge : but the month of the faole is fed with fool ſhnes. 


He heart of him that hath vnaer/tanding|The vpright de- 

fire, and fincere affeion of him that is wiſe vato ſalua- 
tion,| ſeekerh for knowledge |moucth his hippes,and cares, and 
ſenſes,diligently to labour for increaſe of rhat holy wiſedome 
wherewith he is alreadie endued :| but the mouth of the foole 
is fed with fooliſhnes|chat is, leaudnes of life, and praCtiſe of 
euill,are as delightfull co the minde ofa finfull perſon, as dee 
licious food is to the mouth and taſte : and he that hath a wic- 
ked hearc, will bee as greedieto fatisfic his luſt at cuery mo- 

ment, as he that hath a daintie tooth will be defirous to feede 

on delicate diſhes at euery meale, jr 
Andſoit is agrecable to that _ is inthe fourth Chap-_ 

| | 3 ters 
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ter, where ſinners are ſaid to eate the bread of wickedneſſe, and 


ro drinke the wine of violence : that is, It is meate and drinke to 
themto do miſchicfe, The ſenſe and oppolttionin effeArend 
to this, that the heart of a wiſe man ſeeketh for knowledge, 
and therefore his ſoule is fed with grace : and the heart ofa 
foole doth hunt after follic, and therefore his mouth is fed 
with fooliſhnes, 


Verſe 15. Allthe daies of the affiifled are enill : but hee that 
hath a goed heart is ata continuallfeaſt, 


By the next two verſes following it may appeare, that By 
the aMiSed is meant ſuch a one as (through defeR of 
faith and contentedneſie) is troubled in minde for pouertie, 
or other outward calamities, becauſc his worldly eſtate and 
condition is no better, And ot himir is faid, that all his daies 
a e evil: that is, His wholelife, during thoſe wants or crof- 
{es,or feares,ti}] the heart be holpen by grace| are exill ] grie- 
uous,redious,and full of biuter vexations : but hee that bath a 
goed beart| which is at peace with God, and freed from the 
power of infidclitie and ſinfulnes, [is at a continuallfeaſtisno 
more burdened with want at any time, thenthey which haue 
varicue ot diſhes before them:and no lefle filled with delights 
atall rimes, then they which are well ſatisfied with daintie 
meates and pleaſant wines, For the compariſon is from the 
comfort and commodities of banquets, and nor the ſurfets 


and exceſle rhereof, Yetthis is accordivg to the degrees of - 


that goodneſle which is in mens ſoules : fo much godlineſſle as 
they hane, ſo much refreſhing they finde in their afflictions : 
and becauſe none can atraine ynto aperfeRion thereof, there- 
fore none ſhall be rid of all worldly griefes, and dreads,and 
eiſcontentments, ; 

The ſenſe and expoſition tendeth to this purpoſe : All the 
daies of him that hath an cuill heart, are as-grieuous when he 
is afflited,as if he were pinched with continuall penurie : but 
all the daies of him that hath a good heart, when hee is affli- 
Red,areas joyous us if he wereat aconimuall feaſt, 


w 


Ver Ca Go 


ln. a6. tc. at 


te" IE ERIE ke 3 wha £ ate 


I 
And. ik en IE nba te. ef 


_ 
[>< ww 


Verſe 16.17. 


 ProvaREN 237 
Verſe 16. Better is 4 little with the feare of the Lord, then 


great treaſure,and tronble therewith, 


Bir & 4 little] A ſmall portion of goods is more profi- 
cable and comfortable, ith the feare of the Lord | with 
ge ng a contented minde with ioy,and procuring 

30ds bleſſing for vic, [ thew great treaſure | then the abun. 
dance of wealth, [with trouble} with fintulnes which bring=- 
eth trouble, namely feare, care,forrow,and many curſes with 
the checke of an ill conſcience: for whene Religion is nor, 
there griefes and vexations will be: and the more riches a 
wicked man hath, whereby he may ſeemerto beetrec from all 
moleſtations, the more incumbrances he hath, whch ate al- 
waies ready to moleft him, 


Verſe 17. Better is a dinner of greene hearbs where lou is, 
then a ſtalled Oxe,and hatred therewith, 


Etter| More laudable in the houſe, and acceptable to the 

gueſt :|is a dinner of greene hearbs| very meane andlen- 
der fare :[where /oneis| where is concord and heartie good 
will :[then a falled Oxe|then great ſtore of good meare, and - 
al manner of prouifion that appertaineth to a ſumptuous feaſt: 
[and hatred therewith |} an evill afteRion, either towards the 
parties bidden, or one. towards another, The alienation of 
mindes, through the hard opinion which one hath ofthe o- 
ther,is enough to marre the teaſi,though the cheare be never 
fo great; but much more-if there bee alſo variance among(t 
them, if they breake our into bitternefle, into contention, and 
brawling, and eſpecially if quarrels, and violence inſue there- 
upon, 


Verſ. 18. eAn angry man ftirreth vp contention : but he that 
% ſlow to wrath appeaſeth ſtrife. 


A” angry men] Such ouer whom wrath and paſſion hath 
Apower,&inwhomir raigneth,(for in the originall = 
R 4 'he 
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heis called a was of anger )[ ſtirreth vp contention]encreaſerth 
diſſenfion where hee findeth diſcord, & maketh debate where 
peace was before : [bat he that is flow towrath] which can go= 
uerne his affetions,and not bee angrie without cauſe, orbe. 
yond meaſure, | appeaſeth ſtrife ] endeauoureth to pacifie that 
diſpleaſure which one man hath conceiued againſt another x 
ſo that he is not onely vnlike to himthar is giuen to anger,and 
will notraiſe contention as he doth,buttaketh a courle quite 
contrary to his,in reconciling them that be at variance, 


Verſ. 19. The way of the ſlothfull is as an hedge of thornes : 
but the way of the righteons ts | a5| a panedcauſey, 


T= way of the ſluggard | Not that leaud and licentious 
courſe of life which a finfull flothfull perſon doth take, 
(for that ſecmes plaine and pleaſant vnto him) but the good 
and honeſt conuerſation which he ought to walke in: [z as 
an hedge of thornes] appeareth to him to be full of difficulties 
and dangers, as a path that is all ouer-growne with thornes 
and briars : and therefore cither hee dareth notenter intoir, 
becauſe he fearethperils; orelſe he wil not proceed forwards, 
becauſe he finderh inconueniences :| but the way of the righ- 
teous|the vie and exerciſe of thoſe good duties which eue 
godly diligent man performeth :[z | as] a paned cauſey]plaine, 
eafie,and commodious : andrthertore he goeth on in the ſame 
with good contentment and comfort, 


Verſ.20., eA wiſe ſonne retozceth[hisfather : bat a fooliſh 


ſonne deſpiſeth his mother. 
A# ſonne] A child that is indued with grace,and yertu- 
oully inclined :| retoycerh bis father |bringeth comfort 
to both parents for his piety and feare of God (if they thew- 
{clues be religious and godly; otherwiſe it may bee,they will 
be the more vexed at it ) for his obedience and dutifull beha- 
uiour towards them, and for his owne good'credit with all 
wiſemen that know his waies;and the blefſingof God yoo 
: is 
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his tate: [but 4 fool:fh reg. ſuch a oneas is giuento be leand. 
and wicked, | deſpiſeth his mother|{heweth contemprtto mo- 
ther and father,but eſpecially to the mother, becauſe hee pre= 
ſumeth ro be more bold with her, and becauſe his ſtate come. - 
monly dothlefle depend ypon her. The oppoſitionis thus to 
be conceiued : | | 

A wiſe ſonne doth honour his father and mothcr,and ther= 
fore doth makethem to bee glad: but a foolith ſonne deſpi- 
ſcth mother and father; and therfore cauſeth them to mourne. 


Vetſ, 21. Fooliſhneſſe is ioy to him that is deflitate of under- 
ſanding ; but a man of vaderitanding will wal:e vprightly, 


P2thedde] Wickednefle and finne : | is joy ] deſired, and 
committed,and continued in with delight : | to {in that is 
deſtitute of unaerftanding | a finfull man that is withour all ſa- 
uing knowledge,and heauenly wiſedome :| but a mar of vn- 
der/ianding]ſuch a one as is godly wiſe, whoſe mind the holy 
Ghoſt hath enlightened with the ſound knowledge of the 
word : [walketh wprightly | ordereth his converſation aright, 
andthatin the truth and fincerity ofhis heart, Thvs Rtandeth 
the oppoftion : Fooliſhneſfle is ioy tohimthat is deſtitute of 
ynderſtanding,and therefore he walketh peruerſly : but wiſe- 
dome is ioy to him that is a man of ynderſtanding, and there- 
fore he walketh vprightly, 


Verſ, 22. Without counſelithoughts come to nonght : bat by 
fore of connſellers they ſhall be eftabliſhed, 


WV connſell| When men in difficultand doubtfull 
caſes will cruſtto their owne wit, and conſult with 
no others whether their cnterpriſes bee conuenient, and by- 
what means they mayeffe&rhem :|thowughts come tonought | 
cither they grow wearie of their attempcs, or are defeared of 
their purpoſes: or though they ſeeme to ſucceed well fora 
time, yer their hopes areftuſtratein the end :| but by the mul- 
titude of connſellers ] which are wile, and giue faithfull - -- 

ell, 
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ſell,if their faithfull counſe!ll be hearkened ynto, and obeyed: 

[they areeftablibed | in the Hebrew text the Verbe is-of the 
Takam, Afſingularnumber, bur colleQiuely ſpoken : meaning, that all 
and cuery one of thoſe thoughts which are ſo direted by 


counſell,ſhall hauc a conſtant proſperous ſucceſle at the, laſd, 
ifnotat the firſt, 


Verſ.23, A ioy commeth to a man by the anſwere of his month: 
aud how good is a word in due ſeaſon? 


A Toy commeth to aman] A good man ſhall findeither ſoo- 

| ner or later, comfort and-gladneſie | by the anſwere of his 
mouth] by the wholeſome words which hee vttereth with his 
mouth, whethcrhee an{were to things dtmanded, or other- 
wiſe : [and how good is a word in due ſe:ſon? |thatis to ſay,mar- 
ucilous profirable and delightfull ro himſelfe and others, are 
fairbfull ſpeeches diſcreetly delivered, all meet circumſtances 
of time,place and perſons,being duly obſerued, 


Verſ. 24. The way of life is on high to the prudent, to auoide 
frombell beneath, 


—_— way ef life|The way that leadeth to life, yea the very 
rue life it ſelfe : [25 on high ro the prudent is not worldly, 
carnall, and earthly, but ſpirituall, holy, and heauenly : and 
therefore ſo farre as any man is wiſe to ſaluation,hee thinketh 
of heauenly things, andin all his behauiour tendeth towards 
heauen : | :# awoide | thatſo walking therein hee may cſcape 
[from bell bexeath\ from death and defiruQtion, and the place 
of eternalltrorment,which aſenſuall courſe of life,and the de- 
fireofcarthly things will bring men vnto, 


Verlſ. 25.7he Lord will deſtroy the bowſe of the proud: but he 
wall eftabliſhihe borders of the widoVv, | 


FT" Hedrife of this ſentence is to-ſhew that the afery of no 
; mans ſtate doth ftand in his greataeſlc,nor perill ofruine 
| in 
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in his ſmalneſſe; but that Gods diſpleaſure doth cut offthe 
wicked, how ſtrong ſocuer ; and his fauour proteQeth the 
godly,rhough never ſo feeble, The Lord will deſtroy) atone 
time or other, at once or by degrees, either by the wonted 
meanes of his plaguesand iudgements,or by ſome immediate 
ſtroke from his owne hand : | Hewillroot ont ( as the word fig- 
nifieth) and vtrerly onerthrow : | the houſe of the proud|them- 
ſelues, their ſced, ſubſtance, eſtimation, and wharſoeuer be- 
longeth vnto them : | but he willetabliſh | defend and main- 
raine [the borders of thewidow \thoſe liuings and poſſeſſions, 
or wharſocuerclie pertaineth ro poore helpelefle perſons, of 
any ſort, which want power to refilt their oppreflors. Yeris it 
nor ſo to bee ynderttood, as though they thatwere withour 
friends, were alſo alwaics without wrongs; (for wee teade, 
and heare, and ſee the contrary continually ) but that itis not 
in any mans powerto ſpoile them at his pleaſure : and when 
they are oppreſled, he will cake their cauſe into his hands, in 
juſtice and anger to puniſh their aduerfaries,and by grace and 
prouidence to recompence them. This is the ſenſe of the op= 
poſition : 

The Lord will deſtroy the houſe of the mighty, when they 
grow to be proud; andeftabliſh the borders of the widowes- 
and wieake ones, when they ſhew themſelues humble, 


Verſ. 26. The thoughts of the wicked are abomination to the - 
Lord. but thepure hane pleaſant words, 


He thoughts of the wicked] Their debres, affeRions, pur- 

poles, imaginarions,and all the motions of their mindes : 
[are abomination tothe Lord| ſuch as hee preſently beholdeth 
with deteſtation, and hereafter will purifh with great ſeueri- 
ty :| but the pure | godly men, whole hearts arc purified by 
faith, and which are vprightiio their waics, | haze pleaſant 
words\they ſpeake ſuch things as are iuſt and acceptable in 
= ſight of God, and gaod and profitable forthe vie of the 

carers, | | 

The oppofitionftandeththys : The- thoughts of the _ 
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ked, and therefore alſo their words are abomination to the 


Lord: but the words of the pure, and conſequently their 
thoughts are pleaſant ynto him, : 


Verſe 27. He that is greedie of gaine, troubleth his houſe: 
but he that hateth gifts, ſhall line, 


HE that is greedie of gaine | Which being diſcontented 
with his portion, doth rauenouſly couet after more 
wealth : hens! or" his houſe|ſubuerteth his owne eſtate, and 
draweth miſery vpon his houſhold and poſterity :| but he that 
bateth gifts| notthat all recciuing of gifts is finne, for inferi- 
ours may take that which ſuperiours beſtow ypon them in 
mercy : and ſuperiours may accept of that which inferiours 
preſent them with kindnefle : but bribes are heere ſpoken a- 

ainſt, which are offered either to peruert iudgement, orto 
bh juſtice : whereas the former ought not to bee yeelded yn- 
to for the greateſt ſummes of money; and thelatter ſhould be 
granted without the leaſt reward, And here is a Synechdeche, 
one thing being propoſcd for a paterne of many others of like 
nature, The Magiſtrates dutieis ſet foran example of all o- 
thers,and gifts for all manner of vnlawfull gaine and gettings 
[ ſhall line | (afely and comfortably in this life, and gloriouſly 
in thelife ro come, This is the oppoſition : Hee that is greedy 
of gaine, and loucth gifts, bringeth trouble to his houſe, and 
ſhall die : but he that hath a contented mind, and haceth gifts, 
bringeth peace to his houſe, and ſhallliue, 


Verlſ. 28.7T he heart of the righteous ſindieth to anſwere: but 
the month of the wicked bableth ont euill thrags, 


Good man, out of the good treaſure of his heart, brin- 
geth forth good things. He meditateth whar to ſpeake, 
that he may ytter ſuch matter as is moſt wholeſome and pro- 
fitable : and that not onely when a queſtion is demanded of 
him,or he is otherwiſe Going ynto ; but ypon any other oc- 
cafion, when it concerneth himto ſay ought; For the word 


[anſwere | 


[anſwere] is more largely taken ſomtimes in the Scriptures 
then we vſc it in our common ſpeech,as Mat.11.25. eMt that 
time Teſs anſwered and ſaid, 1 giue thee thankes, O Father, 
Lordof heauen andearth,&c,[but the month of the wicked bab- 


leth out exill things |he can neither be filent,nor ſpeake well; 


bur is full of diſcourſe,and alwaies pratling raſhly, yainly, of- 
fenfiuely,and leaudly, 

The oppoſition ftandeth thus : The heart of the righteous 
ſtudieth to anſwere,and therefore he vttererhthings that bee 
good: but the mouth of the wicked is haſtily & raſhly ſer on 
worke,and therefore he bableth ont things thar are euill, 


Ver. 29. The Lord « farre off fromthe wicked : but he hea« 
reth the prayer of the righteous, | 


of 5 Lord u farre off from the wicked | Hee is neere vnto 
them in his eſſence, whereby he filleth heauen and earth : 
and in his preſence, whereby he beholdeth their hearts,and all 
their waies: andin his juſtice, being athand to puniſhthem, 
But he is farre off in reſpeR of his fauour and helpe: yea euen 
then when they pray vnto him in their manner : ſo that they 
g*tno more good thereby, then if they ſhould call ypon one 
thatis in another countrey, Vpon which occafionthe Pro- 
phet exhorterth men to ſeeke the Lord while hee may be found, 
and; to|callupen hmm while he ts neere, The cauſe thereof may 
be gathered our ofthe eighth verſe of thischaprer, where the 
ſacrifice of the wicked is laid to bee abomination to.the Lord. 
Who would willingly come nigh to that which he much ab- 
horrerh? Who would not keep off from felling otnoyſome 
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ſents, or looking on loathſome fights ? | but hee heareth the 


Oo 


prayer of the 1i7hteoxs | acceptethof it, and yeeldeth to it: is - 


well pleaſed with that which they offer to him, and granteth 
that which they defire of him. | 

\_ This isthe oppokfirion; The Lordis farre off from the wic= 
ked,and reieQech their prayers: buche is neere to the righte= 
ous,and heareth their petitions. Sce what bath been ſpoken 
20 this point. inthe cighth verſe, 


Verſe. 
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Verſ, 30. The light of the eye reioyceth the heart t and a good 
hearing maketh the bones fat, 


_ light of the eyes | Thebeholding of delightful aſpeRs 
|reioyceth the heart |bringeth ſound gladnes to the ſoule | 
thar is ſcaſoned with grace,and looketh on Gods fauor, with 
his bleflings :[4a»d a good hearmg] where there is comfortable 
matter related,and an attentiueeareto hearken vntoirt :.| ma- 
keth the bones fat |procureth health, and good diſpoſition of 
the whole body : by meanes whereof the bones arc repleni- 
ſhed with marrew within, and well ftored with fleſh and fat- 
nefſe withour : not that lecing ſeruerh onely forthe comfort 
of the hcart,and hearing for the health of the body ; but each 
of them is profitable both waies, And the ſame may bee vn- 
derftoodallo,in due proportion,ot the other ſenſes, 


Verſ. 31. The eare that heareth the correttion of life, ſhall 
lodge among the wiſe, 


He eare that heareth | The perſon which enclineth his 

cares,together with his hcart,and yeeldeth obedience|rs 
the correition of ife ro wholeſome reproofes, whereby wee 
arecaught to live wel,and directed tolife eternall, | ſhall __ 
among the wiſe)ſhall bee wiſe, and receiue the reward of wiſe= 
dome\as a domeſticall companion, and fellow ſeruant with 0- 
ther wiſe men in the familice and houſhold of God. 


Verſ.32.He that refuſeth inſtruftton deſpiſe h his ewn ſonule: 
but he tha: obeyeth correfion,jofſeſſeth hu owne heart, 


H E that refuſeth inftraftion| Which diſdaineth to bee ad- 
moniſhed of his faults, and direQed in his waies, | defþi= 
ſeth his owne ſoule} dealeth as hardly with his owne ſoule, in 
bringing ſhame and deftruQtion vpon it, asif it were athing 
that he deſpiſed, and were a mortall enemie ynto :| but he that 
obeyeth correttion | which liſteneth voto, and is gaded bY 
| | whole- 
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wholeſomeleſſons, whether ſharpe or pyroees, [ poſſeſſeth his 
owne heart hath the vſe and ordering ofhis mind, and whole 
ſoule, and preſeructh 1t from the power of death and damna- 
tion. 

The oppoſition is this : He that refuſeth inflruRion, deſpi- 
ſeth his owne ſoule,and caſteth it away; but he that obeyeth 
correQion, regardeth his heart,and poſleſleth ir, 


Verſ. 33. Before the feare of the Lord goeth the inſtruTion 
of wiſedome : and before hononr goeth humility. 


Efore the feare of the Ford] Before a man bee truly religi= 

ous and godly, | goech the inftruttion of wiſedome|he muſt 
be daily informed in che precepts and doQAtrine of Gods holy 
will expreſſed in the Scriptures :[4»d before honowr either thar 
celeſtial glory which is: prepared for Gods people inthe life 
to come,or any comfortable: aduancementin this life, or the 
yndoubred note and credit of ynfained faithfulneſle and pie- 
ty, | goeth bumil:ry|ſuchas is nor counterfeit, and meerely in 
ſhew,bur proceedeth from feclingof corruptions, and fight 
of ones owne ynworthinefſe, whereby hee is induced in the 
meekeneſſ of his mind, co eſteeme' others better thenhim-' 
ſelfe. The word figmtficth properly,in reſpet of the deriuati- 
on ofic,ſuch a kind of jowlinefle'as is wrought by affliRions, 
thoughic be alſo ſometimes more largely taken, Now itis to 
bee enquired, what connexion there is ms this clauſe 
and the former, which will eaſily befound if wee obſerue that 
the vertue and reward hete laſtly mentioned, depend vpon the 
dutic and grace in the former place ſpecified t for with inftru- 
Rion there is required humility;andto the feare of God there 
is adioyned honour, : 8 
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Verſe. The preparations of the heart are in man :but the 
axſwere of the tongue is from the Lord, 


*(@T is farre from the meaning of the holy Ghoft, 
24 to aſcribe here freewill to man, as though hee | 
5 bad any abſolute power to diſpoic of hjs owne 
&) heart,chough by conceſſion, according ro the 
X52) vulgar opinion, that ſeeme to be granted : tor 

| no man can thinke an euill thought without 
Gods prouidetice, much lefſe a good thought withour bis 
grace : burthe drift is rofhew, that albeit men deviſe much, 
and haue whole armies (as the word fignifieth) of cogirations 
in their mindes, andthoſe placed in exact order,asit were in 
bartell array, ſo that thiecy ſet downe with themſeclucs both 
what and how to ſpeake,yct [the anſwere of the tongue is from 
the Lord| they ſhall.vcter that which God appomnteth, and not 


—_— - 


alwaics what chemſclugs,doe purpoſe. 
| Verſes. Al the waies of 2 mes are cleane in his owne eyes: 
but the Lord pendereth the ſpirits, 


| Aft the waies|The purpoſes, courſes, and procecdingsz 

{ A. the deedes thatare done,the words that are ſpoken,'and 
the thoughts chat are concciued [of a max] of him thatis yn= 
regenerate, and hath an jgnoranteminde, a proud heart;anda 
ſleepic conſcience, ave cleane in bis owne eyes  ſeeme commen= 
dable vnto him : he iuflifieth and applaudeth him{elfein them: 
[bxt the Lord pondereth the ſpits |learcheth narrowly, not 
onely into the behaviour, but the hearts alſo of all men, as it 
were putting them into the ballance, and examining them by 


pumber and weight,whether they bepure and ypright,as pro» 
cceding 


Perſe 3.4. Provenns: YT 
ceeding from finceritie; or prophane and hypocritical , as 
growing from corruption and guile. 


. Verſe 3, Commit thy workes vnto the Lord,and thy thoughts 
ſhall be direfied. 


== word which wee tranſlate [commir| fignifieth to de- 
uolue or role, meaning thereby that is chiefly to bee re- 
ſpeed in cuery thing that any man doth deale in: by taking 
direQion from his word,both for matter and manner : by pro= 
poſing aright end,cuen his glorie,inthe performance of it: b 
asking his helpe,and waiting on his hand, as well for facceſt. 
as recompence: and thy thoughts ſhall be direfted, thy minde 
ſhall be informed inthe right way : thy heart ſhall be confir- 
med to proceed on with cheerefulneſſe, and thou ſhalt be lead 
with a ſpeciall guidance to thinke ypon thoſe meancs which 
will bee moſt cfteQuall for the accompliſhing ofthy deſire, 
ifit be for his praiſe, and thy good to have thy defire accome 
pliſhed, 


Verſ.4. The Lord hath made all things for his owne ſake : yea 
exen the wicked for the day of enill, 


He Lord bath made all things : By making is vnderſtood 

as well that workmanſhip which was beftowed ypon all 
the creatures for their forme and exiſtence, as the workes 
which heedaily doth in his perpetuall gouernment and admi- 
niftration : for h:s owne ſake, for his glorie, which is ſeene in 
his wiſedome and power, in his mercie and righteoulſneſle, 
with all other holy attributes, And this hee dothnot onely 
propoſe to himſelfe, as an end that were meete, and to bee 
wiſhed, but commandeth and cauſcth, as an effe@ that is ne- 
ceflarie and certaine ; ewex the wicked againſt the day of enill. 
This clauſe is annexed, as a preuention of an obieRion that 
might ariſe out of the former words : How truly may it be ſaid - 
that hee hath made all things for himſelfe; when reprobates, 


both men and Angels, continuallic ſet themſelucs _— 
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him ? Now to this he anſwereth, that he gettethno ſmall ho» 
nour by them that are moſt yngodly and wicked : for fithenee 
they refuſe to yeeld him glorie by their life, and to acknow- 
ledge his goodnefle inthe time of their proſperitie, hee will 
plorific himſelte by their death,and manifeſt his iuſticein the 
day of their deſtruction. Andto that damnable eſtate they are 
fore-ordained'by Gods righteous decree, as it is intimated 
here,and expreſly affirmed in other places,and yer made wor- 
thie of it by their owne vnrighteous behaviour : as is noted in 
Pharaeh,and other obſtinate rebels, 


- Verſe .. Allthat are proud in heart,ave abomination to the 
Lord : though hand ioyne in handhe ſhailnot be vupaniſhed. - 


A L L\ All ſorts and degrees of men,male or female, yong 
or old, high or low, and cuery particuler perſon,of what 
condition ſocuer,that areproud in heart whole hearts are lof- 
rie,and void of humilitie; and the heart is therefore ſpecthied, 
becauſe pride is ſeatedin ir, and loweth fromir, and that no 
man ſhould challenge to himſelfe any immunitie from the 
wretched eſtate of the proude, vnleflc his heart bee ſeaſoned 
with humilitie, Hethat hath an high nmindegthough he beare 
a low ſaile, and keepe a ſmall port, without pompe and bra- 
uerie, may bee as loathſome inthe eyes of the Lord, as ſome 
others that ſer foorth themſclues with greater ſhewes, Yet 
note that hee ſaichnot, all thar have pridein their hearts, for 
who can be fully freed from it ſo !ong as hee is cloathed with 
mortalitie ? but they that are proud in heart, and ſo beenone 
that vofainedly feare God; for rhar-manner of ſpeech inten» 
detlvthe habitor dominion of pride, which is onely in the vn» 
regeherate: are 4# abomination to the Lord, hee: haththemin 
deceſtation,and catinort abide them:rhough hard ioyne in hand, 
notwirhſtanding that they vnite their torces, and combine 
themſclues together for their defenceand ſaferie, beſhal{not be 
wnpuniſhed, not one of them ſhall eſcape the ſtrokes of God; 
though foc a time he deferre his iudgemems,'/ ©! = 1c 


Ver f.6, 


\ 
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Verſ.6, By mercie aud trath ſhall iniquitie be purged: and by 
the feare of the Lord men depart from enill, 


Y mercie | That kindnefle and free loue which the Lord 

bearethto his elect, [4nd tratb|the faithfull accompliſh- 
ment of his promiſes(and inthe ſame ſenſe are the ſame words 
taken in Chapter 14:8.22, To them that thinks on good things 
ſhall be mercie and truth )| iniquitie ſhall be purged] as well ori- 
ginall guilt as actuall tranſgreſſions, and all that is amiſſe in 
the nature, and hearts; and waies of Gods choſen,ſhall be re- 
mitted and waſhed away through the blood of Ieſus Chrif, 
That this is the meaning ofthis ſentence,it appeareth by the 
force of the word, that ſignifteth to make expiarion, which 
properly belonged to Chriſt to doe, though typically the 
Prielts of the law were ſaid to expiate by the ſacrifices which 
they offcred. For hee (as S.Tohn witnefleth) which is our Ad- 


uocate with the Father, is likewiſe the propitiation ſor our 1.Ioh z.z, 


finnes :| and by the feare of the Lord) the knowledge of his 
will,cthe reverence of his Maieſtie, and the regard of his fa- 
uour, [men depart from iniquitie they decline from wicked 
waics,and doe theſe things which are lawfull and good, Yet 
neither of them are ia full perfeRion, though both of them in 
finceritieand truth, Sothar he declareth the cauſes of iuſtifica- 
tion in the former clauſe, and the exerciſe of ſanRification in 
the latter : ſhewing by whom fins are pardoned, inthe one; 
andto whom the afſurancerhereofpertaineth,in the other, 


Verſ. 7. hen the Lord is pleaſed with the waies of a man, be 
will make his enemies at peace with him, - {\ 


VV Hen the Lord is pleaſed with the waies of « man|Whe 
\ VY any perſon leadeth a holie and righteous life, with 
faith and.integritie, according tothe rule ot his word, | be will 
wake his enemies at peace with him hee will cauſe his aduerſa- 
riesto lay aſide their hatred, and bearc good will to him, and 
deale friendly withhim, | 
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This commeth to paſſe often, butnot alwaies : neither 
would the holy Ghoſthaue itraken for a perpetuall rule; for 
how then ſhould that be verified which our Sauiour told his 
Diſciples,that they ſhould be betrayed of their parents,and bre- 
thren,and kinſmen, andfriends, and be hated of allmen for his 
vames ſake : which wee ſee vyſually come to paſſe alſoin our 
times: Bur this is the beſt meanesto reconcile them ynto ys, 
and winne their louecither ſooner or later, as experience di- 
vers times declareth, And this procureth proteRtion from 
God, though malice bee nothing diminiſhed in them. And 
this may occaſion them now and then to doe vs a good tutne 
in a fit, as the Egyptians did to the Iſraelites ; or before they 
are ware, as Haman did to MHordecai, though they beareno 
good affetion to vs. 


Ver. 8. Better is a little with righteouſneſſe, then great re« 
wenues without equitie, 


Etter,more comfortable and profitable s 4 /ittle, ſmall 
ſubſtance or maintenance with righteonſneſſe, when'the 
man himſelfe is iuſt and godly, and his poſſeſſions are well 
gotten and vſed, then great rewenues,cithera large ſtocke,and 
ſtore of money,or any kind of riches,or lands, or penſions, or 
commings in, whatſoeuer, Without equity, which are yniuftly 


B 


come by,vhrighteouſly kept,or ynlawfully ſpent. 


Verſ. 9. Thehearrof a man purpoſerh his way : but the Lord 
direfteth his ſteps. | 
MY deuices, intents, andreſolutions are in'the minds 
ofmen : but the Lord direfteth his ſteps, his prouidence 
cauſeth their determinations either to proceed and take effect 


(vihenthey intendro Yoetharwhichthe hath decreedr ſhale 
done)or elſe to be fftayedandhindred;” when heypabo Fro 


themſclues thoſe things which hee hath not appointed, 'Arid 
becauſe the whole courſe of mansaftions is reſembled'to a 
=; x doth callallhis particular proceedings ther- 
in, is ſteps. OH C3 1 9514 
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. Verſe.,10.4/ ſage ſentence ſhould be in the lips of the King : 
bis month ſhould not t: anſgreſſe in indgement, 


Sage ſentence]The word fignifieth a diuination, bein 
AE very often in hello for the prediQtions + __ 
the Soothſayers and Aſtrologers, and ſo is forbiddenin the 
Law, Deur.18.10. And ſometimes in good part, as Iſai. 3.2, 
The Lord will take from leruſalemthe ſtrong man, and the man 
of warre,the Indge ana the Prophet,the Dinmer or prudent man - 
who by obſeruation of cauſes can foreſee what effects are like 
to follow)andthe aged. And in Micah.3.6.there is athreatning 
that night and darknefſe ( meaning Gods iudgements .ypon 
their minds, or bodies,or both) ſhall keepe them from viſion 
and diuination, And ſoheere iris preſcribed as the Kings du- 
tie, and commended as his vertue, and not reproued as his 
fault. And hereby is intimated, that a wiſe equall manner of 
proceeding inall cauſes /honld be in the lips of the King in the 
words and ſayings of the Ruler, and ſfoueraigne Gouernour, 
and of the ſubordinate Magilirates vnder him, who are depu- 
ted to ſupply his place for him: þ7; month ſhould not tranſgreſſe 
in indgement: neither he nor they ought to paſſe or award any 
vniuſt ſentence,or otherwiſe vtter vnrighteous ſpeeches, bug 
deale vprightly cowards cucry- man in euery matter, 


Verſ. rt. Theweight and ballance of indgement are of the 
Lord: all the werghts of the bag are hi: worke. 


Þ weioht and ballaxce of indgement ] luſt, even, ande- 

quall meaſures;and all yprighr and faithfull dealing in e- 
very reſpet,are of the Lord, commanded and appointed by « : 
him, accordingas it isfaid inthe Law,Thox oalt have a right Deut.25,45.16; 
and in? eight; a perfe(t and 'a mit meaſure ſhalt thou bane, | 
that thy daies may bee lengthened in the land which the Lord 
thy God grueth thee, For all that doe vnrighteonſly are abo- 
mination-to the Lord thy God. | all the Werghts| the grear and 
the ſmall;and ofthe middle ſize of the bagge, which men yſe 
wy g 3 to 
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roputinto the bag for the better and ſafer keeping of them, 
[ave his aw; Yoga found out and inuented by his 
ſpeciall prouidenceanddireQion;and warranted by his word, 
Be the benefit of humane ſociety, and preſcruarion of equitie 
in the trafficke of one man with another, Heerein is a ſecret 
admonition contained by conſequence, that no man peruert 
them to fr2ud and deceit, becauſe that man is not onely there« 
by damnified, but Gods owne ordinance is thereby viola- 
ted. 


Vetrſ.12. It is an abomination for Kings to commit wicked- 
meſſe : for the throne u« eſtabliſhea by initice, 


| bf is an abomination : An horrible and loathſome thing, 
wherewith the Lord is highly diſpleaſed, for Kings, for 
great and mighty men, and Magiſtrates of cuery degree, ts 
commit wickedneſſe, to walke in impious, vncleane, and vn- 
righteous waies : for the throxe, their honour, and ſafery, and 
good eſtate cuery way, 7s eftabliſhed by inftice, made firme, 
and continued the longer, by their faithfull and vpright beha- 
uiour towards God and their people. The former clauſe de- 
claring whac a gricuous crime it is for men in high place to be 
ſinfull and euill, is confirmed in the latter, by a reaſon from 
the contrary effects, rhe ſafery and Rability of their cſtates 
who duly miniſter iuttice, and vprightly exerciſe verrue, inti- 
mating conſequently that iniquitie and finne will yndermine 
and ruinatethe power and dignity of the greateſt, 


Verſ. 13. Righteons lips are the delight of Kings: and the 
King loweth him that ſpeaketh right hos. 


He latter clauſe ſheweth what is the ſenſe of the former, 

that when it is ſaid, Righteows lips are the delight of kings, 
is meant, that Kings and great perſonages will affeQ ſuch as 
ſpeake wich truth, wiſedome and faithfulnefle. This often 
commeth to paſle, bur oftcner faileth, more mightic men fa 
wouring flatterers and Sycophants, then ſuch as arc vpeighr 
=g 
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ja their ſpeeches. And yetis thereno vntruthin the ſentence, 
becauſe the purpote thereof is to ſhew what is done by forme, 
and ought tobe done by all. Ir is therefore giucn as 2 preceprt 
to Princes and ſuperiours,to make much of themthat ſpeake 
plainely with indgement and difcretion : and an encourage- 
ment to ſubiects andinferiours,to yic rheir lips ſo, with expe= 
Ration of fauour thereby, if not from mighty mcn in the 
earth, yet from the Almighty Godin heauen. 


Verſ. 14. Thewrath of a King is as meſſengers of death : but 


4 wiſe man will pacifie it, 


Ek wrath of a King | His indignation ufily and ypon due 
cauſe kindled againſt his ſeruants or ſubiccts,! x as meſſex- 
gers of death] dothportend and threaten ſome grear puniſh= 
ment,if nor preſent death, to the parties with whom hee is of- 
fended,if they fall into his hands :| but 4 wiſe wan will pacifie 
it |he will endeauour either by his owne meanes, fic opportu- 
nity being taken; or by mediation of others,who ſhalbe bet- 
ter regarded,to aflwagehisanger, 


Verl. 15. Inthe light of the Kings conntenance it life ; and 
bus fanonr us as acloud of the latter raine, 


—_ meaning of this ſentence is, that where the King and 
great perſonages do affe&t,and make manitett their loue, 
there is ioy, and credit, and proteQion, andprefermenr, and. 
all ſuch proſperity as mau may bee a meanes of: for ſo much 
the word [/ife] doth import : and the ſeme is amplified by the 
twofimilitudes of lightſome and comfortable ſun- ſhine,and' 
of fruitfull and profitable ſhowers; ſpecially thoſe which 
they called the latter raine, wherby the ground was refreſhed 
after the drought. and the.corne wasripened before the har-. 
ueit, Andyet arc nor all promilcuouſly, withour difference, . 
in ſo happic an eſtate when (u periours doe ſet by them, vnleſle 
the Lord doc alſo grace them: for mans friendſhip can neuer- 
do goodyato Gods enemies, as may appeazeby the condition 
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of Noeg,and of the noble man,ypon whom the King of Tſra= 
el leaned ; and ofthe Prieſts of Baal, whom [ezabel maintai- 
ned; andofthe falſe Prophets, whom Abab reſpeRted, 


Verſ. 16. How much better i it to get wiſedome then goldt 
and to get underſtanding is more to be defiredrhen filner, 


HP” much better | It is ſo farre better to ſecke and finde 
heanenly wiſedome,and the knowledge of God rather 
then gold, yea cuen that whichis fine andpretious, (as the 
word importcth) and filuer, as thatthe ods and difference is 
inexplicable; the greatnefle of it cannot bee vttered.; the one 
being of an heaucnly nature,and the grace of Gods ſpirit; the 
other being earthly, and digged out of the ground: the one 
being durable, and euerlaſting; and the other momentany 
and ofno continuance : the one being peculiar and proper to 
good men; andthe other commonto all, and communicated 
ro the worſt ſort: the one being a pledge and teſtimonie of 
Gods loue, and the other mingled many times with his in« 
dignation :the one ſtanding to a man, and comforting him at 
death, and in all diſtreſſes; and the other failing him at his 
greateſt need,and leaving him helpleſie.in the middeRt of his 
milery, | 


Verſe17. Thepath of the righteous is to decline from enill: 
and be keepeth his ſoule that keepeth his way, 


= path of therighteous] The wonted and moſt confiant 
conuerſarion of all good men, that which they moſt de- 
fire and endeauour, | zs to decline from enill] to abſtaine from 
fin and iniquitie,and all that may allure thereunto : and con=- 
trariwiſe to performe,as farre as in them lieth,cuery Chriſtian 
dutie that is required at their nands ;| and be keeperh his ſoule] 
he preſerueth himſelfe both ſoulc and body from deſtruRion, 
and all kind of plagues, [that keepeth his way] which ordereth 
his life aright, and walketh yprightly in obedience re Gods 
holy Commandements, | 


: Vetſ, 
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Verſe 18. Pride geeth before deftruftion, and an high minde 
before the fall. 


| nr goeth before defirattion, &c.|That commonly com- 
Z& meth to paſſe, that before any great plague befall che wic- 
ked, they grow inſolent and preſumptuous, ſetting foorth 
themſeclues ambitiouſly,'and ſeeking vaine-glorie, in words 
and deeds, in geſtures or countenance: or at leaſt their hearts 
are lifted vp,as itis teftified in the latter clauſe, And where ci- 
ther ſtately or ſtubborne behauiour,or an hautic minde do go 
before, there ſome notable iudgement of God will certaialy 
follow after, ynlefle humiliation and repentance come be= 
tWeene, 


Verſ.19, Better it is to be of an humble minde with the afflis 
fed,then to divide the ſboyles with the proud, 


Etter it is | It is more comfortable, more honourable, 

more profitable;more ſafe and cafie, to bee of an humble 
minde, or as the Hebrew word is, of an humble fpirit,not arti- 
ficially in pride or policie to make ſemblance of humilitie, or 
onely by naturall diſpofitionto be leſſe ambitious then many 
others ; but to haue the true habir of humilitie, being beauri= 
fied and fanRified with the grace thereof, with the affiifted, 
albeit wee ſhould bepoore, or oppreſſed, or paſſe vnder any 
other crofſes,as many, and the moſt,and welneere all doe, or 
have done, that are heartily humbled, then to divide the ſpoyles 
with the proude, then to preuaile in our attempts, and get vi- 
Qories for glorie,and riches for Rate, with the proude, in that 
manner,and withthat minde, as violent and arrogant. oppreſ- 
ſors vie to doe, 

He alludethto the winning and ſacking of Cities, and pre- 
ferreth the condition of the people ſubdued, and ſpoyled of 
their ſubltance,ifthey bee lowly, before the (tate of the war- 
riers conquering, and carrying away the wealth, if they bee - 
puffed yp with pride,” | | 
| Verſ.20. 
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Verſe 20. Heethat bearkeneth to theword, ſoallfiude good + 
and bleſſed 15 he that truſteth in the Lord, 


Hz that hearkeneth tothe word, | Which applieth his care, 
and minde, and heart tothe ſacred word and doArine of 
God, both written and preached, ſha#l frde peod, ſhall obraine 
all ſuch graces for his ſoule, and bleſſings for his body, as may 
teliifie Gods fauour towards him : And bleſſedis he that tru- 
feth inthe Lord. This latter clauſes an explication of the for- 
mer,ſfhewing the good that ispromiſed, to be bleflednefle ir 
ſelfe : a ſufficiencie of comfort and proſperitie inthis life, and 
a full perfetion of glorie and felicitic in the life ro come : and 
the attention required to bee ſuch as is accompanied with 
faith,that the word bee not onely marked, but allo beleeued; 
and God when he ſpeaketh, haucnor only heed giuen to him, 
but confidence likewiſe repoſed in him. 


Verſe 21. The wiſe in heart ſhall be ealled prudent : and the- 
ſweetnes of the lips ſhall increaſe Doltrine, 


fr wiſe inheart|Re whichis godly wiſe,and wiſe to ſal. 
uation, who hath knowledge and finceritic mixed toge- 
ther in his ſoule, ſhallbe called prudent, (hall ſhew himſelfe,be 
knowne,and iultly commended,to be aiudiciousand diſcreet 
perſon, both in the mouthes of godly men, and in the conſci- 
ences of wicked men,and by good eff« Qs at laſt inthe fight of 
all men: a»d the ſweetnes of the lips ſhall increaſe knowledge. 
The former part of the ſentence declareth what good the 
wiſe doe get » wiſedome ; that they attainctothe vertue and 
praiſe of prudence : and in this latter, what good: they doe by 
the ſame to others, whichis ſpecified onely in their words, in 
their well-ſcaſoned and comfortable fpeeches , called the 
ſweernes of the lippes, that thereby groweth increaſe of do- 
Urine,tocuery attentive and diligent hearer, bothfor admo- 
; pition,infiruction,conſolation,and curry othorvic, as oppor- 

portunitic ſerueth, | r bat. 

| Verl.23: 


——_— 
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Vesſ(.22 «H; :derflanding O15 4 wel-ſbring of hfe te thew that 
haxe it : but the infiruition of foales is folhe, - 


T Nderftanding]Fhe true knowledge of Gods holie will 
is a wel-ſpring of life, a precious poſſeſſion, as founcaines 
Kvere in thoſe countries; and a comfortable,conftant,necefſa- 
rie, and effeQuall meanes of ſaluation, to them that haue it, 
whoſe mindes are ſoundly illuminated, and cheir hearts graci= 
ouſly ſeaſoned therewith : but the inftruttion of fooles, thole. 
 perſwaſions which ſinful men vſe,and that aduice which they 
giuein Read of inſtruftions, ts follie, corrupt and wicked for 
matter, and pernicious and hurrtull for effect. 

Thus ſtanderh the oppoſition : Vnderftanding is a wel- 
ſpring of life to thoſe thatpoſlefle it,and thereforerhe coun- 
£1 of wiſe men is wiſedome : and ignorance is the fountaine 
of death torhem that are poſleſied of ir, and therefore the in» 
ficuction of fooles is follie, 


Verſe 23. The heart of the wiſe guideth his month aright and 
' addeth dottrine to his lips, x 


== heart of the wiſe] His knowledge and iudgement, his 
prudence and diſcretion, deth gaide bis month aright, di- 
ret him when to ſpeake, and whento hold his peace, & whar 
to ſay,and what to conceale. His Joue to goodnefle induceth 
him co declarethat whichis good; and his hatred of naughti- 
nes doth cauſe him to refraine fromall words that are naught: 
and addeth deftrine ta bis lips,miniftreth macter of wholeſome 
leſſons for them to deliuer. Ie getteth knowledge,and keepeth 
it,and they being Rored therewith, doe viter the ſame for the 
inſtruionof others, 


Verſe 24, Faire words are as an hony combe : ſweetneſs to 
the ſoule,and health to the bones, 


(397 and comfortable ſayings rightly grounded on the 
| noly Scriptures, and ficly applicd to dana --" 
par 


253 ProvErss. Chap.16. 


pared hearts, whether publikely or privately, are 4s an hong. 

combe, ſweetnes tothe ſoule, they bring great ioy and gladnes 
to an vpright heart,as hony or orher {weete things doe much 
delight the tate, and health ro the boxer, are meanes of good 
tothe whole bodie, for conſeruation of health,or reſtitution 
to it,by the cheerefulnes of the mind,and the fauour and ble(- 
ſing of God. 


Verſ.25.There is a way that ſeemeth right toa man : but the 
sſſue thereof are the wares of death. 


rk is a way| An vngodly, but a common courſe of life, 
_ 4 which 2!l voregenerate perſons doe take, that ſeemeth 
rignt toaman, wherein hee pleaſeth himſelfe : and being et- 
ther blindſolded by luſt, or mifled by-carnall reaſon,cuſtome, 
or con:yanie,thinkethit notto bee very difpleaſing to God,or 
dangerous to himſclfe : but the iſſue thereof are the waies of 
deathgin the end it will bring them to defiruction, toward 
which they haue been trauelling alltheic lite time before, See 


chapter 12,verſe 15. and chapter 14,yerſe 12. where the ſelfe 
ſame words haue beenexpounded, 


Verſe 26. The troubleſome perſon bringeth trouble to him- 
ſelfe,for his month doth recoile ypon himſelfe. * 


FI" He troubleſome perſon] Which taketh a delight, and ſee- 
.-&. kethoccafions to moleſt others'which haue done him no 
hurt, bri»geth trouble to himſeife, procureth his owne hurt or 
vexation of mine: for his month recoileth vpon himſelfe, his 
falſe or malicious ſpeeches, whereby hee diffameth his neigh- 
bours,*r otherwiſe ſecketh tro work their forrow,turne to his 
owne ſhame and diſcredit,if nor lofle,or further puniſhment. 

\* Verſe 25; A wiched perſon dirgeth vp enill, and in bis lips is 


as it were burning fire, 

: \ Wicked perſon] A naughtie, leaud, 'and wicked man;dig- 
Ageth:vp ell; ſecterly ynder ihand layerh plots for the 

jeyzc'y ſubuerſion 
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ſubuerſion ofhisneighbours fate, whom lice maligneth, ag 
pioners ynderminethe foundations of cities or houſes :| ad 
in his lips is as it were burning fire] he breatheth out pernirious 
and euill words,tending as muchto the ruine and deftruQion 
ofthe parties againſt whom theyare ſpoken, as fire kindling 
ypon an houſe doth to the conſumption both ofthe buildipg, 
and ſtuffe thatis init. TOTS BIS 


Verſ.28. Afro\vardperſon ſoweth frrife zanda tale: teller ſea 
parateth chiefe friends. 


Fry perſon] A man of frowardnes (ſaith the original 
text) hethat is giuen to vnquierneſle, and tobee a buſie 
body, peruerting other mens words and waies, and nouriſh= 
ing peeuiſhneſle and finfulnes in himſelfe, [ ſowerh frife | rai- 
ſeth contentions,and cauſeth debate betweene man and man, 
which-agreed wel cogether before: [and a tale-bearer|a pick- 
thanke,which ynder colourandprerence of loue doth ſecrets 
ly whiſper in mens cares, and maliciouſly informe them a> 

inſt their innocent and faithfull wel-willers, [ ſeparaterh 
chiefe friends] che word that often ſignifieth a Prince,a guide, 
or captaine,is ſometimes taken alſo for aprincipall friend, or, . 
as we ſay,a Prince of friends, as heere and in the next chapter 
following, verſ.9:and Pſalm. 5 5; verſ.1'3. /t was thox, O man, 
enen my compantoy, my efpeciall friend, and 'my familiar. And 
<HMicah 7.vetl, 5. Truft yeenor « friend, &c.* The meaning - 
thenis;that he ſetteth variance berweene thoſe that were in-- 
ward together,and fingularly-affeted one towards another. 


Verlſ. 29. Awicked mot deceineth bis neighbour and leadeth 
him into 4 way that is not good, 


? ER. So y- e 
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IN WILTVENA KOEN 

pen Was] Hethat ishead-frong, and wilfully given 
to tranſgreſſe the lawes of God, in regard whereof the 

originall text calleth him, 4 mas of violence, | deceineth bis 

weighboy] inſeeth themindsofthoſe'with' whomhee con- 

uerlethyhis oxtpurs,perfivading'thom:of the vaduuticſſe Of 

4 "- 
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that which.is valawfull,and of ſafery whereis perillz and that 
that is cuill whichis good and laudable, and ſometimes ne- 
cellary: [ and leadeth him intoa way that #5 not good| corrup=- 
teth his converſation with vices, and draweth himynto ſuch 
.courſesas are both finfull and hurifull, 


' Vetſ. 30. He ſhutteth his eyes to deniſe wichedneſſe : bee mo-= 
weth bis lips,and bringeth enill to paſſe, 


H E] The wicked man formerly ſpoken of, | antteth his 
eyes todeniſe nickedneſſe| ieriouſly ſetteth his mind vpon 
mifchicfe,'and would nor hauc his thoughts diftrated and 
drawneaway fromit, by looking heere and there vpon any 
obieKs; mcaning that.hee is very incentive to inuent that 
which may doe hurt :| be moxeth his lips] hee ſpeaketh ſoftly, 
and whiſpereth; he dealcth ciotely,& would not bee knowne 
in his praQtiſes, leſt he ſhould bepreuented, [and bringeth emill 
to paſſe by his induſtric and ſecrecie doth many ſhrewd turns, 
and worketh much villanie. 


Verſ.; t. The gray headis Acrowne of glory when it is found 
in the way of righteonſneſſe, , | 


FI Hegray head] Oldage, whereof gray haires and a hoare 

,& headis a ſigne,|is. a crowne of glory]yecldeth commenda- 
tionto the aged perſon, and maketh himreverent, | when it 5s 
found inthe way of righteouſneſſe when the old man doth ſhew 
himſelfe to be religious and righteous, whether hee hath led 
his lifein that manner from his youth, or whether he hath bin 
conuerted roit now in his latter time... 


Verſ. 32, Hethat is ſlow to wrath,is better then the wighty 
man :.and be.that yaleth his owne mind, is better then he that 
winneth aCity, | 


Pf ſlow rowrath] Which will not beeprouokedto 
& Aa0ger withour due cauſe, uicictice having-duc cnſe.c9 
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bee angry,willpaſſe the' bounds of moderatidtjantimeaſire, 
[4s better then the mighty man}is more to bee commended for 
his ttengrh and forticude,then he thar is boiſterqus}& fron 
of body.:[and he that 'rmlerhhis mind-} which reprefſerh' Ws, 
keepeth vnderhis intemperite paſſions and viokntvffeRtions 
of cuery ſort,[is better then he that winneth a City] hath grea= 
ter power,anddotha more worthie expIvit,thenr hewhich b 
force of armes. doth ouercome and conquer whole Cities, 
Caſtles,and Countries, 


| Verſ.34. The lot tr eaft into the lap but the whilk diſpoſi. 
tionthercof is of the Lord, £970120 DQTaar" ITE 


He let] Which was much in'vſe among the people of 
'T Gato for diuifion of lands,as Numb. 26. 55: and for 
other cauſes,as appeareth inmiany places of the'Scriprures | is 
cait into the lap]into ſome fecret or cloſe place; &that which 
was moſt ordinarie with them, is put for many other, as hats, : 
fits, pors, boxes, or whatſoeuerelſc: [but the whole diſpoſition 
thereof |che particular ordering.guiding, and government of 
ofir, | is of the Lord] _—_— immediate- prouidence, without 
either chancezart;or labour, And vodec lot he comprehenderh 
all other accidents whicharethought to bee meerely caſuall, 
and wholly-ſubieRro fortune. TT SHR? OO Rte © O91 
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Veiſ' 1. Petter is a morſell of drie bread, and peace there= 
with,then a houſe full of ſacrifices with ſirife, \ 
2DEEEter|More comfortable, ſfafe,and wholeſome, . 
2b)  vV; [is amorſell of driebread|acrult(as weevſeto 
{EIS lay) without any other catesor diſhes, ſlender 
4 [3 & fare,:a ſmail-pitrance, and that alſo courſe.and 
Rae homely, [ardpeace therewith\ ifthere be Chti- | 
ſian loue,quictneſle,and good agreement, | then an houſe full 
yt SY p 


Lam.5.5. 


p62 'Provenss. 
of ſacrifices] great abundance of dainty cheere, as they vſed to 
haue when they offered peace offerings, asmay appeare chap, 
7.yerſ.14. Andto that cuſtome S. James ſcemeth toallude, 


WP +» 
% 


when ho faith, Tow haxe nowriſhed your hearts as in 4 day of ſa= 
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" Verſ.2. 4 diſcreet ſernant ſhallhawe rule oner aleaud ſonne, 


and be ſpall dinide the inheritance among the brethren, 


Diſcreet ſernant] A faithfull,pai nefull,and wiſe ſervant, 
Avon a bondman, | ſhall. bawe rule oner a leaud ſonne] 
ſh 


= 


be preferred before arude and Jiflolute child,and ſome= 


times be ſet ouerhim as a gouernour :[ and be ſhall dinide the 


inheritance among the brethren) {hall bee as one of them, and 
have a portion among them, and bee as it were in the roome 


| eftheecldeſtbrother,hauing the chiefe handin making diuifi- 


oh of the. goods and lands berweene the otherſonnes and 
daughters. et SP 7? Ex | _ 
This indeed. is ſometimes verified according to the letter 


.and words of the ſentence,thar ſeruants be made Executors to 


theirmaſters,and guardians to their maſters children: but the 
drift hereof is toſhew,that they which are low may be exalted 
by yertue,& they whicharebigh, may be brought downe by 
vice: that wiſdomepreferreth diuers, aboue them that might 
haue beentheir betters, and follie depriueth many of thoſe 
prerogatiues which otherwiſe they ſhould haue enioyed. 


Verſ.3. The fining pot ts for filuer and the furnace for gold: : 
but the Lord trieth the bearts. os 


AT fining pot for ſiluer ] Gold-ſmiths haue their veſſels, 

4 wherein they proue and trie the gold and filuer from 
drofſe and corruption;bat the Lord trietbthe hearts he alone 
ſcarcheth them, and knoweth them; and none but heeby 


grace can purifie them,though man by art can refine metals, 
and make them more pretious, 


Yer. 
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Verſe q, The wicked man gineth heed tofalſe lips : and a lar 
bearkenerh to the naughty tongue, 


"ome man\Hethatis giuen to worke miſchiefe,[ gi+ 
weth heedto falſe lips] willingly lifteneth to the ſhrewd 
words that men thatabuſe their lips to falſhood, doe ſpeake 2 


[and a liar lifteneth to the nanghty tongue |heethatis wont to”) 


tell lies,and other vngratious tales,is glad to heare lies, and 0- 
ther ſpeeches that are malicious and hurtfull, 


Verſ'y. He that mocketh the poore,reprocheth him that made 
bim:and he that reieyceth at his aduerſitie ſhall not be innocent, 


H E that meoketh] Which offereth deſpite to, and vilifieth 
by word,deed,or geſture, whether in the way of ieft, or 
bitter diſdaine, | thepoore ] nor onely themthat want wealth, 
but which are in any affliction, either externally, or intheir 
ſoules,[reprocheth him that made him| doth af'er a ſort ſcorne 
and ſcoffe at God, who created the man,and allotted him that 


efate; as hethar laugherh ar the worke, doth conſequently 


deride the artificer,| and he that reioyceth at his aduer firy ſhall 
rot be innocent not onely he tharſheweth apparent contempt 
of the man afflicted, but which is glad in his heart for his miſc- 


ry andaffliQion,ſhall ſeuerely be puniſhed, 


Verſ 6. Childrens children are the crowne of the elders, and 
the glory of the children are their fathers. 


Ger map A long race, many nephewes, ſuch as 
we call grand-children,and thoſe of many deſcents, [are 
the crowne of the elders a comfort and creditto their parents, 
grandfachers, great-grandfathers, &c. | and the glory of the 
Children are their fathers itis an honour for the youngar ſort 
to haue deſcended from worthy progenitors; prouided yet in 
both cheſe caſcs,thar as well the anceſtors as the poſterity be 
verruous, & well adorned with graces of their owne, _ 
T fool 
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fooliſh vitious children can nothing credit their wiſe & godly 
progenitors, as Rehoboam and his ſon added nothing to the 
plory of Dauid and Salomon : neither can ſinfull anceſtors cis 
ther yeeld honourto, orreceiue honour from their ſeed that 
is holy and religious. That bleſſed Hezekzah was in no ſort 
dignifi:d by his wicked father Ahaz.: nor was that wicked 
Ahaz any whit graced by his bleſſed ſon Hezekiah. Andin 
caſe that both the elders and youngers, the fathers and chil- 
dren be 4 TB was curled Cham and his ſeed, and cru- 
el Cain andjis,no multitude,nor might,nor meanes, of what 
ſort focuer,can make either part honourable. 


. Verſ.7. Excellent ſpeech becommeth not « foole; muchleſſe 
lying talke an ingennomus perſon. 


Fi cellent ſpecch|Prayer,thankſgiuing, diſcourſe of God, of 
the Scriptures,of religion, of any holy things : the com- 
mendation of that which is good, the reproofe and diſprai- 
ſing of that which is cuill,|ecommeth not a foole | is not ſeems 
ly inthe mouth of a finfull ſort, which neither praRiiſeth, nor 
loueth, nor yndertandeththe points whereof hee ſpeakerh : 
{mxch leſſe lying talke ] any manner of corrupt communicati» 
on,whether it befalſe or filthy, worldly or bitter, or ſcoffing, 
oridle ;for one kind is put here for allthe reft :| beſeemerb an 


ingenuous perſon |is comely fora godly;wile, and honelt man, 


ſuch aone as is contrary to the foole formerly mentioned, in 
proſeflion,heart,and behauiour,to vtter. 


, Verſ.8. A reward is as aprecious ſtone;pleaſant in the eyes of 
bim that bath it : it proſpereth whither ſoener it twrneth, 


Reward|A giftor preſent beſtowed yp6a Magiſtrate, or 
£' Aofficer,or anythat may help or hinder a man in his cauſe, 
[i5 45 a precions ſtone, pleaſant in the ezes of hins that hath it| 
much regarded of him on whom itis beſtowed: [# proſpereth 
whitherſoener it twrneth ic takerh effe&, and bringeth good 
ſuccelle,to whatend ſocuer it is applicd;to cſcape puniſhmer, 
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to pacific wrath , to obtaine promotion, to get fauour in 
courts, to croſle ones aduerſatic, orto bring to paſſeany pure 
poſe. 


Verſe 9. Hethat conereth a fault, ſecketh lone : but hee that 
repeateth a matter,ſeparateth a chiefe friend. 


HE that conereth a fault]That paſſeth by an infirmirie,that 
burieth an offence, as much as may be, in ſilence, ſeekerh 
lone, by ſhewing loue to the partie,preſerueth concord where 
; kindneſſe was before, and taketh the way to make him his 
friend, who was before bur a ſtranger to him: bat he that re- 
| peaterh, which looketh too narrowly into cuery ſhppe, and is 
| raking into mens frailties, eſpecially ſo as ro blaze them a- 
| broad to others, ſeparaterh a chiefe friend, doth alienate the 
| mindes of thoſe that bee deareſt ynto him, and makerh chem 
his enemies, Yerir isnot againſtthe rule of loue torell men 
louingly of their faults; for that helpeth chem ro repentance 
and reformation, and cureth their credits,the blemiſh there- 
of being wiped away both from the eyes of God and men,as 
Saint /ames laich : If any of you hane erred from the truth, and Tam, 519.0. 
ſome man hath connerted him, let himnow, that hee that hath 
connerted the ſinner from going 5/iray ont of his way, ſhall ſane 
a ſoule from death, and ſhall h;de a multitude of ſinnes, Neither 
Is it ynfit, bur needfull ſometimes to acquaint others withthe 
tranſgreſſions of our neighbours, ifit belong vnto vs to bee 
their Phyſitians; as /oſeph did Jacob with theinfamie his bre= 
thren ranne into : and they of the houſe of Cloe did the Apo= 
file withthe contentions of the Corinthians, And in ſome ca» 
ſes ſome mens finnes muſt needes be diſcouered, for the ſafe- 
tie of the whole ſtate, both of Prince and people, of Church 
and Common-weale : for it isa ſure rule, that no mans faults 
are thento be concealed when any man may take hurt there- 
by. Sce Chop, 10.verſ.1 2, T 


T 3 Verſ\.10, 
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Verſe 10, eA reproofe entreth more into himihat hath un- 


derftanding,then an hundred ſtripes into a foole, 
A Reproofe] A'\rebuke and admonition onely though ſhore 


alſo,one word as it were, entreth more into him that hath 
vnderftanding, worketh more vpon his heart, and taketh bet. 
ter effeQ for reformation'of his faults, then an hundred ſtripes 
into a foole, then many grieuous puniſhments inflicted vpon a 


wicked perſon, which wanteth the ſound and ſauing know= 
ledge of God. 


The oppoſition is Son deſperate ſinners, gi- 


uen ouer vnto a reprobate ſenſe, and a godly man ; notwith= 
Randing that,Gods owne ele may alſo beepoſlefled with 
ſuch obſtinacie,ril the time of their conuerſion : and then their 
miſeries, with the worke of Gods holy ſpirit, will helpe them 
to humiliation and repentance, 


Verſe 11. e An enill man ſeeketh onely rebellion : and a crnell 
meſſenger ſhall be ſent againit him, | 


A N euifl man He that is deſtitute of Gods holy ſpirit, and 
| walketh after the fleſh, ſeebeth onely rebelhon, ſetteth 
himſclfe whollie to tranſgrefle the commandements of God, 
and delighteth in nothing ſo much as in that which is con- 
trarie to his will : and a craell meſſeuger ſhall be ſent againſ? 
him,cuenas Kings andother Princes ſend out ſome forces (if 
neede fo _——_ to ſuppreſle rebellions, and to apprehend 
and {cucrely-puniſh the Rebels : ſo the Lord armeth ſfome- 
times men with wrath and power againk his enemies, and 
ſometimes the Angels, and ſometimes the vnreaſonable crea- 
tures, ard ſometimes the. inſcn{ble creatures, to bee as it 
were his officers, appointed to plague them withour mer- 


cie, and ſometimes his owne hand inmediatly doth deftroy 
them, . 


Verl.12. 
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Verſe 12. Let 4 Beare robbed of her whelpes meete ama, 
and not a foole inbis folly, 


PHe ſheBeare, whoſe young ones haue been lately taken 
from her,exceedeth all other beaſts in rage & fiercenes. 
From thence doth Huſhaitake his fimilitude concerning Da- 
wid: Thou knoweſt(ſaith he to 4bſalom)hy father and his men, , $ am.17.d, 
that they be ſtrong men,and are chafedin minde,as a Beare rob- 
bed of her whelps in the field. And from thence doth the Lord 
draw a companiſonto exprefle the marry ofthe plagues 
wherewith he purpoſed ro puniſhtne finfull Iſraelites : / will gogr; 8, 
meete them as a Beare that ts robbed of her whelps, and will 
breake the kall of their hearts. And the immanitie of this beaſt 
may bee diſcerned by that which befell the wretched boyes 
which ſcoffedar El/i/ha,and werecurſed by hin, Ir is ſaid, that 
two Beares came out ofthe forreſt, and tare inpieces two & for- , King.x.24; 
tie of them. Andyertit is not ſo dangerous to meete with ſuch 
a Beare, as with a foole in his folly, as to fall into the hands of 
a wicked man in the extremitie of his wickednes and furie, 


Verſ.13. He that rewardeth exill for good,enillſtall not de- 
part from his houſe. | 


HE that rewardeth exill for good |That dealeth iniuriouſly 
and vukindly with him that hath declared his loue in 
outward curtefies any way for his benefit and profit, whether 
by word or deede; or hath ſought the faluation of his ſoule, 
by helping him againſt his'finnes, [ex:{]plagues and prmiſh- 
ments from God, and many times diſpleaſure from-men alſo, 
[et not depart from his bouſe] from himlelfe eſpecially, and 
om his wicked poſteritie, © © © 
Verſ.14. The beginning of firife is a he thet apeneth the wa- 
ters: wherefore oor e the contention be medled with leaut off. 
He beginning of rife) The perſon which is the beginner 
of ſtrife, he that giueth the onſer thereunto, is as be that 


T3 oneueth 


—_ 
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openeth the waters, that diggeth downethe heads of ponds, or 
bankes of riuers, whereby the waters are held in; which be- 
ing by this meancs let looſe, can neither be broughtin againe, 
norreſtrained from doing of hurt ; but the breach increaſeth, 
and cannot eaſily bee topped : and the ſtreame is violent, and 
cannot eahily bee ftaied : Wherefore, before the contention be 
medled with,leauc off. | If it be poltfible, ter there be. no. begin= 
ning of rite; but if there be; withſtand the proceeding, and 
giueYp before the matter grow to heat, & the ſuit to charges, 


Verſ. 1 b H e that inftifieth thewicked, and he that condem- 
neth the inſt,cuen they both are abomination tothe Lord, 


E that inftifieth the wicked] Which either publikely or 

priuately doth either warrant the vnlawfull aRions of 
ſinfull men; or cleereth them of the praRtiſe of that whereof 
. they areguilcie, or freeth them from the puniſhments which 
their faulrs doc iuftly require,and he that condemneth the inſt, 
imputingthoſe things -ynto them for faults, which indeed are 
vertues,ornot at all any offences, (as they did tothe Diſciples 
of Chritt, for plucking, rubbing, and eating the eares of corne 
on the Sabbath day, which inthat caſe might bee done with- 
out finne)or laying thoſe crimes to their cdarge,mereo? they 
are innocent and faultlefle : they both are abomination to the 
Lord, the one as well as the other is loathed and diſliked of 
him, and neither of them ſhall eſcaperhe iudgements which 
areto be executed by him, 


Verſe 16. Wherefore is there ap in in the hand of afoole ta 
buy wiſedome, ſeeing he hath no hears 7 | 


V Herefore is there a price in the hand of a foole|Whi 
Y. therto ſeruerh it that Fooliſh wicked man hath 
wealch, time, aridpther meanes)co kuy wiſedome, ptocure the 
knowledge of God: ſeeing he Mith' is heart, when hee hath 
neither wit, norwill $0.yſethem;tothar holy end ? The mea-+ 
ning-is, that a finfull man is nothing the better for all his ri- 


ches, 
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ches,or whatſoeuer elſe he poſſeſſeth, if hee haue no affeRion 


or defire to ſeeke and labour for ſound vnderſtanding. 


Verſ. 17. A friena loxeth at all times,and a brother is borne 
for aduer (ity. | 


Friend] He thatis true and truſtic, [ /oweth at all times] is 

conſtantin good will, and ready alwaies to performe c- 
uery dutie of kindnefle : | a»d a brother] a naturall and deere 
friend, and not euery naturall brother or kinſman, (torit is 
ſaid in the next chapter, verſ. 24. that a friend ix neerer then a 
brother : and in the 19. chapter,verſ. 7. All the brethren of the 
poore doe hate him) is borne for aduerſity | then beginnerthto 
ſhew himſelfe as if hee were new borne, when a man being in 


affliction hath moſt need of him. 


Verſ.18, A man void of vnderſtanding clappeth the band, 
taking vpon hins ſuretiſhip before his friend, 


Ao void of underſtanding] An vndiſcreet and fooliſh 
perſon [clappeth the hand] giueth his word for another 
mans debt, and confirmeth the ſame by giuing his hand or 
writing,or other meanes, ſuch as whereby a promiſe is ratift- 
ed : [taking vpon him ſuretiſhip before his friend] voluntarily, 
raſhly,and vnaduiſedly, being ready to offer himſelteto this 
burthen before he be intreatedthereunto, 


Verſ. 19. He that loueth ſtrife,loxeth tranſgreſſion : and he 
enlargeth his gate that ſeeketh abreach. 


E that loneth ſtrife] Which is not ypon neceſſitic drawne 

into contentions,nor through infirmitie ſometimes fal- 

leth thereinto, but rakerh delight in brawles and controuer- 
ies, | loneth tranſgreſſions is ſurely a wicked man, and taketh 
_ in finne, which is the cauſe of his vnquietnefle; and 
tkewiſe procureth manycyils to'enſue ypon debate and va= 
AS of hisrurbulent humour :[4#d be 

T 4 inlargeth 


riance, which are the 
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inlargeth Þis gate that ſeeketh a breach] he that picketh quar- 
rels, and is defirous to fall out with men with whom before 


he was at agreement, ſettethopena wide dooretoletin many 
miſchicfes. 


Verſe.20. He that bath a froward heart, ſhall not find goed : 
and be that ts peruerſe in his tongue, ſhall fall into exill, © - 


HE that hath a froward heart | Which is not onely miſled 
by ignorance,or ſubie&to faults by frailty,or oucrtaken 
at ſometimes by paſſions, but is giuen to bee wilfull and tub- 
borne, his ſoule is inthe power of frowardneſſe:| ſhall nst find 
good|ſhal obraine no fauour or blefling from God,but iudge- 
ments and curſes rather, both for his cuerlaſting Rate, andfor 
his preſent condition, howſocuer hee may ſeeme to poſleſle 
many earthly commodities : | and he that i pernerſe in his 
tongue] which abuſeth his tongue to ming, lying, flatre- 
ring,railing, filthineſſe or any other leaud ſpeaking, | ſhallfall 
into enill | ſhall feele and find inthe end ſome heauie Rroke of 
God to light vpon him, 


Verſ.21. He that begetteth a foole begetteth him to his owne 
ſorrow : and the father of a foole ſhall baxe no toy, 


HE that begetteth a foole | The parents of thoſe children 
which are deſtitute of wiſdome and grace,[begetteth hins 
to his owne ſorrow| procure to themſelues matter of griefe in 
the very generation of an vngratious ſeed: but feele the bit- 
ternefle of it when they find the frowardneſſe and rebellion, 
and (it may be) the miſery and cuill end of ſuch (infull fonnes : 
[and the father of a foole ſhall hane no toy] His meaning is not, 
that they which haue wicked children are without all com- 
' fort: for thenthe beſt men,as Abraham, Iſaac,lacob, Daxid, 
and other excellent perſons, ſhould hauc been. altogether 
comfortleſſe,hauing godlefle ſons as well as godly : butthey 
can haue no reioycingin ſucha wicked progenie, ſo long as 
they continue intheir impiety and follie, = 
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Perſe 22.23.24+ ProveRBs: 271 
Vetſ. 22. Aioyful heart cauſeth good health : but a ſorrow- 
full mind drietb vp the bones, 


A Toyfull heart | Eſpecially that which is refreſhed and 
made merrie with godly ioy, | cauſeth health ]is many 
times as goodas phyſicke and wholeſome medicines for the 
reſtoring of health ro weake bodies, and keepeth the heal- 
thyin very good temper, by acertaine vitall _ which it 
conueiethintothem : [bus a ſorrowfull mind] an heauie ſpirit, 
which-is caſt downe- without iult cauſe, or beyond iuft mea- 
ſure, [ drieth vp the bones] cauſeththe body to bee our ofrune, 
and = diſeaſed, by conſuming the radicall moiſture,and 
—_ the. bones with aches, and waſteth the marrow that is 
inthem. 


Ver. 23... wicked man taketh a gift ont of the boſome to 
pernert the waies of inFtice, 


AW »14r | Both the partic that hath the bad cauſe, 
and ftandeth in it, and the yniuſt Iudge, or other corrupt 
Officers, that will bee induced to doe wrong, [ takethagrft ] 
which the one hath prepared to giue, and the other knoweth 
to be brought, [ ot of the boſome | cloſely and priuily, that 0= 
thers diſcerne itnot | to perwert the waies of inſtice | to ouere 
throw theright, and ſtop the courſe of Law, wherein (as in 
broadand high waies) the Magiſtrate ſhould walke without 
all partialicy. 


Verſe 24. Wiſdome ts in the face of him tbat hath vnderſtan- 
ding : but the eyes of a foole are in the ends of the earth. 


V Iſedome is in the face of him that hath underftanding} 
 Y Themodcſt,lightſome,and amiable countenance of 
a diſcreet and vertuous perſon, and eſpecially the ſtayednefle 
of his eyes, declareth and publiſherth him to bee wile; [ bat 
the eyes of 4 foole are in the ends of the earth } his lookes and 
counte= 


272 PROVERBS. Chap.17. 
countenance bewray and diſcouer the leaudnefſe, follie, and 
ſottiſhneſle that is within him, andnamely the inconſtancie 


or wandring of his eyes, rouing hither and thither, as if hee 
would looke from one fide of the land to the other, 


| Vetſe2s, e fooliſh ſonne is a vexation tohis father, anda 
bitterneſſe to her that bare him, 


H*= contemptuous and diſobedient behauiourto his pa» 


rents,and other leaud conditions,and (as it often falleth 


out) his vnhappie eſtate doth fill the hearts both of his farther 
and mother with anger,and with great griefe and ſorrow, 


Verſ.26. [t is not good enen to condemne the righteous,nor to 
ſtrike ingenuous men for equity, 


= z5 not good|but cuill ann hurtfull [ 70 condemmethe righte- 
ons | to {peake againſt, or paſſe ſentence ypon harmeleſle 
men with our lips; or ſo much as to cenſure them in our harts: 
[nor to ſmite ingenuous men |to puniſh well diſpoſed and faith- 
full perſons, whom the Scripture, in regard of the free ſpirit 
that is in them, whereby they are preſerued from the power 
and bondage of finne,andin regard of the dignitie thar grace 
hath aduanced them vnto,doth call by thename of free men 
and Princes,as the word here vſed doth 'Ggnific, | for equny] 
either for ſhunning that which is vnlawfull and naught, or 
doing that which is commendable and good, 


Verſ. 27. He that hath knowledge, ſpareth his words : and a 
man of under/tanding is of a coole ſpirit. | 

28. Emen a foole, when he holdeth his peace,ss counted wiſe: 
and he that ſhutteth hi; lips prudent. 


H:j that hath knowledge Which is endued with ſound wiſ- 
dome, | ſpareth his words] holdeth in and keepeth backe 
ynneceſſarie and fruitleſſe ſpeeches : hee delighteth nor. in 


ſpeaking much, bur in ſpeaking well : [ 4nd a man of onder- | 


ſtanding] 


_—_—__— 
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ſtanding] being both iudicious and godly, | « of a coole ſpirit ] 


is moderate, and well ſtayed in his affeRions : not eaſily bur- 
ſing forth into anger,butdiligently taking heed of the heate 
of his hart,and thereby is able to bridle his tongue from mul- 
tiplying of many and paſſionate words. | Exen a foole when he 
boldeth his peace,is conntedwiſe | Soexcellent a thing itis to 
keepe filence in time and place, that euen a filly perſon and 
Idiot holdipg his tongue,is deemed wiſe, and taken for a dif- 
- Creet man, becauſe that by focliſh babling hee. bewraierh not 
his ignorance and follie, 
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Verſe 1. For his deſire a man will ſceke, ſeparating himſelfe, 


and deale in enery matter, 


SLY Or his deſire 4 man will ſeeke| Every man will 
T7 \S apply <0 minde and endeauour h get that 

—EO2 which he affeQeth, ſeparating bimſelfe, auoi- 
ding all the lets and impediments which are 
like to crofle his defire, and will deale in exery 


matter, hee will attempt all ſuch courſes as may ſerue for the 
accompliſhment of his purpoſe. 


Verſe 2. A foole is not delighted with knowledge, but in diſ= 
conering his owne heart, | 


A Foole] A wicked perſon deſtitute of grace and wiſdome, 
and yet highly conceited thereof, bath no delight in vn- 
derſtanding,is not defirous to be truly wiſe, and therefore re= 


gardeth as little che meanes whereby hee may atcaineto wiſc= = 


dome,but in diſconering his owne heart, in ſhewing by word 
and deed, thar follic and naughtineſſe which procecdeth our 
of his corrupt and-wretched heart, nothing doth ſatisfic him, 
but that which is agreeable to his humours. Go 

erſ. 
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Verſ. 2. henthe wicked commeth, then commeth” contempt, 


and with the vile man,reproch, 


Hen the wicked commeth| When any man becom- 
V meth wicked,and waxerh finfull, chez commeth con- 
tempt, diſhonour and infamic follow faſt after him, his credit 
is growing into a conſumption, how great and many meanes 


 foeuerhe hath to yphold it: and with the vile man reproch, hee 


that is vicious,and by ill doing deſerueth ſhame, ſhall be ſure 
to haue ſhame & reproch of his companions :if men dare not 
ſpeake contemptuouſly to him,yet they will talke contempti- 
bly ofhim,or thoughthey ſhould be afraidto cenſure himin 
their word*,yetthey wil be bold to deſpiſe him in their minds. 


Verſ. 4. The words of an excellent mans mouth, are as deepe 
waters,thewelſpring of wiſedome,is as a flowing riner. 


He Words |The wholeſome and fruitful ſpeeches,of an exe 
cellent mans month, vwttered by godly men, and ſuch as 
feare the Lord:for to chem doth the holy Ghoſt youchſafe the 
title of excellencie : as when Danid ſaith in the Pſalmes, My 


gooaneſſe extendeth to the Samts that are in the earth, and to 


the excellent. And when Salomon ſaith inthis book, T he righ- 
teons is more excellent then his neighbour, They are as deep wa- 
zers,plentifull & copious, ſuch as faile not, nor can be drawne 
drieat any time, The welſpring of wiſedome 15 like a flo\ving ri- 
x#er,their hearts feed their mouthes, and thereour, wiſe, holy, 


and fruitfull words low abundantly, as avehement ftreame 


boylerh out of a rich fountaine. 


Verſ.5. To accept of the perſon of the wicked is not good,to 0+ 


werthrow the inſt man in indgement. 


=—_ accept of the perſon of thewicked|Tofree him'from pu- 
niſhment,or to ſhew him fauour in a bad matter, for his 
power, parentage, kindred,friends, wit, wealth,gifts, acquain= 
rance,or to regard any thing in him, without the cauſe, & wor 


good, 
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good, but dangerous & hurtfull,it will draw downe the indge= 
ments of Ged vpon thoſe Magiftrates,or perſons whatſoecuer, 
which vie {uch parciality : and he ſpeaketh in this manner,be= 
cauſe there is a ſhew of wiſdome,and policy,for gaine & ſafe- 
ty,by gratifying of them,in reſpect of the bribes which they 
will giue to haue their turnes ſerued, and the miſchiefe which 
they will worke to thoſe thatproceed ſeucrely againſt them, 
to onerthrowthe mit man in iudgem:-nt, this is the efiect thar 
commonly enſueth vpon the fauor that is ſhewed to the wice 
ked, &maketh the fin double : in ſo much as vorighteous ma= 
lefaQtors are ſpared.ſo much the harmeleſſe and innocent are 
oppreſſed : that hand which lifceth vp him, whom it ought to 
beate downe,will beate downe him,whom it ought to lift vp, 
Ei:her of theſe weregreat offences alone, but very grieuous 
when they are both conioyned together, It was a foule fault 
to ſeeke the releaſe of Barrabas, which had deſerucd to die; 
burrto haue him delivered, that Chriſt might be crucified, was 
intollerable wickedneſſe: and yetir would haue been more 
notorious & dereſtable, if Chritt had been condemned to die, 
by the practiſe and perſwahion of Barrabas, which thing ſom- 
times betallech the members of Chriſt, by the inſtigation of 
the ſucceſſors of Barrabas.The Shechemites aducntured to do 
that which is here condemned,and therefore they felt the pe- 
naltie which here is threarned : they would ſer vp Abimelech 
to be king, becauſe he was of their blood, and ſlew the other 
ſons of Gideon for his ſake, and athis requeſt, butin che end 
they found it rot 2 20d to accept of the perſon of the wic'ed, and ludg.9.45.- 
to exerthrow the 4/7 : forthey and-their city were deſtroyed, 
for taking part withtheir wicked kinſman, and offering. yio« 
lence to therighteous children of Grdeon, 


Verl.6. A fools lips come with irife,and his mouth calleth for 
ſtripes, 

7.' The mouth of a foole is his owne'deftrnttion, and hy lips 
are a ſnare for his ſoule, 


Foels lips come with riſe The wicked talke of a graceles 
foole, his railing, (landcring, lying, backbiting,chalien= 
BE5,- 
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ges,comparings, nipping, and girding,doe as direQly tend to 
quarrels, or brablings, as if they had legges to goe ynto con» 
tention : which is eſpecially ro be yaderſtood of them that be 
froward,proude, giuento ſcoffing, and others of like nature 
and diſpoſition : and his month calleth for ſtripes, the words of 
his mouth doeprouoke, and cuen call for blowes,and puniſh- 
ments,by his deſire ypon others, but by deſert and effet ypon 
himſclfe. The month of a foole is his owne deſtruftion,his ynad- 
uiſed and intemperate ſpeeches bring his owne ouerthrow, 
and his lips are for his ſoule,that matter which his lips doe ma- 
liciouſly or raſhly vcter, is an occaſion and meancs to intrap 
him,to the hazard of his Rate, life, and ſaluation. 


Verſ.8. The words of the tale-bearer are as ſfrokes, and they 
goe downe into the inward parts of the bell. 


TD words of the tale-bearer| The malicious accuſations 
which whiſperers doe ſecretly mutter againſt men be- 
hinde their backes,ars as {rokes,as wounds that are giuen by 
weapons :they doe them as much hurt by ſecking their infa- 
mie, or trouble, or by alienating the mindes, and good opini= 
ons of their friends and neighbours from them, as if they had 
{mittenthem with a ſword, axd they goe downe into the inward 
parts of the belly : they are like vnto darts, wherewith men are 
dangerouſly wounded, piercing (as it were) into the very ir- 
trailes, 


Verſe9. Exen he that is negligent in his buſneſſe,is brother 
to a waſler, 


HE that carrieth himſclfe ſlothfully in the workes of his 
calling, being without all care and endeuour to ſet for- 
wards his affaires,is brother to a Wafter,is like to himthatpro« 
digally waſteth his ſubſtance, as if he were his owne brother, 
and ſhall as certainly, though it may be not ſo ſpeedily, come 
to poucttie as he, For God yoketh themtogether as fit mares, 
with the ſame reproofes, with the ſamethreats, and with the 


ſame 
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fame puniſhments. Both are barren of all goodneſſe: bothare 


forward to any cuill exerciſe, and both ſhall be pinched with 
penuric ans want, And as in ſundrie reſpeQts the one is like 
to the other, ſoit is obſeruable that the one taketh much con- 
rentment inthe company and courſes of the other, with much 


familiaritic and frequencie, 


Verſe 10. The name of the Lord is a ſtrong tower : the righ- 


teons rmnneth to it,andis exalted, 


He name of the Lord|His fauourioyned with his mighty 
power, and faichfulnes towards his.people, is a /fron 
tower,as a Fort or Caſtle of defence is, forthe ſaferie of them 


that are within it : ſo hee preſerueth his from the violence of 


their aduerſaries, that would deſtroy or hurt them : the righ- 
teons,ſuch as be iuſt, and godly,and feare him, runxe vnto it, 
depend ypon him, and by prayer, and confidence, commit 
themſelues to his proteRion,againſt Satan, finne,damnation, 
and all manner of dangers both of ſoule and body, andare ex- 
alted,ſo kept fromthe rage of troubles,and the reach of their 
enemies,as if they were taken vp into an high Turret,or ſer in 
ſomeplace aloft,which no enemie could either yndermine, or 


aſfault,or ſhoote vp ynto.. 


Verſe 11. The ſubHance of the rich mas, is asit were his 


ftrong citie, and as a high wall in his imagination. 


N the former ſentence was declared wherein the godlie 
ſceke for fafetie, and finde it, andthatisin the name of the 
Lord: and in this, whereinthe wicked,eſpecially being weal- 
thie, preſume of defence, bur faile of ir, and that is intheir 
goods and pofſefſions. For they ſeeme 4 ſtrong citie, which no 


dangers can yanquiſh, and as high wall, that no miſerie can | 


ſcaleand climbe ouer : bur all is in their owne imagination, 
and nothing in truth : fer they are weake and low,andytrerly 


yoid of power againſt aoy.kinde of calamities, 


Verl.1 2. 
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Verſe 12. Before deftrudtion the heart of a man is haughtie, 
ad before giorie goeth lowlineſſe. 


Efore deſtruTion Before ſome grieuous calamitie,where- 

by a man is as 1: were broken in pieces (as the word im- 
porieth) with miſeric,torrow, or ſhame,the heart is hanghtie, 
the miade is puft yp wit, ſelfe-liking, and ſo groweth tecure, 
and cucl: iſe, and before plovie goerh lowlineſſe, when a man is 
bun:blein his owne eyes, and thinketh baſcly of himſelfe, and 
reuerently of others, and ſubmicteth himſelte to Crods hand, 
ra beare willingly whatlocuer he ſhall impo'le-ypon him, he is 
in the way totruc honour, if hee bee not aduanced to prefer- 


ment, yer hee ſhall be refreſhed with comfort, and inriched 
With graCCs, 


Verſ.13, He that anſwereth a matter before be bath heard 
$t,it is a fol aud « ſhame to him, 


*O make anſwere, or replie to a ſpeech, or at all to ſpeake 
of aoy matter, before a man hath chroughly heard, and 
fully informed himfelfe therein, is a raſh and indiſcreete part, f 
and the euill conſcquents thereof, cannot but redound much 
to his diſcredir, For abſurdities will neceſſarily inſue vpon it, 
and can by no mcanes be auoided, whereby he declareth bim- 
ſelfe to bee failing of that wiſedome, and iudgement, which 
bring praiſe andetiimation, And is it not moſt commonly an 
occalion and meanes that good cauſcs haue bad ſuccefle, as 
being perucrted by the ignorance & temeritic of thoſe which 
take vpon them the defence of that whereof they haue nor ſuf- 
ficient informarion, or elſe are depraued vniuſtly by the haſte 


| 
and headinefſſe of ſuch as ſpeake cuill of the things which they | 
know not ? | 


Verſ.14. The ftirit of a man will beare out his infirmities,but 
4 wonnded conſcience who can beare ? - 


I 
To fpirit of aman"His heart being ina comfortable eſtate 
| & bythe fghtof Gods tauour,and theteſtunony of a good 


COlle 


wants 
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conſcience,willbeare ont his infirmities,maketh him to ſuſtaine 
with patience,and ſome cheerfulnes, manifold paines and dif. 
eaſes of the body, and all outward croſſes whatſocuer : but « 
wounded ſþirit who can beare? but when the ſoule is caſt down, 
and asit were broken with the apprehenſion of Gods indig- 
nation, none can endure the horror and anguiſh thereof,nor 
any thing raiſe it vp,and-giue comfort to it, bur God alone, 


Verſe 15. The heart of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowledge, and 
the eare of thewiſe will ſecke after underſtanding. 


= beart of the prudent poſſeſſeth knowleage, | He that is 


acquainted with the tate of his owne ſoule, and diſcer- 
neth how precious and fruitfull, and needfull ynderſtanding 
s,will not content himſelfe tohaue wiſedome in his eares, or 
head,or lippes, bur layeth it yp in his heart,as his chiefe trea- 
ſure, and the eare of the wiſe ſeeketh after vuderfianding : he 
laboureth to increaſe knowledge and prace, adding dailie 
thereunto, by hearkening as much as he may,toall ſound and 
wholeſome inftructions, | 


Verſ.16. The gift of 4 man inlargeth bim, and leadeth him 


before great men, 


T2 gift of a man]Not the good qualities that are in him, 
and the graces which hee hath receiued,but the preſent 
that he bringeth, and the reward that he beſtoweth, mmlargerh 
him,and leadeth him before great men, maketh roome for him, 
and procureth him acceſſeto the preſence of them that are in 
high places, & of great authoritic,from whom alſo he getteth 
countenance & fauour,whether his ſuit be equall,oryolawful, 


Verſe 17. He that bs jr in his owne cauſe is inſt : then come 
weth his neighbour and maketh inquire of him, 


E that is firft in his owne cauſe| He that is in a controuer- 


tie, ſpeakethfuſt,before the Magiſrate,arbitrator, or any 
V other 


SS 
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other to whomit belongeth to.hearethematter,is in/f,ſo plea. 
deth for himſelfe,and fetteth ſuch colours ypon his cayſe, that 
hee ſeemerh to be very:ighteous: if hee be plaiatiffe,thathiy 
informations be equall,and waigbrie; if detcugant,that his av 
. pologic is good, and he innocent. Yet is not this to be vnder= 
food of cuery one that hath the firſt place of ſpeech : for 
righteous men doe many times begin the declaration of the 
the cauſe,or defence of themſclues, and be found vpright and 
faichfull both in the entrarice and cnd. of the firjfc-: bur it is 
meant of falſe fellowes, that reſpeQ not whatthey may war- 
rantably auerre with truth, but what they can audaciouſly af 
firme with impudencie, Then commeth his neighbour and ma- 
heth inquirie of him, hethat in the ſecond place, or afterwards 
is to make an{were vnto him,or reply vpon him,confuteth his 
allegations,deteQtcth his falſehood, and conuinceth him,of in- 
direct and naughtie dealing. 


Verſ. 18, The lot cauſeth contentions to ceaſe, aud mahgth 4 
partition among#t the mrghtie.. 


HE: declareth the true & right vſe ofa lot, by telling what 
is done,for that which oughtto be done :namely,in dif- 
ficult and doubtfull cauſes, which cannot otherwiſe bee well 
determined,and where in diuifion men cannot agree between 
' themſclues whar part eucry one-ſhould haue, that then'they 


be ſatisfied with that which the Lord bylot doth after a ſort, 
awardynto them. And hee: maketh ſpeciall mention of the- 


mightie, that it ſerueth. tro compound rheir controuerſies, be- 
cauſe that when they contend, by reaſon of their power, and: 
ſtrength, & ſtout Rtomacks, they greatly damnify one another. 


Verſ.19, Abrether offended is harder to winne then a ſirong 
citie : and their contentions are like the barre of apalace, © 


| A Brother] A natural brother,a neere kinſmi, a kind friend, 


offended, alienated by wrongs: receiued, or imagined tg 


Chap. 18. 


be done yato him, from hia-whomkhee;ſa muchafſced be= 


fore, 
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fore, i hararr to winne then a ſtrong city, will with more dif- 
ficulcy be brought to firme and vntained reconciliation,then 


- acity well defenced, can be vanquiſhed and taken. A»d their 


contentions,chcir firite,and ſuites, are like the barre of a Palace, 
Rrong,and yehement, and muſt withno leſſe adoc be be paci- 
fied, whiles their power ſerueth themrto purſue one another, 
then the mighty iron barres, whereby rhe gates of a Caſile, 
Fort,or great building,are ſhut in, and kept lafe,may bee bro- 
ken,or cutin ſunder, But this is to bee ynderftood of vynrege- 
nerateand fleſhly men,or ofGods ſeruants fo farre as they be 
carnall, and not otherwiſe: for it is a commendation that is 


giuento the godly,by Saint /ames, that their wiſedome which lam.3.17- 


they receiue from aboxe, maketh them peaceable, gentle, and 
eaſe to be intreated, 


Vetſ, 20, With the fruit of a mans owne month ſhall his belly 
be ſatisfied: andwith the encreaſe of his lips ſhall he be filled, 


V Ith the fruit of a mans month | With thoſe words 

which the mouth of a man vttereth, bethey good or 
bad,as thetree yeeldeth her fruit,be it ſweet or ſower, ſhall bzs 
bellie be ſatisfied, he ſhall be as ir were fed with ioy,or ſorrow, 
andwith the encreaſe of his lips, according to thoſe ſpeeches 
which the lips vſe moſtto deliuer, wholeſome, or hurtfull, as 
the ground ſendeth forth her crop of corne or weeds, tall hee 


be filled, he ſhall either have great welfare,or great woc,many 
bleſſings, or many iudgements, 


Ver, 21. Death and life are in the power of the tongue, as e« 
wery one delighteth to uſe it he ſhall eate the fruit thereof. 


Lf bs verſeinpart containeth an explication of the former, 
ſhewing what is that ſatisfying,and filkng, which is there 
mentioned, that it extendeth to.all miſery, euento the very 
death ofthe wicked, which abuſe their tongues to euill,and to 
all happincſſecuencs lifeic ſelfe,and that euerlaſting,(as is al- 
fo meant of the contrary ) of the godly, which vſe their 

V 2 tongues 
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tongues aright,both which are ſaid to be i» the power thereof: 
that is,the peruerting,or well ordering of the ſame,is effeue 
all, cither for deſtruction or ſaluation : and yet this force is 
not in the pronouncing of words, but in the affeRion from 
which they conſtantly proceed, andas exery one delighteth to 
woſe it . ſo he ſhalleate thereof, Hypocrites ſomtimes doe make 
faire ſhowes, but their hearts and lips accord” not together, 
and therforecheir ſmooth ſpeeches-tend not to life : and god- 
ly men ſumtmes forget themſelues, but they take not plea- 
{ure in cuill ſpcaking,and therefore they ſhall not be deſtroy= 
ed,though they. may be correCted, 


Verſ.22. He that findeth agood wife, findeth a good thing, 
and obtaineih fanour of the Lord. 


| H* that findeth a goed wife] Which being himſelfe a good 

man, hath,and ſeerh,and enioyeth the benefit of a good, 
wiſe, and faithfull wife, findeth a good thing, which ſhall bee 
for his helpe and comfort; and obtaineth fauour of the Lord, 
Teceiverh a teſtimony of hisloue, in beſtowing ſo greata bleſ- 
ſing vpon him: and ſo doth a godly woman, that findeth a 
good and gratious husband. 


Verſ.23. Thepoore ſpeakethwith ſupplications : but therich 
anſwereth roughly, 


T= poore|He that is in miſery,in perill, in feare, or ſubie- 
ion, ſpeaketh with ſupplications, ſubmiſſely, and lowly, 
to the wealthy and mighty, beſeeching him in humble man- 
ner,and reuerent termes,eſpecially when he hath any ſuice vn» 
to them, But the rich anſwereth roughly : heethat hath abun- 
dance of goods, or is in authority, not onely reieQeth the 


poore petitioner contemptuouſly, with: a churliſh- deniall, . 


bur otherwiſe alſo is proud and infolentin his ſpeeches.Com- 
monly thus it is, but yet not alwaies :for ſome of the loweſt 
ſort ſpeake diſdainfully, and fome great perſonages behaue 
themſclues courteouſly, 9:7 20 INF a - 

Il, 
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Verſ. 24. eA mas that hath friends,onght to ſhew himſelfe 
friendly, for a friend is neerer then a brother, 


Man that hath friends| Which is beloued of, and recei- 
ueth fauours and benefits from others,ought ro ſhew hins« 
ſelfe friendly, to entertaine, hold, and require their friendſhip 
by all good duties. Hee isnot onely to take heed leſt by any 
ftrangeneſle, and offering of diſcourtelies, hee loſe their li- 
kings, but to endeauour by all fignes and pledges of good 
will,to knic their harts faſter and faſter vnto him, For a friend, 
an ynfained wel-willer, which beareth Chriſtian affeion vn= 
to him whom hee loueth, is neerer then a brother, is more 
fairhfull and conſtant in miniſtring helpe and comfort, then 
an ordinarie kinſman,or meere naturall brother. 


i 


 —_ nd 
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Verſ.1, Better ss the poore that walketh in his uprightneſſe, 
then he that peruerteth his waies,and ts a foole, 


BEED EG Etter i the poore] More happic and comforta- 
bleis the eſtate of him that is of little wealth, 
and of ſmall poſſeſſions, and greater reſpeR is 
to be had of him, that walketh in his vpright- 
RES95 neſſe, endeauoureth conſtantly to bee 1uſt and 
godly,in words and workes,then he that abuſeth bi lips,chen 
the rich thatis giuen to ſpeake wickedly, and 5 a foole, yoide 
of grace,and godly wiſedome,and full of vice and leaudneſſe. 
Fhus tandeth the oppoſition: Better is the poore that vſeth 
his tongue aright,and walketh vprightly,and ſo is wiſe, then 
the richthat abuſerh his rongue, and walkethcorruptly, and 
ſois a foole, h 


V 3 Ver, | 
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Verſ.2, Both the mind without kyowleage i not good, and he 
that haſtencth with his feet ſinneth, | 


| er vices are heere matched together, and reproued to- 
gether, as dangerous and hurttull, whereof the one is 
cauſe ofthe other,which are ignorance, and raſhneſſe. Con- 
cerning the former, it is ſaid, that withoxrt kyowleage, where 
the ſound knowledge of Gods holy will is contemned, or 
negleQed, the mind is not good, the man is not good. Fora 
part isput for the whole : whatſocuer ſhewes hee maketh of 
faithfulneſſe within,all is but deceiueable; his ſoule (as the 0- 
riginall Text hathit ) is deſtitute of goodneſle, and then,what 
is there in him, orproceedeth fron-him, that may bee called 
g00d? and be that haReneth with his feet, ffuneth, 

The latteris deſcribed by a fimilitude,from him that ſhould 
headilyrun on blind- folded,and hood-wincked, in a perilous 
way,that he neither knoweth,nor euer ſaw : as ſuch a one isin 
danger to daſh againſt tumbling blocks,or to fall into quick- 
ſands, quagmires , mine- pits + 6 or ditches : ſo hee 
that ynaduifedly, and without deliberation, attempteth and 
executeth matters of moment and importance, cannot a- 
—nxcrn errours,and inconueniences, yea finnes and tranſgreſ- 
10Ns, 


Verl. 3. The fooliſhneſſe of a man ouerthroweth his way, and 
his heart fretteth againit the Lord, 


= fooliſhneſſe of aman| The ſinfulneſſe and vngodly be. 
hauiour of the wicked, owerthroweth his way, draweth 
croſſes and judgements ypon him,and-cauſerth himto haue ill 
ſucceſle, and his heart fretteth againit the Lord: though his 
tongue doe not openly blaſpheme, yer his heart doth ſecretly 
, Murmure againſt God,as if he were vniuſily the cauſe of his 
calamities, Neither doth he this direQly alwaies,andimbirte- 
reth himſcife againſt the perſon of the Lord, but ſcorneth at 
hishand, and accuſeth his proceedings, ynder the name of 
chance, 


; OR" 


"ow : _m— 
=s " « FW +s ah, ' +a % 
Le Wh _-_ Ts = g-+. K 


- 
RBC VU 00 OD 


CO RT7.a 2 24; acc. 


| is exclaimed ypon, and profeſſion quarrolled at, eſpecia 


Verſt 4.5. Prxovirss. | a3; 
chance,andillucke,and bad fortune, and many times reli =_ 
if 
religious profeſſors diſlike of his irreligious odphenanifle de 
thriue and proſper,when he is plagued and puniſhed, 
Verſ. 4. Riches  -"gj many friends, but the poore is ſepara- 
ted from his neighbour, 
Riz gather many friends] Wealth encreaſed, encreaſeth 
the number and heape of ſuch as pretend good will,and 
draweth daily new friends. The perſons of men doe not this, 
nor their graces; buttheir riches. They make many fetches, 
they haue many geſtures, they-yſe many words, and allthis 
while their hearts are fixed on the goods, as flies ſecke where 
honie is,and mice and rats will haunt an houſe where foode is 
to be gotten. Sothat their loue is to the money,or other ſub- 
tance,though they make ſemblance of good affeionto the 
man. But the poore is ſeparated from his neighbour, hee that is 
needie or afflited,or in diſgrace, is forſaken of all his carnall 
friends and companions, they either turne from him as a ſtran- 
ger, or againſt him asan enemie, 


<_ Verſ. 5. Afalſe witneſſe forall not be unpuniſhed,and a forger 
of lies ſhall not eſcape. 


Falſe witneſſe| Either he that doth wittingly mifinforme 

the Magiſtrate,or any other gouernour,or he that by his 
vniuſt teſtimonie goeth about to confirme that which ano=- 
ther hath vntruly ſuggeſted , ſhall not bee vupuniſhed , but 
plagued either ſooner or late, with ſome temporarie penal- 
tic of ſhame and miſery in this world; or with eternall per- 
dition offoule and bodicin the world to come. And a forger 
of lies, which vſcth his tongue ro falſhood, how artificially, 8 
with what ſhewes and colours ſocuer, though in priuate, ſhall 
not eſcape, ſhall not be alwaies free from puniſhment,though 
by flattering ofhimſelfe, hee thinketh the fin not dangerous : 
and though by meanes ofhis wit, and preſent proſperity, hee 


ſcemeth able to preſerue himſelfe in ſafetie, 
| V 4 c Vetl, 
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Verſ.6. Many ſue to the face of the Prince, and enery mar is 


friend to him that giueth gifts, 


MZ ſae to the face of the Prince] They ſeeke the fauour 
L and-countenance of them that be in authority,eſpecial- 
ly if they be alſo wealthy,& bouncifull,-He ſpeaketh not here 
in the commendation of them, as being loyall inloue, for 
conſcience, but forthe reprehenfion of them, as being ſub. 
mifle in ſhew,for commodity. Andexery mar ts friend to hing 
that gineth gifts, He declareth ih tbis latter clauſe,the cauſe of 
that which he had afhirmed inthe; former, why fo many ſuete 
the face of the Prince, becauſe Princes have moſt to-beftow, 
and euery man, eucry carnalltnan for the moſt part.z friend, 
would bee thought a friend to him that gizeth gifts, that hee 
might be yſed as a friend, and haue gifts. beſtowed vpon him. 


Verl. 7. eAll the brethren of the poore doe hate him ; how 
much more will his friends depart farre from him? Though he 
be inſtant in words, yet they will not. 


| L the brethren)The whole kindred,cuen they which are 

k vnited with the neereft bonds of nature; being yet car- 
nall and vnnaturall, of che poore, of him that is decayed- in his 
eſtate,or in diſgrace with ſuperiours, though neuer ſo vynwor- 
thily, do hate bow. they loathe and deſpiſe him. How.mnch 
more will bus friends depart from bim? Not they which were 
faithfully afteRed to him at any time, and bare him good will 
in truth, ( for a friend loweth at all times, and a friend i neerer 
then a brother, ) but ſuch his companions as diſſembled with 
him,making profeſſion and ſhew of louein his proſperity for 
their owne aduantage,theſe in his aduerſity,gpe far from bim, 
calt him off, and wichdraw thenaſelues from him; as being a- 
ſhamed of his company, and vnwilling to take'any notice.of 


him,much more to dealein his cauſe, orto ſupply his wants. | 


Though he be inſtant inwards, albeit he heartily entreate, and 
earneſtly importungthem for comfort, relicte and: fangur, 6k 
4 / they 
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they will net, they will not hearc any requeſt or complaint that 
hee maketh, they will-not befriend them-in any. matter of! 
weight, wherein they may doehim good; , - fit 7 1H 6! 


AT 


to hin,both by the bleſſings ofthis preſent life,and by a bleſ= 


ſed eſtate,in that which-isto come, hereafter, | :+ 1! 
Verlſ. 9. Afal/ewitneſſe ſhall not be unpuniſhed: andheghat 

ſpeaketh lies ſhall periſh, 

THis is the fameborh in words and ſenſe with the x. yerf, 

- 4 ofthis chapter,fauing that there was aid,;the har [ballot 

nia REED eſcape: 
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eſcape, and here be ſbalperiſh: ſothatit is not onely arepeti- 
tion,but a briefe expoſition of thar,concluding,thar as he ſhal 
be ſurely puniſhed, ſo heſhall be ſorely plagued, cuen wich no 
lighter ttrokes,then deſtruction it ſelfe, which no gaine or ad- 
uantage can be able to counteruaile. 


Chap.19. 


Verſ.10. Pleaſure is not comely for a fools : much leſſe for 4 
ſernant to bane rule oner Princes, Bat 3P” 1 


| Dara The affeRions of ioy and delight, the meanes 
whereby they are wrought, and the obies whereon they 
are ſetled, as abundance of wealth,delicious fare, gorgeous ap= 
parell, ſumptuous houſes, coftly tarniture, pleaſant paftimes, 
or whatſocuer is of like nature, is vor comely for a foole, is nor 
fic forhimthat is deſtitute of grace, and good vnderſtanding 
to haue, as neither making for his honour,nor profit indeede, 


though highly promoting|both in appearance. Hee will per- 


uertthem,and annoy other men by them,and they will indan= 


ger him, and bring much harme and miſchiefe to him. Afuch 
leſſe for a ſeruant to rule oner Princes. By ſernuant, he meanerh 
ſuch manner of perſons as he called fooles in the former clauſe; 
namely, meninthralled to their luſts, and 'ynlawfull defires : 
and by Princes, are ynderſtood the godly, who are dignified 
with a ſpirituall aduancement : ſo that he proceedeth in exte- 
; nuating the condition of finfull men, and ſheweth their vn- 
worthinefſe by way of gradation, that all ſorts of defireable 
things are too good forthery, and much more authoritie and 
powerouerothers,burtmoſt of all ſuperioritic,with iuriſdicti- 
on ouet the righteous, 


Verſ.11. The vnderſkanding of a man, maketh him ſlow to 
wrath,andit is his glorie to paſſe by an offence. o | 


bra, of a man]The heauenly wiſedome of 


God,which is in the minde of aregenerate perſon,accor- 
ding co the meaſure thereof, withholdeth him from raſh and 
yvaaduiſedanger,burnot from all anger: for then it ſhould de- 


priue 


en 
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priue-him of ſome yerthc, and: diſable: himfrom'the'iperfor. 
mance of many duties, As the diftempered paſſions of wrath 
| be workes of the fleſh, and carctully ro be auoyded,ſo are the 

well gouerned affections of anger fruites of the ſpirit,and ſea- 
ſonably to be exerciſed, Hethat is overcarried with rage and 
choller,do:th want thoſe louely graces of meckenes, and pati- 
ence: and he thatis neuer ſtirred to any diſpleaſure,is poſleſ- 
ſed with ſtupidity,and deſtitute of zeale,and Chriſtian feeling, 
Now to ſhunne theſe vicious exrreames on both hdes,and ob » 
ſerue the, laudable mediocritic between them, thete rules may 
direCt vs. Firſt, that all our anger be onely for finne, and ſo we 


ſhall beſt put in praiſe the Apoſtles precept, to be angrie and Epheſ, 4.26, 


ſimne not, Then ſhall wee not be teſtie withthem that be inno= 
cent, becauſe wee are incenſed by them that ate faultie :then 
ſhall we never like fumiſh Balaam fall out with beafts,and vn- 
reaſonable creatures, much lefle be imbittered againſt things 
that are ſenſeleſſe. Secondly, that our anger bee meaſurablie 
proportioned tothe meaſure of the offence, greateſt indigna- 
tion muſt bee conceiued againſt the greateſt tranſ] Neve” a6 
though they bring norto vs ſo great annoyances : and ſmaller 
faults ſhould leſſe dipleaſe vs,though in private reſpe&ts they 
ſeeme to be more for our dammage: for euery part ought ra- 
ther to be tenderly affeed at Gods diſhonour,then his owne 
detriment, Thirdly,that it be nor ouerlong continued, and ex- | 
ceſhue in time, but bounded within the limits of a day at the 
furtheſt : the Lord would not haue wrath protracted til night, 
2or the Sunne to goe downe vpon it .Fourthly,that the crimes of 
our familiars, benefaRors, kinsfolke, and deareſt friends,doe 
make ys more angrie then theirs that are not ſoneerely vnited 
tovs:that we take to heart the finneof our childe, more'then 
of a brother : and of a yoke-fellow,morerhen of a childe : and 
our owne,more then a yoke-fellow,childe, brother,or of any, 
or all others. | | 

Fifthly,that the ice and wrath againſt the fins of our neigh-- 
bours,draw-not our ſelues intoanyfintull behaviour againt 
God as tobe fierce and violentin reuengement;to raile;to re- 

uile,to vomit out blaſphemies,or imprecations, 8, 
Laftly,. 
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- Laftly,thatithinder vs not from, but further ys to the {= 
formance of all good ſeruices, eſpecially inthe behalfe of the 
parties delinquent, as to admoniſh them, pray for them, and 
give them diretion for reformation of their tranſgreſſions, 
And jt is his glovie,it winneth him-honour and praiſc, and chat 
worthilie, to paſſe by an offence, to winke at ſinaller infirmiries, 
andro remit greater wrongs,yet nor ſ{o,as to be filent at Gods 
diſhonour, withthe perill of the ſoule of the (inner, or at the 

rieuances which are offered to himſelfe from them : only the 

| =" of reuenge, and not of juſt reproofe, or of due 
correcion,is commended, | 

Thus thou ſceſt both the roote,and the fruite,the cauſe and 
effec of lenitie and mildnes declared in this ſentence, 


Verſ.12. The wrath of the King, is like the roring of a Lion : 
but his fanonr is as the dew vpou the graſſe. 


—_ wrath of the Kmg|The indignation of a Prince, or 
3. mightic Porentare; hauiog authoritie and power, incen= 
ſed (not againſtthe innocent and righteous, burſuch as were 
Aichaiah,or Elyah, whom Achabttormed at,bur killed nor, 
or though he had kijled them, yerhe could not haue hurtthe, 
bur himlelfe rather,as /oab did, by ſlaying of Zachary,and ſen- 
ding him the ſoonerto heauen ) but againft malefaRtors, re- 
bels,traytors, contemptuous perſons, and tranfgreffors ot his 
wholeſome lawes, or any whom God ſhall put into the Ma+ 
giſtrares hand,as men of death, for violating his commande- 
ments, is lthe the roring of a Lion, which hath more courage 
and trength, both-co rore more hideouſly, and to teare more 
cruelly : For it is not ynderſtood of them that bertaken, and 
ſhut vplike captiues in holes, whom we may heare, and looke 
ypon through grates, and Rand neere too without perill, but 
of ſuch as meete with aprey,cither ofman or beaſts, in the for. 
reſts, or open fields, or any where intheir owne walkes, But 
bis fanorr,his loue,and countenance, eſpecially towards wor- 
thie men, is like the dew wpon the graſſe, very corhfortable or 
profitable to them, reioycing their hearts, aduancing their 

nw ſtates, 
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Nates, preſeruing, and proteRing them from wrongs, as the 
dew, or milde {hewres, doe refrcſhthe fields, cauſe grafle to 
grow,and preſerue the ſame, that the ſcorching heate of the 
Sunne dric it not yp, and cauſe it to wither, When God ſhall 
ut into the Magiſtrates hand, as men of death for violating 
his commandements. in preſumptuous manner, is /ike the ro- 
- ring of a Lion, fearefull, terrible, and as it were threatning pre- | 
ſent death ; The Hebrew word fignifieth a yong Lion which \aham cac- 
hath greacer courage, and ftrength, both to rore more hide- phjy, | 


ouſly,and to tzare more cruelly,&c.. 


Verſ.r3. A fooliſh ſonne is the calamitie of his father,and the 


contentions of awife,are like a continuall dropping. 


Yf {pag of the greateſt afflitions which befall the gouernors 

in their families,are declared in this ſentence, The former 

is.4 fooliſh ſonne, a finfull, vnhappie childe, after whar ſort foe- 

uer his lewdaefſe breakerh out, whether by contumacie, and 

ſtubbornnes, when he ſhall contemne his parents, and deſpiſe 

their precepts; or by riot,and ynthrifcines,when hee ſhall be, 

as it wcre a gulphto ſwallow vp all his fathers labours, and - 
thoſe things which he hath been ſo carefull to prouide; or by 

any other meanes ſhall bring ſhame and deſtruction vpon 

himſelfe, who is the calamitie of his father,the worker of his 

woe,and cauſe of ſorrow,for the looſenes of his life,and at the 

ſight,or forcfight ( by all probabilitie and likelihood) of the 

miſerie of his death. The other is 4 contentions wife, whoſe 

brawlings offend the eares,and vexethe heart,and ſometimes 

demoliſh the ſtate of herhusband, and therefore are compa- 

red to 4 continuall dropping : they are as irkefome, and hurt- 
full,as forraine to pierce through enery part of the roofe, into 

all roomes of the houfc,f:lling on-cthe plancks,and walls, and 

Ruffe,and heads of them thatare doingtheir worke,or fitting: 
at their mearte, orlying in their beds, which muſt needes bee 

both tedious, and noyſome, te rumate the' building, and rot 

the.goods;and moleſtthe inbabitants,. ; ; 


Verſ.14s. 


Prou.6.g. ſleepe, O ſiuggard when Yilt thou ariſe out of thy ſleepe? &c. 


Verſ.14. Houſe and ſubitance are the inheritance of the fas 
thers : but a prudent wife is from the Lord, | i 


IR the former ſentence, by a liuely fimilitude, hee ſhewed 
how noyſome a bad wife is, and inthis by another argu- 
ment,he maketh it appeare what a great bencfita good wife 
is, Heprouecth it from theefficient,that the Lord doth beſtow 
her,and thatin manner differing from his ordinary and com- 
mon'giftures, Houſes, and lands are his gifts alſo, and fo are 
riches, andall ſorts of commodities, but they are ordinarily, 
commonly,and mediately receiued from anceftors,as fathers, 
grand-fathers,& greatgrand-fathers,to whom the Lord hath 
giuen power to get,and keepe goods,and a will toleauethem 
from hand to handto theirpoſterity, But 4 prudent wife,a 
godly, wiſe,and vertuous wife,and in like manner;a religious, 
diſcreet,and gratious husband, z from the Lord, made ſuch a 
one by his grace,and ioyned to the yoak-fellow, 


Verſ.15. Slothfulneſſe canſeth heante ſleepe to fall, and ade» 
ceitfullperſon ſhall be affamiſhed. 


T dangerous effeRs of ſluggiſhnefle are here ſet down, 
anddeſcribed, whereof ſome are finnes, and heedfully to 
bee ſhunned, and others are puniſhments thereof, and greatly 
to be feared, 

The firſt is, immoderate andexceſſiue ſleeping, whereby 
mens callings and labours are negleRed, their time loſt, and 
their wits and ſenſes dulled: and this groweth partly from 
theabundance of humours, by which the heads oppreſſed, 
and partly fromthe want of cheerfulnefſe, whereby the heatt 
ſhould be refreſhed : andtherefore obſcrue, that all luggards 
arelumpiſh, and like dead men, ſauing when they bee about 
the praRiſe or praicQof ſame thing vnlawfull, © i - 
_ - This drawſineſſe oftheirs, and diſpoſition to fleephey are 
charged with,& chalengedfas,in chap. 6. How leygwilerbeu 


The 


& © 
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The ſecond is deceitfulneſſe, being inferred in the latter 
clauſe,as that which caſteth both vponſlothfulnefle and flee- 
pineſſe, For they thatloſetheir time, can neither ger wealch 
well,nor-keepethar which others haue formerly.gathered by 
their trauel], Then mult they needs fall intoindigeney and 
want,and being not able to ſuſlaine the violence thereof, (for 
none are ſo impatient of poucrty, as thoſe who retchl:ſly 
throw themſelves intoit)chey will liue by their wits, and ſhift 
for themſelues, by falſhood and indire courfes, | 
The third, which is the puniſhment of all the former, is fa- 
mine, and miſerable neceſſity, which their fraud, and deceirful. 
nefle doth double vpan them, and not preuent, or diminiſh, 
Or if it fall out that ſome by wronpfull dealing are hojpen in \ 
their Rate fora time, yet it nin to their-greater hurt, and J 
deeper decay intime following : orif they thriue cuento their 
lives end, by: their vniuft and fraudulent praGtiſes, yer they 
ſhall rue it in the worlds end, for the mwjſeries and plagues that ,_ 5.1 
will come ypon them,as Saint Zames doth teſtifie, NE 
The ſenſe therefore of the ſentenceis this: Sorhfulnefſe cau- 
ſeth men to be ſleepie and deceitfull,and hee that is deceitfull, 


ſleepie,or ſlothfull, halbe affamiſhed, 


Verſ. 16, Hethat kheepeth the commandement, keepeth bis 
ſonle : but he that deſpiſeth bis waies, ſhall die. 


H: thatkeepeth the commandement| Which in the integri- 
tie,and vprightneſſe of his hart,obſcrueth the law of the 
Lord,to walke in the fame,alchough he cannot fulfill it,brea- 
king it as little as he can,though hee cannot obtyit ſo fully as 
hee would, and is humbled for his faults, when hee ſeeth his 
finnes and tranſgreſſions, keepeth hzs fonle,himſelfe, apart be-- 
10g put for the whole; he preſerueththe life both of his ſoule 
and body, froman yntimely death, and eternall deſtruQion, 
not by the meric ofhis-obedience; but by the mercy of God;. 
that rewardeth him for it: But hethat deſpiſeth bis wares, ma- 
keth no account how,or after what ſort be doth live, nor hath 
Grew bee direRed by thepreſcript rule of the holy wow ry | 

f O . 
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God, ſhalldie, ſha!l certainly periſh, and be deſtroyed for euer, 

at the laſt,though peraduenturche be ſpared for a ſeaſon, 
Thus ftandeth the oppoſition : Hee that keepeth the com- 

mandement, and regardeth his waies ſhall live : but hee thar 


breaketh the commancdement, and deſpiſeth his waies, ſhall 
die. 


Verſe 17. He that gineth freely tothe poore, lendeth unto 
the Lord,and the Lord will repay him bis reward, 
HE that gineth freely | Which out of his compaſſion and 
mercy, without any carnall, or corrupt reſpe& of his 
owne advantage, miniftreth food, apparell, harbour, or any 
kind ofhelpe and comfort,by word,or deed, to the poore, to 
them that are in affliction, of what ſort ſocuer, eſpecially if 
they be Gods faithtull ſeruants,or ſeeme to beeſuch, lendeth 
tothe Lord,not that he is beholden to vs,or receiuerth any be- 
nefit at our hands : for what can we giue that hee lent not to 
vs,nor is his owne,norin his power,to take,and diſpoſe of, to 
whom he will without our leaue? but nceis pleaſed ſo to ac- 
cept of our beneficence to our brethren, as if himſelfe were 
thereby gratified,and had a goodturne done to him: for men 
are many times pleaſured by that whichis lent them in their 
need, and are gladto buy the vſe thereof with loane,and ther- 
fore it is —_ as a worke of mercy from a good man,not on- 
ly that he beſtoweth gifts, but alſo that hee lendeth freely. So 
then God youchſafethto repute that which is paid vnro him, 


though imperfeRly too, and ſcarce by the halues, to bee as it 
were acourteſie and kindnefle from vs,asif fomething of ours 


-- Wweredeliuered to him. And the Lord wil repay him his reward, 


hee will as fairhfully recompence rhe mercifull man,as if hee 
were bound thereto, and as an honeſt borrower will bee care- 
full to pay that which he-oweth, For of his grace hee maketh 


| kimſclfe a debtor, to them which are more in his debt, then 


their body and ſoule,andall chatthey haue is worth, 
230 Ver, 
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Verſe 18, Corre thy ſonne while there is hope, and let not 
thy ſoule ſpare which is to kill him. 


£_ thy ſonne while there is hope,] chaſtiſe thy children 
A.4of cither ſexe, both by tongue and hand, with rebukes 
and ſtripes, being yet young and tender,andnort growne fiub- 


0 ps vt jincorrigible,and patt hope of amendment, 


efore they are accuſtomed to cuill waies, or haue learned to 
deſpiſc che admonirions,menacings,rods, and ſcourges of pa= 
rents. Ad let not thy ſonle ſpare : beware that thy tond affe= 
Ction withhold thee not from doing this neceflarie dutie, 
which is,to ki// him, left thy too great indulgencie tothem,and 
cockering of them, turne to their deſtruRtion, + 


Verſe 19. Being in great Wvrath,remit the puniſhment : but if 
thou let him eſcape, yet applie chaſt iſement againe, 


N the former ſentence was declared the neceſſitie of corre- 
Etion, for the prevention of Cn or danger of chil. 
dren, and what is the fitteſt ſeaſon to begin it, even intheir 
childhood. Now in this hee admoniſheth euery man to take 
heed that he marre it not,or hinderthe goodeffeR thercof by 
his owne deficmper, And therefore it is ſaid, Being in great 
wrath, when thou artin an angrie mood, and burnelt with fu- 
rie,and hor diſpleaſure, remit rhe puniſhment, let pale for that 
time the puniſhment of the partie offending. But if thox let him 
m_ yet applie chaſtiſement agame, Neuerthelefle, though 
or that time,and perhaps for thatfaule thouler-him gocfree, 
yet leaue nimnot ſo to himſelfe, nor ſuffer himto goe on fill 
vnpuniſhed, but when thou art more'calme, and as occaſion 
ſhall be offered, take him in hand, and chaſtiſe bim, 


Verſe 20. Heare contell, and receine inflruttion, that thou 
mai? be wiſe at the latter end. 
Auing in the premiſes giuen precepts to parents and go- 
Auecrnours,henow eonuerteth his ſpeechto children, = 
{1 X | C 
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ſuch as inthe Scripture come ynder the name of children, that 
is to ſay,all Gods people, to whom he doth offer himſelfe as a 
father,being readie to teach anddireR them, Andthe firſt leſo 
{on that hee giucth vnto them is,that they ſhould heare conn- 
fell, lend an eare, and hearken diligently with attention, to 
wiſe and wholeſome doGtrines and admonitions : the ſecond, 
that they receiue ##/{r#ition,or correion, for the word higni. 
fieth both : that is, to ſubmit themſelves to, and make vie of, 
and profit by, reprocfes, threatnings, or chaſtiſements, And 
the reaſon of this exhortation, is both from the motiue that 
ſhould per{wadethem thereunto,and rhe end that they ſhould 
propoſe to themſelves thercin, andthe happie ſucceſſe which. 
they ſhould finde thereby, that they may be wiſe in their latter 
end, that their wiſedome may bee manifeſted, and they reape 
the fruite thereof intheir old age, or whenſocuer they are rea» 
die to depart out of the world, not but that hee would haue 
men to be wiſe alfo before, but'to note,that all that time their 
heauenly wiſedome will tand themin beſi feed, 


. Verſ.21, Many denices are in the hart of man : but the coun 
fell of the Lord&that ſhall ffand, 


A Af Any denices are in the heart of man |Sundrie thoughts 
arein their minds,of hopes,and doubts,and defires,and 
ſotheytoſle matters too and fro in their imaginations, how 
they may.auoide that. which they feare, and accompliſh that 
whichthey defare, and yetſcldome bring them to any effeR,or 
whenthey doc,it is not by-force of their plotting or forecaſt, 
But the connſell of the Lotd it ſhall and; his will ſhall take 
place, whatſoever bee harhdetermined ſhall ſucceed, whether 
mens ikingsbetoit,bragainſtit, - - þ | 


BY i 304 . ot , 
| Veif.22, Thedeſire of a man is his gooanes : and apoore man 
DR TRO fey PEST OD 6 60S THUG 1d | 
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= deſire of a man That which every man ought moſt to 
[A withand labour tor in bimſclfe, apgto eftreme and oa 
4 <> men 
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mendin others, is his goodves, his pietie and religion towards 
God,his mercie,truth, and vpright dealing towards men, and 
not a greateſtate,and carthly pompe,and he that in this man- 
ner doth good,and is faithfull and rrue,though hee be poore, 
not hauing ſtore and abundance of outward poſlſeiſions,zs bet- 
ter, in happier caſe,and more regarded of God,and good men, 
then a liar , then an impious, ynproficable, and falſe man, 
though he be neuer ſo wealthie, 


Verſe 22, The feare ef the Lordleadeth to /ife,and hethat is 


inducd therewith, /hal[remaine ſatisfied, and ſhall not be viſited 
with enill, | 


T5 feare of the Lord] Sound pietic and religion, a rene- 
rence of his Maicſtie, ioyned with an ynfained loue ther- 
of, /cadeth to life, is by Gods free goodneſſe, according to his 
promiſe chrough Icſus Chriſt, rewarded with a blefled anda 
comfortable lite in this world,and a glorious,and erernall life 
in the world ro come, and he that is endned therewith, ſhall re- 
maine ſatisfied: the man in whom this holy feare dwelleth, 
ſhall neither live in miſerable) want, nor in feare ox danger 
thereof, but ſhall lodge ſatisfied,as the word fignifieth,ſhal con- 


care for the day following, nor this day be doubtfull how he 
ſhall doe to morrow, but hee by whoſe prouidence hee is ſu- 
Nained at one time, will not faile to minitter wharſocuer is 
needfull at all rimes. And ſhall not be vifitedwith exill,ſhall not 
be plagued with hurtfull calamities, and yet ſometimes tried 
with ſharpe aduerſities : and fo arcthe two former promiſes 
touching life, and plentie,to be ynderftood,thar they are ſecu- 
red onely from a curſed death,or penurie, which are puniſh- 
ments of finne,and fignes of Gods diſpleaſure, 


Verſ.24. The ſlothfull hideth his hand in his boſome, and will 
wot put it to his month againe, 


Gom_ hath often tolde vs the nature and qualicic of the 
flochfull, and che miſerie and wane, which of a 
X 3 mu 


Sabeang ja- 


ſtantly haue competent prouiſion, in the night hee ſhall not jj, 


Prou,26:15, 
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muſt endure, by meanes of their ſluggiſhnes,notwithRanding 
becauſe the number ofthem doth daily increaſe, and this hurt= 
full vice groweth fronger, and more violent in them, he con- 
tenteth not himſelfe with ſo many aduertiſements, which hee 
hath alreadie given vs, but to the end that wee may take more 
heed of it,or elſe be more inexcuſable,and iudged worthie of 
greater penurie : he repeateth here againe the miſchicfe that 
It worketh in him ouer whom it getterh dominion,deſcribing 
the ſame by an hyperbolicall, or exceſſiue kinde of ſpeaking, 
laying,thart he hideth his hand in his boſome, not ſetting it to 
worke, but withholding it from labour,and w:ll not pat it to bis 


; month againe : to auoide the cold,and for loue of eaſe, he hol- 


deth it ina warme place, and though the diſtance be but ſmall 
berweene the boſome and the mouth, yer hee is vnwilling to 
bring it from the one to the other, ſo much as to feede him- 


fſelfe : for though hee doe it, (compelled thereunts by necefſſi- 


tie) yet he doth it with difficultie and griefe, as it is ſaidin an 
other chapter, 

Not that hee ſetteth ſo little by his meate ; for none are ſo 
hungrie after hony,as the idle Drones : but it is a torment yn- 
to them to take any-paines for it: their. defire is, that others 
ſhould trauell for them,and pur their meat into their mouthes 
alſo,if ſhame would permit it, 

So then, the hands of lazie perſons are as it were bound 
with the loue of eaſe, which they preferre defore matters of 
profit and necefſitie ; eſpecially concerning the ſoule, and the 
ſpirituall food'thereof, eucnthe word of God ; whereby only 
it is to be ſuſtained, 


Verſ.25. Smite a ſcorner, that the fooliſh may beware : and 
reproue the pradent,and he will»nderftand lnowleage. 


fee] Either put to death,if thou bee a Magiſtrate of that 
{ Jauthoritie; and the cauſe-{o require, or otherwiſe puniſh 
according to thy place, the ſcorney, a refraCarie perſon, him 
that contemneth and deriderh all admonitions and inſtrutti- 
ong,onc,of whom there is.no hope. of amendment; for a ſcor- 
ke 54s” ner 


: 
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ner is in the higheſt degree of rranſgreſſion, that the fooleſh, Plal.rr, 
ſuch as through fimpliciry and ignorance are carried forwards 
to cuill, way beware, may bee better brought to a fight of 
their faults, and the danger thereof, and penitently reforme 
their waies, | 

eAndreproxe theprudent, giue an cafie rebuke to himthat 
hath wiſedome,and he will vnderftand knowledge,be hallnot 
needto bee ſmitten, as the ſcorner, nor bee broughtto ſee 0- 
thers puniſhed,as the fooliſh, but an admonition orTeproofe 
will ſufficiently worke ypon him, both for information and 
reformation, 


Verſe 26, Alcaud and ſhameful child ſpeileth his father,and 


ehaſeth away hs mother. 


__ and ſhamefull child)One that is graceleſſe,and gi- 
uen to riot,and other ſinfull waies, whereby his parents 
and friends are made aſhamed, ſpoileth his father, doth him 
as much harme,as if he brake into his houſe,and robbed him, 
or came as an open enemy to make ſpoile of all that hee hath : 
and many ſpare not their parents tate indeed, buteitherfilch 
away their goods, and ſet themindcbtand arreareages, by 
their waſtfulneſſe, a»dchaſeth away his mother, ſo alienateth 
her aftection from him,by his rude and rebellious behauiour, 
that ſhe flieth as ic were his preſence,and is glad when ſhee is 
out of his ſight : and ſomtime growerh tothat vnnaturallin= 
humanitie,and morethen barbarous and ſavage outrage, that 
he driuerh her our of his preſence by railing & bitter ſpeeches, 
yea expelleth her out of the houſe, and turneth her out of 
doores,when once he commerhto his inheritance, 


Verſ.27. Leave off, my ſonne,to heare any were the inſtrultt- 
on that cauſeth thee to erre from the words of knowledge. 


Eaxe off, my ſonne | Though in former times when thou 
iwaſt the diſciple of — the child of wrath, chy 
X X 3 care 
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care was open, and readie to heare ſuch leflons as poyſoned 
thy hearr, yetnow that thouart become the ſcholer of mee 
Wiſedome;, and begotren to bee my child, as being Gods 
child, now defift from that huirtfull and pernicious courle, 
ceaſe to heare any more the tmſtruftion, that peltilent and infe» 
&ious counſell and doQtrine, which is delwered for infiructi - 
on, and cattieth a.chew. of trathane wiltdome, and yer will 
cauſethee to erre fromthe words of knowledge, cither' peruere 
tiag thy mind witherronious opitii6s, or corrupting thy hart 
with ſinfull afſeions,or deprauing thy waies with leaud and 
wicked bchauiour, ſo that either thou ſhalt not ynderſtand 
the words of knowledge, the heauenly doCtrines of Gods holy 
word; whereby ſound knowledge is obtained,Gr elſe wiltbee 
inticed to tranſgrefle them. 


| Verſ. 28. Awicked witneſſe mocketh at indgement, and the 
month of the ungodly ſwallewe.h vp iniquitie. 


| } — eON witneſſe | A witncſiſe of Belial, asit is in the He» 
{ A brew text,one thatthe dinel himſclfe,and his owne wic- 
 kedidiſpoſition, ſubborneth to periurie and deale corruptly, 
mocketh at indgement, not onely giueth in falſe cuidence, but 
doth the fame of ſet purpoſe, maliciouſly, and without any 
fear,making no more account cither of right cauſes, or of Ma- 
giſtrates that are placed ro execute tuſtice,or of God himſelfe 
that will puniſhfalſe witnefles, thenofaicft;or things to bee 
laughed ar. And:the month of the vngou'y will ſwallow wp ini- 

nitie, This hee allcageth as arcafon of that his votruth and 
falſhood in witnes-bcaring, becanſc hee is deſperately fGanfull 
and bad in all his behaujour. He month himſelte vile wretch, 
yetthe mouth is mentioned becaule of che allegorie, ſwalls- 
weth vpyiniquity;commiteeth all:villanics., with asgreat/de- 
light aud pleatute, as drunkards doe-Rirongdrinke, or glat- 
tons delicivus mcates. 
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Verſ\.29.But indgements areprepared for theſe ſcorners,and 
Pripes for the backs of fooles... ond: "ſe | 


"ES behauiour oftheſe contemptuous perſons was decla- 


redin the former ſentence,and their recompence follow- 
eth in this : for all their cnin 'S and ſcorning ſpeeches,indge- 
wents, puniſhments,many,and of diuers ſorts : for the plurall 
number noteth the multitude and yariety ofthem : are prepa- 
red for ſcorners, not onely appointed, bur ready to bee execu- 
ted ypon them, either by the Magiſtrate, or elſe by the Lord 
himſelfe in this life, or in that whichis to come, or in both, 
And ſtripes for the backe of fooles, ſharpe and ſeuere plagues, 
reſembled by the ſcourging of bondmen, are ina readineſle 
both for the ſoules' and bodies of theſe malicious and incorri- 


gible foo/es, which ſhall not lightly bee chaſtened, but grie- 


-uouſly,and extremely rormented, to their deſtruction. For the 
preparation doth argue ſome exquiſite torture,as fire prepa- Mar.25.41, 
red for the diuelland his angels : and Tophet prepared of old Eſai.z0.33. 


for thar curſed King of 4ſſar,&c. 


CnaPeTER: XX, 


Verſ. 1. Wine # 4mocker, and (/rong drinke raging, and 
whoſoener is deceined thereby, ſhall not be wiſe, 


"ne | Needleſly,or immoderately taken, a moe- 
ker, maketh him a mocker which intemperare- 
ly abuſeth it : and frong drinks is raging, cau- 


:&7 (th them thart arc ouer-gone therewith, to 


chefruit ofhisfollie, ©: © - 


\] 
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Ver[.2.The feare of the King is like the roaring of a Liouchs 
that prouoketh him to anger,ſinneth againit his owne ſoule, 


E þ He feare of the King| His wrath, which ftriketh a terrour 
into their hearts, with whom he ſheweth himſclfe offen= 
ded, is lite the roaring of a Lion, very feartull and dangerous: 
he that provoketh him toanger, which incurreth his indigna. 
tion by diſobedience,or anyilldemeanour, ſnneth againit his 
owne foule, not onely defileth his ſoule with the tranſgreſſion 
of Gods holy Law, but putterh his life in greatperill, and ex- 
poſeth the ſame to the ſentence of death, 


Verſ. 3.1t is an honor for a man to ceaſe from ſtrife : but e- 
wery foole will be mealing. | 


| Ges an hononr-for a man | It maketh for his praiſe, and pro- 
cureth the tongues and hearts of men to giue him a good 


teſtimonie,to ceaſe from ſtrife, cither not toenterinto it atall, 


if vpon good conditions, without wrong to luſtice,or righte- 
ous caſes meet to-be maintained, he may bee freed from it, or 
elſe to breake off, and put an endthereto, with as much celeri- 
ty as may be conuenient : but exery foole will be medling, ſuch 
as are ynwiſe on the other fide, doe loue contentions, and de- 
light ro beeftirring and Ariuing. vpon cuery ſligkr occaſton, 
Thus ſtandeth the oppoſition: Itis a mans honour to ceaſe 
from ſtrife, and every wiſe man will endeauour to keepe him- 
ſelfe quiet : bur is a mans reproch to be contentious, yet euery - 
foole will be medling, 


Verſ. 4. The ſlethfull will not plow becanſe of Winter, where- 
fore he ſhall beg in ſummer and haue nothing, 


He ſlothfullwill not plow becanſe of winter | Heere is a de- 
ſcription of a tender and fearefull ſluggard. Indeed win- 
ter is cold,and che weather then ſomrtimes biting, but yeritis 
a ſeaſon meet for plowing, which becauſg the aixe is nippiy 
"7 an 
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and ſharp,he letteth alone;by which maner of ſpeech is meant, 
that a {mall matter will eafily Ray an idle perſon from follow- 
ing his calling ,wherfore he ſhallbeg,ſhall be driucn to ſeek re= 
lick: at other mens hands, i» ſommer,. in harueſt when his 
neighbors that tooke paines in due time, arereaping of their 
commodities, and enioy plenty, which will bee che greater 
eye-ſore and hearr-griefe vnto hum, becaule it is inthe nature 
of ſiggards to de enuious,and have nothing, he ſhewerth the 
cauſe of his begging,namely,pennurie and need, when all his 
ſubance is conſumed:& ſomtimes it falieth out alſo by Gods 
righteons prouidence, to bee the ſucceſle of his begging, thar 
no man ſhall be moued with compaſſion towards him,to mi- 
nifter any,or at leaſt ſufficient food or apparell vnto him, 


Verſ. 5. The connſell in the heart of aman lhe deepe wa- 
ters but a man of underitanding will draw-it out, 
He connſell in the heart of a man] The ſecret intent of his 
. mind and purpoſe of his heart,which is like deep waters,is 
by ſome diuers times ſo cunninglyhidden, and cloſely con- 
cealed inthe ſecret corners and bottome of the ſoule, thar it is 
a hard matterto ſound or perceivethe ſame, But a »34n of n= 
deritanding will draw it out, he that is indued with wiſedome 
and diſcretion, will diſcouer and apprehend what praRtiſes are 
inhand,and what matters are like to be attempted.So it com» 
meth ropaſſe often, but not alwaies, nor neceflarily, becauſe 
good men are not ſeldome circumuented by the wiles and 
craftic deuiſes ofthe wicked. . 


Verſ.6. Many men will boaſt enery one of his gaodyeſſe, but 
who ſhall finda faithfull man ? | | 


Any men Proud and vaine-glorious perſons which are 
.many,w#ll boaſt exery one of F goodnes,will publiſh and 

ſet abroad the cSmendable qualities which they rakero be in 
themlelues,&.che kindnes and benefits which they performe 
to others ;b4 who can find a faithfullmun ? The A 
doth. 


/ 
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doth import an impoſſibility,thar faithfull men are not onely 
rare, bur none at all; yet his meaning is not abſolutely that 
there are none faithful(for that would contradiR other Scrip- 
tures, which have teſtified of the vprightnes of ſundry good 
me by name; & deſcribedthe integrity of others which are not 
particularly metioned)bur that among theſe braggers, which 
are ſo forward to magnific themſelues, & celebraterheir owne 
praiſes,there is not onefarhfill man to be found, which doth 

' good with a good conſcience, in fingleneſſe of heart towards 
God, and loue and compaſſ1on to his brethren, 


Verf. 7. He which walketh in bs vprightneſſe # init : and 
bleſſed ſball bis children be after him, 


H E which walketh in his vprightnes]That without diffimu- 
Alation,confſtantly endeauoureth to obey the wil of God, 
labouring to know all that the Lord rnd at his hand,and 
as much as he can performe,althat he knoweth, and that with 
defirero glorific him,and likewiſe with hope to bee rewarded 
bimſelfe, « iuft, perfetly righteous by the merits of ChriSF 
without him,and righteous by the worke of Gods'holy ſpirit 
within him: and bleſſedſhallhis children be after him, it ſhall 
both go well with himſelfe while he liueth(for ſo much is in- 
tended inthis ſentence,thoughnot expreſly mentioned) and 
with hispollerity alſo who ſhall ſucceed him, So doth he yſu- 
ally blefle his ſeruants,butnor at all times, ſome being other- 
wiſe recompenſed, and not in this manner : for many godly 
men haue no children art all, and others leaue ſuch behind 
them,as proueynhappy and graceleſſe, 


Verſ.8. A King that ſitteth on the Throne of indgement cha- 
ſeth away enery one that is exill, 


\ King ]The ſupreme Magiſtrate principally,and others al-. 
£ A fo of great authority, feting vponthe Throne of mit ice 
executing his office fairhfully,chaſeth away exery enill one, af_ 
frighterh leaud malefaRors, and either cutterhrhem pi Or 
« orner. 
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V 


otherwiſe puniſheth them, or they amend their waies, or flic 
out of his juriſdiction, or at the leaſt from his preſence: with 
his eyes, by looking into cauſes,andtaking knowledge of of- 
fentes, whether it be by ſight or hearing, and therwith allo he 
daunteth the wicked that appeare before him, his lookes and 
countenance being terrible ynto them, 


| Verl. 9. Who can [ap, I baucclrenſed my heart, 7 ampmne 
from fenne ? | ith 


| VE can ſay | Who can truly and with good warrant 
V affirme, [ have cleanſea my heart, ] have viterly, and 
forever freed my ſclfe from all volawfull defires,delights,pur- 
poſes,cogitations and motions. He beginnerh ar the hearr,be- 
cauſcit is the fountaine, or at leaſt the ceſterne from whence - 
corruption floweth;which yer muſt be vnderſtood of his own 
natural power,and not of _ :and of perfeion, and not of 
fincerity:for the Prophet doth truly profefſethat he had cleax- pſal73.13. 
ſed his frergbectd in hiszentation itſeemed to be in vaine, .. 
which he did by the ſpirit of God,and in part, and by degrees, 
I am cleane froms ſin, my nature, ſoule and waies are all pure, 
nothing can be laid to my charge,for ynlawfull thoughts, vn- 
righteous ations, ynfruicful ſpeeches, good duties at anytime - 
omitted,or ſinful works cuer-committedzmeaning by that in- 
terrogation,thatno man hatiipowerſo ro walke,nor any rea-. 
ſon ſo to boaſt, Notwithſtanding, this is nothing againſtthar 
faying of S. Pawl : Who ſhall lay any thing tothe charge of Gods Ram,8.33. 
choſen ? It is God that in/ifieth, For hee there ſpeaketh of that 
innocency that the godly attaine vmtoby rem1fhon of their 
fins in Gods preſence, who hauing., received ſatisfaCtion for 
them from ChriF#,imputed themro him, and fully arquitteth 
them :and Salomon here ſpeaketh:ofanother matter, 'that no 
man is throughly purged from otiginall correprion, and the 
impure humours that iſſue out of it..Neither let any'man ob- 
ject that of S. Jobs, Whoſoexcr is borne of God ſmneth not : for 1, Teh.3. 9. 
.he ſpeaketh hot inrharplace ofthe praQtte,bur the dominion 
of {ingthat aregenerate:man yeeldeth not obedience+ynto it, . 
a: as 


= 
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as a ſlaue to his maſter, but is taken captiue, or receiueth a 
wound,as a ſouldier from his enemy, 


Verſ. 10. Diners weights, and divers meaſures, enen both 
theſe are abomination to the Lord. 


D [ners weights | One heauier, anotherlighter, and divers 
meaſures, one greater, another lefſe, to buy with the 
greater weight,and greater meaſure,and to ſell by the lefſeor 
lighter,or with a juſt weight and meaſureto fell to the wiſer 
fort,and with the yniuſt ro the ſimpler, whom they may caſily 
decciue,both theſe,and all ſuch kinde of crafty and couetous 
dealing,are abomination to the Lord,luch abominable iniqui= 


tic as the Lord will ſurely and fharpely revenge,and puniſh, 


Verſe 11. Enen achild will make knoYvne by his conner ſation, 
whether he be pure,and whether his worke beright. 


mm young nor old canſolie hid, but that they will by 
\ one meanes or other,at onetime or other, bewray what 
manner of perſons they are, and what-manner of deeds the 
doc. If any may bee vnknowne, & not made manifeſt in both 
thoſe reſpets, ſurely thoſe of younger yeres are moſt likely to 
bee they,who are not tried.in ſuch dealings, nor in ſo many 
matters as men ofriper age,and yet here it is taught, that exer: 
acbild,ayoungling, being yer.tender, & not growne to mans 
eftare, ill make himſelfe knowne by his contterſation, by his be= 
hauior,by his geſtures, by his ſpeech, by the courle of his pra- 
Qiles,whether be be pare, whether there be vprightnes & plain 
meaning in him, withoutdifhimulation, or grofle & profeſſed 
leaudnes,avd whether his work be right,whether that which 
preſently doth, be with an honeſt mind performed, & whether 
he be like ta take a good courſe in the reſt ofhife to come. For 
euen-young plants declare by their growing and budding, 
whar trees chey will proue to be,and what fruit they wil beare 
hereafter ; ſolictle ones often ſhew betimes, what expeRati- 
on.is to.behad of them; they miniſter matter ofhope,orfeare 


ro 
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ro them that conuerſe with them, and defire to ſee grace and 
pietiein them, Thisis a dutie laid ypon euery childe,ſo ſoone 
as he is of any diſcretion,and capable of inſtruction, that hee 
ſhould enter foorth-with into the good way,and walke con- 
ſtantly therein, howbeir wee confeſſe that many faile therein, 
either through want of good education, and bringing vp,or 
yeelding afterwards to the luſts of youth, decline and fall a- 
_ from this towardlinefſe, which at the firſt appeared in 
them... 


Verſ.r 2.The Lord hath made both theſe,enen the eare which 
heareth,and the egewhich ſeeth,. 


Is meaning is, that the Lord-hath formed the whole | 

man, all the parts of his body, though hee nameth onely' 
theſetwo, as the ſeates and inſtruments of thoſe noble ſenſes 
of hearing, and ſeeing, which are mentioned with them, and 
theſe,together with all rhe reſt,he enableth and quickneth to 
doe their office, 

Many haue eyes,and yertare depriued of the vſe and benefit 

thereof : many have eares, and yer are oppreſſed with ſuch 
deaffenes,as that they vnderſtand httle of that which is ſpoken 
vntothem : many haue legs, and feere,andare poſlefſed with 
ſuch lameneſſe, as that they can neither runne nor goe : many 
haue armes and hands, and yet are ſo full of imbecillicie, and 
weaknefle, with palfizs,and other diſcaſes,as that they are able 
to doe no manner of worke. But as the naturall vſe of mans 
ſenſes,an:l members,are of Gods creation,and by his bleſſing, 
ſo after a tpcciall manner is the ſpirituall;being promiſed as a 
peculiar fauour to his owne ele, who onely enioy the cffica« 
cie,from yertue,and fruite of his Goſpell. Then (faith the Pro- IGi.z5.5.6;” 
phet)/hall the eyes of the blinde be lightened, and the eares of | 
the deaffe be opened. T hen ſhall the lame man leape, as 4n Hart, 
and ibedumme mans tongue ſhall ſing. | 


Verſ.1 3. 
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Verſe 13. Lowe not ſleepe,leſt thou come vnto poxertie : opes 
thine eyes,and thou ſhalt be ſaticfiedwith bread, 


+... 
o_ »ot ſleep, [Though God grant thee libertie to take thy 
reſt, andto refreſh thy wearie body with ſleepe, yet /owe it 
wor, delight not too much in it, giue not thy ſelfe vnto ir, nor 
vſc it excefliuely,nor otherwiſe giue ouer thy ſelfe to ſlothful- 
nes: for ynder immoderare ſleepe which is one exerciſe there» 
of, he comprehendeth all thereſt,/e/? thou come to ponertie,this 
he alleageth as a reaſon, why he would nothaue men ro be too 
ſleepy and flothfull, becauſe ſuch idlenes begettceth and bring- 
eth forth beggerie. Open thine eyes,be watchful,and diligent- 
Y apply thy bufinefſe in thy calling:for many are too wakeful 
or playes,and cards,and dice,and dauncing,anddrinking,and 
other diſorders : and the ſhalt be ſatisfied with bread, it ſhall 
goe well with thee, and by thine honeſt labours and induſtry, 
thou ſhalt poſſeſle, if no: abundance of all things needfull for 
thine eſtate, yet enough, and ſo much as thou ſhalt be content 


With,and by Gods blefling finde very ſufficient, 


Verſ.14.1t is naught,it is naught, ſaith the buyer : but when 
he is gone apart,he boaſteth. 


es naught, it is naught, | Albeit the ware cheapened be 
good,and well worth the price demanded by the ſeller, yer 
the couerous buyer,to the end hee may get it better cheape, 
whiles hee is bidding money for it,diſpraiſethit to the vtter- 
molt:bat whe he is gone apart,he boaſ{eth,after he hath bought 
 thething, and behinde the ſellers backe,he praiſeth his bar- 
gaine,borh for the goodneſle ofthe commoditie, and for the 
good peny-worth which he had therein. And hereby in like 
manner the diſpoſition and behauiour of the ſeller isto be vn- 
derſtood, which is as forwards to extoll, and ſet outthat which 
is bad,as the other to finde fault with that which is good. For 
if they be both falſe and wicked,as this teſtimonie concerneth 


AONC 
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none other, they will depart with their owne,with no more 
truth, and equitie, then they ſeeke to come by another mans, 
andthe Lord doth as much looke into,and loathe the iniuſtice 
of the one,as of the other, 


Verſ.15-There is gold,and a multitude of precious ſtones: but 
the lips of knowledge are a precious Iewell, 


of abilitie,and conſcience,and vſe of fruitful ſpeaking is 
here commended by Compariſon, being preferred before 
thoſe things which are of greateſt eſtimation in the world, 
there is gold, great ſtore of jt, in Mynes,in Coyne, in Plate, in 
Chaines,and Ornaments,& diuerſly vſed, & much defired, and 
fetby,and a multitude of precious ſtones, great yarietic of rich 
Iemmes, as Diamonds, Carbuncles, Rubies, Jaſpers,Saphires, 
Em:raud:s,&c. and many ofthe ſeuerall ſorts of theſe, bwt the 
lips of knowledge,the mouth,and lips of a godly wiſe man, vt- 
tering that ſound and holy knowledge which dwellerh in his 
hearr,are aprecions Jewell, ſurmount;and are more worth then 
| all thetreaſures before mientioned, and therefore more to be 
accounted of, 


Verſ.16.Take his garment that is ſuretiefor a ſtrange man, 
and make him gine apledge that vndertaketh for a ſtrange woe 
man, | | 


XY his garment] Receiue a ſufficient pawne ofhim, and 
rouide tor thine owne indemnitie, that:thou be not dee 
frauded of that which thou lendeſt, and ifnobetter ſecuritie 
can bee giuen hee, 1eceiue and keepe his Cloake, or Gowne, 
or Coate,that is ſuretie for a ſtranger, which giueth his word 
for ſuch as he ought not: for ſome vnacquainted with vs,ma 
bee vndertaken tor in their diſtreſſes, when their neede ou 
wuſtlyrequirethathelpe, which wee carinor of our ſelues mini- | 
Ker vnto them, and yer may procure by our word, at another 
mans band ; and ſome well knowne vato vs, and of our neereſt 
Kindred,may be Qrangers in this caſe,yea the beter inc 
tNe- 
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the more vnfit that we ſhould promiſe for them, hauing expe. 
rience of their ynſufficiencie, or vrfaithfulnes, And make him 
leane a gage that vndertaketh for a ftrauge woman, A ſtrange 
woman in che Scriptures,is vſually and euery where,for ought 
we remember to the contrary,taken for an harlot, or whoriſh 
woman ; the ſenſe ſcemeth to bee,that if any man would offer 
to giue his word for anharlots delvts, or take vp ovghtin his 
owne name to beſtow on a whore, be ſhould not be taken,nor 
haue any thirg lent vnto him, without a morgage, cr compe= 
tent pledge, or ſuch ſound ſpecialty, as will certainly coun- 
teruaile theſurmme which he is bound for, The liberty and li- 
miration o ſuretiſhip hath been ſomwhar more ſpoken of in 
the clenenth Chapter,verl.1 5. 


Verſ, 17. The bread of deceit is ſweet to a man : but after- 
wards his month ſhall be filled with grauell, 


His whole ſentence is allegoricall, wherein volawfull 

gaine is reſemblcd to food, the delight that it firſt brin- 
gethtothe pleaſant taſte of delitious meates, the minde to a 
mans mouth, and the miſchiefes that follow to grit,or little 
ſtones, which are very offenſive to the tecth. The bread of de« 
deit, all manner of maintenance,or commodities, craftily,cru- 
elly,or by any vniuſt meanes compaſſed, and gotten,is ſweet 
toa man,maketh a worldling andan ynrighteous perſon joy= 
full and glad : bat afterwards, either in his life time, or at his 
death,or inthe world tocome,hz month ſhal be filled with gra= 
xell, ſome great and grieyous mijeries ſhall betall him. For ci- 
ther his conſcience will ftingand bite him, and fo he ſhall bee 
vexed with feares and horrours, or elſe the hand of God will 
inflict puniſhment and plagues vpon him,and ſo hee ſhall bee 
ouerwhelmed with anguiſh andtorments. | 


Verſ.18. E/tabliſh thy thoughts by connſell, and by readent 
aduiſe make Eo riding 


EE giueth intheſe words a caucar, that no man ſhould 
E ; (ore. ro0 much on his own iudgement,nor too ſudden- 


ly 
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ly reſolue on enterpriſes, without mature deliberation, and 
fund direion, Eftabliſhthy thoughts by counſell, that rhy 
purpoſes be nor variable and ynconltant,and that thy procee- 
dings be not without proſperous ſucceſle,and ſo vncomforta« 
ble : inake as ſure worke as thou canſt, both to confirme thy 
mind, and to manage thine affaires in the beſt manner, and 
therefore communicate thy matters with ſuch thy friends as 
are both wiſe and faichfull, And looke well to this that Gods 
holy word be one, and the chiefe,cuen beſt regarded,and moſt 
obeyed of all thy counſellors, ſo thatnothing bee praQtiſed, or 
hearkened to,againt ir. Andby prudent aanice make warre,el- 
pecially in all matters of weight, of which ſort war is, (where- 
in the eſtates of Countries, and the liues of many perſons are 
hazarded)ler nothing be raſhly atrempred,bur all things well 
conſidered of,and conſultation had with men ofpiety,vnder- 
Randing, skill,and experience. 


Verſe 19. With him that goeth abont as a ſlanderer, diſclo- 
ſing a ſecret, andwith him that flattereth with hi lips, iojne not 


thy ſelfe, 
A Lbeititis a good thing to take counſel], yer it is not ſafe 


for a man ro communicate his affairesto all ſorts of per= 
ſons: for if a ſecretbee not kept, counſell is made fruſtrate. 
Wherefore hee giueth a caucat to beware, among others, of 
two kinds of people eſpecially, wherof the firſt are ſlanderers, 
and tale-tellers, whom (as hee did inthe eleuenth Chapter, 
verſ. 13.) he reſemblethro Pedlers, who mingle ſundry forts 
of wares together,and goe fromplaceto place to vtter thoſe 
things which they haue receiued from others, for that they 
tell that ro this man, which they heard of that, and wander 
hither and thither to gather vp tales to tell whereſocuer the 
come,and commonly reportthem otherwiſe, and farre _—_ 
then they heard them; neither is there any thing that they can 
conceale, what dangers or miſchiefes ſocuer the diſcloſing of 
kk will procure, | 
Ofthe ſecond kinde are flatterers <a as will peake faire, 


and 


> 


Prou,28.22, 


Prou.z I,;5o 
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and gloze with their wr 62 27K þ loue,and profeſſing 
good liking, when they doe onely ſound thee to be made ac 
quainted with thy purpoſes. 


Verſ.20, He that curſeth his father or his mother, ſhall ban 
his light put in extreme darkeneſſe. 


H E that curſeth his father or mother | Which vttercth ime 
precations,railing andreuiling ſpeeches, ſcoffes &iefts, 
or any manner of deſpitefull words againſt both his parents, 
or either ofthem,to their face, or behind their backes,or after 
what ſort ſocuer hee declareth by his words the bitternefle of 
his heart, to bring them to contempr, and to profefle how 
lightly and baſely hee efteemeth of them, ſhall haxe his light 
pit ont in extreme darkeneſſe, all his proſperity, which inthe 
Scripture is often compared to light, ſhall be turned into woe 
agd miſery,which is vſuallytcarmed by the name of darknes, 
And this he ſheweth ſhall not be ordinarie, and ſuch an affli- 
Rion as common faults are correRted withall, but exceeding 
gricuous and fearefull,as appeareth by the Epithete extreame, 
or as it is inthe Hebrew text, the blacknefle of darknefle, 


Verſ.21. An heritage is ha#tily gotten at the beginning, but 
the end thereof ſhall not be bleſſed, 


N heritage|Lands, goods, money, offices, or promoti- 
ons,and thelike, is haft:ly gotten at the beginning, is of 
many wicked men quickly atchiued by euill meanes, ##t the 
exd thereof ſhalluot be bleſſed, the ifſue'of it ſhall bee vnhappy 
& curſed, partly in this reſpe&rhart it is a ſnare to their {oules, 
and ſtoppeth their way from eternall life, and partly in this, 
that itis like to be as badly ſpentas it was il gotten, and hee 
that roſe yp to wealth ſo ſuddenly,may as ſuddenly, or by lei= 
ſure fall into want; as it is ſaid, that 4 man with a wickedeye 
baſteth to riches,and hnoweth not that pouerty ſhall come wpon- 
him. And the thoughts of the diligent doe ſurely bring aban* 
dance : but whoſoener is haſty ,commeth ſurely to ponerty, _ 
ns = | partly 


% 
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partly in this that it bringeth them many perturbations and . 
troubles whiles they retaine it, 


Vetſ.22. Say not, I will recompence enill, waite on the Lord, 
and he will ſaue thee. 


Ay not, Twill recompence exil{] Be ſofarte fromreuenging 
thy ſelfe indeed, for iniuries done vnto thee, as not in 
words to threaten,or in mindeto purpoſe any vengeance, But 
Waite on the Lord, commend thy cauſe ynto (frag and ſtay his 
leiſure till he deliver thee,a»d be will ſave thee, he faith not,hee 
will reuenge thee,and plague them, though he will do ſo, vn- 
lefſe our aduerſaries repent, yet he would not haue vs ſo much 
to thinke of,or defire that,as to put our truſt in him, referring 
our ſclues wholly to that which ſeemeth him good to doe, 
without defiring hurt to them which do vs hurt : defence and 


ſaluation to our ſelues is that which wee mult ſeeke for, and Mat. 5.44. 


pray (as our Sauiour both did andtaught) that our enemies 
may rather be pardoned then puniſhed, Now theſe words are 
added to the former, both as a reaſon thereof, and an anſwere 
to an obieion that might bee vrged,or atleaſt conceiued a= 
gainſt the Precept in the firſt clauſe : If I revenge not wrongs, 
I ſhall be vadone with wrongs, euery man will boldly tread 
ypon me. Nay, faith hee,there is no ſuchperill,the Lord will 
take the cauſe into his hand, and helpe thee, and though it bee 
not ſo apparantat firſt, yer thou ſhalt perceiue it at laſt that 
he is thy proteQor, it being his office to defend the innocent, 
and opprefled, And whereas it is ſaid thathe will ſaue ſuch as 
waite ypon him,it is not ſo to be ynderſtood, that hee will al- 
waies deliuerthem that are wronged from their preſent mo- 
leſtations and troubles,that the aduerſaric ſhall be compelled 
to ſurceaſe his pratiſes : for many are vexed and purſued as 
long as they liue,and yer depend ypon God with faith and pa- 
tience: but though they continue in aflitions tiltheir death, 
yet herein they fade him true of his promiſe,that hee maketh 
them ouercome their enemies,and aduerſities,and are victori- 
ous by faith and patience, and thereby obtaine cternall ſal- 

: TY 2 uation, 
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uation,to the whichthe children of God ought principally to 
aſpire, Þ 


' Veil. 23. Diners weights are abomination tothe Lord, and 
deceitſull balances are not good. KS 1 


Iners weights are abomination to the Lord] The Lord 

doth hate the finne which is commitred by making of 
greater and ſmaller weights and meaſures, whereby men are 
defrauded of cheir right ; and as he detefieth the finne,ſo will 
he plague the finner,and make him taſte of his diſpleaſure, aud 
deceirfull balances are not good, Balances by which men vſe to 
deceiue, as being too little, ortoo great, or any Way fraudu- 
lent,are not good, neither be they allowed as lawfull and war- 
rantable, but condemned as yniuſt andſinfull, neither bring 
they any profit to thoſe that vſe them, though for atime they 
ſeeme gainfull ynto them, but turne to their hurt and detri- 
ment,as at laſt they ſhall find in their eſtates,or conſciences, - 


Verlſ. 24. The ſteps of man are of the Lord : and what doth a 
man vnaeritand of his way ? 


*He ſteps of man are of the Lord} The Lord by his proui- 

dence hath the appointment of the cogitations, purpoſes, 
actions, and ſpeeches of all men, rogether with the ſucceſles, 
and cuents of al that they deale in,their goings out,their com= 
mings in, their mouings and ſtirrings are not by their owne 
ſtrength, but by the power and will of the Almighty: a child 
that cannor go alone, but is borne in armes,hath not ſo much 
affiftauce from the Nurce or keeper to-yphold him,orto teach 
him how to goe, or ſet his foot forwards, as the wiſeſt, or 
RrongeRreceiueth from God, And after a ſpeciall manner by 
his grace and ſpirit, hee direQeth and guideth the hearts and 
waies of his people for his owne ſeruices,and their ſaluation, 
eAnd what doth 2 man. underſtand of bis way ? Who hath 
wiſedome and knowledge of himſelfe rightly to order his 
affaires,and to diſcernethe effeRts andiflues of tbat which hee 


taketh ; 
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taketh in hand, and to foreſee the things which ſhall be- 
fall him , 


Verſ.25. It is a ſnare for a man to denoure that which is fans 
Aified, and after the vowes to callbacke. 


Tis 4 ſnare for a man | This ſacriledge deſcribed in the 
; hart tollowing, is paſſing dangerous, tending to the de 
fruQion of the partie committing it, asthefood vnder the 
net,or within the compaſle of the grinne, dothto the ſlaugh- 
ter of the birds,and the baite vpon the hooke to the death of 
the fiſh, to denoure that which u« ſanttified, to peruert thoſe 
things which are by Gods. ordinance appointed. for his ſer= 
uices, from the right yſc of them, to nisowne priuate.gaine 
and commoditie. When this. Scripturewas written, diuers 
things were vnlawfull for any to cate, but for the Prieſts and 
Leuites onely,vnleſle ir were incaſe of neceſlity,as the ſhew- 
bread, and ſundry oblations in the Temple,andrithes,and firſt 
fruites of trees, &&c Now he alludeth thereunto, and compre- 
hendeth vnder theſe all other things of like vſe,and deftinated 
to the ſame maineend, to {crue for his worſhip. Andit is not 
onely fintull. and perillous to robbe God of thoſe things 
which himſelfe doth chalenge,or his ſeruants haue dedicated 
to him, but to dceraine, or ſceke to recouer againe that which 
our {clues hauc voluntarily couenanted with ourlips,or harts. 
to giuc yuto him,or to any good vices, And therfore he faith, 
after the vowes to call backe, either ro wiſh the vow vnmade, 
orto withhold the thing which in heart hath been yowed, or 


in ſpeech promiſedro him. 


This God forbiddeth in his law, where he ſaith: thou haſt Deut.23.25, 


vowed a vow vnto the Lord, deferre not topay it : for the Lord 
thy Godwillrequire it of thee,and it will bee a ſinne in thee : but 


if thou ab/taineft from vowing it ſhalluot be a ſinne. ' 


Verſe 26. A wiſe King ſcattereth the wicked, and turneth 


the wheele oner them. 


.. A Prudent gouernour is in this ſentence compared to a 
» Askilfull Husbandman: for as he llhndan wonoN 


Ifai.z$.27 28, 


Heb.4.24- 
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eth or fanneththe corne,to the end rhe chaffe may be ſeuered 
from the pure graine : ſo a wiſe King, or godly Magiſtrate 
ſeattereth the wicked, breakerh the knot of . ar Aus, game- 
Kers, theeues, robbers, ſeditious perſons, and other malefa- 
Rors, and twrneth the wheele oxer them, inflicteth ſharpe pu- 
niſhments vpon them, as they yſed in thoſe countries to beat 
out the hard corne with a cart wheele, as may appeare by the 
reſtimonie of the Propher /ſaiah, who reſembling the Lords. 
moderate and wiſe proceedings. to that courſe which the 
threſher taketh indealing with his corne, faith : Fitches are 
n2t threſhed with an iron in/irument, neither ſhall a cart wheele 
be turned abont pon the Cummin, bat the Fitches are beaten 
out with a /ta ven Cummin with arod. Ereadcorne when it « 
threſhed, he doth not alwaies threſh, neither doth the wheele 
of his cart ſtillmake a-noyſe, neither will hee breake it with the 
teeth thereof. - 


Verſ.27. The light of the Lord is the breath of man, and. 
ſearcherh all the bowels of the bellie. 


* ham light of the Lord|That grace which our of his loue, he 
worketh by his word, and infuſcth by his ſpirit, «the 
breath of may, che very life and felicity of a godly man, aud 
ſearcheth all rhe bowels of the bellie ; findeth outmoſt deep and 
ſecrerthings : it cauſeth himto know the hidden-counſelsof 
God,andthe ſtate of his owne ſoule: for as rhe words = dife 


cerner of the thoughts and mtents of the heart, ſoit informeth 


_ the man in whom itdwelleth with rhe nature and quality of 


the ſame,thathe may iudge himſelfe with righteous 1dge- 


ment, diſcouerihg his corfiiptions robe corruprions, and his. 
Practs to beptaces;rhathee Hall neicher approue of the one 


ſort as if they Were vyertues, norcondemnetheortherforillt. 
fwns : or at leaſt (though ſometimes Gods children in tenta« 
tions doe faile on both ſides ) yet they be eafily reduced from 
their errour by the miniſtery of the word. or by wholoſome 


eonference with' godly Chriſtians 2Whereus-tho hearts ofthe - 
widked+Vaiditig this)iglheyare like dapkecehambers _ wp 
| . om 


— 
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from themſclues,that they could neuerlooke into them (for 
the word which we tranſlate bowels, dorh ſignifie chambers) 
and my doe with no more ſound ps apprehend, 
citherche myſteries of ſaluation, or the conſtitution of their 


owneſoules, then with their bodily eye they can ſee whar is 
incheir increls and belly, 


Verl. 28, Mercy andtruthpreſerne the King : for his throne 
ſhall be eftabliſhedwith mercy, 


MEzpPs and compaſhon towards ſuch as are oppreſ- 
ſed, and mildneſle andlenity towards penitent offen- 
ders,and benignity and kindnefle, ſo far as opportunity fer- 
ueth to ſhew the ſame towards all loyall ſubicQts: and trath, 
adminiſtration of Iuſtice, whereby euery one hath his due : 
good men encouragement; euill men correction : andall men 
the emcoyment of thoſe things which are their owne, and by 
right appertaine vnto them : preſerse the King, procure the 
ſafety ofperſon, ſtate, and honour, both of Kings, andall o- 
ther great perſonages in authority : for hs throne, his kingly 
dignity and power, wherof the throne is a figne and repreſen- 
tation, ſhall be eftabliSed,made the more ſure; and continued 
the longer to himſclfe or his poſterity, by mercy, aſſociated 
with truthand righteouineſle : for as here he expreſlerh that, 
and intendeth the other,ſo elſewhere heexpreſieth the other, 
and that is intended,as chap. 16, verlſ, 12. /t s an abomination 


for Kings to commit wickedneſſe : for the throne us eftabliſhed 
by inftice. 


Verl. 29. The glory of young men is their ſtrength,and the 
honour of the —_ the gray boad, E 


JR glory of the young « their ſrength, | Ie is an ornament 
vntothem,and praiſe for them to be ftrong, valiant, and 
full of agility and courage, if they vſe theſe gifts well, and ex- 
erciſe them proficably in their callings, and for the good of 
the Common-wealth wherein they liue : for ocherwit if =y 

Y 
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be boyſtcrous, violent, and giuen to fighting and quarrelling, 
eſpecially if they imbolden themſclues therewith, to robbe- 
ries,or ſuch like villanies, they are no more commendable in 
them, thE is the (trength of great Beares,or other wild beafts 
which are noyſome and hurtfull : Goliab, and Og, and the A- 
nakims,and other Giants were tall men, yea huge and ftrong, 
and yetare neither praiſe worthie,nor praiſed : andthe hoxour 
of the aged us the gray head, the white haires which publiſh 
their anciencie, and the multitude of yeeres which they haue 
liuved,doe bring credit and reverence vnto them, ſo that they 
be garniſhed with grauity,wiſdome,and other vertues,as it is 
faid, Old age ts a crowne of glory, when it ts found inthe way of 
righteonſneſſe.chap, 16. verl.31. 


Verſ. 30. The bleWneſſe of the wound ſerueth to parge the &« 
will, and the ſtripes within the bowels of the bellte, 


He blewneſſe of the wound, | Sharpe correQons, and ſe- 

uere puniſhments which'ace argued by. the effe&s, or 
fHignes thereof, ſerueth to purge the enihi, is the ordinance of 
God,together with rebukes and inſtrutions, to draw diuers 
perſons rhat willnot otherwiſe be reclaimed out of their fins, 
ard the ſtripes within the bowels of the bellie, ſuch ſtrokes as 
pierce inwardly,and make the heart to ake : not that in cha- 
fifiog it is laiwfull ro trike ſo-hard, or ſo much, orto vſe ſuch 
rods, or ſcourges as will pierce ipto the intrailes; for that 
wereto indanger life, and to putto'death,but hee ſhewerh the 
manner how the cuill is cured, where the correRion taketh 
good cffeR,that it entrethinto the inward parts, aftcReth the 
- foule with ſorrow and feare;aridnor only the body with pain 
and ſmart :that the mind is ne1efle touched with it theythe 
fleſh, Inthis ſenſe was the ſame word vcd in the ſeuen and 
tweritieth verf, The light of the Dord ſearcheth its the bowels, 
or chambers of the belly, | 
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Verſe 1. The heart of the King # in the hand of the Lord : as 
the riners of water, he turneth it whitherſoener he will, 


= 2A AF Fe heart] The affeQtions, will, and purpoſes of 
| | the King, of all grear perſonages and rulers, z 
ANY inthe handof the Lord, in bis power, and ar his 
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- ſhouldbecometheauthour of their cuill doings; Tharthen - 
which: 


Pfal.33:15. 
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which he affirmeth and teacheth, is, that the Lord hath a pro- 
uident hand inthe gouerning of all gouernoutrs. The dignity 
and preheminence ouer their ſubiects, is very large and law- 
full, but farre inferiour to his owne ouer them, For hee ruleth 
inthe heart, whichthey cannot deale with ; and cfteRually di. 
receth every aRion of all commenders, which'no comman« 
der hath power to doe, in the ſeucrall affaires of his vnder-= 
lings : hee maketh them flexible to his purpoſes, and boweth 
their minds which way it pleaſeth him: whetherit be to ſhew 
fauor,as one Pharaoh did to [acob,in [oſephs time; or to deale 
yniuſtly and cruelly as another Pharaoh did to Jacobs ſeed afo 
ter /oſephs death : and this commerth to paſſe, becauſe he made 
the men,and faſhionerhtheir hearts zhee guuerh them the po- 
wer of fence, of cogitation and purpoſe;. all the motions of 


life are his gift, becauſc hee hathnor onely made them crea- 


tures, and men, but Potentates alſo, and mighty men : their 
greatnefle is as well from him, as their ſubſtance and being, 
& therforc both the one and the ather muſt needs be for him, 


Verſ.2. Euery way of a man is right in his owne eyes : but the 
Lord pondereth the heart, 


ſs and ignorant perſons, the moſt ſottiſhand fooliſh 
of all others, are fo inamoured with the liking of their 
owne doings,and giuen to flatter themſclues in the eſtimati- 
on of their owne courſes,asthatthey deeme all to be well per- 
formed which they manage, andnothing wortby of zepre- 
henfion which they fay orenterpriſe,bee it neuer j4 vnlawfull 
andabſurd. Whileſt Paw/ lived without the knowledge of the 
law,and inthe continuall tranſgrefſion thereof,he molt glori- 
edin the happineſle of his eſtate : hethought himſelfe then to 
be al:#e, notwithſtanding that fin liued and raigned in him, 
to the death of his ſoule, and ſo to his damnation, had nor 
Chriſt by grace delivered him fromthe fame. And our Saui- 
our fore-ſignifiedto his ſeruants what entreaty they ſhould 
lookefor atthe handsof ſuchas had no knowledge of him, 
that they wouldthinke that they did an acceptable — 
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God, when violently they ſhould kill them. But the Lord pon- 
dereth the beart, he firiftly and narrowly examineth,as it were 
with weights in a ballance, whether their purpoſes and affe. 
ions be ſincere, or otherwiſe,and finding them failing there- 
in, he conuinceth them to be culpable and faulty, how glori- 
ous ſocuer their ations appeare to themſelues and others, 
And thus much Chriſt himſelfe gaue the bragging and concei- 
ted Phariſes to vnderftand,when he ſaid ; ye are they which in- 
ſtifie your ſelues before men, but God knoweth your hearts - for 1,vK 16,15; 
that which i highly eſteemed among men,is abomination in the 


fight of Ged, 


Verſ.3. Todoe inflice and inudgement, is more acceptable to 
the Lord than ſacrifice, 


'F® doe inſtice and indgement.| To performe the workes of 

equity, loue,and mercy. to men, with other dutiesof righ- 

teouſneſſe commanded in the ſecond table, from at vpright 

heart, « more acceptable, better plealing ts the Lord,and brin- 

ger more r2compence, han ſacrifice, than without them, all 

orts of gifts,oblations, and other leuiticall rites, preſcribedin 

the ceremoniall law,or that meere externall act of Gods wor- 

ſhip,preſcribed inthe morall law,as making of Praiers,finging 

of Plalms,reading of the Scriptures,hearing of Sermons,recei- 

uing of the Sacraments,obſerving ofthe Sabbath, &c, This ex- 

poſition we have out of the Propher{ſaiah:Bring.nomoreobla- 

tions incencets an abomination untomeithe new moones i3Sab- Md 

baths, the calling of your aſſemblies | cannot away with gt 15 ta- | - ; 6.17, ah 

quite enen the ſolemne meeting. Tour new 1:00nes, and your ſo- 

lemne feats my ſoulehateth : they are a trouble to me, I am a 

weary tobeare them. Andwhen you {ire4d forth your hands wil 

hide mine. eves from you © when you! 1m 4:e many prajers,4 willuot 

beare you: your bandsy are fuilo/ biogd:waſh you; make your leane 

put awaythe enell of your dag s from refore mine eies : learne to 

Ks well, ſeoke iwdgement, reliaue the father leſſe, pleade for the 

widow, c, 192190; [1:91.3730 | | 

| So:chen tharttijdk-he teacherh;is/char the more ſubRanti- ToLe# =, 

Allany duty is, ſoa greater careis to bee had for the perfor- wiich,6,s.7. 
MAance. 
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. _ . -* Forbyhisfacing andbearing his head on/high, he would 


Chap.21. 
mance of it, For I deſired mercy, and not ſacrifice(ſaith the 


Lord.) and the knawledge of God more then buynt offerings, 


' For firſt, wee thall- more faithfully imicate the Lord Teſus 


.Chrift, and molt cleerclyſhew forth:his image, inthe exerciſe 
of true piety and godlinefſe, withthe praGtife of ſound righte. 


ouſneſle, and mercy,iu compariſon whereofceremonial! rites 


are of ſmallreſpett: for he beſt knowing his-fathers will, doth 
.thus acknowledge it vnto- him, ſacrifice andeffering thou didſt 
wot deſire, .minecbeart haſt thou prepared fe, And next, the 
moſt guiletull people and diſſemblers, haue ever beene as for. 


ward with ſacrifices and outward obſcruations, as the beſt 
Chriftians, but alwaies as remifle in vpright dealing, as the 


worlt infidels, And therefore by faichiull execution of iuſtice 


and iudgement, they that are vofainedlyrighteous may chiefe- 
ly be dilcerned from diflemblers,and hypocrites. 

And laftly, berter ſeruice is performed tothe Lord for the 
honour of religion, greater good is done to our brethren for 
the beacfit of mankinde,and larger reward wil be given to our 
ſclues,for our erernall happines,by Ciſcharging the ſubſtanci- 
all & more neccflary dotics ofrighteouſnes then by reſting in 
the circumlianciall, orlefle weightiet exerciſes of religion, 


Verſ. 4. He that hath haughty eyes, ts alſo of a proud heart, 
the plowing of the Wicred is ſinne, X 


E that hath haughty eyes,| Which looke bigly, whereby 
Hliwevic all faturely geſtures aretaxed,ss of aprond heart: 
the word in the Hebrew text, ſignifieth one of a large heart, 
meaning that he-ſwelleth with a great opinion of himſclfe, 
and carrieth:inhke-manner an aſpiring minde to grow grea- 
ter and greater, which is eucn odious, forthar in cffe& it is 
commonly.ioyned with diſdainfulneflle, and ſcornefull cone 
tempt of others, contrary to that modeſty, hutyanity, and 
chriftian courtefie which humility begetteth,and is alſo an im= 
pudent boaſting ofa mans owne worth, though it be not di- 
realy vtrered in exprefſetermes. | 


haue 
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haue all men to take notice of his great eſtate or comely per- 
ſonage, or ſingular qualities,or ſome admirable excellencie 
thatis in him, And thelamentable euent of it, bewrayeththe 
loathſomneſle therof: fithence the Lord is thereby prouoked 
to ſo greatand gricuous diſpleaſure: For it is one, and the firſt 


of thoſe ſixe and ſenen things which hee hateth,. yea which bis Pro.6.16,17, 


ſoule abborreth : and therefore will alſo with ſuch ſeverity 
puniſh, as hee threateneth by the Prophet ſaying : The 4+ 
looke of man ſhall be humbled, and the loftineſſe of men ſhall bee 
abaſed, and the Lord ouly ſhall bee exaltedin that day : For 


the day of the Lord is vpon all the proud and hantic,and vpon all Efaiautrs. 


that is exalted,and it ſhall be made low. 

The plowing of the wicked,ce.) The proiects,plots,and pra- 
Qiſes of finfull proud perſons, which by a borrowed ſpeech 
are called plowing, in regard of the induſtrie whereby they 
ſeeke to accompliſh their purpoſes, z- ſine, they are ſuch at 
temprs as tend to the breach of Gods holy law : either for 
impiety, or vnrighteouſneſle, and turne conſequently by due 
_ defertto their owne ruine, asa recompence of finne, vnlefle 
they breakethem off by repentance, The drift thercfore of 
this ſenrence;is, to declare the pernicious effeRs of pride, and 
the burts which it worketh to them in whom it raigneth : as 
puffing vp their minds witheuill conceits, filling their hearts 
with ambitious luſts, disfiguring their faces with arrogant 
Jookes, and peruerting all their endeauours to that whichis 
euill, 

For their heart delightethin ir, they greedily long after it, 
nothing is more pretious vnto them, no not their corne, cat- 
tell,coyne,nor any other commodities, And they are wholly 
made of fleſh,and ſauour of nothing elſe but fleſh; and there- 
fore to what can they be intent, and diligently, but to that 
which is ſinful & fleſhly?moreouer,they are the plough-men, . 
hinds,and drudges of Satan, who will not allow them to doe 
any worke bur his.nor permit them at any time to be remiſſe 
in his worke, much leſfe to bee occupicd about the worke of 
his enemie. G 


Verſc. 


Tam, 1.23» 
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Verſ. 5. The thoughts of the diligent doe ſurely bring plen- 
tie, but enery one that is haſtie commeth to want, 


T- thoughts,c4c.]The remone wiſe & iudicious 
forecalt direQing the aftions,and affaires. of the diligent, 


of him that is faithfull in bis vocation, labouriog therein for 


conſcience ſake, and not for couctouſneſle, doe by little and 
little,from time to time encreaſe his ſubſtance,and addeto his 
ſocke, ſo that hee walkerh inthe ready way to great wealth, 
which either jatime he ſhal attaine ynto in copious and plen- 
tifull meaſure, or haue his heart well ſatisfied with a ſmaller ' 
portion, yet made ſufficientforhim with as large a blefling 

fromrhe hand of the Lord that gaueit. Vnto which diligent 
man is oppoſed the haſtie perſon, one that boyleth with an 
immoderate defire of riches, and to bee wealthie all at once 
without delay; whom though he be nor vtterly idle, yet God 
reputeth no better then aſluggard,becauſe he is not well oc- 
cupicd,nor willing to continue his diligence, ifeuer he ſhewed 
any, as his greedie longing after goods doth declare, tothe 
end he may be freed from much trauell,and would get a great 
deale of ſubſtance witha little labour. Then contrary to pre- 
meditation, and the working thoughts of the diligent, is the 
precipitant raſhneſle of him thatis haſftic, raking matters in 
hand ynaduiſedly, without deliberation : and therefore the 
vnhappie euent of him that is vnaduiſed, prouecth alſo contra- 
ry to the proſperous ſucceſle of him that is vnaduiſed,and cir- 
cumſpeR,the one growing to abundance, the other fading to 
nothing. And therefore it commeth to paſſe that the more 
forward and greedy men are after the world, the worſe they 
are like to proſper,as Saint [ames ſaith : From whence are wars 


-and contentions among you? are they not bhence,enen of your laſts 


that fight in your members ? ye luft and hane not : ye hane enuic 
and indignation and cannot obtaine : ye fight and warre and get 
nothing,becauſe ye ache not. Ye acke and receine not, becauſeyee 
acke amiſſe that ye might conſume it on your Iu(ts,For thefoun- 
taines whereout this ardent defire of riches, and haſt to bee 
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wealthie doth iſſue,are the filchic ſinkes of pride, vaine confi- 
dence,and infidelity : For why doe men ſo highly eftecme and 
adore their filuer as a God? What cauſeth chem to have earth- 
ly poſſeſſions in ſo great admiration,and to preferre them in- 
comparably before heauenly grace and glory, but that they 
deeme honor to be neceflarily annexed vnto chem, & dreame 
that ſafety is neuer ſeparated from them, and doubt onthe 0- 
ther ſide,that their life muſt needs be vnhappie without them? 
Moreouer,the waies and praQtiſes of thoſe that would flee yp 
ſofaſt to abundance, be ſuch as are fir to draw them downe 
to penurie, both by the ſting of Gods indgement, and the 
ſcourge of their owne imprudence : for neither piety, 
equity, nor good aduiſement is euer to bee found in a gree= 
dy earth-worme.He that maketh too much haſt ro bee great, 
will take more leiſure then he ought to be godly : neither will 
he ſticke at any iniuſtice,or cruelty, that may ſerue for his ad- 
vantage; andthereforeit is a true ſaying as well touching that 
which acouetous perſon doth,as what he muſt ſuffer: he that 
haFteth to be rich ſhall not be innocent, or vnpuniſhed: forthe 
Hebrew word fignifieth both, And how many ſnares hee lay- 
eth for himſelfe, to the intanglivg, and ouerthrowing of his 
owne eſtate,cuery wiſe and diligent eye by ſerious obſeruati. 
on may eaſily apprehend. Sometimes hee is ouercharged with 
multiplicity of affaires, that hee is not able to manage any of 
them,and therefore ſpeederh vnhappily in all of them. Some. 
times he is caught with vnprofitable bargaines,and contraQts: 
for though the match be very hard,and lettheratebeneuer ſo 
vnreaſonable, yet baite it with time, and giue him daies of 
payment,then be ſure that bite he wil,and downeit ſhall how 
deerely ſocuer it coſteth him afterward. And ſometimes the 
brittle chapman that is ready to breake, prayeth vpon him, 
when he hath oughtto ſell: he offereth frankely, and giuerh 
largely,for aboue the value ofthe commodity he would buy, 
to the intent his word may the more readily bee taken, or his 
bond alone,vith which without more adoe hee purpoſeth to 
make ſatisfaCtion. And how long doth he keepe himſelfe out 
ofthe yſurers clutches? whoſe net doth take him,and be _ 
plucke 


Pal.62,10, 


Pro.23.5. 
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plucke him, yntill he leauc him nor a feather to flie with, 


Verſe 6, Thegathering of treaſures by a decenfull tongue ty 
vanity toſſed to, and fro, of them that ſeecke death, 


Y fans gathering of treaſures by a deceitful tongue] Wealth, 


and ſubſtance how much ſocuer, gotten by iying, or de- 
ceit, or other abuſe of the rongue, and conſcquently, by any 
ynlawfull meanes whatſocuer, # vanity, nothing worth, and 
will doe him no good that ſo commeth by it, toſſed to and fro, 
is as chaffe or ſuch Ike matter blowen vp and downe by the 
winde, of them that ſecke death, that is, they that doe in ſuch 
ſort gatherriches, doc fecke death, either of their ſoules, or 
bodies,or both,though they intend it not,nor be willing of it: 
and it is acertaine effect which ſuch iniuſtice doth neceſſarily 
produce. Therefore as the wiſe manin the ſentence going be- 
fore, hath commended painefull diligence , as a dire and 
lawfull meanes for the attaining ynto wealth, ſo in this hee 
condemneth falſhood, and ſhifting, and thar by three argu=- 
ments, Firlt, becauſ6that which they ger thereby, is vanity, 
it doth their bodies no good : it doth their ſoules no good it 
doth their names no good ; it doth their poſterity no good ; 
God dothnot bleſle ic to their reliefe, they haue no proteRi=- 
on, or good ſafetic from it, their hearts thereby are not re- 
freſhed with any ſound comfort : they are nothing furthered 
toward cuerlaſting life by the poſſeſſion of ir : no true honour 
and eſtimation doth accompany it : and their children moſt 
commonly are hurt,and not benefited by that which is no bet 
ter gotten, Secondly, becauſe it is vnſtable, and vaniſhable,as 
yncertaine as duſt, whereof one blaft of winde wil blow away 
rear heapes : itis ſubieto fire, to theeues, to loſſes, to de 
ceitfull bargainers, to ſuites of law, to Gods curſe, which hath 
innumerable meanes in areadincs to waſte, and conſume 
chem, Thirdly, becauſe it is dangerous and hurtfull , tending 


- totheruine ofthe getters,and owners,as will appeare cuident- 


ly in the next yerſe. 


Verſe 7. 
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Verſe 7. The robberie of the wicked ſoal deffroy thew, be« 
£4%ſe they refuſe to dee indgement, | 


= robberie of the wicked] That theeuery which they 
commit againſt others, and the goods gotten _— 
ſhall deflroy them, the Hebrew word fignifiech, may come of a 
roote which fignifierh to terrifie, and feare, and likewiſe vo 
dwell and tay with,andſo itimporteth tha their puniſhment 
ſhall be both rercible, and continuall, it will both aftright,and 
diſinay them, and not be gone in haſte but abide with them, 
and flickefaſt ynto them : or elſe of a word that fignifieth to 
ſawe, cutin two, or cut downe, intending the finiall de- 
firuQion and ouerthrow of them ; becauſe they refaſe to doe 
i#dgement,his purpoſcis then to confirme the laftclauſe of the 
laſt ſentence, and co proue that falſhood, and iniuſtice is moſt 
pernicious, and hurtfull, which he ſheweth firſt by the effets 
of it, and then by the cauſe : the effec is vtter yndoing, and 
that as any man is greedy to inrich himſelfe by iniurious,and 
wrongfull dealing, (o faſt he haſtneth, to his owne ruine, and 
ouerthrow : For they that will berich fall into temptation, aud 
ſnares, and into many fooliſh, aud noyſome luſ#s, which drowne 
men in perdition,anddeſtruttion. For the deſire of money #s the 
roote of all exill, which while ſome haue luſted after , they erred 
from the faith, and pierced themſelnes thorew with many ſor- 1,Tim, 6.9.10, 
rowes, Oftit commethto paſle that life is taken away for it, "BR 
or their bodies hurt or wounded : buralway the ſoule is pla- 
gued,and ſubieCro petill of damnation : malefaors thar are 
takea robbing by the high way 'fide with the purſe in his 
hands:orbreaking vp the houſe with their hands io the chefs, 
arenot ſo ſure tobe condemned of the Tudge, and firangled 
by the exccutioner, as theſe are to receiue ſentence of the 
Lord, and periſh by his iuſtice; vnleſſe they conuert with ho- 
lie humiliation, and ſo he pardon them in mercie. There is 
no poyſon being ſwallowed will more certainely deftroy na- 
ture, then oppreffion and wrongfulnes, will damne the ſoule; 
Zapher, in the booke of Job ſpake moſt trucly to this point 

Z | fying, 


lob.20.15.16. mit it vp againe : G 
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' ſaying, his meate in hi bowels is turned, it is the gall of Aſpes 
within him, He hath ed downe ſubſtance, but he ſhallvo- 
all caſt them out of bis belly. He ſhall 
ſucke the poyſon of (the Vipers. tongue ſhall ſlay hims, 
The cauſe is the mater of their ſinning, they reſuſe to exe- 
cnte indgement, they faile hot thorow frailty and infirmity,bur 


chuſe to offend ich ie and williogly, with (tubbornnes, 


and obſtinacy which make their faults the more intollerable, 
their offences more Wpardonable, and their puniſhment 
more grieuous, and inſufferable, 


| Verſe8. The way of aman # pernerſeand/irange;bnt of the 
' pure his works u right, 


He Wvay| The manners, the life, and conuerſation of 4 

man, of a wicked man, and ſuchaone as is impure & per- 
#erſe, finfuil, and crooked, ſweruing from all equity, and 
right, 4d //rarge, nothing agreeable to the order thar God 
himſelfe hath preſcribed in his word, and his children doe al- 
low, and obſerue,but of che pare, whois purged, and waſhed 
from the guilr of his finnes by the blood of Chriſt, God par- 
doning them all thorow the merite of his ſonne : and who is 
CanRikcd, and cleanſed from the filthines of his owne nature, 
and corruptions by the ſpirit of grace: and&who alſo vypon the 
.* hope of ſaluation, is carefull as much as he can to purge him- 
ſelte, bs worke, his ations, ſpeeches and courſe of all his be» 
hauiour ; & right, fincere, and faithfull, conformable to Gods 
will, and referred to his glory, not deceitfull, not variable,not 
crooked, nor in any word ynreformed. Herein therefore the 
holy Ghoſt declareth che contraricty that is berweene the 
godly and the wicked, the one doing nothing but that which 
18 euill, eicher notoriouſly, or otherwiſerhorow hidden fraud, 
and guile ; the other nothing butthar which is good, either in 
practiſe, or defire, whereof when he failerh, itis through in« 
firmiry, and weakenes:for they vic the faſhion of two comary 
countries, the one heauenly, the other earthly : and performe 
eheir ſeruices ini two comrary Princes: the one to Saran, ri 
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other to the Lord, and are gouerned and ruled by two con» 
trary lawes,the oncof God, the other ofthe fleſh, 


Verſe 9. Itic better for « man to dwell in the corner of as 
bowſe top:then with a comtentious roman in an wide houſe. 


T is better] More eaſe, and quiet for a man, to dwell even a« 
lone without company, i 4 corner” of the houſe top, in a 
moſt inconvenient place, bw it doe not only want 
neceſſary roome, but alſo ſubicR ro the heate of the ſummer, 
the colde of the winter, the force of the winde, the beating of 
the raine : (for he alluderh to the manner of their buildings, 
which were with ſlate roofes, as moſt,Churches, Cattles, and 
Towers are with vs ; being therefore deleCtable places ro 
walke ypon, but not commodious roomes for lodging and 
continuall abode eſpecially, when one ſhall be penned vpin 
an angle or narrow corner thereof) then with 4 contentions 
woewan, then with a woman giuen to brawling ard chiding, 
in a Wide houſe, in a very large, profitable, and pleaſant roome 
to dwell in, And by this is ſignified, that albeit wedlocke, 
and a married eſtare & defirable and full of comfort to fir,and 
well matched yoke-fellowes, yer nothing is more vnpleaſant 
and tedious, f 42 that is to him who longeth for peace, andis 
ſured with contentions, who ſoughc a wite for the joy, and 
refreſhing of his heart, and hath mer with a torinentor con- 
tinually to vexe him; this is the greateſt outward croſſe, be- 
cauſe itis theneereſt, and like ro a diſeaſed member, which 
will continually put a man topaine: which more remote com- 
modities and benefits cannot eafilie counteruaile ; a great 
houſe ſounding with brawles, and — will briog little * 
contentment to apeaceable minde ſo tediouſly diſquieted. 


Verſe to. The ſoule of the wicked deſireth exill, his neigh» 
bony findeth no fanonr in bs eyes. 


Py" He ſonle,]The very heart, and affeions of the wicked wi- 
Jherh exill, miſchiefe, and hurr to all but himſelfe, he is ſo 
| FER kindled 
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kindled with enuy end bi neighbor, he that dwelleth by him, 
meaning alſothereby any other: for he that doth not good to 
thoſe that be about him, is hardly drawne to profit others, 
bath no fauonr in his eyes, findeth no friendſhip at his hands, 
neither the ſight of his preſence can moue him to Jouenor the 
fight of his calamity can moue him to commiſeration : there 
is ro pitty. nor compaſſion in his eyes, whereby he ſhould be 
incited todoe good, no not ſo much as kindnefſe, ro giue a 
good:countenance, vnleſſe it be with diſſimulation, or to ſuch 
as are like to himſelte. So that we may know that it is the pro= 
pertie of wicked men to be A & hard hearted,cſpe= 
cially to ſuch as feare God:ſuch as his ſoule is, ſuch likewife is 
his eye:and ſuch as hiseye is,ſuch likewiſe is hand, his tongue, 
. his eare, and cuery part ofhis body, As other finnesincreaſe : 
whether it be lying, luſt, ſwearing, or any impiety, or any vn- 
righteouſhes, ſo doth cruelty withthem, becauſe ſelfe loue is 
Rrong in all ſinfull perſons, that filleth theplace of all Chrifti- 
an,and brotherly loue, and leaueth noroome for the ſame in 
their hearts : morcouer pride aboundeth alway with it,which 
begetteth enuy, and maketh men vncharitable-: neither are 
they free from the ftingof a guilty conſcience, which maketh 
them fierce and inhumane :-and as they are priuy--to them- 
ſelues,that they deſerue notto be beloued of any, ſo will they 
requite it by louing ofnone : and who knoweth nor, bur that 
the deuil! is their father, and maſter gwhowill haue them allto 
beare his image, and be like to himſelfe, and alway compell 
them to ſerue his turne. Yet it istrue,that ſometimes the worft 
are made profitable, and helpefull tothe beſt : bur that pro- 
ceedeth not from their diſpoſition ſo much as from Gods 
power, and prouidence whio hath the commandement of their 
hearts, and hands, theirlips, and ſubſtance, Ir is not the na- 
tureofthe hard rocke to ſend forth water ; and yet when the 
Lord cauſed it ſoto doe to the people inthe wildernes, they 
| Inioyed the benefit of it. It is not the nature ofthe Rauen to 
prouide food for men, but to deuoure all her felfe, yet when 
the Lord appointed one to miniſter food vnto Elias, ſhe failed 
not ameale, It was not.the cuſtome-of che Egyptians . bee 
ouing 
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Jlouing'aad kindetothe Iſraclites: yer when theLord moucd 
theirhcarts;and-ſent a-qualme of kindnefle vpon them, they 


were teadyto impoueriſhthemſelues, and co depart withthe 
+ belt Iewels they had,to beftow vponthem, 


Verſ.11.#hen the ſcorney is puniſhed,the ſimple is made wiſe: 
and whee the wiſe ts inſirulted, hee recemeth knowledge, See 
chap.19.23. BU. -$ | 

Verſ.12. He imitrufteth the wiſe by the houſe of the wicked, 
which onerthroweth the wicked in their exill, | | 


E inftruftetb | The Lord giueth examples as cleere as 
precepts to them,that haue true wifedome, and his feare 
in their hearts; and bringeth them thereby to a judicious me- 
ditarion of his iuftice,andtheir owne deſeruings, and cauſeth 
them toprofit to their owne repentance, and reformation of 
theirliucs, by confideration of his righreouſnes, who might 
haue plagued them as well as others: and of his mercie, good- 
nes,and parience, who hath laid his firokes vpon others,and 
ſpared them, by the houſe of the wicked by the tearefull firokes 
thatlightypon the wicked themlſclues, their tates, habita- 
tions, tainilies, and poſteritie ( for ſo farre doth houſe extend 
ſometimes 1a the Scripture) which onerthroweth the wicked in 
therr enill, which ruinaterh, and bringeth to naught cuill and 
finful men,for their rebcliious and vngodly behauiour againſt 
him : ſo that-the ſeucritie of God, and his greateft plagues a» 
ainſt godlefſe men, arevery vicfull, and many waics profita- 
le ro them that haue ſound wiſedome and vnderſtandin 
The Propher acknowledged this to the Lord fer his praile, 
and tc{t:monie, of his peoples vprightnes, ſaying, ich my 
ſoule haue 1 defired thee in the night, yea with my fperit within 
me, will ſeeke thee earely : for ſeeing thy indgments art'm the 
exrih,the mbavitants of the world ſhall learne righteouſnes, For 
God doth ſtrike a few for the infiruction of many, and would 
haue all his attribures tobe thought of, though bur one, or a 
few doc moſt eminently worke, notwithſtanding his iuſtice is 
molt ſcene: yer his-truth:forcthreatging ſuch PRES are 
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ivfliced, are not to be pafſed by without reuerence,bispower 
is manifeſted, whereby he is able to bring downe his 
aduerſaries: and ſo his loue, his mercie, and faithfulnesto his 
owne, is much magnified by preſeruing of them, when their 
aduerſaries,and his,do fall into ſuch miſerie and miſchiefe, 


Verſe 1, He that foppeth his eare at the crying of the poore, 
be ſhall crie himſelfe and not be heard. | 


H E that ſtoppeth his eare at the crying of the poore,]That he 
may-not heare, but turneth away himſelfe, and his com- 
paſſion, from them, when they cric to him for reliefe, he ſhall 
alfo crie,ſhall fall into ſuch milerie as ſhall make him crie,car- 
ne(ily call ypon, and intreate God, and man, and thercin bee 
| helplefle without fauour of God,or man: and not be beard, be 
neuer a whit the better for it : which puniſhment alſo is due 
vnto,andſhall be executed ypon ſuch as turne their care from 
hearing thoſe, that do relate the ſtate of the poore vnto the; or 
Shes doe hearc it, yet lirtle regard it : or which turne 
their eyes from beholding the afflitions and miſcries of their 
brethren ;or if they looke vpon them, will doe nothing for 
them :as our Sauiour complainerh of themthat ſaw him hun= 
grie in his members, bur fed him not. All commerh to this, that 
mercileflc men ſhall receive no mercie. For it is iuſt with God 
ſo to puniſh them, which neither regard his commandement, 
nor his people,northe members of his Sonne, northeir owne 


fleſh, as poore diftrefſed men are called by the Prophet. 


Verſ. 14. Agift in ſecret pacifieth anger and arewardin bo« 
ſome ffrong wrath. | 


Gift }Giuen, and recciued-alfo of any, cither high ac 
low,offendedwith thee, tw fecrer, cloſely & ſecretly gi- 

uen, pacifieth anger, conceied againſt aman, and arewerd i 
the boſome, carried in the boſome, and fo ginen to another 
man, pacifierh,and ftitleth mighty and xaging wrath. His drift: 
is thereforeto ſhew, rhargifcs previaile: much withchoſe that 
" \ 


reccue. 


Verſe 15. Provarnss. 


and therefore that is acceptable to them which may encreaſe 
their ſubſtance, And becauſe the brivgiog of preſents,eſpeci- 
ally ro one offended, and moued with indignation, is atcſti- 
monie of ſubmiſſion, whereby the partie conceiuing diſplea- 
ſure is after a ſort honoured, which will worke as much-vpon 
a great mind,as the valew of the thing beſtowed will vpona 
greedie mind, and therefore either for one cauſe or other it is 
accepted, 


Verſ.15. It is toy to the inft to doe indgement : but deſtrutti- 


| on ſhallbe to the workers of iniquitie.. 


| be ioy to the inft] The godly and righteous man taketh 
great delight and pleaſure, ts doe twdgement, to deale righ- 
ceouſly with God,and iuſtly with men,and to be yprightin all 
his ations :a good man hath his greateſt comfort in well do- 
ing. Theexample of our Sauiour, the beſt, is both a paterne 


and worker of this: and he teſtifyeth thus of himſelte: Hy 1ch.4.3.4. 
meate is to do the will of hmm that ſent me,and to finiſh his worke, Gal.s. 


For as goodnefſe is the fruit of the ſpirit, ſois ioy alſo, and a 
companion of goodnefſe. Moreover the ſeruices of Chriſti- 
ans are not enforced by compulſion, but performed with loue, 
and wharſocuer loue doth, it doth it cheerfully and gladly : 
and adde hereuntothat hope hath a great hand in the workes 
of the righteous,and that doth with all gladnefle and comfort 
waire for a reward, accounting all good workes' whichare 
done in earth, to bee certaine treaſures layed vp in heaven, fo 
that well doers in the kingdome of grace, haue ioy mixed with 
their righteouſneſſe, and inthe kingdonte of glory are aſſured 


they ſhall haue ioy giuen them for their righteouſncfſe. How- Rom, 14.17: 


beit this ioy is either more or lefle, according to the degree 
of their grace; the beſt feele moſt, thoſe which haue lefſe 
faith doe that whichis good with lefſe delight : all doe obey 
God withſomegladnefſe, bat none with perfe&ion of glad- 
nelle, becauſe there is nota perfeCtion of mortification, 

L 4 So 


receiue them,and worke a great impreſſion in theiraffeQions, Prou,r7.8. 
Becauſe men nacurally are poſſeſſed wich a defire of bauing, and 18.16, 
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So muchnaturall corruption as remaineth, fo farre a/man ig 
hindred from this alacritie and cheerfulneſſe, which even thar 
worthie Apoſtle found inhimſeclfe, which hee alſo confeſſeth, 
ſaying : / delight in the Law of God after the inward man: but 
I ſee another law in my members, warring againit the law of my 
mind,bringing me into captivity vnto the law of ſune, which ts 
in my members, But deſiruftion, eternall perdition both of 
ſoule and body, with manifold perils and calamities, forego- 
ing the ſame, ſpall be for the workers of iniquity, becauſe it is 
their conſtant and common praGtile, theirtrade and profetſi. 
on: fortherc is great difference betweene the working of ini- 
quitie,and to be aworker of iniquity, he one mayſometimes 
.befall a Saint; the other is alway proper to a ſinner: Sothat 
this then he meaneth, that wickedneſſe in time will vererly yn. 
doe the wicked: as the Pſalmiſt confeſſeth, ſaying : hen the 
wicked ſpring like graſſe,and all the workers of inquity flourifs, 
they ſhall be de/iroyed for exer, For all the threatnings of God 
are againſt chem, and all the attributes of God are againſt 
them, his truth, his anger, his iuftice, and his power. &c, Here 
is ſomewhat more whe vnderſtood then is expreſſed in both 
the ſtraines, the reward of the godly for their goodnefle is 
concealed in the former; and the propenſion of rhe wicked 
to euill inthe latter : the oppoſttion therefore Randeth thus : 
It ts toy for the inf} to doe indgement.and he ſha)] obtaine ſal- 
vation : bt it i5 ioy for the workers of iniqu:tie to do muſchicfe, 


and therefore they ſhall be deſtroyed. 


Verſ, 16. The man that wandreth out of the way of under- 
franding, ſhall remaine in the congregation of the dead, 


He man that wandreth| Which followeth his owne car- 

nall reaſon;or ſenſiall lufts, which lwerh accordingto the 
courſe of the worid, walking after the fleſh,ond not after the 
ſpirit,and ſo goerh out of the way of underitanding, out of the 
courſe that Gods wiſedome hath: preicibed, {hallremarne, 
ſhai! have ancuerlaiting abode withtutall hope, 'or poſhbi- 
liry ofzecoucne, inthe Congregation: of the dead, amopgit tha 
"W great 
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great number of peoplethar are dead already, bothin ſoule, 

: and body,orelfe through their wickednefle make haftro the 
ſame, This ſenrence by.a comparifon taken from trauellers, 
containeth a deſcription of the conditionof the wicked : firſt, 
their behauiour is reſembled to a voyage, which is altogether 
in aberration and by-parhs: and ſecondly, the fiiccefle of the 
ſame ro the end of a journey, very vncomfortable, like vnto 
a Iayle, orhouſe of correction tull of malefaCtors, being vpon 
the racke,or otherwiſe cormented :*'yea rather hanging vpon 

- the gallowes, as he alſo myit do with them for company.And : 
his intent is to ſhew thar there is no paſlageto ſaluation or 
happineſſe but by the word of God, The whole fir(! Pſalme 
is ſpent in this argument,declaringtwo kinds ofmen,two op« 
polite waies,two contrary eltates: for the way ofthe words 

leafing ro God, and wilfull wandring out of it is abomina- 

ble vnto him; the one hath the promiſes, and is blefied; the 
other haththethreatnings,andis.curſcd, 

That hath the ſpirit of God to guidethem that walke init; 
the otherthe world,the flceſh,andthediuell co decciuethe paſ- 
ſengers : that hath Chriſt for the gare ro ler men in ; the other 
hath Chritft co bethe Porter to barre them our, And becauſe 
companie 1s delightfull, and men doe moſt willingly trauell 
where are moſt companions ; and ſocieryin evill doth ſceme 
to promile ſafety vnto it, or at leait tro mictigare the penaltie, 
ifcthey may haue others to ſuffer withthem ; he dothpurpoſe- 
ly aggrauatethis puniſhment. By relating the multitude of 
them that are ſo puniſhed, the Propher Eſay doth the like : 

/ And they ſhall be afraia,anguiſh and ſorrow ſhall take them,and 
' they ſhallhaze paine as a woman that trauelleth: exery one ſhall 
be amazed at bus neightonr, and their faces ſhall bee like flames Iſai,r3,8, 
: of fire, And for the like purpoſe-our. Sauiour vſeth a parablein 
\the Goſpell, bringing in this for one miſery ro come vpon 
the hypocrites at the «nd of the world; that like tares, they 
_ be bownd together inbundles, and cali ito the fire to boe Mat.13.39« 
Areas. 
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Verſ. 17. He that loneth pleaſure ſhall be a poore man, and he 
that loneth wine andoyle ſhall not be rich, 


H E that loneth pleaſure |} Who cannot moderate himſelfe 
inthe vſe of recreations, but roo much affeReth them, 
and immoderately followerth them, to the ſatisfying of his 
flcſhly delight, ſhall be apoore man, though hee were neuer ſo 
rich before: and hee that loweth wine and oyle, or fat things, 
(for the word fignifieth as well fatnefle, as oyle) ſhall not = 
rich, either ſhall not actaine ynto wealth, or if hee doe hee is 
notlike long to continue wealthie. 

The ſcope is to ſhew,that yoluptuous perſons take the way 
to bring themſclues to penurie : cuen lawfull delights, when 
they be exceſſue,turne to be fins, and cauſes of miſery, Saint 
Tames teacheth,that the earth is not aplace,and conſequently 
that this life is not a time, ro /ixe i» pleaſure : but thatis to be 
referred till reſt be giuen from labours,for a reward in heauen 
after this life, The Lord in wiſedome doth purſue this finne 
wich the penaltic of pouerty for diuers cauſes : as one,becauſe 
it is due, and proportionable to their courſes; they fruitlefly 
ſpend their time, andis not equall that they ſhould bee reſtrai- 
ned from wealth and ſub tance, which is the fruit of time well 
ſpent. They offer violence to the good gifts and creatures of 
God, by riotous and waftfull deuouring of them ; and there- 
fore it is equall the good gifts and creatures of God ſhould be 
deliuered out of their hands, ro ſerne for the yſe of others 
which will vſe them better, Bee they reprobates that live in 
this fin? need and want is the fitteſt rod to make them ſmarrt, 
whoſe happineſſeconſifteth in luxurie, and bellie cheere; are 
they eleR, and ſuch are reclaimable? a better meanes cannot 
bee found to helpe them to repentance, then to put themto 
drinke a potion of ſorrow and paine; of hunger andthirſt; of 


cold, and raggedneſfſe; who ſurfeited before with delights, 
eaſe,and abundance. 
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Verſ.18. The wicked ſhall be aranſome for therighteons,and 
the tranſereſſor for the vpright. 


'T- wicked ſhall be a ranſome for the righteous | viz, Many 
times it falleth out that when the godly are in trouble,or 
in perill,they eſcape out of che ſame and be preſerued, and the 
whole burthen thereof fall ypon the backe of their enemies,or 
ſome euill doers, vpon whom God doth inflict that which . 
man had prepared for the hurt of the righteous:as is plaine by 
the example of the Egyptians who weredrowned, that the 
Iſraelites might bee deliuered; and of Hamer hanged, that 
Aldordecaie might bee freed. It is a word borrowed from the 


| Leuiticall Law,wherein gifts were giuen,or ſacrifices offered, 


or oblations conſecrated. Sometimes for mens ſoules, for re- 
miſſion of finnes, not for the merits of the worke, but forthe 
merits of Chriſt, who was figuredin thoſe ſacrifices : ſome- 
times forthe exchange, and buying out of thoſe things which 


were deſtinared to ſacred vſes. This proceedeth from the loue 1gj,s, 4. 


which God beareth to his people, whom hee incomparably 

preferreth before the vngodly, more- then men are eſteemed 

aboue beaſts : who would nor kill a dog,to ſauethe life of the 
child ? Abrahams was glad to ſacrifice a Ramme in ficad of 
[ſaac his ſonne, Andif [acob might hauc recouered /oſeph for 

a ſwine,ora Goat, would hee notmoſt willingly haue giuen 

them for him? This verſe agreeth wholly in ſenſe with the 8, 

verſe of the eleuenth chapter: 


Verſ. 19. 1t is better to dwell in a wilderneſſe, then with a 
contentions ;and augry woman. 


He defart is a very incommodious and vncomfortable. 

placeto dwell in; for therein good things are wanting, . 
and cutls abounding, The Ifraclites found this true by their 
experience,” who in the defart not onely wanted tood, and 
drinke,but were flung with Serpents.Neverthelefle it is more 
tollcrable co abideinthe wilderncfic among venomous crea- 
FPS. eures, 
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tures,and wild beafts, then to dwell in never fo faire or plen= 
tifull an houſe, with a brawling and vnquiet woman; for ſhee 
by her words and dealings will both prouoke a 'man to priefe, 
then any beare,or ſerpent. As inthe ninth verſe of this Chap- 


Ker. 


Verſ. 20. There ts a treaſure tobee deſired, and oyle in the 
dwelling of the wiſe, but a fool ſh man ſpendeth it vp. 


Here is a treaſure to be deſired, and oyle in the houſe of the 
W/ſe; Inthe habitation of the prudent houſholder, there 
is layed vp tore of ail things which are neceflarie and dele- 
Qabic,anad hereby he doth.commend the liderality and boun- 
tie of God towards thoſe orhis ſervants, who'pply their vn= 
dertanding,and other gifts to goelinefſe, andfrugality. Hee 
doth allow fufficient both for neceiſicy and delight rothemn 
that be ithriftie and godly : as that holy ſeruant of Godac- 
knowledgeth vpen comfortable experience, ſaying : / ho 
Plal.z 3.5. doFt prepare a table before mee in the ſight of mine aduerſaries, 
thot doit aunomr my bead with ole, and my cup runneth oner, 
Becaulc he is rich enough and hath plentic of ajl creatures,for 
bealts, and birds, and hſhes, and all manner of vnreaſonable 
creatures; yea for wicked men alſo, which are baſer then any 
of theſe; andit pleaſerh/him ſoto recompence that piety and 
Plal.112, godlines which is in his ſeruancs,and likewiſe their diligence, 
painfulneſſc and prudence: and he maketh them his granarie 
and ſtore-houſe, tor rhe reliefe.of many other his diſtreſſed 
people : compeſſtzn i in the r eyes,when they ſce their brethren 
| Inneed,they di;Fribure and communicateto the poore, if they 
haucir,he knoweth they will faithfully &;ſpenſe that which is 
= into their hands, and therefore putteth them in truti to be 
is cofcrers, True it is that all have not great abundance, but 
many are kept within a ſhorter tedder, and rhe Lord diererth 
them, that they ſhould not ſurfeit withexceſle : for too much 
would make them too high-minded,and roo worldly minded: 
bur no good man hath too L:itle,and want of comperence,aC- 
cording tothe prayer ofthe holy man,inthe 30; chapter, _ 

33 cp | 
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eighth verſe, For a ſmall ſubRance is blefled by God for great 

vie: as was the widdowes caſe with her crsſe of oye, a bar- 

rell of meale : andas is promiſedin the Plalme, a ſmall thing to Plal.z7.6, 
the righteons,ts better then great riches to the wicked. But a 
foolſhman ſpendeth it vp : The ynthriftie perſon cither ſpen. 

deth as faſt as hee getteth, and ſo can neuer keepeſtoreroge- 

ther, or elſe by his prodigality, lauiſhing out his great patri- 
monie,and great ſubſtancelefthim of his parents, becommeth 
bankerovpr. See verſ. 17,0f this chapter, 


—_——— _ ” — 
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Verſ. 21. He that folloWeth after righ:eonſneſſe and mercy, 
findeth life,righteonſneſſe and honour. . | 
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— theproperty of a godly manthat hee followeth af 
ter righteowſneſſe and mercy,or kindneſle ; that i3to ſay, 
hee dothnot ſlackly ſeeke after, but enſue withearneſtneſſe 
thoſe two yertues which are moſt excellent, and ynder which 
all other are contained : the former of theſe is righteouſneſſe, 
which is that vertue whereby that which is due is performed: 
the lacter is mercy, whereby good is done of a mercifull and © 
kind affetion. Hee that thus ſecketh after theſe two yertues, . 
ſhall finde theſe three iewels, and ſingular rewards: the firſt of 
theſe is /ife, that is, length of daies in thisworld, with all man- - 
ner of comfortable blefſings : the ſecond'is righteonſneſſe, as - 
2odbdas,or better meaſure fromthe Lord, and men, then hee - 
obſcrued in his dealings. The laſt is hoxowr, thar is to ſay, glo- 
ry,both in heauen and earth, beforethe Almighty, and before -- 
the faichfull : yea and ſomtimes with the tongues, but com- - 
monly with the hearts. and conſciences of the wicked. - 
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Verſ.22, A wiſe man ſcaleth the city of the mighty; and ca- - 
fteth downe the ſtrength of the confidence thereof. . 


A Piſe man] Whois qualified with ſound iudgementand - 
 Adicretion, ſcaleth, as a conquerour afſaulteth, and win- | 
neth the-city of rhe mighty, the fort and hold which mighty 

men poſlefſe, and keepe the walles:and bulwarkes of it, m. 


W- » 


Eccleſ.9.16. 


Lets - 


340 | PROVERBS. Chap.21. 
in they muchcruſted, thinking themfelues thereby to beein 
ſafety. He meancth that wiſedome is more excellent then 
ſtrength,and that in controverſies and Rtrifes: it helpeth more 
tothe viRoricto be prudent then puiſlant, according tothe 
teſtimonie of the Wiſe man ſolemnly profeſled : [ ſay better is 
wiſedowe then ſtrength : though the wiſedome of the poore bee 
deſpiſed, and his words not beard.For a man endued with wiſe- 
dome ſhall belt find out equity, and be moſt ready to find out 
a good cauſe : and he will beſt diſcerne of his aduantages, and 
find out fitmeanes for the managing of his matcers, A weake 
man that hath the benefit of ſight, will be roo bard for a Giant 
that is blind : and how commeth it to paſſe that a little man 
can maſter agreat beaſt? bur that the reaſon of the one pre- 
uaileth more then the power ofthe other. 


Verf.23.4ho ſo keepeth his mouth and his tongue,keepeth his 
ſonle from troubles, 


\V Ho ſo keepeth bis month |Taketh heed to his words, 

and is conſiderate in all his ſpeeches,notto be mute, 
when he ought to ſpeake, nor then co ſpeake when itbecom= 
meth him to be filent, nor raſhly vttereth any thing that may 
be vnfit or ynſeaſonable,or any way for his diſaduantape, kee- 
peth his ſonle, himſelfe and his life from troubles, from that 
griefe, and thoſe afflitions, which vnaduiſed men doe caft 
themſclues into by the miſgouernment of their tongues, See 
chap, 13. 3, andour note yponthat place. 


Verſ.24. Proud,and ſtubborne ſcorner is his name, whom in 
bis furie worketh pride. 


T Hat is to ſay, he publikely is branded with many titles of 
reproch,as with the name of a proud man,one that is high 
minded,and vain-glorious; and of a fubborne perſon, that is, 
ftomackfull, and yery wilfull: and of a ſcorver, one that is a 
contemner and deviderof all others beſide bimſelfe, and in- 
deedayerycuill and peftilent man, (for the word commonly 
istaken(as inthe firltPlalne, and orber places) forhim that 
| is 


Verſe 25.26. ProvaRBs. 341 
is deſperately wicked, ) who in his furie worketh pride, cither 
by doing at that time ſome preſumptuous aRion, or elſe by 
yttering ſome inſolent ſpeeches; for many being angry be- 
cauſe their commandements are not obeyed, their defires ful- 
filled; that they may make their power knowne, perſecute 
ſuch as reſiſt them, or attempt high marters in the pride of 
their heart,So did Lamech when he boaſted, that he wowld ſlay 
4 man im his wound : 'Dathan, and Abiram when they role a- 
gainſt Aſfoſes : Nabachadnez.zar when he blaſphemed God, 
{aying to Shadrach, Mefhech,and Abednego, ho ts rhat God 
that ſhall delmer you out of mine hand? and afterward caſt them 
into the fiery farmace : and Herod,when in his rape, forbeing 
defeatedof Chrift did maſſacre the little infants. 


Verſ, 25. The deſire of the flothfull flayeth bins : for his 
hands refuſe to labour, 


T He deſire of the ſlothfull] The things which hee defireth, 
and cannot obtaine, ſlayerh him,grieueth him ar the hart, 
and almoſt killteth him: for they that will ſpare themſelues 
from needfull and Chriſtian paines, ſhall bring vpon them- 
ſelues hurtfull and fhamefull paines, miſerie ſhall purſue,and 
' want will bring them to:deaths doore : for bs hands refuſe to 
labour, he doth nothing but wiſh, but vſeth not the meanes 
to prouide for himſelfe, and therefore muſt needs periſh. The 
faulr is not layed vpon his debility,but vpon his wretchleſnes, 
They are not to bee charged for idle perſons which cannot 


worke, but which will not, for againſtſuch dealt the Apoſtle, ,, Theſ.3.16. 


that if any wonld not works they ſhould not cate. 
Verſe 26. He coneteth greedily all the day long but the righ- 


teors gineth and ſpareth nor, 


HF7 Thefluggard mentionedin the former yerſe: (for he 
A &doth infitinthe ſame matter) coneteth greedily all the 
day long, e vehemently lufteth after other mens goods ; from 
time totime, andinceflantly, lining both yncomforrtably to 


himfelfe, 


2342 Proverss. 
.himſclfe, and ynprofirablyto others : for hee doth no good 
thatothers might be benefited ; nor getteth any-good thar 
himſelfe might be relicued, So that hee noteth the flothfull 
perſons of all others, to be moſt infatiably couetous. Their 
thoughts are ranging abroad, and ſurueying of every mans 
eſtate, with a longing defire to haue, as much as,or more then 
the beſt : and the praRiſes ofmany do conuince them of this, 
and for inſtance that of gameſters, who would win all the mo= 
ney inthe world,if their skill and good hap would ſerue : they 
would not ſpare their deareſt friends,' butrobthem of all that 
they are worth, if the dice, and cards would giue them the ad- 
uantage thereto, How many inviting gueſts ynto their table 
ynder pretence of kindnes, doe make them buy their meate 
dearely, and pay an vnreaſonable ſhot for it, before they de- 
part? ſometimes threefold: ſometimes ſeuen fold : ſometimes 
ten fold : ſometime twenty fold, and more then their dinner 
was worth, And doe not gueſts inuited very ofrenrequite the 
fame vnto thoſe, who in good will haue entertained them,and 
with great charges made them good cheare:they doe not on- 
ly deuoure their hoſt his meate, bur as _— as theeues, be- 
reaue him of all his money, that the family fare the worſe for 


their comming ſcauen yeares atter ? See Chapter 13, verſcg, 


But the righteous gineth : vnto the ſluggard is oppoſed one 
thatis truly diligent, and fairhfull in his calling, whom he 
ſeeth as contrary tothe other in diuers reſpeCs: as firſt that he 
is righteous and iuſt, whereas that lafic ſluggard is wicked and 
yniuſttbs is /iberal,(for he giueth to them thar are in diſtreſlſe) 
whereas the other is hard hearted, and raucnous not ready to 
beſtow any thing, but violent, inbis defireto get that, which 
his neighbours have : he is of good eſtate, and able to conti- 
nue his liberalicie he ſparerh not, either through niggardlines, 
or through neceſſitic to miniſter reliefe to them that want: 
the other is beggarly, and ſo farre from ſufficiencie to yeeld 
help to his brethren, that he is burthenſome to them, and lieth 
asa charge ypon them. This good eſtate of the godly man is 
deſcribed by the Propher inthe Plalmes, ſaying, He hath di- 
ſberſed and given to the poore, his rightconſnes endureth for e« 


wer, 
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7 by indgement. And che Apolle,according to thistext, 
oth perſwade mento bee laborious, that they maythe becrer 


exerciſeliberalicie, ſaying, Let bims that ftole fteale no more, but Eyheſ 4.29. 


labowr with bis hands the thing that is good that be may. gine to 
bim that needeth, | | 


Verſ.27. The ſacrifice of the wichcd is abomination to the 
Lord : how mach more when he bringeth it with awicked mind, 


T7 ſacrifice 4 the wicked] That ſcruice whatſocuer which 
\& they pretend to performe to God : whether. prayer, 
thankſgiuing,or ought elle,is abomination, very offenſiue and 
difplealing to the Lord; and therefore alſo reieQed of him,as 
a hainous ſinne, See chap. 1 5.8, how much more when he bring- 
eth it with awicked minde? when hee intended to effeR ſome 
miſchiefe, vnder pretext and colour of deuotion, and for the 
caſicreffeRing of his wicked purpoſe : as Balaam,and Balaao 


did, when they intended to curſe the people of God: andas * 
Abſalom who withthe ſhewof performing a vow at Hebroh, 


conſpired againſt Daxid, and raiſed vp rebellion againſt his 
owne father : and as the Pharifies did, who vnder the pretence 
of long prayers, denonred widowes houſes : ſuch was the faſt ap- 


pointed by ſez.abel, and ſolemnized by the Iezralites,gto mur- Efai.$9.4; 


der Naboth : and the people alſo in Eſaies time, who fafted 
for ſtrife and debate, and to ſmite with the fiſt: of wickedveſſe : 
ſuch were the ſermons of them alſo, whom.Pawl chargedro 
haue preached Chrift of enuic,andto adde to his bands. 


_ Verfi28, 4 falſe witneſs ſball periſh: but be that heareth, 


Afr witnes] A vaine perſon, who teftifieth things which 
he neue: heard, or ſaw, witneſſerh/lyes : (for lycs arc vn- 
truths, and deviſed bythe braine.of ſome deceirfull perſon or 
other) /hell periſh : for being inrappedin-bis Senck.or puni- 
ſhed bythe Magitrae,oache ler ; 
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Glence, with ſhame, or cut off from the earth;ſhall nor hue, or 
at leaſt haue no hearing for his lyes any longer time: for his in- 
ability and doubling will bring him out of credir ar leaſt, if 
not deltruCtion. See Chap. 1 9:verſ:5.9. Bat he that heareth the 
trurh of matters knowing alſo the ſame, and being as ir were, 
aneye witnes z ur hepurteth one ſenſe for ſundry) fpeakerh 
conſtantly, telleth the ſame talealwayes and in all places,when 
he is called thereto, whereſoeuer, whenſoeuer, and before 
whom ſoeuer.Pawnl was the ſame man, when he made a ſpeech 
tothe chiefecaptaine, and to Felix, and vnto Fe/?uz, and ynta 
eAgrippa. See Chap.12.19. The oppolition;landeth thus; A 
falſe witnes vttereth matters which he never heard himſclfe, 
and therefore ſhalt periſh, or have his mouth flopped : but 4 
faithfullwitneſſe ſpeakerh nothing bur that hee heareth him- 
ſelfe, or hath certaine knowledge of, and therefore ſhall ſcape 
deſtrucion, and ſpeake conſtantly. 


': Verſe's 9, eA wicked man hardneth his face ; but as for the 
wpright, he direfterh hu WAY. , 


A Wicked man hardeneth his face) The yngodly perſon go- 
& erh on 1n his finning without ſhame, or returning backe : 
the ſeate of baſhfulnes is in the face, ſothat whereas he ſaith, 

he bardeneth hu face, it muſt be ynderſtood that he either de- 
fenderh*his finne, orexcuſethit, or proceedeth thercin with» 
out bluſhing, He is likened to a traveller, that ſetrerh his face 
againſt the windand weathef, and goeth'on forward in his 
journey, whether he bein the way or out of the way, all is 
one with him, Put as for the inft he direfteth his way ; for the 
iuſt man walkerh warily and ſoberly in this-world, and taketh 
care, that neither he erre in any of his opinions, nor ſwerue 
fromthelaw of God in any ofhis ations : wherefore alſo'it he 
be repreued, or iadmoniſhed for atiything hat isnoted to bee 
amiſle in him, he reſfiſteth not, but amenderh his faulc, and as 
much as in himlieth, frameth himſelfe m the;whole courſe of 
bis life, vrito the obedience of the Lords commandements. 


Chep.21. 
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and therefote carelefſe alſo how he walketh: but the righte- 
ous is modeſt and ſhamefaſt,and therefore direftetb his fieps. 


Verſe 20. There is. no wiſdome, nor vnder/{anding , nor 
counſel againſt the Lord. 


B: the particulars he meaneth that there is nothing in 
man, whether wit, policy, or craft, or confederacy, that 
can infringe the decree of God, or hinder the effeR of his pur- 
poſes. For he denieth notthar carnall wit, that the ftreine of 
wicked mens art, that the depth of ſfubtilty,that combinations 
and coniurations arc oppoſed againſt the Lord, with all their 
power, and plotting, and hellſhpraQtifes, but they take no 

lace, they nothing preuaile, as the Pſalmiſt faith, The Lord 
| waprr the connſellof the heathen, andbringeth to naught the 
dewices of the people, The tonnſell of the Lord ſhall ſtand for ener, 
and the thoughts of bis heart throughout all ages. And, Why doe 
the heathen rage, and the people murmur in vaine ? The Kings 
of the earth band themſelues, and the Princes are aſſembled to- 
gether againſt the Lord, and againſt bis (brift : let vs breake 
their bands, and caft their _ from vs. But he that awelleth in 
the heauens ſhall laugh, the Lord ſhall hane thems in derifion, 
Andalthough ſometimes things ſeeme to be effeRed bythe 
cunning praQtiſes of crafty heads againſt God, and godlinefle, 


' againfi =_ men, and iuſt cauſes, yetnothing is done by the 


force of their wit, bur onely by the vertue of Gods will, ſome- 
times for the correion ofhis people; and ſometimes for their 
friall, but all for their good, and our glory, asthe Apoliles to= 
gether apprebended, and acknowledged in that which ſeemed 
the moſt direfull ſuccefle which euer Erfull man found, for the 
crucifying of che -moſt righteous innocent Sauiour- of 'the 
world. Doubtleſſe (ſay they) againſt thine holy foune Teſivs, 
whom thou hadſt — b py) 
with the Gentiles, and the people of Iſrael gathered themſelnes 
together to do whatſocucr thine band,and thy counſellhad deter- 
mined before to be done, For how can any thing be of force a- 
gaiufſt him, who giueth to all creatures their being, and from 
Aaz whom 


Pfal.39.10, 


Pfal. 2,143.3. 


Herod, and Pontine Pilate, AQ4a7. 
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. - - * whom men receive all the faculties oftheir mind;andfrengreh 
--- * -» .afthes bodies; who foreſceth. all future purpoſes, and de- ' 
Bo $5 fignements: who afſigneth to'cuery man, all the aRions thit , _ | 
'* - ; _-  heſhalleffe@twho ispreſent ineuery place with wiſdome and .. + : 
+ might, ro croſſe all adyerſary craft and power, * - | 5 


—— Verſe 31... Fhe borſe 4 prepared for the day of battel: bar” © | 


fafetie ns of the Lord. + 7% | 
He horſe is prepared] So ate weapons aMb, and armour; 
© & and{ouldiers chat ſhduld yſe them; they are muſtred, and 
 theyaretrained: yer. the vitoryis doubrfull how great ſoeuer 
\ the army be, how good ſocuer the armour is, and how skilfull 
andvaliant ſocuctthewarriers be : For the King i non ſanedby 
the-mmltitude of an hoſt, neither u the mighty man delinered by 
Plal.33-16.17, his great ſtrength, A horfe « a vainthelþe, and ſhall not detiuer 
any by his great ſtrength : for ſafety is of the Lord,/hee giueth 

owergo that fide which ſhall win the field; withour' need os = 

Datos of their forces: for ſometimes the ſmaller mukitudepre- 

_  vaile, ang.ſometimes the weake ſonldicispreuaile, as thewiſt 
man by experience obſcrited, ſaying, romnrncd and ſaw vndey 
Eccleſ9.11, theſurne thattherace is not tothe ſwift, nor the battell to the © 

froxg, Now it-is not Salomons intention tolimir:the'point; - 

and ieſtraine it to this particular, but his meaning is thatthe 
fucceſle of cuery thing is in Gods hands, and ftandeth notin 

the force ofthe meanes, thoughneuer ſolawfulland likely, as 
itis ſaid, Except the Lord build the heufe,they labonr in vaine 
Phal.n27.2.2, That Gnild it : Except the Lordkeepe the city,the keeper watch- 
 . eth muaine: [tis in vaixe for you toriſe vp early, and lie downe 
Hate, &c, For though great paines/bee-taken for riches, yer 
wealth is from the Lord:though gecatfiehes be gotten forthe 
raiſing vp, and ſupportance of « family, yet honor;and: cta- 
bliſhment is from'the Lord:though-counfeltbe taken; anddi- 
ligence be vſed, forthe following of cauſes, and managing'of 
ſuits, yet the ſentence is fromthe Lordithoughpbyſicke be mis 
niftred,and medicines applied, yet theirecouery ofealthyjs 

fromtlicLord,&c. - :- 5 vet! font nh ENT 18 
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Verſe'r. ef good name ts tobe choſen rather then great ri- 
ches,and lowing fauonr then ſilner and gold, 


ZAR ALS Good name, | viz. Reputation, ora good report 

IX.) gotten by good men, for weldoing : (for it 
ez. is not.that .commendation. which. is. giuen. 
by thewicked, for doing of that which plea- 
BZ ſeththeir bumour ) x to bee choſen, by ſuch as: 
" loveandfeare the Lord,and the fellowſhip of 
his Saints.rather then great r1ches, more then any commodi- 
ties of chis ite, In the b 


ooke of Ecclefiaftes, jtis preterred be-,;Eccleſ.7.25 


forethe beſt oynrments,which inthoſe parts were of great va-,Marth.26, 
lue, and were reckonedfor treaſures, and eſteemed with the,;,. _s 
moſt pretious things. For amans credit,and honour is,of out=- p;ou.ro.7. 


ward chivgs his belt poſſefſion, Becaulc it is peculiar to good 
men; whereas other things ina more'plencitull meaſure, are 
among the wicked, Hypocrites and finners may bee applau- 
ded : as Herod, and the Phariſces were; bur it will turne to: 


their perpetuall ſhame at che laſt,as Herod telr, andthe Phari- A&.rz. 
ſees were foretold, The deepeſt hypocrite cannot poſſiby LuK6.26, 


long retaine his cſtimation,or at all attaine vnto true praiſe : 
for thatis neuer ſeparated from a good conſcience, foraſmuch 


as it is not of men onely,but of God himſelfe,and is alway the gom.z,29; 


perfume of faith, and obedience : and herein itis more excel= 
leat then any earthly ſubſtance,in that it is ſo durableand per», 
petuall : deach bereaveth a man of all his -goods; rhey are 
owned by a new maſter ſo ſoone as ſoule md body bee ſepa- 

rate ;but iuſt praiſe remaineth ill a mans owne : it taryeth 

behind him in earth;and.goeth with; bim alſo to heauen, and, 
- will moſt grace him arthe laſt-day, at the Indgement ſeate of 
Ieſus Chriſt.. It may 'ſceme ſometimes to, beeabaliſhed, by; 
the nialitious-ſlanders, and accuſations of wicked men; as. 
TW Aa 3 Naboths 


Pal.3.3+ 


Pfal.106.46. 


Luk.z;5 z; 


gre 


%s 
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243 Paovazns. Chap.22. 
Nabotbs was when hee was defamed as a blaſphemer, and a 
traitor :. but it is obſcured but for arime, as it were clouds 
comming betweene mens eyes, and therayes of the ſunne x 
but ir cannotbe taken away for euer,no more thenclouds can 
euer keepe the Sunne from ſhining : for they that cannot rake 
away grace,can neuer take away true glory, Yaite on the Lord: 
(faich Dauid )axd he ſhall bring forth thy righteonſneſſe as light 
and thy iugement a5 noone - eAnd lowing fauonr , that 
good hiking whereby any perſon is acveptable and gratious 
in the fight of God and man: rben filuer and gold,then thoſe 
things that are moſtdefired and conered after in the world : 
for is a great blefling from God ypondne cauſe to bee belo. 
ued and fauoured ofmen,. This is obſcrueable in Dariel,in To 
ſeph,in Daxid : & inmany others whomthe Scripture menti- 
oneth,and eſpecially our Saujour himſelte, who is faid r9en- 
creaſe in wiſedome; and ftature, and fanoxr bothwith God and 
men By this meanes-many benefis are obrained, which other= 
wiſe could nor bee gotten; and much good is done which 
withour this couldnot be I : as the preſeruation of 
the Church by Heer and CMordeeap : the building of the 
Temple by Zerwbbabel : and the repairing of Ieruſalem by 
Nehemiah. The Scriptures abound with examples of this na- 
rate, 


Verſ. 2. Therich and the poore meet togetber, and the Lord 
5 the maker of them all, 


Eh rich | Who for a time hath abounded with wealth, 
and preatplemty,cither by hisowne getting, or by other 
mens gifture,or by any ſuch meanes,(whetherutt, or yarigh- 
reous, )as it hath pleaſed Gods. moſt righteous prouidenceto 
dire&for that purpoſe, ad tbe poore,hee rhat hathcafted of 
adacrfity,anddrunke of the bitter <up of penurie, doe meet 10+ 
gather, not all, bur forme, whomche Lord ſomeimes ſinglech 
outfrom the reſt, of both eftares, co makerhem acquainted 
with boch eftates, doe finde an akerarion of rheir former” 
conditions, the one falling or rifing to ther which the other 
formerly had becne ; 2s paſſengers journeying from'con- 

travy 


X 
\ / 
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coafts, doe meet in the mid way,and this man trauellerk 
Da whence that man is lately gone and depar- 
ted, For no outward eftate is certainly perpetuall, and vt 
changeable, but tha falleth out to be true which both FHas- 
nah,the gratious mother of Samne!, and Mary, the bleſſed 


mother of Chriſt did fing : They that were full are hired forth 1.Sam.2.5. 


for bread,and the hungrie are no more hired, And, be hathpur 
downe the mighty from their ſeates,andexalted them of low de- * 
gree, He bark 
the rich empty .Riches would be vntollerably admired, ifthere 
were a perpetuity of them, ſithence that now being ſo fugi- 
tiue they are fo goody cauered, and ſo confidently truſted 
in, And the ftability of their Rate which had once gotten the 
ge” ſubſtance would turneto the hurt of their neigh- 
ours,who ſhould thereby continually be depriued ofthe be 
nefits thereof: for if all waters ſhould be dammed vp in a few 
-mens ponds, what would become of rhe grounds, and cattell 
of others? Onthe other fide,pouerty certaine and continuall, 
would impaire that cheerfulnefle which js in labour and dili- 
gence,and thatthankfulnes for the good ſuccefle of the fame : 
Gods promiſes for carthly blefſings would not be fo forcible, 
nor his power and i ſocleere and conſpicuous, Azd 
the Lord is the maker of them all,che maker of the men, the ma- 
ker of their eftares,aud themaker ofthat change and alterati- 
on which often happeneth, that the one might become grate- 
full, and the other humble. This parity didrich /ob'acknow. 
ledgeto bebetweene himſelfe, and his poore vnderlings, his 
ſeruants,his bondmen. Did not bee that made me in the womb, 
make him? and did not one faſhion us in the wombe ? It is hee 
then that giueth life, and breath, and reaſon, and being toall: 
and it is he that allotreth to every man his portion, ſome to be 


$#-* full, fomerto be empry, ſome to haye much, ſome to be worth 


- -:- 


£zJixle: fometo be able to giue, ſome to haue need to receiue. 

Wo were rich, the bleffing would not be ſo acceptable,accor- 
as many excellent gifts, being yet common, are not, as 
t,warmch, water, ayre,8&c, Neither would there ſceme 
much nced of prayer for ſubſiance, or the preſeruati- 
Aak4 on 


filled the hungry with good things, and ſent away Lul.z.52.53. 


Iob 31,1, 


Plal.37:;8, 


Deut.r5.17. 


350 Provenss. | Chats 


on thereof. If no man were in want, few men would take 
panes to rrauell for others, if neceſſity did not compell them 
and then.chere wovld be none to cxerciſe mercy vpon..If all 
were poore,who ſhould be the helpers of them? who ſhould 
ſupply their wants, and miniſter relicfe vynto them? And who 
covld carrie the countenance, the port, and conſequently the 


reverence of magiſtracie,and of publike authority? 


Verſ. 3. «A prudent man foreſeeth the evill,and biaeth him 
ſelfe : bur the ſimple paſſe 0n,and are puniſhed, * © 


Prudent man, | He that hath learned holy and heauenly 

_ & wiſedome, ſeeth the plague, forcſeeth ſome iudgement 
and puniſhmentready to fall vpon himſelfe, or the publike c= 
ſtare, which hee diſcerneth by the knowledge of fins commir- 
ted,and the due meditation of thethreatnings of God againſt 
the ſamec; all which he verily beleeueth will be executed, azd- 
bideth himſelfe, dealeth like diſcreet perſons, who apprehen« 
ding by ſight or fgnes ſome tempeſt ariſing, betake them- 
ſelues to couert, either in a houſe, or vnder a buſh, or in ſome 
other commodious and ſafe place of refuge, Spirituall fore- 
fight and preuention of evils, is by ne. of the ſinnesthar 
may bring hurt; or by humbling our ſclues after finnes com< 
mitted, as /s/iah did for himſelfe andthe people; and by de- 
pending on God alone, without truſting to, or viing of any e= 
uill meanes, Rachab, the Gibeonites, and Nineuites,are preg- 
nant examples for this purpoſe : but the /imp.e, thoſe fillie and 
wicked fooles, worſe then witlefſe idiots ; which will neither 
take notice of their iniquities, nor fearing the threatnings of 
God denounced again{t the ſame, paſſe on, in their wicked 
waics and tranſgrefſions,not ſecking any ſhelter ſo much as of 
God himſelfe,and are puniſhed, ouertaken with ſome euils,eis 
ther by curſes in this world, or with condemnation in the 
world to come :for all obſtinate and impenitent perſons muſt 
needs bring deſtruction vpon themſelves at the laſt, as the. 
Scriptures threaten. -The tranſgreſſors ſhall bee deftrozed toges 
ther aud the end ef the wicked ſhall be cut off,” And, did not my 


words,. 
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words,and my ſtatutes, which I commanded by my ſeruants the 
Prophets;take holdon you” fathers, and they returned and ſaid, 
As the Lord of hofts hath determmed todo wnto vs,according 
fo our owne waies,and according to orr workes, ſo hath bee dealr 
with vs, Andthis both in regard of Gods 1wſtice, truth, curſe, 
and oath : inregard of Gods people, who ſhould nor bee fo 
happie by ſhunning of finne,if wicked men mighrliue therein, 

and not bee miſerable. Though a ſinner doe exill an hunared GE 
times,and his dates bee prolonged : yet ſwrely I know ut ſhall bee Ecclel.8. 12, 
well with them that feare the Lord, which feare before hin, 


Zach.1.6, 


Verſ. 4. The reward of humility and the feare of the Lord, is 
riches ,honour,and life, 


He reward, Thoſe bleſſings wherwith God doth recom- 

pence ham/ity,that amiable grace of lowlinefſe, when a 
man eſteemeth baſcly of himſclfe,and thinketh wel of others, 
and accordingly gimng honour, and not taking of it ; andof 
the feare of the Lord, ſound picty and godlineſſe : zs riches, the 
plentie of good things, ſo farre as they are ſafe for their ſoules; 
hoxonr, that good name that hath been commended inthe 
firlt verſe; and /ife, a comfortable continuance in this life, vn» 
till they be ripe for another,and then the enioyment of thar, 
with all happinefle for cuer. See chap. 3. 15.and 16.17. 


Verſ. 5. Thornes and ſnares are in the way of the froward: 
But he that doth keepe his ſoule ſhallbe farre from them, 


oo and ſrares ) Moſt grieuous plagues and puniſh- 
ments, ſuch-as are contrary to thereward promiſed to 
the humble anq godly in the former verſe : the thornes of pe= 
nurie, want, and beggery: the thornes of contempr,and the 
ſnares of death,are in theſe waies and courſes which he taketh, 
and that impious and wretched life which hee liueth : for itis 
the portion of godlefſe men, to goe with miſery to their de- 
Rruction, As the. end of Pharaoh, Achab, Haman, and the 

{wholerabble of that helliſh crue doth make the world to ſee. 
Cc He : 


Tob.z 1.19; 


| Chanoc. 
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353 PROVERB Chap.22. 


He that doth keepe his ſonle, that hath eenfideration of his 
owne ſaluation and good cfiate: (for itis apart put for the 
whole ) ſhall bee farre from them, from ſuch miſerics as 
hang ouer theſe mens heads, and therefore alfo fromthoſe 
miſdemeanours as pull downe ſuch iudgements vpon them. 
Loe (faich Iob ) their good is not in their hand,let the counſell of 
the wicked he farre from me. How oft ſhall the candle of the wic« 
hed bee put out? and how oft commeth their deftruition ypon 
them : God diftributeth his anger vpon them. 


Verſ. 6. Traine vp a child in the way wherein he ſhould walk, 
and be will not depart from it when he 1 old. 


| ans vp achild] Giue inftrution vnto him, the manner 
whereof may bee gathered, nor onely by the mention of 
child, but by the Laos ofthe Hebrew word, which is 
as much as if it were ſaid, catechize him, initiate him, enter 
him(as it were) properly dedicate him, as they did their hou- 
ſes new buile vnto the Lord, informe him therefore accor- 
ding to his capacity inthe grounds and principles of religion, 


 admeniſh him alſo of his faules, teach him how to reforme 


them; reQtifie and-ſrengthen him, whiles hce is yet a flexible 
ou , plucke vpthe weedes whichyer begin to grow in his 
ieart, while they be young and tender, before they haue ta- 
ken too much rooting, Saint Pas! requireth the performance 


of the ſame duty, ſaying ; Bring vp, or nurſe vp your ebildren 
in the feare of the Lord, Hee would haue them to ſucke inre- 


ligion, if not with their mothers milke, yet ſhortly after aſ- 
ſoone as they are capable of ir, Here are two reaſons which 
may moue mento obey this precept: The firſt is the cauſe 
thereaf,in that ynderſtanding piety,and-Chriftian behaviour, 
is the way cuen of younglings : according tothe Prophers te- 
Rimonic Fberewith ſhalla young man, (the word is the ſame 
which here we tranſlate child) Cleanſe bis way, in taking beed 
thereto according to thy word. Now then fuhence it is fo, it is 
good to ſer them en forwardig ſo happie @ ieurney betime 
in the morning, that they may take the whole ay i 
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| theme, The ſecondis the eiſeR, bee ſhall net drjurt therefrom 
hes be o/d, the Gafoning of youth —— 


Fa found the benefic, And 
apprehended ſo much grace and vertue. This cauſeth memo- 
ric long to-keepethe printof the ficlt Rampe : and the de- 
lights and cuRomes of youth will noe cofily be extinguiſhed, . 
et cxegtures which arc tamed when they are 
young,and from cheteaces of the damme, continue lefle wild 
andficrcethen others of the ſame kind, ſo long as they liue. . 
Although this timely teaching doth not in all rakethis good 
effeR,yert it doth in very many,and is Gods ordinance for the 
fame,andthe parents exercifing of it may rake this comfort, . 
that they haue obeyed the Lord, and neglected no dutic te 
their children. . 


Verſc7. The richruleth ower the poore, and the borrower is 
ſernant to the linger, 


"Fro oner the poore | Becauſe the poore man 
tandeth in need oftherich, hee thatis wealchie-becom. 
meth his Lord, vſurping authority, and bearing away the 
ſway for all matters : for every thing. muſt be as hee will haue - 
it, end the borrower is ſeruant to the lender : for heethar goerh 
a borrowing(as we ſay-gocth a ſorrowing : ) for he loſeth his - 
liberty, and is many times athis inferiours commandement, . 
They are often feared,and crouched vnto with cap and cour- 
telie, and magnified like young makers, which hane neither 
wiſedome, parentage, nor good nature; nor good qualities, 
nor anything clic to adorne them ; bur only- becauſe menare 
in their debts and danger who are vynworthic to bee ſcruants, 
(ſo baſe they are and contemptible, —_—_ nothing to ſet 
themforth, but money and wealth) doe take ypon themes - 
bee Lords, frowning vpon, rating, andchreatning, and-con- 
remptuouſly vilifying thoſe thac arefarre their berrers. And - 


by theſe rwo cirgurattances the wiſe man teacherh, —_—_— £ 
wealth is 2. yiuall occalion of ceucky and infolency, w m_ 
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Iſa.47.7. 


Job 4.8. 


Pxovarns. - Chit 42 © 
alſo the Apoſtle Saint /ames obſerued, ſaying: Dor nor the 
rich. 0th As W's EAR before the indgewert ſeates? And 
Daxiel delcribing the condition of one of the Monarches or 
Monarchies, faith, that in his greatnefſe he was {the to 4 [ox 
with Eagles wings;ſtrong and fierce, and borne vp high; but 
when his (tate fell, his Romacke alſo came ſomewhat tamed 
for when he was ſet on the ground ypon his feet, that @ mans 
heart (which is more mild and moderate)Was ginen vnto bim, 
For it pufteth vp the heart, and maketh men proud and haugh- 
tie, thinking themſelues the worthieſtmen, and condemnin 
all others: and ſo it commethtopaſſe alſo by the incquality 
of power: for they ſce them(ſclues ſo'{trengthened by thei? 
ſ{ubſtance;thar they be able to preuaile in what they will, and 
all chepoore vnable torefift them, Security alſs is commonly 
ioyned with a great eſtate : for they that are vp aloft, doe not 
ſo much as dreamethat they are ſue to falling, bur their 
proſperity will bee, perpetuall; as the Propher bringeth in 
proud Babel boaſting : [ ſhall bee a Laay for ener, ſo that thou 
didft not lay theſe things to thy heart ,nether remembred} thy 
latter end, Andin all this their follie and madnefle, they are 
yery much forwarded by the inchantment of flatrerers, 


' Ver{\.$, He that ſoweth iniquity, ſhallreape vanity, ayd the 
rod of bis anger ſhallfaile. - | - 


H E that [owerh iniquity, | Hee that giueth bimſelfe ouer 


with grecdinefle to commit finne,ſhallreape vanity,con- 
digne puniſhment and calamity, eſpecially from God in due 
time, It is an. allegoricall ſpeech from husbandmen, which 
conclude of an harueſt afrer their ſeeding, and looke what 
graine they ſow,that they make reckoning to haue a crop of; 
and ſo wicked men doe neceflarily prepare miſery for them= 
ſelucs,as Elphaz: by obſeruation and preofe informed 7ob, 
ſaying, 1s [ haze ſcene they thatplough injquitie, and ſow wic- 
kedneſſereapethe ſame. The truth whereof alſothe Apoſtle 
Paul confirmethas moſt cerraine andinfallible, gray rot 
the Galathians not to 'beedeceinediti the matter; as — 
FIFG Go 
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| bialſoreap.Vpo mens groundſomrimes row in 
of whear; and cockle in ſtead of barley : bur this finfull ſeed-. 
man, is ſure'to haue higzowne againe, and thit in full propor- 
* tion,there will bee neither alterationof graine, nor defect of 
\ growth ;che truth and iuftice of God willneuer permit char, 
This is perpetbally crue in all maniner finnes-whereuato they 
addiQrhemfelucspvichour repentance, eſpecially of tyranniie 
and oppreſſion, the rod of 9is auger ſpall faile, that is, asinhis 
rogencic and indignftiofthe that ſcourged the poore,fo h2e > 
- halihe*ſcourged therewith, andirſhall beeſpent ypon him 
Glfe;Gthar he ſhall hayEno-powerto hurt othets : for the 
rare vighentand cruell wicked menare, the neerer their po- 
wer Uayveth' to an eng: for the harder and:more often men 


ftrikewithehe rod, the more they wafte it, _ -- 


Verſ.9. Hethat hath a bountiful eye fluthe bleſſed : for bee 
giveth of bis breadre thepoors; - * EF 255 


HE that hath « bountifulleye ] Hee that is mercifull-an@li= 

4&4 becrallroward others (fora good man will haue hiseye, 
and otherſſenſes ro further his-heatg'ro compatſion © as Moſes - 
went to ſeethe burthens of his brethren 7 and thoſe blefled 
ones whom our Sauiour will praiſeatthelaft day, viſwed the 
hungry the thirftie the ficke the priſeners) (us conrariwiſc an 
euill cye is putfor an cnuious and cuill'perfon, becauſe with 
the ſame he corrupreth his heart} /hall be'bleſſed:* for not only 
men will wiſh'him well, butthe Lord himſelfe willpowre y_ 
enhim ftore-of carthly and heauenly bleſſings :-1o that'the 
fruites of good grace/ſhallencreaſe with him: for be giveth of 
bur breadtothe goore,) andall orher neceſſatics, according ts- 
_ wood, v6" Loo 2. 179 cn e0aerA 

 dingtohis ownes goodie, - will-yceld hinv»therecompenee 
of bis goodnefſle, - IE: - KH | "? -o 
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' God might be mocked: For whatſdener a man ſaweth,thas ſhall ga1 6 ; 
iftles g legs M-” 
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Rom.,16, 


Pſal.120,6. 
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Verſ. 10, Caft ont the ſcorner,and contention ſhall gor ont : 
yea ſtrife and reproch ſhall ceaſe, 


Aſt ont, | Thou whomit concerneth, as hauing a calling - 

thereunto,as farre as thou mayeſt with equity, and con- 
veniencie expell and baniſh out of thy companie, thy familie, 
and iuriſdiftion, the ſcorner, hee that contemneth good men, 
41 inſtructions, good martter.For beſide the reaſon perticu- 
atly ſpecified,there is great reaſon why hee ſhould bee aban- 
hs : becauſe hee is infeRious, andable to corrupr all thar 
conuerſe with him, He delighterh to crouble the company of 
godly men,and diſturbe all good conferences,if there bee an 
poſſibility of cure to be done of him; this diſgracefull expul- 
ſion isthe moſt likely meanes to worke vpon his heart,and re» 
claime him : or if he receiue no beneficby it, it will bee an ex- 
emplarie warning and adiyonition to others, and contention 
betweene him and others well affeRed ſhall haue an end, For 
there is no way to auoid contention with ſcorners, but by ex- 
cluding them out of our companie, For while they giue them- 
ſelues to contradicting and ſcorning,and take acerraine pride 
and pleaſure therein, they doe nothing but prouoke braw- 
ling and quarrels. Yet by that meanes of thruſting out ſcor- 
pers, ſtrife not onely with him, but part taking many finnes 
with others,and reproch,ſhame for,and infollow:ng ſuch dif 
cord, fhallceaſe, be compoſed, andprocced no further, Hee 
meaneth that difſolute men are either the aurhors, or main- 
tainers of contention, and ſtrife, which without them would 
either neuer have been begun,or being kindled would ſoone 
be quenched : for they aredeſtitute of the peace of God in 
their hearts, forthey are enemies to peace,and to euery godly 
man that defireth fo live peaceably, as David complaineth, 
ſaying: 1 am for peace, when I ſpeaks thereof they are for 


Wearre, 


by 


Verſ.1t. 


Chap.22. 
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Verſe 11: He that loueth purents of beart, for the grace of 
bis lips, the King ſhall be bis friend, | 


E that loueth parenes of heart Which is ſincere, and yp- 

right inthe inward man,defning that grace which accor= 
ding to his wiſh his ſoule cannot fo fully attaine vnto, de- 
reſting that corruption which hee cannor perfetly be purged 
from:fer the grace of his lips;becaaſe he vtrereth aifo gracious, 
and pratefull things, not ſuch as tickle the eares , but ſuch as 
effect a faithfull heart : for ir 15 the note of ſincerity to ioyne 
heart and tongue together in good cauſes, euen by our Saui- | 
ours teftimony wha declareth,thar 4 good man, out of the good Matr2.35, 
treaſure of his heart, bringeth forth good things. To this a- 
greeth that of the Pſalmitt, CAfine heart will vtter forth a good 
matter, I will intreat in my workes of the King, my tongue i as Pl3l.45.r. 
the pen of a ſwift writer, The King ſhallbe bu friend, he ſhall and 17.3 
be well, andfriendly yſcd of great perſonages:for the King ei- 
ther will, or ſhoald delightin fach perſors, as Dawid did in 
Hafbai, His purpoſe is, to declare that faithfulnes is the beſt 
way to preferment : as we ſee it verifiedin /oſepb, in Daviel,in 
Atordecai,and ſundrie others recorded in the Bible. For hone=- 
ſy, andplaine dealing is a thing deſirable: and therefore men 
for their owne ſakes,often make choice of, and imploy ſich as 
they may truſt and rely ypon, And God hath the Kings heart 
is bis hand, to deriuetisloue ynto his ſeruants, and to brin 
thoſe intp his fauour, which are beloued,and fauoured of him, . 
and that many times for the vſe, and comfort of diuers of his 
children: for by the loue of Pharao to /oſeph,all thefamily of 
acob was relicucd z andby the kindnes of Aſhxeroſh ro Eſter; 
the whole Church atd nation ofthe Iewes was preſerued, Ir 
ſcemeth tharthe acceprarion of the ſound hearted man in this- 
verſe,is oppoſedto the reietion of the ſcorner in the yerſe 

re, 


Verſe 13. 


. Verſe 12. Theejer of the Lord preſerne knowleige : but bes - © 
exertbroweth the matters of the tranſgreſſor. 


"He eyes of the Lord] His gratious mercie, and greatpro- 
or (for EE ena God after the manner and 
capacitic of men)preſer#e, keepe in ſafetie from all burt and 
danger,kyowledge, men indued with true knowledge and wiſ- 
dome, the qualities ofthe minde being put by a Merormymic, 
forthe perſons indued therewith and their ſtate, and affaires 
alſo,as may be collefted by the Antitbeſis, but be overthrow- 
eth the matters of the tranſgreſſer : ſometimes hee reſiſteth ar 
the beginning of their attewprs: ſometimes they proccede on 
iotheir buſinefle in great hope, and likelihood of happie ſuc- 
ceſſe : but when they are aboutto ſet on the roofe, their foun- 
dation faileth, and downe commeth all their building, their 
words, their thoughts, their aRions, their Rate, all that they 
ſaid, purpoſed, did or had gotten, is quite ouerturned, and 
commeth to naught : For God doth ſer himſelte againſtthem 
- in euery one of theſe, The oppoſition Randeth thus : The eyes 
of the Lord preſerne ſuch as haue knowledge, and chireſdrs 
eſtabliſheth their matters, but they are direed againſt thoſe 
_ are ſinfully ignorant, and therfore ouerthroweth their 
affaires, 


Verſ. 13. The flothfull man ſaith there is a Lion without : I 
ſhall be ſlaine in the ſtreetes, a 


THe ſlotbfull man] He that giuerh himſelfeto idlenes, and 
loytering, ſaith a Lion is without: although hee ytter not 
the ſame woxds which are ſet downe in this place, yer hee {o 
behaueth.himſelfe,as if hee ſpake them, by faining of lers, and 
fearing of dangers, as lofle of life, or of fauour, orof liberrie, 
or of money, hath alwaies one excuſe or orher, either in bis 
heart,or in his mouth :For this complaint of the Lion is bur 
caſting of an imagined perijll ; imagined,I fay,becauſc he _ 
ke 


_ FVerſer3. ProvnRES 
kerh a Lambeto be a Lion,and is terrified with his owne con- 
ceit: For Lions haunt not in fireeres, but in woods and wil- 
derneſfles : andifa Lion were in the {treetc of acitie, or towne, 
there would bee helpe enough to laue the man, and kill the 
bea't.fo that there need to be ne ſuch dread to beſlaine there» 
in. It is the purpoſe of the holy Ghoſt to declare the dif; oft- 
tion of men/ thar are ynwillivg ro doe good, they will deviſe 
ſhifrs, and faine excuſes,needlefle,and tcniclefie,and very ab- 
ſurd, rather then they will be induced to pertorme that which 
they affe&t not. King Zedezab was perſwaded to yeeld him= 
ſelte ro the King of Babel, and fo he, his people, and the citie 
ſhould be ſpared from the (word: but hee durſt nor forſooth, 
becauſe be was afraid of the Tewes that were fallen unto the king 
of Babel, leſt they ſhould be delinered to 1hem, and they Would 
mocke him, Certaine ſearchers were ſent with /oſhua and Ca- 
{eb into the land of Cavaan,to view the countrie,to the intent 
they mipht bring good newes tothe people, & animate them 
to goc and take poſlcthion thereof: but they wanted courage, 
and hadno mindeto incounter withthe Canaanites, & theres 
fore could picke quarrels againſt the place, and finde out rea- 
ſons in reſpeR of the perſons, to afray themſclues,and all their 
brethren from that expedition, The cities are walled(fay they) 


and exceeding great,the people be ſirong that dwell inthe land: Numb.13.33. 


it is a land that eateth vp the mbabitants of it : andthe men that 
are in it are of great ſ/ature : for we ſaw giants the ſornes of A- 
nah , which came of the giants,ſo that we ſeemedin onr ſight like 
graſhoppers,4and ſo wee were intheir fight, Was there euer any 
thing more gratious, comfortable, and lightſome, then the 
kingdome ot Chriſt? and hath euer any gouernment becne 
more milde and righteous, then that of Daxid, his ſubftituce 
and figure? and yetthe contemptuous rebels which refuſed 
to ſubmit themſelues thereunto, could picke quarrels againſt 
the lame, as ifthey had been cruell and tyrannous, accounting 
them rather priſons and Iayles,then tollerable {ores 


Vs, 


= vs (ſay they ) breake their bands, and caſt their cordes ppg), 11, 
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be that is abhorredof the Lord ſha 


360 Provinas Chap.22. 


Verſe 14. The month of 4 Te 7 _ is 4 deepe ditch, 
fall therein, 


He month] The faire ſpeeches,and flattering words ytte- 
red by the mouth of « frange woman, of an harlot, or 
whore,js 4 deepe ditch,full of grear danger. is very ficly com- 
pared toapit, becauſe he that falleth thercinto cannot riſe yp 
againe, bur is plunged into eternall and moſt fearefull deftru- 
Qion,and bottomleſſe miſerie. See chap.7.26.27. 
eAnd bee that is abhorred of the Lord] Such a one againſt 
whom God is prouoked- by former wickednes ; being deli. 
uered. yp by him into-a reprobate ſenſe, through a peculiar 
kinde of reuenge,ſhall be ſeduced by her,as this our Sa/omox 
elſwhere alſo reftifieth; / find wore bitter then death the woman 
whoſe heart is ſnares and nets, and her hands as bands : who (0 
[ne5 nog God ſhall eſcape from ber : but the ſinner ſhall be taken 
by her. | 


Verſe 15. Fooliſhnes is bound to the heart of a child : but the 
rod of gorreflion ſballdrixe it out. 


| Oawewr Wantonnes, frowardnes, and ſimplicitic ſprea- 
 deth it ſelfechorow the whole fleſh of youth, but eſpecial- 
ly hath aboadiintheir ſoules, where it is deeply rooted : For 
their reaſon is weake , their will waiward, and their whole 
heart addited and-inclinedto euill, And this corruption is 
bound yp in ſuch ſortin achildes heart, as that its faft ryed 
thereunto,as a packe or a fardell is to an horſes back. Sorhen 
all children, as well as elderfolke,are addicted and inclinedro 
evill,finnezand folly, And Daxid yeeldeth a reaſon hereof: (for 
that which heeteſtifiech of himfelfe pertainerh to. all. others) 
when hee ſaith, that be was borne in iniquitie, and that in ſinne 
bis mother had-conceined him. But the-rod of correft:ion mill 
drine it-ont : CorreQion giuen with the;rod will be.a very 
good-meanes to remoue it, For the medicines againſt gone, 
which God yſeth to cuery age, bee efteQtuall to his my 
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that age :as tothe elder ſort, the Word, the Sacraments, and 
cenſures of the Church : to the younger ſort, eſpecially ro 
ſuch as are yer but tender, inſtruions, with the rod of parents 
and gouernours, 


Verfſ.16. He that oppreſſeth the poore to increaſe his riches, 
ard he that gineth tothe rich, ſhall ſmrely come to poxertie, 


E that oppreſſeth the poore] Either by fraud, or force, or 

any indirect meanes, ts increaſe hisriches,to make him= 
ſelfe more rich and mightie thereby : for they that rake away 
from the needie, viually beltow where no neede is, and the 
greateſt oppreſſors are commonly great bribers of thoſe that 
are aboue them, and often make feaſts to their ſuperiours, to 
get them to betheir friends,androſeruetheir rurnes: that their 
faults may be winked at, and diſpenſed with : and to faue their 
credit, which is impeached by their violent and ynmercifull 
dealing, ſhall ſurely come to want, For crueltic,and yniuſt dea- 
ling,is the way to overthrow a mans efiate,as Zophar witneſ. 
ſeth : That which hee laboured for ſhall he reffore, and ſhall not 

| ſmallow it downe:according to his ſubtance ſhall his reftitstion 

be,and he ſhall not reioxce therein. Becauſe he hath oppreſſedthe 1,1, 0g , 
poore, becanſe hee hath violently taken away an houſe which hee $a 
builded not, The Lord by law of requitall doth oftentimes 
expoſe them to opprefſion, or elſe otherwiſe powrerh a curſe 
vpon them : this ſometimes they haſten by their owne greedy 
defires, in ſtriuing ro compaſſe great matrers, and ro-that end 
give tothe rich, and namely ro the Vſurers, that they may fur- 
niſhthem with money, when there will not be ſufficient for 
the purpoſe : who having gottenthem into their clutches, do 
pray vpon them, vnrillthey haue dfawne them drie,neuer cea- 
fing to ſucke;ſo long as there is any moiſture in their eſtate. 


Verſ.17. Bow downe thine eares, and heare the words of the 
* Wiſe,axd applie thine heart tomy vnderftanding. 
 ERom'the beginning of thetenth chapter,corhis place, di- 
Fw bricke ener, have w_ -y downe, rather by way 
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of dodrine, then exhortation. Now that tile being altered 
Salomon returneth to take vnto him the perſon of afather,and 
for the moſt part doth ſpeake afrer that manner which he vſed 
in che nine firſt chapters, and this courſe he holdeth in the rem- 
nant of this chaprer,and the two next following. Apgaine,cx- 


Horcarion is here propounded, which is {ct foorth by the ſub. 


ictofir: the duties whereunto hee doth perſwadevs in this 
verſe, and is inforced by reaſons for confirmation of it, in the 
foure next following, Thedurie is firſt ſer downe more gene. 
rally, toembrace the words of wiſe men : and more particu- 
larly to be attentive to his knowledge : Bow downe thine eares, 
and hearken unto the words of the wiſe, bend the ſenſe of hea- 
ring,which is the entrie of ynderſtanding, vnte the ſpeeches, 
and writings of the godly learned, For regard isto be had ro 
the documents and inſicuciions of men indued with pietie 
and ynderſtanding, and that doth Daxid require ofallin that 
ample and ſerious exhortation : Heare. thrs. all yee people, 
gineeare all ye inhabitants of the world, Our neederequireth 
it, who cucr wee are, though as Daxid, or Peter : and. Gods 
blefling is beſtowed vpon thoſe-thar are attentiue to ſuch, 
Chap.13.14. and his iudgements purſue ſuch as reieAthem : 
as we may ſee in Rehoboam,in eAmaziah,and in Elies ſonnes, 
and apply thine heart to my knowledge. See chap.2.2. 


Verſe 18, For it is a pleaſant thing if thou keepe them within 
thee,they ſhall mithall be fitted in thy lips, 


He reaſon whereby:he doth confirme his doQtine,is firſt 

. from the deleQation, and delightfalnes- of it, in the be- 
ginning ofchis yerſe: the ſecond trom. the commoditie and 
vſcfulnes of it,in the latter part of this verie,and inall the next: 
thirdly,fromthe exccllencie and dignitie of it, in the ewen- 
ticth verſe : fourthly, from the certaintic and iruth, in the'one 


-and rwentieth. | 


For it is a pleaſant thing, thie hearing;and vndetftanding of 


they, and all, other Scriptures, #;ſreete, and comfortablegas 
Joytull coche heart, as any aſpeRoor beautifull ſight can po 
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rafte : For they are found and felt to bee ſweeter then the 


 ſibly betotheeye,orthe moſt delicious foode'can bee tothe” * 


hony , or the hony combe, For by theſe a man is eftated in pgyyg.ce. 


Chiiſt, in Gods fauour, in heauen, and inallthe promiſes : if 
thou keepe them within thee, in thy heart, in thy minde, and in 
thy memorie : the Hebrew word is in thy belly, which ſome- 
times in the Scriprures is raken for the inward parts,or facul- 
ties of the ſoule,they ſhall be withall fitted on thy lips. From the 
pleaſure of them, he commerh to the yſe, and profit of them : 
which in the firſt place is externall, they ſhall furniſh a man 
with wholeſome and ſeaſonable ſpeeches. Ir is faid they ſhalt 
be fitted on thy lips, the inſtrument, or cauſe, being put for the 
effeR thereof; For the word of God in the heart and minde, 
doth yeeld matter ro the tongue and lips, of fruitfull confe- 


rence : and he that applieth his care to heare attentiuely, ſhall 1(ai.$0.4.5, 


thereby inable his mouth to ſpeak fruirfully,and for the good 
of many. And agreeable hereurto is that inthe Pſalme, The 


month of the righteous ſpeaketh wiſedome, and his tongue tal- Plal,z7.g0.z1. 


keth of indgement : For the law of God is in his heart, there- 
fore none of his ftep« ſhall ſlide, 


Verſ. 19. That thy truft may bee inthe Lord, 1 bane made 
knowne unto this day enen vnto thee, 


E ſhewerh another yſe and fruit of his dorine, and all 

Gods words,which is internall, and that which concer- 
neth the inward man,which is hope, confidence, and depen- 
dance ypon God : as ifhe ſhould have ſaid:To the intentthou 
maic(t neither deſpaire, nor yet ſecurely leane ynto thine 
owne wiſedome, I haue both by my words and writings gi- 
uen thee ſuch inſtruction,as ſhew both [eboxnah to be thertrue, 
eternall,and all-ſufficient God,as alſo declare the duties of 0- 
bedience, wherein men are to walke before him. For the 
whole ſcope of the Scripture is, to bring men to belecuein, 
and confidently to reſt on God;as Saint Paul teacheth, affir- 


ming, that whatſoewer things haxe been written in fore time, Roma 5.4% 


were written for ourlearning;that we thorough patience, and 
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Shaliſhim, 
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in the Striptures might hane hope, For in this confi- 


Neth. all true- bleſſedneſſe : as. from yaine confidence, and 
worldly truſt all miſery proceedeth, 


2 5+ | 


Verſ.:0, Haue] not written wvnto thee excellent things i 
counſels and knowleage? | 


"H:s verſe containeth the third reaſon, commending the 
excellencie of Sa/omons leſſons, and all the reſt of Gods 
doctrines,which he exprefleth, partly by a imile,or compari. 
fon,and partly by-the matter and ſubie which they handle 
and entreat of: the: compariſon. is-taken from the. dignities. 
and degrees of great men z and therefore. he ſaith, thar.they are 
excellemt,or princely,nor baſe or comman, but rare and.royall 
ſentences: before in this booke Chriſt ſaid, I will vtter-the 
words of rulers : there is v{ed a word inthe Hebrew, that no- 
teth out thoſe gouernours which guide and leade the people £ 
and here another which Ggnifiech thole nobles which are in 
tne thirdplace from the King. The ſubicRs. hereof. is.counſels, 
and knowledge, which ——_ and make manifeſt the reuclati= 
on,and manifeſtation of Gods counſels and purpoſes which 
aduiſcaman, and give him perfeR.direRion in all his wajes, 
which ſo cleerely informe a. man, in-whatſoeveris.fir. for him 
to vnderſtand, as that there is nothing meet for his ſoule, or 
ſtare, or credit, or any thing appergaining.vao him for his 
good,but he may know,and haue ſaund intelligence thereof. 


| Verſ.21. That [ may. make thee ta know the certamy of the 
word; of truth ; that thoumayeFt anſwere the-mords.of truth to 
them that ſend vato thee, led | 


> FF Erewe haws thelaſt reaſpn whereby this dagtrine is prai- 
ſed,the vericy of that which he in this place, and.the {pi- 


it of God every. where doth teach: which frii,hee,cxpreſly, 
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profefſerh and.zeacherh, andafter cnlargeth; by, theiend.and 
effe&oftbe ſame;The? Lovight make theres kyom: the crrrainty: 
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or giue out fantaſies or fables, which yaniſh or ever they come 
co paſſe, or fiftions of things which never were : but I publiſh 
truthes, whereof thou maicſt haue a perfe& euidence, and 
which ſhall be performed without faile in their ſeaſon: and are 
not onely to be credited as humane words, or writings,but to 
be belecued with faith as the ſayings of God. Theend of this 
followeth, that thou mighteft anſwere the words of truth to 
them that ſexd unto thee; which tendeth to this purpoſe and 
the Lord which ſpeaketh by me, would not onely hauethee 
to apprehend and bee perſwaded of the truth thy ſelfe, but to 


confirme it alſo to others, and bee able to render a reaſon of 


thy iudgement and doings to thoſe thar ſhal cal theeto an ac- pn, . 
count,and to giue ſound aduice to thoſe that ſhall require thy r,Per.z.15. 


counſell, 


Verſ.22. Rob not the poore,becauſe he i poore,nor the afflicted 
in the gate, 

23. For the Lord will plead the cauſe, andwill ſpoile thoſe 
that ſpoiled them, | 


ff ſhes rwo verſes containe a caueat againſt _—_ p 
cITce 


wherein wee may note the parties ſpecially to 


\ from moleſtation, and the manner of moleſting inthe former 


verſe; and the reaſon of itin the latter, The parties not to bee 
wronged are the poore, Rob not the poore, take nothing from 
him vniuſtly,not vpon that title which he hath, nor any part of 
his ſubſtance, becauſe he i poore, embolden not thy lelfe by 
the fight of his debiliry, and thine owne power to fly at him, 
deuoure,or plume him, but therefore bee the more warie,and 
ifnothing elſe detaine thee from that attempr, yet let this, be- 
6anſe be is poore,and hath more need to beerelicued then fur- 
ther mole(ted. The manner of wrong doing forbidden is, op- 
prele not the afflifted in the gate, Itis agrieuous fault to adde 
affli 


Rionto the afflited, but to doe it in the gate, to abuſe pg1,c9.s, 


ones might inthe place andffeate of iuſtice, which is meant by 
the gate, there to ouerthrow 'the right of himthar is wrong- 


fully purſued, or gricuouſly EE” an intollerable crime, 
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and hainous offence: for God hath appointed it as a refuge 
for them that are wronged, and for reliefe of them which Fo - 
Raine injuries. The reaſon why this finne is to be auoided,and 
menſhould fo carefully abſaine fromit,is, becauſe the Lord 
will cake the matter into his hand, though all the counſell bee 
againſt themnow,and no man take ypon him the defence of 
their cauſe,or to open his mouth in their behalfe, yer God in 
ricmp, without a fee will proue thatthe law and right was on 
their :de,and though the bench bee made again(t them, and 
ſentence paſſed on their aduerſaries fide, yet the ſuite will not 
ſo bee ended, bur haue a new day of hearing hereafter, when 
God ſhall be Judge, who will make a decree-that all the pro- 
ceedings againſt him,fhall be reuerſed,or left ſo recompenſed 
as ſhall be to their honour,and their enemics ſhame: For hee 
will ſpoile their ſoule that ſpoileth them,execute vengeance, and 
iudgements ypon the ſoules and bodies of their oppreflors,to 
their vtter ouerthrow inearth,or hell,amongR men,or before 
the throne of Chriſt in the world to come, This was of great 
moment with [ob to deterre him from violence, and iniuſlice 
towards his feebleſt inferiours, whom hee could haue had 
meanes moſt eaſily to cruſh: /f /, faith he, hane lift up my hand 
againit the fatherleſſe,when I ſaw my belpe in the gate ; then let 
mine arme fall from my ſhoulder blade,and mine arme be broken 

om the bene. For deftrultion from God was a terrour untome, 


ard I could not be delinered from his highneſſe.. 


Verſ. 24. Make no friendſhip with an angry man, and with 
A furious man thou ſhalt not goe, 
25. Left thoulearne his waies,and get a ſnare to thy ſonle,. 


Ake no friendſhip ] Chuſe not him to bee thy familiar 
friend, who is of a wrathfull diſpoſition,xeither goe with: 
him, be not ſociable with,nor oft inthe companie of the furri= 
o#5 man, him that is wholly giuen to heate and furie, and can- 
not ſubdue his angrie and outragious affeRions : Some by na. 
ture ſomewhat haſtic are notvtterly to beercieted, orexclu- 
ded from our companie, if through Gods grace they bridle 


# 
'S 


Verſe 25.26, Provanss. 367 
themſelues in any good meaſure : but ſuch as neither haue po- 
wer nor will to ſtay their pafſions,cither by Gods grace,orthe 
vſcofreaſon,arefit to liuealone, as Dragons, or wild beaſts, 
The reaſons of this precept are from the cuill effeC that will 
proceed from ſuch a companion, Oneis, leſt :hore /earne his 
waies, leſt by his example and company thou be infeRed with 
his vices. For ſociety with any kind of wicked perſon is dange- 
rousto cauſe infetion,and in perticular in this cafe, there can 
be no ſafety in breachor kindnefle with him: If we accord,and 
there be agreement betweene vs, we ſhall heare vntrue reports 
from him,and ſo be partakers with him :if breaches, wee ſhall 
be driuen alſo to brawle and contend, and fo at the laſt get an 
habit of frowardneſfle, Anotheris, /ef+ thow get a ſnare to thy 
ſonle, let chou be driven into ſome quarrels, to doe miſchicte, 
cothe endangering ofthy ſoule,or life,or be aſſaulted with his 
violence, SI meet with a deadly blow at his hands : for the 


furious perſon ſparcth not to ſhead blood,neither are his moſt 


familiar and kindeſt friends alwaies free from his rage or af- 
faulrs, 


Verſ.25:Be not thou one of them that Irike hands,nor of thens 
that are ſureties for debts, 


26. Ifthouha#t nothing to pay,why ſhould he take away thy ' 


bed from wnder thee ? 


E not ef the number of thers that ſtrikg hands. See chap.5, 
bebo3e 


If thou bait nothing ts pay|If thou haſt yndertaken for more 
then he for whom thou gaueſt thy word, is able to ſatisfie, or 
thouthy ſelfe canſt conueniently diſcharge,hy ſbonld he rake - 


away thy bed from wnder thee? why doſt thou through thine 
owne follie commit, that thou ſhouldeſt bee depriued ofthe 
bed'whereon thou lieſt? and haue a thing ſo neceſſarie as that 
is to bee taken away fromthee, and ſo beſides the ſhame and 
diſgrace thou ſhalt haue nothing tolie on. See chap.20.16. 


Verſ.27. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Dent.19.14. 


Deut.27.17. 
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Verſe 27. Remone not the ancient land-markes which thy Ja- 
thers haue ſet, | 


R Emone not|By force, or fraud, openly, or ſecretly, in the 
day, or in the night, the ancient land-markes, to inlarge 
thine owne ground;and detract from others,which thy fathers 
hane ſet, which thine anceftors haue made for bounds and li- 
mics. In Indea the changing ofthe markes of lands did breed - 
preat confuſion, in the yeere of Tubile, wherein their grounds 
were tobe reſtored to the firft poſſeſſor, or at leaſt to their po= 
Keritie. Amongſt ys incroaching on other mens-poſleſſions, 
and the deceitfull diſplacing of the ſignes of our inheritances, 
cauſeth ſuites of law, fraies, and ſlaughter. If mens grounds 
ſhould not bee ſencred by creekes, or ditches, or hedges,or 
meare-ſtones, or ſome other markes,much wrong would bee 
done, and none ſhould know his owne: and therefore faith 
Moſes in Deuteronomie, Remone not the ancient bounds which 
the elders haxe ſet dowr.e. And by the infringing of this pre- 
cept men incurre that ſylemne curſe, which was publikly de- 
nounced ypon mount Eball, with the Amen of all the multi- 
tude, Cxrſed be he that remeneth his neighbours marke,and all 
the people ſhall ſay Amen. 


Verlſ. 28. Sceſt thou a man diligent in his buſmneſſe? he ſhall 
ftavd before Kings,and net before meane men. 


: ge: thou a man diligent, or ſwift (for ſo the word ſignifi. 


eth) in his buſineſſe, doeſt thou obſerue one who diſpatch- 
eth any worke of the body or minde with nimblenes,or that 
doth as it were flic abour his maſters errands? he ſhall tand be- 
fore Kings,he ſhall be receiued into the ſeruice of Nobles,and 
Princes, who are wont greatly to delight in thoſe that are 
quicke ſpirited, and painfull, ad not before meane men, remai- 
neth nor in the number of them, but is more highly preferred, 
Whereby he ſignifieth, that fairhfulnes ina calling,is the beſt 


way to true aduancement. If they haue not entertainment 


with 
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with great men, becauſe their families bee not alwaies ſafeſt 
for their ſoules and manners, yet they ſhall be ſure of fauour, 
and countenance, from the'great God, which of all others 
yecldeth-the greateſt honour.Sce chap.1 2,24. 


Mm 


' CnaPrER, XXLII 


— — —— 


Verſ.1. When thou fitteſt Yeith a ruler, conſider diligently 
what is before thee, | 

2 For thou putteſt a knife to thy throte, if thou be a man gi> 
en to thine appetite, © 

3 Be not deſirous of his daintie meate, fer it is a deceitfull 
meate, 


JV. former chapter,that diligence aduancerh tothe 
RE: 3. preſence; and ſpeech of great perſonages: and 
&.&) now in the beginning ot this chapter,he ſhew- 
S eth how they ſhould behaue themſclues when 
they come before them: ſpecially when they fit to eate wich 
them. Theſe yerſes containe two exhortations, inforced with 
their ſeuerall reaſons, The firſt is to bee wiſe, and confiderate 
at thepreſent whiles we are atthe table with them : thatthen 
we ſhew not qur, ſelues rauenous, and ynciuill,in the rwo firlk 
verſes. The other,that we doe notgreedily affect dainties, to 
preſſe our ſelues to the feaſts and tables of our betters,eſpeci- 
ally voble perſanages,and courtiers, in the third verſe. Conſe 
dex. diligently, mbat is, before thee, ponder, and obſerue, with 
wiſedame,and difcretion,the nature and number of thoſe di- 
ſhes char. are, placed on the table, that thou begin nor where 
thou ſhauldeftnor,and ſo bewray want of good manners, or 
ouctcharge.thy Romackeby feeding on cuery one,and fo diſ- 
gracethy ſelfe with.intemperance: Foritis an ordinarie thing 
at the-tables. ofrPrinces and great Lords, to haue diuerficie of 
meares, with diuers ſorts of wines aud plentic, toſhew their 
magni- 


= He, holy Ghaſt-declared'in the laſt verſe of the 
D 


Tude 12. 


Matgnam- 


woth, 
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magnificence, whereof a man cannot fall to every one with- 
out luxuric,and exceſſe,whichis odious at all times,and in all 
places, but much more thee,andin ſuch a preſence. And ther- 
foremen ought ro be as circumſpet at their meate, as in any 
other of their affaires: becauſe mens cyes looke ypon them, 
which oughtto be regarded,efpecially if they be men of qua- 
litie and place ; and Gods eyes behold them, which of al others 
ought molt to bee reſpected. S./udemarketh them with the 
brand of wicked perſons which feede themſelnes without all 
feare, Otherwiſe thou putteſf a knife to thy throte : If thou bee 
immoderate in thy diet, and halt not power to bridle thine 
appetite, and reſtraine thy ſelfe from exceſſive cating and 
drinking, thou doeſt aftera ſort indanger thy life, as if thou 
diddeſt pur a knife to thy throte,and ſo be made the author of 
thine owne death : For ſurfeiting and drunkennes doth de- 
ſtroy health, and fo thereby men offer violence to their bo= 
dies: and the puniſhment of themis euerlaſting death, and ſo 
thereby they deſtroy their owne ſoules. Be not deſirous of his 
daintie diſhes, luſt not after, nor couet with an ynbridled afte- 
Qion his delicates : che Hebrew word imporreth ſuch things 
as ſauour well to the taſte, and are ſweete and delicious. The 
meaning is, that good fare, fine apparell, and other delights, 
which are to be found in the courts of Princes, and families of 
grcatmen,ſhould not allure vs without iuſt cauſe, and due cal- 
ling, to intrude our ſclues as it were into thoſe places,to be. 
come courtiers,companions with,or attendants ypon thoſe of 
high calling : for it i 4 deceitful meate, like a baite, vnder 
which lurketh an hooke, and ſuch foode it is as will eaſily 0- 
uertake a man, if he be not very watchfull and warie :it doth 
not yeeld ſuch contentmentas men expected :many vexations 
are mingled with ic : there is no (tabilitie rherein,to day in fa- 
uour, to morrow.in diſgrace; now aloft, with countenance 
and hopes,anone downeto the ground with contumelies and 
deſpaire : many ſecking by this meanes to ſet vp themlelues, 
_ theirs for euer, haue ruinated their fermer eftate, which 


 wascomperent,and ytterly ouerthrowne theirpoſteritics, - 


- | Verſ.4, 


Vaſes. Dnovanss, -371 


Verſe 4, Labour not to be rich, ceaſe from thine owne wiſe- 41 
Verſes, Wiltthou cauſe thineeyes to flie vpon that which is 
wothing? For riches maketh ber ſelfe wings,and flieth as an eagle 


toward beauen, 
A® in the former ſentences he forbad the immoderate ap- 
petice after daintie foode :ſo in theſe he prohibireth roo 
great a deſire of wealth,and riches, He proceedethin the ſame 
methode which he had begun in the former chaprer,by giving 
an admonition,and confirming it with a-reaſon, Latoxr not to 
be rich,drudge and. moyle nor by toylefull trauell ro ger, and 
hoard vp. ſubRance, and ſtore thine houſe , thy chetts, thy 
barnes, thy. fields, thy grounds, thy warchouſe,or thy ſhoppe 
with plentie and abundance: ceaſe from thine owne wiſedome, 
becauſe thou haſt,and all carnall men do accountita poyntof 
prudence and wiſdome,to be werldly,and hauing,to provide, 
and heape vp much, therefore alrer thy minde and reforme 
_ thy iudgemenr, know that to bee folly, which thou eſteemeſt 
for great wiſedome : For ſeeing; it was not the wiſedome of 
God, but the wiſedome of the world, which ſeemerh plauſible 
co the fleſh, bur abſurd tothe ſpirit, thou ſhalt prouide beſt 
for thy ſelfe ro calt it off, and haue no moreto doe with it. For 
notwich(tanding.it is diſcretion co bee induftriovs, and. dili- 
- gent in worke,to ſerue the Lord,in hopeof his bleſſing: yerit 
is but a fooliſh part to oppreſſe the body or minde with too 
heauic burthens. of karking, caring, and anxietie, to make a 
god of ones owne!labour or policic, with truſt or confidence 
in that which is. done, or gotten. So, that worldlinefle is no 
paceg ſound wiſedome, but of condemnahle. folly, and that Luke 12.26. 
y Gods owne teftimonie, calling him foole, which wanted 
not wit to heape yp preat wealth: For it ispainful to the body, Eccleſ.z.26.r 
and draweth itynto needlefſe and fruiclefle labours and tra= 
uels : it 15 burthenousro the minde,and opprefſeth x with ſor- Eccleſ.z.17, 
row and VCxations :andic is perilous for the heart and confſci- | 
2. ug ence 
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ence,and maketh men vnfic for theirlatter end, vnmindfull of 
death,and ynprepared for the judgement to come. ) 
Wilt thou cauſe thine eyes to flic vpon that which is nothing ? 
Wilt thou too carneſily and cgerly like a foohſh Faulkner, 
haulke with the flight of thine eyes, after that which when 
thou haſt caughtir is nothing worth? Two arguments hee y- 
ſeth ro condemnethe fin of couetouſnes : one from the yani- 
tic of goods ſo gotten : the other fromthe inftabilirie, avd vn- 
certaintie of them, He callerh them nothing, but thar there is 
a ſubſtance in the creatures,and good vſe a)}ſo of them to ſuch 
as loue them not too much, nor abuſe them, but none in poſ= 
ſeſſion of them to the couetous perſon : the having them is 
nothing,and to no purpoſcto him, It is as good, and better to 
be without them, then notto be nothing the better for them, 
They flie as an eagle toward heaunen: the inſtabilitie,and vncer- 
raintie of riches,hee declareth by an cllegant fimilitude,fhews 
ing themto be as fugitiue, and once lofi as irrecoverable, as 


wilde fowlethat is flien away, as thoſe fowles which be ſwif-. 
teſt of wing,and ſoarc higheft,euen like vnto an Eagle, which 
cannor cahily be rtaken,or ouertaken, Now then as a man can- 
not aſſure himſcelfe to fare the better, becauſe fowle doe Ne 


on his paſture, or fic in his meddowes, becauſe they bee in his 
ground, butnotin his hand,as /ob faith : For when hee com- 
meth towards them for contentment, comfort, or vic, they 
'  taketheir flight, and mount vp into the aire,and flic away,and 
ſo defeate him of all his hopes : Earthly things may be plengi- 
fully in anearthly minded mans houſe, but no morehis, for in- 
toyment, then the birds that fir ypon the top of his houſe, or 
yponan hightree, orflic in the open fields. /eremy vſcth a fi- 
milie ſomewhat like vnto'this, and alrogether for the ſame 
purpoſe : eMs the Partrich ftteth on egges, and batcheth thens 
'#ot : or otherwiſe tranſlated, Ar ihe Partrich gathereth young 
"which fhe bath not brought foorth :(o be that gathereth riches, 


- nd not by vight, ſhall leane thims'in the mildiſt of bis daies,aud 
at bir tad ſhi br 5fodle. | 


Vetl, G6, 
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Verſe 6. Eate than nat the brgad of bim that bath an exill 
eye,nor deſire his daintie meates. © ' | 

Verſ.7. For as he thinketh ſo t he: eate a»d drinke ſaith ho 
to thee, but his heart ts nat with thee. 

Verſ.8. The morſell which thou haſt eaten thou ſhalt vomit 
vp,end loſe thy ſweete words, | 


S alittle before hee aduiſed vs not to be too defi: ous of 
the delicates of great men: ſo here he coynſelleth ys to 

beware,that we be not too much beholding for foode, or any 

other benefits,to miſers and churles, Eare not, nor partake of, 
without conlideration,oriuſt warrant,thebread,drinke, or a- 

ny kinde of faode,orother beneuglence, of him that hath an 
exill exe,of a too much reſtrained or niggardly perſon, ſych a 
one is contrary to him that is liberall, apd hath a good eye, 

ckap.22.19,»either be defrous of his daintie meates (becauſe a ., 
ſweete rogth,and hyngric appetite, leade men many times to 
vali places). Far as he thinketh in bis bears : ſo i be,he is not as 
he pretendech,with his rongne,and ashe makerh ſemblance of 
with his countenancegfranke,and free,and glad-ro giue enter- 
tainment; but miſerable,and churliſh, becauſe he thinkerb all 
loſt, that any.man hath fromhim, nay that goeth out of his- 
diſh, or out of his cup, ar out of his purſe, akhough ir befor 
his owne.pcople, or his awne lips: he. begrudgerh himſelfe 
ſufficient of foade.audnecefiarics,and how can hee then wil- 
lingly ſpare any thing.to.firapgers? he cannot affoorg his own 
belly. a good moxrfell of mearc, and would it not grieue him 
thatthou ſhouldeſt cate yp hjs. victuals epltberathen though 
he ſay vpgo chee,cate,drinke, gocitol pray, you, {pare.ngr, you 
are welcame,&c-16 by heart. vet with thee;he thinketh not 
as hee; ſpeakerh, nor ſpeaketh.jn-loue ſo much 2s in comple- 
ment,aod with diſimulatign..7 he xeorſell which thou haſt ea- 
ten than ſhalt omit. 2p, thou ſhalt finde ſuch bitter ſaucer 
thy \weete mente by ſame;ſnare wherewich hee will intrap 
theceyte make thee,pay. deargly-for all tharthou;baſtearen ar 
hisbaardeorby:fomedi I ſpeeches ro make vpthe meale 


, S)%* : with, 


2.Tim.3.24- 


p 
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with, or by his diſcouerie, and thy apprehenſion of his nig- 
pardly diſpoſirion,as that tby: mind ſhall bee a#much afflited 
with grictc, as if thy tomacke'were diſquicted'with a furfeir; 
orthereceit of a vomit, ad loſe thy ſweet woras, either ſuch as 
thou nz{t receiued from him; as welcome, and much pood doe 
ou, and others of like narure, or ſuchas thou ſhalt render to 


him in way of chankfulnefle, and-acknowledgement of his 
kindnefle, 


=— 


Verf. 9. Speahe not in the eares of a foole : for hee will deſpife 
the wiſedome of thy woras, | 


-- 


'0olc,or ſcortter: for hethat wil do good, andreceive com- 
fort by his words, muft conſider not onely wharhe ſaith, but 
with whom hee talketh : good ſced is not to bee fowne ypon 
rockes,anderaggie places: good licour is not co be put in yn-= 
cleane or broken v<ſels: holy things are nor ro bee giuen to 
dogges :norpearlcs to be caſt before fwine. For he will deſpiſe 
the wiſedome of thy words he will beſo farre from profiting by 
that which thou ſhalt reach him, as thar he will peruert them, 
and cither picke quarrels, and raile vpon thec, or otherwiſe 


Qfede ot] Viter not wholeſome connſell to an obſiinate 


take aduantape ogainſt thee, or atleaſt hare and deſpiſe thee, 


and the wiſcdome ofthy words, Sec chap.9. 7.8.9. 
But hereinir.concerneth ys ro bee cautious and diſcreet, as 
that wee condemne not cuery onethar is ina fir of paſſion; rs 
be a wicked foole,nor cuery voeregenerate man to be a wiltull 
foolein this kinde andnacure, but triall muſtbee had,(ſo farre 
3s is fic for our place) before we paſſe ſuch a cenſureypon any, 
Andin this als patience and long fuffcring is requireable,thar 
though we find no ſucceſſeat one time, yet wee take occaſion 
totry what will bee done at another: and though wee bee the 
men that can doe no (good with him, yer let vs hope that 
another may prevaile more: but yet after all this, if he pers 
fiſt iv his railing and iefting, and contemptnous bekauiour, 
make an end with him ; ceaſe' to-admoniſh him” ary fur- 
ther: but thoughhee bee incortigible;and will not be = 
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ted, yet heisrebukeable,and muſt be diſgraced, both for ter= 


rour to himſelfe,and example to others, 


Verſ. 10. Remoxe not the ancient land-markes and enter nos 


into the field of the fatherleſſe. 


Emone not the ancient land-markes. See for this,chap.22. 

28, and enter net, cither by craft or violence, by fraud, or 
force,in any ſort, i»to the fields, houſes,or poſleſſons,cither ts 
make claimeynto them : if thy conſciencetell thee they be not 
thine owne; or totake any commodity thence which is not 

due ynto thee, of the fatherleſſe, of orphants, who by reaſon of 
their young age, can make no reſiſtance: as wanting experi- 
enceinthemſclues,or helpe and aide from others, And the 

ſame isto be vnderſtood of any that are weake and friendleſle: 

and according to this the Lord faith in Exodus, Thou ſhalt not gxgd.z 1... 
woleft any widow, or orphant, : 


. ye vb Oe 7 + - 5 Cong. 7 IX” _- 


Vetrſ. 11. For their redeemer is mighty, and hee willpleade 
their canſe with thee, 


; 
HE alleageth a cauſe why iniuric ſhould not bee offered to 
the fatherlefle,or widow, &c, For that the Lord who is 
the helper of the helpleſſe, is full of might and power ; though 
they be poore and weake,he is their redeemer, or reuenger,hee 
; 3s (as it were) their neercſt kinſman, who is to purſue not only 
\ the blood thar is ſhead, but all other wrongs that are done. Al- 
beicthey finde no patrones in the world, yet hee will defend 
their right,and puniſhthe wrong doers : for hee doth moſt 
helpe themthat be helplefſe in the world: and the ſame the 
CY publiſh as matter of great honour and glory = 
vnto him, Sing ye vnts God ( ſaith one text) ſmg praiſes to bus _ 
: neame,extoll bie that rideth oy the reoeny boli —_ lab, —_ 
j and yriozce before bins. eA father of the fatherleſſe, and a indge 
ef the widows,is God in his holy habitation, Praiſe yethe Lord; 
Praiſe the Lord O my ſonle (faith mother) The Lord wy: 
Cc web 


Pſdl.146.1.9. 


Ecclef.5.8, 


376 Provanss. Chap.23. 


weth the ſtrangers,he reliexeth the fatherleſſe and widow: but the 
way of the wicked he turneth vpſide downe. | 10 

And therefore it is ſafer to encounter with men of great 
might,thento trample vpon them, who in themſelues haue the 
leaſt power, foraſmuch as God is in this caſe more intereſted 
in the cauſe, as being in a ſpecial manner the gardian of his po= 
werlefſe orphans,or pupils,and the great maſter of the wards. 
If thou ſeeit ( faith Eccleſiaſtes ) the oppreſſion of the poore, and 
violent pernerting of indgement and initice ina pronince, mar 
ell not at the matter,in way ofdiſcouragement :for he that 5 


;r od then the higheFt, regardeth, and there bee higher then 
they. 


Verlſ. 12. Apply thine heart to inſtruttion, and thine eares to 
the words of knowledge, 


A Pply thine heart to inftruftion,| Bend all the powers and 
faculties of thy mind to receiuc it, and thine eares, apply 
all thy ſenſes and parts of thy body alſo, to the words of know- 
ledge,as are vttered out of knowledge, wiſedome, and judge- 
ment,and able to miniſter knowledge and vnderftanding : hee 
vſeth apart ofthe inward man,anda part of the ourward man 
for the whole man, both inward, and outward : for if thou 
wouldeſt have an attentiue care at the word of God, .thou 
muſt bring a good hearttoit: and if thou wouldeſt ſtorethy 
heart with the wiſedome and grace of the word, thou muft 
bring an attentiue care; otherwiſe thou ſhalt not vnderſtand, 
or not affe,or not retaine,or not obey that which is taught 


thee, 


. .Verſ., 13. #itbhold not correttion from thy child: for if thou 
beateſt. him be ſhall not die. EE ns x eats: 
I4. Thouſhalt beate himwith the. rod, and deliner his ſonle 
frombell. To ed 

4 Ithhold not correftion,|Benotremiſſe to infliat'mo- 

VV den: and due puniſhment, when need requirech, 


from 


ar _= 
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from thy child, which deſerueth the ſame,as few do not, at one 
time or other : for sf thou beateFt him with the red, when thou 
ſhalt in meaſure, and good diſcretion chaſten with the twig, 
or wand, thou ſhalt cauſe himto ſmart,and not cauſe himro 
die, or receiue hurt thereby. The old ſaying remaineth true, 
that the rod will breake no bones : thou (hal be ſo farre from” 
killing of him, as thatit will be goed phyficke for him, anda 
medicine topreſerue him aliue. 

Beate him with therod, and thou deliner bis ſoule frombell,) 
From death,danger,and mifery,both of ſoule and body, Thoſe 
| gouernours then that moſt faithfully exerciſe Gods diſcipline 
| rowards their people,are their beſt, and moſt faithfull friends, 
and of all others doe them moſt good, and that in time the re. 
formed ſeruant will acknowledge withthankfulnefle vnto his 
matfter,and the child ro his parents, which is promiſed (as the 
fruit and good ecffc& of holy ſeuecrity, for the reclaiming of 
hurtfull perſons) by the Prophet : One ſhall ſay vnto ſuch a 
one,and ſo dealt with, What are theſe wounds in thine hands ? 
| T hen he fall anſwere, Thoſe with which I was wonnaded inthe Zach.13.6, 
houſe of my friends. 


—_—_ el 
Ll 


| Verſe 15. My ſonne, if thine heart be wiſe, my heart ſhallre» 
foyce,cnen mine. 

16, Yea mp reines ſhall reioyce when thy lips ſpeake right 

| things, | 


Y ſonne if thine heart be wiſe,|Ifthine affeions doe de- 
Y Afirc wiſedome, and thy mind-be enriched with it,9wive 
heart ſhallreioyce, enen mine, even I ſhall wonderfull delight 
_ for thy ſake, whar comforgthen{taayoutby ſclfe 
nde by it. SEES 

Tasmy reines ſhall reiozce,) Mine invirdy allbemo- 
ved to exceeding great cheerfulneſſe : and Tſhall be glad from 
the bottome of my hcart. ForScriptute attributeth the ſeat of 
the will andaftetions to the reines: as when itis ſaid, God tr 
the ſearcher of the beare and Yeines of When  Sepdps [he | ler.17,10s 
right things,whepthourtereft ſuch ſpeeches ab axe true, will ig 
i[31c5 Cc 2 _ auſt, 


3-loh. Y 
1,Theſ3.16, 
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juſt, hoſy,and gratious : For euery good man will bee glad to 
ſce goodneſle in the people of his charge : both in loue tothe 
parties in whom the image of Chriſt ſo ſhineth, which if itbee 
a-matter of comfort to behold in any, much moreco ſee it in 
them.which are ſo neere ynto him : and herein a man ſhall ſee 
Gods bleſſing to himſelfe, in the proſperous ſucceſle of his 
planting, ſowing, building, and fpirituall labours. Saint Johs 
bad no greater ioy,then to = that his children walked im the 
irmh, And Saint Pau[thought that he could neuer be thank- 
full enough for ſuch -a bleſſing, vpon the Theſſalonians, For 
what thankes ( ſaith he) cax we-render to g od againe for you,for 
all the ioy wherewith we ioy for your ſakes before our God. 


Verſe 17. Let not thize heart emi ſmners,but be thou in the 
feare of the Lordall the day long. 
18. For ſarely there is an end,and thine expeliation ſhall not 


be cnt off. 


Et not thine heart enuie ſinners, | Let notthe proſperity 

and flouriſhing ſtate of the wicked trouble thy.mind, nei= 
ther grudge or repine thereat : for from whence groweth this 
enuic,but from an ouer great eſtimation of carthly things, as 
though ſome part of happineſſe conſiſted in the hauing of 
them? but bee tho in the feare of the Lord all the daylong. 
Hepreſcribeth a remedy againſtthe euill which he had forbid- 
den, be tho in the feare of the Lord,doe thou reverently trem- 
ble at, and worſhip the Lord,andbe foundly religious: forſo 
thou ſhalt get power ouer this burthenſome finne of enyie: 
For true piety, and the grace of Gods holy ſpirit will illumi- 
Natethe wmind,and make a man ſee why ſuch men areto be pi- 
tied, rather chen enuied: for their proſperity is butyaine at the 
beſt; bur worſe then thar, it is hurtfull and pernicious.ynts 
them, This will killpride, and diſcouerto aman his ownevyn» 
"worthineſſe of that; which he hath;and therefore he ſhall haye 
little liRt to trouble bimſelfe about that which others haue, 
'This' ſeaſoneth. the ſoule with faith and confidence in God, 
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cl! thebitternefſe ofenuie. 4 the yy, continually, in 
prof erity,and aduerfity,whartſoeuer ref be, or = 
ver the world goeth with othermen,our religion ought tobe pt £063, 
ftable,conſtanc,and continuall: for God is continually good, Luk,1.74. 
and gratious ynto vs,and therfore why ſhould not we be con- 
ſtantly ſeruiceable to him? there is no time when weeare out 
of his preſence; and therefore it canneuer be ſafe for vs ro bee 
careleſſe ofhis worſhip; neither doth any moment paſſe with- 
our a bleſſed efteR,thart is beſtowed abouthis worke, 

For ſurely there is an end, and thine expeftation ſhall not bee 
ent off, | Their wealth,their pompe, their pleaſures, whatſocuer 
their hearts be molt affeRed with, muſt ceaſe, and periſh toge- 
ther with themſelues and their hopes of perpetuity, the tranſ- 
greſſors ſhall bee deſtroyed together, and the hope of the wicked P(al.37,38; 
Jhallbe cat off: and notwithſtanding godly men bee full of af- 
. iions, ſorrows, fickneſles,neceſlities, moleſtations, and diſ- 
graces3 yet all theſe, or whatſocuer other-calamiries ſhall va- 
niſh away in time, andthe hope of Gods fauour, and bleſſed 
reward from him, ſhall outliue all theſe, and take place when 
theſe beaboliſhed, Marks well the vpright man,and behold the pry 
inſt, for the end of that mas is peace, That which he defired and 
expected he ſhall be ſure toenioy, a fairhfull man ſhallnot bee 
fruftrated of his expeRation, nor defeated of that which hee 
_— for: according as the Pſalmitt ſaith: 7 he poore man ſhal 
not alway be forgotten, the expettation of the poore ſhall not = 
riſh for ewer. For that is ever grounded vpon faith, and faith is 
ſurely grounded ypon Gods promiſes. 


37+37+ 


Plal.z1.29, 


| Verſ. 19. Heare my ſonne and be Wiſe, and guide thine heart 
in My way. | 


== ſentence is inſerted (as it ſeemeth) as a concluſion to 
thepremiſes,and a preface to the exhortation following, 
Seeing knowledge commeth by hearing, the ſpirituall father 
doth firſt will his ſonne to heare. Secondly, for as much as 
man-may heare wiſe counſels,and bee neuer a whitthe better, 
ithe perceiue,oreeceive it nor; he biddeth him laying afide all 
oleinfapy Ce 3 Ignorance, 


Iſa. 5.23. . 


Nehem.$.16. 


Luk.16, 


fieſh 
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ignorance, andchildiſh follie,to be wiſe, Laftly, for thatir is 
not enough to receiuethe truth, yolefſe it bee loued, delighted 
in,and#&nbraced inthe affeRion : hee exhorteth him to guide 
his heart in the way,chatis, to cauſe his ſoule to affeR and fol- 
low after the feare ofthe Lord,and not the way of the wicked, 
And this he doth the rather, becauſe that voluptuous perſons, 
and epicures,commonly haue hearing,and preuaile with thoſe 
that refuſe to hearken to Gods wiſedome, and their hearts are 
often beguiled, and corrupted with voluptuouſneſſe, and epi- 
curiſme,which are not guided inthe way of vertue and good- 
nefle, 


Verſ. 20, Beenot among wine-bibbers,and rietons eaters of 


21 « For the drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to poxerty, 
and drow ſineſſe /hallcloathe a man with rags. 


E not among. wine-bibbers,] Follow not the.cuſtome, nor 

compeny ofſuch as haunt tauernes, and quaffe in one cup 
of ſtrong drinke after another, awd riotons eaters of fleſh, bee 
not of their crue or ſociety, who loue good cheere, and dain= 
tie meate, who immoderately deuourit, It is not ynlawfullto 
drinke wine, or ſtrong drinke, burit is finfull to drinke it too 
oft, and too much : whether a man bee drunken therewith, or 
be ſtrong ropowre it downe without drunkennefſe. Neither 
doth God forbid the vſe of fleſh, or delightfull food + for hee 
doth allow his people to eate of the fat and drinke of the ſweet : 
but to be cormorants,and ama 7 s, to fare deliciouſly eue- 


| y day,asthe rich man did inthe Goſpell, toliue in pleaſure ov 
f 


e carth,and to nouriſh ones heart as in the day of ſlaughter, or 
feafting, is condemned as vnlawfull and finfull: for befides 
the miſchief that theſe vices bring, bothtothe braine,' flo« 
macke,and whole body: beſidethe ruine and waſt that the 

makeina mans eſtate; beſide the infamie. and reproch which 
they bring to his name,they corrupt the heart : they are-impe- 
diments to Chriſtian wiſedome ; they hinder a man fromthe 
fruit of Gods holy word :for all epicures areymeachable, ry 
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Verſe 22. PraoveRs. 381 
eraRtable,andprofitnothing bythe beſt counſels that can bee 
giuenynto them: therefore ſaith the Prophet; They bane er- 
redbecanſe of wine,and are out of the way by ſtrong drinke : the 
Prieft, and the Prophet haxe erred by ſtrong drinke, they are 
ſwallowed vp with wine : they hane gone aftray through ſtrong 
drinke : they faile in viſion, they ſtumble in Fey As, : For all 
their tables are full of vomiting,no place ts cleane Whom ſhallhe 


teach knowledge ? or whom ſhall hee make to vnderftand the 104.28.78. 


things that he ef F: 

The reaſon why ſurfetting and drunkennefle is to bee auoi- 
ded, is,becauſe the res, and glutton ſnall come toponerty, 
partly through their great expenſes, andpartly through loſſe 
of time : and for that much eating cauſerh much ſleeping, and 
much ſleeping bringeth extreame pouerty, To make the vices 
of ſurfetting and drunkennes more odious,it is ſaid that drow- 
fineſſe ſhall cloathe a man with rags,to goein torne arid patche 
apparel! ; the pampering of his bellic draweth miſery vpon 
his backe, and cauſcthit to bee pinched with paine and cold, 
which is oneplague threatned for all other, andis a ſmarting 
laſhvpon him : for that gluttons,drunkards,and ſluggards are 
yery proud,as well as yoluptuous,and would goe gaie,as well 
as fare dclicately, And therefore a ragged coate doth much 
burthen cheir backes,and gall their hearts, and is a great cor- 
rafive ynto them, and is as vnpleaſant as a yomit atter their 
ſurfeit : but God will fo ſerue them in their kind, by reſtrai- 
ning them of that which they moſt affeR, and impoſing that 
ypon them which they moſt abhorre: and this vile apparell is 
aneye ſore to themſelues, ſoit maketh them a gazing ſtocke 
_ others, being many times the liverie of a waſttull yn- 
taritr, 


Verſ.22, Hearken to thy father which begat thee, anddeſpiſe 
wot thy mother-when ſhe is old. 


Earken vnto w” father, ſee chap. 1.8. that begat thee, |He 
yeeldethareaſon of theprecept why parents are to bee 
regarded, becauſe ynder God they haue been inſtruments of 
Cc 4 much 


Heb,13.9. 


Jeh37.17- 
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much good ynto ys,wee have had our fubſtance, our life and 
being from them, and' conſequently in that reſpet wee are 
by them made capable of all the happinefle which wee ſhall 
PEI in heauen orearth: and the Apoſtle tothe He- 

rewes aſſigneth this to be the cauſe why they are to bee re- 
garded, even then when they deale ſharpely with vs, ſaying, 
We had the fathers of our fleſhnhich corretted,and we gaze thems 
renerence,&c. Anddeſpiſe not thy mother when ſhe ts old, think 
rot baſely of her in thy mind, let her nor beevile in thy eyes : 
ſhew no contempt ynto her inthy behaviour : negle& no du- 
ty to her when ſhe is old, or weake, or poore, or little regar= 
ded by others : for no inficmicies or wants can giue thee diſ- 
pn to ſet nought by her, or to detraRtany dutie from 

er; ſhe is ſtill the ſame that conceiued and bare thee : ſhee is 
ſtill the ſame, whom by expreſſe name, in ſpeciall maner God 
doth command thee to honour : the triall of thy loue and loy- 
altie to herin that eſtate will principally be made. Feare ofthe 
rod compelleth children to ſtandin awe of their mother, in 
her freſh yecres,and vigour ofher time,and whiles = be yn= 
der her gouernment : and hope induceth many to be ſubmiſſe 
and obeyſant whiles ſhee hath abiliry ro miniſter ſomewhat 
ynto them,or leaue them portions : but it is the feare of God, 
and a good conſcience, which worketh reuerence towards 
her, when they ſtand inno bodily feare of her,or hauenoneed 
of her, norexpec no benificence from her : but contrariwiſe 


ſhee is by Gods prouidenceput vpon them for her reliefe and 
luccour, | 


Verſ.23. Bay the truth and ſell it not,alſs wiſedome, inftru- 
fion,and vnderftandin fg. 


Vy the trath, | What the truth is our Sauiour declareth in 
the Goſpel, ſanitifie them with the trath,thy word i truth, 


Therefore when he ſaith, bay the trath,he meaneth the know- 
ledge and comfort of Gods holy word, and the profeſſion of 
: iq ame with TE obedience,which hee admoniſhethys 
cobun,thatis,. calne,and reralne with Jabours,with corges, 


Verſe 23. Praovsns. 383 
with perill (ifneed be) with ſuffering,if we be called vntothe 
ſame; notthatthere is any merit in any of theſe meanes: for 
Chriſt giueth grace freely,as he profeſſeth by the Prophet: Ho, 1.55.1, 
nes one that thirfteth let him come hither, hs wine and milke Mat.13.45. 
without price and money : but that thereby wee are made more 
capable ofrhem,& fitter for them. The wiſe Merchant bought 
the truth, when hee beſtowed all that hee had co purchaſethe 
rich Pcarle, And the Hebrewes bought the truth, when they 
ſuffered the ſpoyle of all their goods for the Goſpell, And ſodid 
Moſes when he departed with all the pleaſures of Egypr,to ſuf- Heb.1b. 33. 34. 
fer affliftion with nx children of God. This then hee informech 
vs,that all good meanes areto be vſcd and notrauels or trou- 
blesto be refuſed for the getting of grace, and keeping of a 
good conſcience, Forthis isthat, one thing which i moſt need- 
full. And this is that which will abundantly counteruaile all la- 
bours, colts, diſgraces, loſſes, impriſoaments, baniſhments, 
and killings, | 

But why hath not God appointed it tobe more eafilier got- Obiett. 
ten withour ſuch paines,and inconueniences ? 

Firſt,that it might be the berter efleemed : for things which Anſw. 
are bought ata dearerate,and commonly molt deerely belo- 
ued; and that a difference might bee put betweene faithfull 
Chriſtians and bypocrites :-for there would bee many more 
profeſlors- of godlinefle then now are, ifthey might bee both 
religious and cenſuall,to enioy hope of heauen withour paines 
raking, or ſuſtaining of any moleſtations : aud ſell it not, e- 
ſtrange it got from thee, for carthly-delights or commodities ; 
nor make vile account of it, as commonly they doe of their 
| ncmge that (ell them,No earthly reſpe&t muſt corrupt our 

earts toalienaterhem trom grace and feare of God, This is 

the note of a prophane perſon, Ir is contrary to the nature of ;4,,, .. 16, 
Chriſtian love : he ſhall be a miſerable loſer that maketh ſuch | 
an exchange , whacſocuer pleaſures, profits, or -preferments _ 
he getceth thereby : for what ſhall it profit aman to winne the 
whole world and loſe his owne ſoule? Likewiſe wiſedome,inſirn- 
fHionandonderſianding, Now ſeeing wiſedome, infiruRion, 
and ynderſtanding, (of which three vertues much hath been 
ſpoken 


324 Prxovasss. Chap 23. 
ſpoken of inthis booke. As chap. 1.2.3. are pretious Tewels 
with the truth, they arcinlike manner to bee bought,and not 
ſold, becauſe the truth cannot be well enioyed without them: 
and no man can putthem away fromhim,without ſhipwrack 
of faith,and a good conſcience, ; 


Vetſ. 24. The father of the reghteonsſhallgreatly reiozce,and 
be that begetteth awiſe child ſhall haue ioy of him,Sce chap. 20.1 
25. Thy father and mother ſhallreionce,and ſve that bare thee 
ſhallbe glad. FR 


(os both thy parents, and other friends, for thy wiſe- 
domeand yertue, to bee glad, and joyfull, refreſh their 
hearts with the effec of Gods grace and ipirit in thee, and let + 
ber that bare thee rewyce. This verſe 18an application of the 
former,that for as much as ioy commeth to the parentby the 
vertue of the child ; hee therefore admoniſheth the child for 
his owne happines to gratific his parents. And this clauſe con- 
taineth an argument from the caule ; ſince his mother hath bin 
at preat paines in breeding biminthe wombe,and with great 
ſorrow brought him forth into the world : and it is intended 
that her ra 2a] education, and bringing vp, could not bee 
without ſome trouble and moleſtation ynto 45 Therefore it 
becommeth bim now to make requitall,and to yeeld her con- 
ſolation and refreſhing, by his prudent and vertuous beha- 
-uiour. | 


Verſ.26. My ſonne gine me thine heart,and let thine eyes ob- 
ſerne my waies, 


HE is about to giue another precept and admonitiona- 
gainſt whoredome ; and therefore after his yſuallman- 
ner maketh a preamble to ir, preſcribing a remedic for thepre- 
uention of this finne : and therefore in the perſon of heauenly 
wiſedowe,calleth forthe heart robe yeelded ynto him, faying, 
wy ſome gine me thme heart, let thy-mind bee wholly intent, 
and applied to me, renounce thy ſelfe, and ſertby loue _ 
an 


 Yaſer7.28, 


reds COR 


Proves 335 
and wholly ypon the Lord, and his holy word, and /et thine 

es obſerue my waies,cucn as mendoe vſctofixe theireyes yp- 
on thoſe things with thy-mind,andgreatly regard, andeſpeci- 
ally in their traudls looke to their way,where there is ee of 
miſſing it,and to fall into ſome hurtfull by-parhs ; ſo (faich he) 
let thineeyes diligently obſerue my waies, vie thy vnderftan= 
ding; bend thy thoughts and whole care z attend vpon my 
commanderyents,and counſels, whichis the onely r1ightway 
wherein thou ſhalt walke ſafely, and thereby bee preferued 
from that inchanting harlor. . | 


Verſe 27. For an whore is/4 dtepe ditch and @ firange woman 
4 narrow pit, +. ; TT 1 bots | 


Or anwhore t a deepe ditch, Seechapi.24; 14. anda ſtrange 
woman 4 narrow-pit, | Wherein-a' man:cannot'firre him- 
ſelfe, or deliuer himſelfe out of danger, he is ſo ſhut in on cue- 
ry fide. A man may ecafily fall into-whoredome; but when hee 
15 once gotten into. habowatth pit, and narrow hole, hee 
can hardly,ornot at all comeoutagaine;Seechap.2.19. 


Verſ.28. She alſo lieth in waite for a prey ,andencreaſeth the 
tranſgreſſors among men. 


He is here deſcribed by her effeRs, which are ated with 
greatcraftandſubrilcy, which appeareth by the fimilirude 
which he vſeth'::euenas a'theefe lurkethin a denne orbuſhto 
geta prey :ſo this curſed woman lieth in wait,and with her art 
and enticements doth as it were affanlt the hearts of thoſe 
which come within herreach,and ſpoileth them of their affe- 
ions and honeſtie, and encreaferh the tranſgreſſors amongit 
men,whereasthicro were too many trotorious offenders inthe 
world before, now by her practifes'there' are many more ad- 
dedynto them, being drawne in, and corrupted 'with this 


-* 


loathſoinevyice of adultery. . 
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Verſ.29. ho hath woe? who bath alas? who bark conten- 
tions ? who hath babling ? who hath wounds without a canſet 
who hath rednes of eyes? : 

Verſ.30. They that tarrie long at wine, they that ſecke after 


mixt wine, 


Hans inthe former verſe related the miſchieuous pro- 
pertics,and cuents of the harlot, he doth intheſe diſco- 
uer alſo the danger and hurt of that finne which bringeth in- 
temperate perſons into her baite,and deliuereth them into her 
hands, namely drunkennes : the which to make the more 0- 
dious, he deſcribeth the lamentable eſtate of drunkards. And 
firft hee maketh an ennumeration of the ſcuerall calamities 
which befall chem;by che-way'ef 'an1nterrogatorie,or:que- 
ſtion : and then accuſerh cheirintemperancy as the cauſe ther- 
of,by way of ſubieRion,or.anfwere. . 

Tonching the former,he beginnerh with the moſt generall, 
and that is woe, extreame griete andzniſcrie, temporall, or c- 
uerlaſting : For the Scripture is wont to: call euery beauie 
iudgement of the Lord in this life, and eternall condemnation 
by the' name of woc and then deſcendeth to perticulars,as 
that it inforceth him to crie out for miſerie, with groaning, 
and ſighing,andro bewaile his poore and miſerable cſtate:for 
ſo'mbuch che word importeth. And'next that ie:cauſethi com 
textions brablings,and weepings : ForUrunkards at their clips 
are wont to cauell one with another,to brawle, ſcold;andrage 
like people out of their wits. See chap. 20.1. Thirdly, irma- 
keth them to.$abb/e ::For when the-wine is in the wit ivout: 
For neither can they be,filent, nor truſtely keepe any fecrer: 
then they fall co ſcaffe and jeſt-one-ypon another, vpon cue 
light occafion,ontalkewyainly;or friuolouſly, without any-vic 
or wiſedome:: 9x: e){c;inyeigh. bitterly againſt. Magiſtrates, 
Preachers,and godly people. Fourthly, it proqureth wounds 
without cauſe, not bur = the druokard deſcrueth:to bee 


wounded with puniſhment, but that they haue no cauſe ts 
aduenturethemiclues ro ſuch perill; they muſt take the blame 


hy 


_ ypou 


Chap.23, | 
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ypon themſelues,as having no calling todraw theminto fuch 
dangers: they were not hurt in the field, nor in warfare : it 
was in no ſeruice for the Prince,or Countrie: either they fell 
downe,and hurt themſclues : or elſe for their raſh ſpeeches,or 
other diſordered behauiour,they receiued [tripes,and ſo were 
wounded, Laſt of all,it hurteth the countenance,and diſfigu- 
rerh the face, through heate and inflammation, which ſhew- 
eth ir ſclfe in the reduesr of the eyes, much drinking caufeth hu- 
mours to abound in the body,efpecially inthe face, and name= 
ly in theeyes, which are thereby oftentimes blemifhed, and 
almoſt blinded, The cauſe of all this confifteth firſt in the 
quantitie of that they drinke, and then in the qualitie of the 
ſame, The quantitie is, that they drinke exceffiuely : For as 
they tarric long ar it,ſoallthe rime,or the moſt part of it,chey 
arc buſie abour it :for a little ſerueth not their turne,bur they 
muſt haue enough, to ſoke themſelues, and their braines in : 
and therefore call for cup ypon cup, and powre in one bowle 
full after another. Such are they whom the Propher threat= 


neth, ſaying, oe to them that riſe vp early in the merning,that Iſai,z 11, 


they may follow ſtrong arinke : and continue till night untill the 
wine inflame them. 

For rhe latter it is ſaid, they ſeeke after mixed wine, either 
allaied, and made coole after the cuſtome of thoſe Eafterne 
countries: or mingled with ſpices to make ictaſte the berrer: 
howſoeuer it was, yet it was the more pleaſant and delicious : 
and likewiſe they thirſt after varieric,one ſort will norcontene 
them, and therefore not one houſe, where there is nor great 
choice: for it is ſaid,they ſeeke mixed wine; ſearching inmany 
places wherethey meere withrhe beſt; 


Verſ.31. Looke not vpon the wine when it is red, when it gi» 
weth it coloxr in the cnp;Niben it monerh it ſelfe aright.. 


yy iioqniien of. che premiſed deſcription, hee infer- 
' rcthan admonition to beware of that finne : and there- 
fore preſcriberharemedie wherby we may be preſeruedſrom 
it,and that is, that we inamour not our ſelues with the delig} , : 
Tt Oo 
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of it, by the ſpecious colour,or pleaſant taſte; For though hee 
nameth but one adiunct, yet hee vnderſtanderh all the reſt, 
Looke not vpox the wine when it ts red, illude not thy ſelfe with 
gazing too much ypon it, It was not madeto pleaſetheeye, 
but with the moderate yſe of it to confirme the Romacke + 
when it gineth it co/onr : or as in the Hebrew, the eye of it, in 
the cup : For when it-ſhall haue a lively and Jouely looke, it 
ſhall be graced alſo with the cleerenes and comelines of the 
plaſſe,or veſſel] wherein it is: for then it hath che greater force 
to allure: when it moneth it ſelfe aright,when it ſhall ſtirre yery 
kindly,leape or ſpirt inthe goblet ; in which words (as it ſee- 
meth) good wine is painted out, or reſembled to a faire and 
beautifull damzell : whoſe cheekes are ruddie : whoſe eyes 


arc liucly and piercing : and whoſe fecre are nimble,and dan-. 


cing:by thoſe meanes ſhe doth draw the eyes of men toward 
her, and intangle their affeRions with her, All commeth to 
this, that prouocations to drunkennefle are to bee ſhunned 
with due care and diligence, | 


.Verſ. 32. 1» the end it will bite as a ſerpent,and fling 4s au 


Eſt thepleaſantnes of wine deceiue and illude our ſenſes, 
the bitternes and gricuous effeRs ofit are here declared 
by way of compariſon, 1» the end it will bite as a ſerpent, and 
ſting as an adder. Some ſerpents hurt by the yenomous bicin 
of the teeth : and others by the ſtriking with the fing,which 
they haue in their tongues: both fort bring great torment, 
and indanger the life of rhe creature which is bitten, or ſtung 
by them,and as deadly will be the effeR of wine immoderatly 
taken : attheleaſt it will troublethe braine,it will inflame the 
liver,it will ouerwhelme the ftomacke,and cauſe dropſies,arid 
deadly diſeaſes in the whole bodice : befides all this,it defileth 
the conſcience, it tranſformeth a man into the ſhape 'of a 
beaſt, it worketh moſt bitter andintollerabloefteRs, both pre. 
ſent and future : as we haue ſhewediinthe 20.and 21.yerſes. * 
-  Andthisis the cuentiof all delightfull ſinges: they which 
"£ £ are 


- 
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are led by cenſualitie ſhall _— ſooner, or later fall into 
mikſerie :they feele pleaſure ar the'firſt, and ſhall finde ſorrow 
and paine atthelaft,as Zophey truly affirmeth touching grace- 
bee hid it under hu tongue : though hee ſpare it and forſooke it 
not,but kept it fellin his month : his meate in his bowels is tur= 
wed,it is the gall of Aſpes within him, 


Verſe 34. Thine eyes ſhall behold ſtrange women, and thine 
heart ſhall vtter pernerſe things, 


"= which hee had more generally vttered by fimilitude 
; 4 inthe former verſe,hee doth confirme in'this by certaine 
ſpeciall cuils which doe accompanie this {winiſh vice of drun+ 
kennes, ''* - 2427" | | | 

' Thefirſtis vnchaſtitie,a wanton eye,and diſpoſition rofor- 
nication and adulterie, The ſecond js licentiouſnes of rong ue 
through want of good gouernment of the heart, and both 
theſe are in this verſe,” The third is extreame ſecuritie, and 
ſenſcleſnes, imminent perill in the-next'verſe. The fourth is 
ſupidicie and dulnes; whena mar-is ſo farre from reforma- 
tion by the ſmart inflited ypon him for his finne,as that he is 
made the worſethereby, and more greedietoeuill, in the laſt 
verſe, Thine eyes ſhallbehold, thou ſhalt become ſhameleſle, ro 
looke, luſt after, and hunt-after iſf#ange women, ſometimes 
thine neighbors wiues;ſpecially ſuch/as are comely and beau- 
tifull : and ſometimes firumpets; and harlots, whoſe workeis 
to be filrhs, and naughtie packs : a»d thine heart ſhallutterpers 
uerſe things : thine heart.char is,out of the abundance of thine 
hearr,(for otherwiſe the heart ſpeaketh not) ſhall vtrer,yomire 
out, ſometimes blaſphemies, 7 prin railings, ſometimes 
filehie communication; alway that which God hateth, and 
godly men abhorre : For one finne yſually leadeth on to ano« 
ther,nort onely in this caſe of intemperancie, but in all other 
crimes and vices, Simeon and Lew; bean with murther, and 
then fell to theft'and robberie. Daxid firſt abuſed his eyes to - 
es wanton 


lefle yaw : Though wickednes be ſweete in his month,though lob10.12.13, 


Tere.13.23. 


Luke 17.36. 


Jere.5.2.13. 
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wanton lookes, and then his body to adulterie, and then his 


hands by a command (though not by drawing a weapon)to 
the ſhedding of blood, ney 


Verſ. 34. Tea theu ſhalt be as he that lieth in the middeſt of 
the ſea,or as be that lieth on the top of the maſt. 

Verl.35.They hane ſtriken me ( ſhalt thou ſay) and 1 was not 
ficke,they hane beaten me, and I haxe not feit it : when Iſhall a- 
wake,l will ſceke it againe, 


O ſhew the careleſnes of drunkards, he reſembleth them 
. tothoſe,which fortheir ynnaturall regardleſnes of them- 
ſelucs,are ſeldome,or neuer to bee found :namely, ſuch asin 


the very heart of the ſea,or very farre from the ſhore,and like- 


wiſe in che higheſt part of aſhip in the top of the maſt, expo- 
ſedio the venemencie and yiolence of the windes,and that in 
a boitterous ſtorme, ſhould neuertheleſſe threugh the little 
care of their liues ſleepe there, and ſo the tempeſt arifing hur. 
leth them downe without all remedie : For when men be poſe 
ſeſied with this,or any other finne,they will bardly be drawne 
from the praQiſe of it. Can the e/ Ethiopian change his thinne, 
or the Leopard hu ſpots ? then may they alſo dee good that are 
accuſiemed toenill, And the more danger ſuch be in,the more 
bold they are,and lefle fearctull of hurt : for they neither be- 
leeue,nor feare the threatnings of God,and therefore will not 
be moued with them, vncill they feele the execution of them : 
therefore [eremiah complainerh ofthem, ſaying, They hawe be- 
lied the Lord; and ſaid it is not hee, neither ſhall exill come vpou 
vs, neither ſhall wee ſee the ſword , or famine, and the Prophets 
ſhall become winde : the word 6 not in them : thus ſhalljt be done 
onto them, 

«Ad thow ſhalt ſay] Here hee ag the drunkard with 
blockiſhnes and priuation of ſenſe : for hee ſpeaketh of him= 
ſelfe as if he werea very ſtocke, or ſtone : they hawe ſirizen we 

rieuouſly and very hard: ſhalt thou O drunkard ſay, after 
- art awake out of thy dead fleepe of drunkennes,but / was 
wor 
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wot ſiche, I cared not forit, I was not much hurt, they have bea- 
rex me, but T felt not their blowes : for drunkennciſe taketh a- 
way almoſt all ſenſes; and thereforecthougfone thump them, 
or punch them,or lay load vyponthem with great blowes, yer 
they think all to be well with them: what are they the worſe? 
when [ awake therefore [will ſeele it againe : thele, and thoſe 
before in this verſe,arerather the ſpeeches of hispraQtiſe, then 
of his lips, ſhewing the ſucceſle of his troubles and hurts, and 
that is continuance and proceeding in his brutiſh behaviour, 
notwithſtanding all the inconueniences that follow vpon it : 
forno miſeries that ſinne bringeth can bring a man out of it, 
without grace. Such a prouerbe wee ſhall finde in another 
chapter, though thou ſhouldeit bray a foole in a morter, among 
wheate,without a peitill, yet willnot his fooliſhnej[ſe depart from Prou.37.29. 
him : for they worke onely vpon the body and outward Rate, 

they cannot pierce vnto the ſoule, and inward faculties of it: 

neicher will chey make the mind iudiciall, or the heart peni- 

tent,as the Prophets complaine againſt the wicked Iſraclites: 

Strangers ( ſaith Hoſea ) hare denonred hu ſtrength, and hee —OREE 
knoweth it not, yeagray haires are here and there vpon him,and 07:9. 

be txoweth it not : Sts pride of Iſrael teftifieth to hu face, 


and they doe not returne tothe Lord their God,nor ſecke him for 
all this, 


- 


— _- 


Cuayran, XXII. 
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Verſ. x. Be not enuious againit enill men, neither deſire to 
be with thers, 


, ſhould receive and enjoy his greateſt bleſſings inthis 
d life 3 
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life: Sometimes they are tickled with a defire of being ac- 
quainted, and to bee in league with them, to the end they 
might not bee hittby them, bur liue _— in proſperi 
wk them, This enuying the wicked, and deſiring to be wit 
them,is forbidden in the former of theſe ſentences as athing 
ynlawfull,and greatly burtfull: as there is no ſociety nor fel- 
lowſhip berweene light and darkenefle, ſo likewiſe there 
ought to be in the godly no defire ofthe companie or condi« 
tion of the yngodly, See chap. 23.17. 


Verſ. 2. For their heart udieth deſtruftion, and their lippes 
talke of miſchiefe. | 
”®T"Hereaſon of the prohibition isfirſt, becauſe their heart 
ſtndieth deftruftion, they themſelues in their hearts ima- 
gine and deuiſe hurt and harme againſt their godly neigh- 
bours : as godly men ponder and conſider how they may beſt 
pleaſe the Lord,and mercifull men muſe in what manner urs 
may doethe beſt good, and be moſtprofitable and benefici 
totheir brethren : ſo theſe do beate their braines, and ſet their 
wits to worke, how they may accompliſh their villanous de- 
fignements. And ſecondly, their lips talke of miſchiefe, that 
which in their malicieus hearts they haue plotted and framed, 
now they polliſh and perfe& with theirlips : for they are the 
principall agents for the effeing of all wicked purpoſes : ci- 
therthey command with them,or perſwade with them, or en- 
gourage with them, or dire with them ; or flatter, lic, brag, 
orthreaten with them; in one faſhion or other they ſpit out 
yenome with them, A leaud tongue is euermore a neceflarie 
officer to a naughtic heart, 


Verſ.3. Through wiſedome is an houſe builded,and by ondere 
ftanading it ts eitabliſbed ; 

Verl: 4. And by knowledge ſhall the chambers be filled with al 
pretions andplcaſant riches, 


H* ſheweth in theſe verſes, that it is not needfull, ora 
a& Apointof true diſcretion, 40 ſeekethe ſociety of the _ 
ce 
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ked whoſe hearts and rongues are ſo hurtfull and noyſome : 
for God hath ordained better meanes,and ſuch as are a more 
comfortableto raiſe vp the ate of his ſeruants. An houſe can 
neuer be buileto and long, by a couetous heart, a deceirfull 
tongue, and an ynrighteous hand : but rhro#gh wiſedome ar 
houſe i builded, through prom and religion, eſtate and 
familie ſhall moſt happily bee ereted, together with the ar= 
rainment ofall things neceſſarie ſor the fame: and by vnder- 
ftanding, of Gods will reuealedin his word, with conſcience 
and yprightneſle to ſerue and obeythe ſame, it « eftabl;ſhed, 
made firme and ſure,that no curſe or enuie ſhall be able to caſt 
it downe; though the Lord in mercy and goodnefle by his 
prouidence ſomtimes takeit dawne ; aud by knowledge, a right 
skill ro gouerne that wherewith God hath bleſſed a man, frat 
the chambers,all the parts, and roomes of the houſe bee filled 
with all precious and pleaſant ricbes, ſtored with ſuch furniture 
as is fit forthe owners placeand degree, with this limitation 
alwaies that it bee yſcfull and needfull for him, and not ſnares 
to puffe him vp with pride,or any way corrupt him.So that all 
ſound proſperity for a comfortable eſtate, doth grow from 


grace and picty : asthe Pſalmiſt teacheth, For thereunto are Pfal.r1 3.g. 


the large promiſes of God made not only for the life to come, 
but for this preſent life : and this heauenly wiſedome is cuer 


where ioyned with prudence,and Chriſtian policie : and con. D*wta®.r.&e, 


taineth many excellent precepts of all good husbandrie for 
thrift ; that moſt needfull things be done firſt, that ſureriſhip 
be auoided,and many ſuch like. 


Verſ.5. A wiſe man u ftrong, yea a man of knoWledge ex- 
creaſeth ſtrength, 


AW wan is ftrong,|Manageth his affaires, andeffeQerh 
£ A his matters more ſucceſfully,by rhe power of Gods gra- 
tious prouidence, and his owne commendable circumſpeCti- 
on,then he could haue done,orothers doe, by meere force of 
bodily ſtrengrh,of friends,or of purſe, orof any other fleſhly 
or worldly power : yea 4 man of ea thar is —_ | 
2 wit 


loh.3.5. 


\ 3,Corc.44. FPings Which are of God +tor allthathe apprehendeth, is cither 
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with right knowledge,and wiſedome excreaſeth hic ftrength, 


doth grow more proſperous in his attempts and matters 
which he vndertaketh,as he groweth more godly and iudici- 
ous, Sce chap, 21.32. | 


Verſ. 6. By wiſe counſell thou ſhalt make warre, andin the 
mnltitude of connſe!lors there us ſafety. 


Y wiſe connſell thou ſhalt ma'e warre, | In theſe words is 
proued the puiſlance of wiſedome, becauſe without it, po- 
wer is nothing powerfull, armics of men and weapons will 
preuaile nothing without this: for the field is wonne not ſo 
much by mens ſirength,as by prudent ordering of the barcell: 
and dangers are turned away not by the might and valour of 
the louldicrs,but by the wiſe guidance ofthem, with the good 
goucrnment of the Chiefetaines and leaders, Sce chap.20,18, 
ard in the multitude of counſellors there is fafety, See chap, 
11.14, 


Verſ.7. Wiſedome is too high for a foole, hee openeth not his 
month in the gate, 


AN VE wn Wiledomes (faith the holy Ghoſt in the 
O;iginall rext) for the cxcellency of zt, holy vnder- 
Nanding, the ſound and ſauing knowledge of God, whereby 
aman is directed vprightly in his feare, « too high fer a foole, 
for a wicked gracelefle perſon it is abouc his fight,that he can- 
not diſcerne the pretiouineſſe of it, and aboue his reach, that 
he cannot attaineto the poſſeſſhon ofit: itisa fruitthat grow- 
eth ypon the top of the tree of life, that ſuch dwarfes without 
better helpe can neuer come at, No man then can bee made 


' godly and wiſe by his owne naturall capacity; grace-cannot 


be gotren without grace ; which our Sauiour meant when hee 
ſaid, Except a man be borne of Yvater and the holy Ghoft,he cane 
wot eriter into the kingdome of God, And which the Apoſtle 
meant, when he ſaid, The naturall man underitandeth not the 


by 


Verſes. 
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by ſenſe,or by carnall reaſon,or at the moſt, and beſt, by natu= 


395 


rall reaſon, which all come too ſhort of true wiſedome, the 
the treaſures whereof are hid in Chriſt with whom he hath no 
communion,and participated by the ſpirit, whereof hee is vt= 
terly deftitute,he openeth not his month in the gate, hee cannot 
ſpeake graciouſly, profitably, and laudibly ina publike mec- 

ting : for by gate, the places of afſemblie are noted, whichin 
old time was inthe gates of townes or cities, There hec may 
ſpeake eloquently, and plauſibly as Herod did: but neiiner 
there, norany where elſe, faithfully, or in ſuch manner as hee 
can haue any acceprance from God, for that which hee vtrer- 


_eth: forhee regardeth no other but the holy words of god:y 
Chriſtians. 


Verſ. 8. He that dgniſeth to doe exill, ſhall be called a miſchie- 


wons perſon, 


H 


E that deniſeth to doe exill.) He that abuſeth his mind and 
cogitations tothe ſtudie of wickednefſe, how hee on 


bring topaſle his yngodly and vnrighteous purpoſes, and et 
feQthat Which is —— to piety, oak honey, and 
doth accordingly attempt the ſame to put it-in praiſe, they 
Jhall call bim a miſchienons per ſon, a notorious wicked man? 
anda captaine ot miſchicfe”; for as. any finne is more perpen- 
ſedly, or aduiſedly committed, fo ir is more grieuous and 
ſhamefull:to tranſgrefle by frailty is a faulr, and deſerueth 
blame,but yet more tollerable, and thatwhich may eabily find 
pardon, but wittingly and willingly,and ftudiouſly to do, and 
effeAthat which is cuill,is abominable,and worrhie of ſeuere 


puniſhment, and ignominie. oe v#ts thens ( faith the Pro- yy;ca x4; 


phet)that imagine iniquity vpon their beds: for this proceedeth 
from the loue of naughtineſſe, andthe liking of miſchiefe: 
hereby they become skilfull, and are their craftſ-maſters in 
leaudneſſe: heereby they are mage more impenitent after- 


wWards,and can ſcarcely be reclaimed forcuer, 


Dd 3 


Verſ.g. 


Mal.2.9. 


396 ProvYExBSs. Chad.24. 
Verſ.9. The thought of fooliſhneſſe s ſinne, and the ſcorner 


is abomination to men. 


—_ thought of fooliſhneſſe, |The leaſt degree of euill, euen 
that which is in the mind,though it breake not out opens 
ly,oor be ſo conſpicuons, # ſnne, the tranſgreflion of Gods 
holy law, who requireth nor onely the aCtions, but the mind 
of men tobe conformable to his will : bat the ſcorner is an a- 
bomination, it 15 an aggrauation of the contemptuous beha- 
uiour of wicked men, by an argument from the lefleto the 
greater.God taketh notice of euil thoughts which are ſmaller 
offences, and yet vnlawfull, and to him difpleafing : but the 
ſcorner his execrable deeds,or crimes which ſhew themſelues 
to the world, which proceed from pride or preſumption, and 
are ſo continued in,are more then a finne, an abominablefil- 
thineſle, which God and men deteſt and abhorre, And as con- 
cerning the ſcorner himſelfe who ſinneth withan high hand, 
and ſcorneth all good infiruftions;he maketh himſelfe odious 
to all that are ingenuous, andof any good diſpoſition; for 
they that gtue themſclues profefledly to be tmpious & wicked, 
fhall not only haue God,bur alſo mento hate them:and equal 
it is ; becauſe they hate andrebellagainſtthemoſt gratious & 
righteous God, who gaue vnto thE;& hath preſeruedrtheirlife 
and being, and all that they have ::and who hath the diſpo- 
ſing of all mens hearts, and ies in and therefore can eafily 
dire& them '#gaitiſt/thoſe which oppoſe themſclues againſt 
him,and'violite his commandements, as thee {aithby MMala- 
chie : Therefore hane 1 made you tu be. deſpiſed, and vile before 


 allthe people becauſe ye keptnot my waies, &c, And commonly 


theſe fcornfull perſons areproud;inſolepr;and contemptuous 
and hurtfull to others;and wholly giuen to ſeeke- themaſelues, 
which will 'greatlywithdraw:the' lone of the- people from 
them ; *Sitwas faid of T{ael, that ha hand ſhowld bee ag ainit 
enerytman,and entry noanshand agdinſt him, 


Verſ.r1. 


Yerſe 11. Proves. . 397 

Verſ.1 1, Deliner them that are drawne to death : for fhoul- 
deft thou withdraw thy ſelfe from them that goe downe wnto de- 
fruition? 


Elizer them,)This is anexhortation raiſed from the for- 

mer ſentence,that if it be ſo dangerous a thing to neg- 
leR our brethren in their diftrefles and afflictions, therefore 
we ſhould ſhake off that remiſneſle,and animate our ſelues to 
ſo neceflarie a ſcruice: wherefore ( ſaith he) del:wer, reſcue by 
thy power,(ifthou art a Magiſtrate, as /ob did, who brake the 
iawes of the wicked,& plucked the prey out of bis teeth )or by all 
lawful meanes whoſocuer thou art,ſuch as being innocent are 
brought into danger of death, or vadoing : for it any beiuſtly 
troubled,or condened to dieit belongeth not to ys to meddle 
with him,otherwiſe then by praying for him, & inciting him 
to repentance, But if might oppreſleright, or violence be of- 
fered tothe poore afflited, euery one is bound to defend his 
neighbor fro wrong, as much as in himlieth:For(ſaich he)welt 
thouwitharaw thy ſelfe from them that goe downe to the ſlaugh- 
ter?Thar is to fay, Artthou to withdraw thy helpe from pre- 
ſcruing the poore and innocent,who are layed downe on the 
blocke to be ſlaine,or drawne to the ſtake to bee burnt, from 
the ſtroke ofthe ſword,orflame of fire? Sothat euery one ac- 
cording to his place oughtto miniſter helpeto the oppreſlcd. 
Gouernours by vertue of theiraurhoritie,as we ſhall ſce in the 
31, chapter,verf.8, Inferiours by giuing counſell,or teRlifying 
the truth ofthe caufe ; or in petitioning to the Prince, or ſuch 
as haue power of deliucring : as Ebedwelech for Ieremiah ; and 
Efter for her people: or byprayerto God in their behalfe: as 


the Church in the time ofthe Apofiles for Peter : and in the ,q ,, 


time of the Prophets, for other godly men which were defti- 
nated torhe{laughter,whoſe petition we finde in the Plalme: 


Let the ſighing of the priſoners come before thee; according to ppyy,vg.55 


thy mig hty arme preſerne the children of death, 
Dd 4 Verſ.12. 


Ls 


Tere. 22.23. 
Eccleſ.5.5. 


pure juſtice, without any: compalſion, 


298 ProvanBt. Chap.24. 


Verſe 12. If thou ſay, Behold we knew-not of it ſhall not hee 
who pondereth the heart underſtand it * doth not hee know that 
preſerneth thy ſoule ? doth not he alſs recompence enery man ac= 
cording to his works ? 


HE confirmeth his ſtrict charge for affiftance,and helpful. 
nes to our brethren wrongtully moleſted, and indange. 
red,by forcible arguments : whereunto hee maketh a way by 
an anticipation, wherein he firſt propoundeth the excuſe thar 
pitileſſe men are wont to make,and afterwards confuteth it, 
The obicQtion is, we knew not of it : For ſo they pleade igno- 
rance,by which they hope to cleere themiclues,as that it was 
yaknowneto them that they were in trouble: neither were 
they acquainted with the equitie ofthe cauſe: nor ynderfiood 
by what meanes they might helpethem: all which pretences 
he plainly refuteth: for no ſhifts will ſeruc to cloake finne be- 
fore Gods eyes, Andtheſe hee refelleth by ſuch reaſons, as 
whereby hee proueth the neceſſitie of mercifulnes. And the 
firft is from the knowledge of God,who is the ſearcher of the 

hearts and affeCtions : putteth mens mindes,or meanings into 
the ſcales,or ballanceth them,to try how iuſt and vpright they 
are : and therefore doth not he vnderſtand whether thou diſ- 
ſembleſt, or dealeſt in good carneſt? wherher thou hadft in- 
telligence ofthe matter, or whether it were altogether hid- 
den trom thee? The ſecond is from the power and authoritie 
which God hath ouer all men: their liues and ſoules are in his 
hands : and therefore it concerneth them for their liues, and 
ſaluation too,not to halt with him,or be incompatſionare to. 
wards his. The thirdis from the iuftice of God, hee will re- 
compence euery man according to his worke :hethat dealeth 
vprightly,and without diffimularion, ſhall finde comfortable 
approbation at his h3nds : he that dealeth frandulently, and 


-with guile,ſhall be difſmasked,and puniſhed ; hethat ſheweth 


mercie and compaſſion to them that be in miſcrie, ſhall plen- 
tifully be rewarded with mercic from him: hee, that is hard' 
hearted, and without all bowels of commiſeration, ſhall finde 


Verſ. 3» 


Verſe 13-14» Prxovans. 399 


Verſe t 3. My ſonneeate thow bony becauſe it ts good,axd the 
hony combe, becauſeit i ſweete to thy palat or taſte, 

Verſe 14. So ſhall the knowledge of wiſedome be to thy ſoule 
when thou haſt found tt, there ſhall be a reWard,and thine expe- 
tation ſhall not be cut off, 


TR two ſentences-containe the praiſe of gracious and 
holy knowledge, and that by a full fmilitude, on both 
parts, as well the reſemblance, as the application from hoxy, 
ſaying, My ſonne eate hony,that is,thou haſt libertie for ic, it is 
free for thee ſo-to doe, if thou wilt, becanſe it is good, whole- 
ſome,andprofitable for thy body :it being a food much in vſe 


in thoſe parts: as the Prophet /ſaiab ſpeaketh; Butter and [fai,q.rs. 


hony ſhall be eate, And [onathan was much refreſhed,and his 
eyes receiued fight by eating of hony, whereas before they 


were dimme for wearineſſe,and hunger.eAnd the hony combe, 1,Sam. 14427. 


for it & ſweete vnto the palat or taſte, that is,pleaſant,and de- 
leable in reliſh, the palat the inſtrument of taſting being pur 
for the ſenſe it ſelfe : two benefits therefore proceed from it, 
pleaſure,and profit: So both profitable and pleaſant,and more 
alſo ſhall the knowledgeof wiſedome be to thy ſoule, thy heart, 
thy conſcience, thy inward man, though in thy body,and e- 
ſate,there be many bitter croſſes and calamities : if thow ſinde 
it,if rhou be truly indued therewith,and. haſt a ſure apprehen= 
ſion thereof, and be nor illuded with flattering conceits, .and 
' vaine imaginations. And this comfort and ioy is the effeR of 
an infallible hope, wich is wrought by faith in, and know- 
ledge of the holy Scriptures,and this hope is ſtedfaſi,firme and 
effeQuall: as chap.22.18, He would haue ys therefore to vn- 


derliand that nothing is more delightfull then ſpirituall vn> IGai.zs.6, 


derflanding of Gods holy will, Hony,and other food,though 
moſt delicious, is carthiy, and the delight that it yeeldeth is 
bur cenſvall : but this is heauenly, and fo'is the conſolation 
that it worketh :'a beaſt, or a wicked man way feed on the beſt 
corporall foode, and feele as much ſweetnes asthe worthielt 
Chriſtian : but Gods owne people and ſeruants hauc a _ 

| ier 
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lier right and propertic in the holy Ghoſt : there may beein 
hony and other bodily delights, an burtfull excefle, ro the an- 
noyance of thoſe which ſurfeit of them : as chap.25.16. but 
there can neuer be too much heauenly wiſedome, and gladnes 
pn g from it: but alway, and continually the more, the 
etter : the pleaſure that is taken in meates,or drinkes, or any 
carthly refreſhings,is but momentanie,and for preſent yſe:For | 
when death commeth, or ficknes, the delightfulnes thereof 
will be forgotten,and ſo will the trength that commeth by ir, 
and all other like benefits : but the ioyfull aſſurance of Gods 
fauour,the heauenly fruites of his holy ſpiric, withthe __ 
ſion of his graces, is perpetuall and everlaRing, according to 
the teſtimonie and promiſe of our Sauiour,faying, Whoſoener 
Toh.4.14, JSpalldrinke of the water that [ ſhall gine him,ſhall neuer be more 
a thirſt: but the water that 1 ſhall gine him, ſhall be in him a well 
of water ſpringing to exerlaiting life. 


Verſe 15. Lay not waite O wicked man again#t the dwelling 
of the righteous : ſpoyle not his dwelling place, 

Ver: 16. For the righteous ſalleth ſenen times, and riſeth a- 
gaine : but the wicked ſhall fall into miſchiefe. 


N the former verſe was declared the great comfort that 
godly men finde in the knowledge of Gods holy word: and 
in theſe the great ſafetie which they enioy by his p:ouidence 
for ther, and proteRion of them : for that is the {cope of the 
words, though they bee direRed to the wicked in way of ad- 
monition, or prohibition, The parts thereof are two : the one 
is a charge giuen to ſinfall men, that they proceede not on in 
their craft, or in their crueltie againſt the ſeruants of God, in 
the former yerſe: and the other, a reaſon which could cauſe 
them'to ſtand backe,and hot offer ſuch injuries corthem,in the 
latter. Lay not waite,dealenor ſubtilly, practiſe nor any ſecret 
miſchicte, liketo ſuch as lucke in corners ſuddenly to ſurpriſe a 
man, or get ſome aduantage againſt him, again/? the houſe of 
the righteous, againſt a man himſelf, or anything thar apper- 
taineth ynto him':þoy/e nos his refting place,offer no Hibledce 
Ynto, 
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yuto,nor prey vpon his goods, and eſpecially goe not about 
to ouerthrow his dwelling place,nor chaſe him icomir : For ir 
is as if heſhould baue ſaid, This is thy practiſe, and v. iv1ch is £0 
be looked for at thine hand, vntill thou ccafe to boe wicked, 
For all thy attempts be in vaine, and ſhall take no place : and 
therefore if thou wert wiſe and prudent for thy ielfe, thou 
wouldeſt be better 2duiſed, before thou rookeRt ſuch courtes, 
The reaſon is from the contrary condition.of the wicked, and 
godly : the one endureth many troubles, and efcapeth our of 
them all : the other, oft times more crofſes come vpqn them 
for atime: but ſome one deadly firoke commeth at laſt for 
all, totheir vtteryndoing : The inf falleth ſenen times, com- 
meth intorroubles yery off, a certaine number of times being 
put for an vncertaine, bur riſeth againe, but by the gracious 
hand of God is deliuered out of them all. Ir is a fimilitude 
from childreled of their parents, who though through weak- 
nes doe ſometimes ftumble,and fall ro the ground,yer they be 
- neither hurt with the tall,nor helpleſſe,that they ſhould not be 
taken vp againe. So that the goodnefſe of God doth more ap- 


peare in ſuſtaining his people in their troubles, then in preſer- Plal.34.19. 
ving them from troubles, as diuers Scriptures doe witneffe, 10b.5-18. 


But the Wicked Som into miſchiefe,the vngodly periſh in ad- 
uerſitie, being ſo ouerthrowne therein, that they neuer be able 
ro-recouer themſclues : they are altogether like thoſe, who 
falling from an high and ſteepe place, ortumbling downe a 
paireof ſtaijers,breake their backes,or neckes,with that fear- 
full downfall, thatthey are not able to ſtirre hand or feote. So 
that albeit croſſes come but ſeldome ypon vngodly men, and 
miſerietarrielong before it vititechem; yet when God ſetteth 
in wich them, he paicth them home,euen to their ruine and de- 


fruQiop :For ſo-are they threatned::'The Lordſhall ſhoote an Pſal.64.7, 


arrow at them,their firokes ſhall be at ance : their plagues haue 
Rings withchem,a guiltie conſcience, the burthen of fin, with 
Gods diſpleaſure and curſe are ioyned with it. 


Verſi9. Reioyce net when thine enemie falleth, let not thine 
Ver C1 8, 


hearrbexlag when he ſinmblethy” ' 


lob 31.24. 


4O2 PrOvV n B $o Chap.24. 
Verſ, 18, Left the Lord ſee it andit diſpleaſe;him,. and hee 


turne away his wrath from bim. 
Ree #ot, | Bee not glad, nor ſhew forth any outward 
Gene of ioy, when thine enemie falleth, when hce thar is 

thine aduerſarie commeth to calamitie, or aduerſity, /et net 
thine heart be glad, doe not ſo much as conceive ioy within 
thy ſelte, though thou ſhouldelt not expreſle it to others, wher 
he ſtumbleth, when any crofſle doth befall him : hee taketh the 
ſimilitude from trauellers, whom it concerneth not their fel- 
low trauellers to inſult ouer when they be downe or ſlipping, 
but rather be ſorie, and therefore ſuccour and helpe them y 
againe, So that it is not Jawtu!l for any man to take delightin 
his neighbours woe, howeuer he be affeted toward him. 

[ob cleereth himiclfe of this tault,fayine,.] hane not reioyced 
at the deitruftion of him that hated me, or /ift vp my ſelſe when 


enillfound him, And the world knowerh how Daxialamen- 


ted and wept, when newes was brought him of Sazls death, 
which moſt iniuriouſly and cruelly hunted after his lite. If wee 
be bound ro pray for thoſe tharperſecute and hate vs ; if we be 
required to help our enemies with food, and gratifie him with 
other courteſies, it canot ſtand with equity that we ſhould re- 
joyce at,or rake pleaſure jn their miſerie : but this precept may 
ſeeme to be contraryto the practiſe of the godly, as Moſes, 
Eſter, and diuers others of Gods ſeruants, when their enemies 
the Egyptians, Haman, and other ſuch like haue been deſtroy- 
ed: but indeedneither Hoſes nor the reſt,did reioyce fo much 
inthe deſirution of their aduerſaries,as in their owne deliue- 
rance,andthe preſcruationofthe Church : neither was the ru- 
ine of their enemies ſo comfortable ynto them as the glory of 
God, which did appeare in the puniſhment of the vngodly. A 
man may in holy zcale reioyce at the ouerthrow of the e- 
nemies of God, andthe focs of his people, as chap. 11.12, 
but he may not ſimply be glad at the fall ofhis aduerſaries, nor 
yncharitably ka. ouer them with ioy of heart, ariſin 
from priuate grudge,and ſecret hatred,/e/t rhe Lord ſee it, left 
he take notice of it,and obſeruethe ſame CE 
aing 
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having and nouriſhing ſuch vncharitabl andpitileſſeaffeRions 


in thine heart and twrne his wrath from h#:2, whichis not ſoto 

ynderſtood, as that therefore a man were not to reioyce at 
his enemies fall, left that by ſo doing his good name beepro- 
cured,namely the mitigation of Gods diſplesſure,and remo- 
uing away - ſcourge that is ypon him: bur by this every 
oneis warned to take heed ofthis reuer:gefull rejoycingat the 
miſeries ofthem that hate him, leſt by this meane> hee draw 
Gods wrath and plague vpon himſelte, and make his owne 
caſe worſe then his cacmies, 


Verlſ. 19. Fret not thy ſelfe becauſe of the enill man,neither be 
enKions at the enill doers. : 
20, For there ſhall be no reward to the enillman, and the can- 


ale of the wicked ſhall be put out, 
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| 2730 not thy ſelfe,| Be not mouedrto anger and indignation, 
becauſe of the enill man, for that either they flouriſh and 
proſper,orelſe inthe walice of their harts attempt cuill agaioft 
thee, neither be enuious at the enill doers See chap, 23.17, and 
the firlt verſe of this chapter, 
For there ſhall be no reward to the enill man,] His-plagues 
and miſcries ſhall be perpetuall,and rhe light of the wicked ſhall 
be put out his fclicity, and flouriſhing eſtate, yea and his life it 
ſelfe ſhall bee extinguiſhed, and aboliſhed, deſperate miſerie 
ſhall ſucceedin the place thereof, See chap.1 3.9. Andthere- pq,,, 18. 
| fore the greatel? proſperity that vegodly men m_ eniOy, Iob 21.16. 
is notable to counteruaile the lamentable calamity that ſhall 
come vpon them afterward : for the one is but counterfeit 
and mixed with many forrowes and feares; the other is as bad 
or worſe then.it ſeemeth, and void of all comfort : the one is 
ſhorr,and ofno continuance: the other is euerlaſting,and hath 
noneend :and addethis thereunto, that meaſure and great a- 
bundance of the former,doth much encreaſe the quantity and 
pomonincte of the latter, As-is the caſe of that whoriſh Ba- 
del, In as much as ſhe gloried her ſelfe, andlinedin pleaſure, ſo 
wich gixe to her torment and ſorrow : for ſhe ſaith in her heart, 
| F4 


Rau $.7.8. 


lam.5.1.3. 


1.Pct 3.13.14» 


2.Pet,2.17. 


hud. 8. 


yu 
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I fit being a Queene and am no widow,and ſhall ſee no monrnicg., 
Therefore her plagues ſhall come at one day, death and ſorrow, 
and famineand ſhe ſpallbe burnt with fire; for firong s the Lore! 
which will condemne ber, And 8s Saint Iames threatneth to all 
worldlings and Epicures. Goe to now ye rich men, monrne and 


howle, for the miſeries that ſhall come vpon you : your riches are 
corrmptandyour garments motheaten. 


Verſ.21. My ſonne feare the Lord,and the King,and meddle 
not with them that change. 


M: ſonne feare the Lord, | Let thine heart alwaies ſtand 
in awe of his preſence, worſhip him with reuerence,and 
holy deuotion: faichfully obſerue and obey as much as poſſi- 
bly thou canſt,his will and commandements,and the King,thy 
ſoueraigne, whomthe Lord hath fer ouer thee: for conſcience 
ſake beſubicto him: ſhew all loyaltie to his perſon, and 0- 
bedience to his lawes,and miniſters ofiuſtice ; negleR nor the 
commandement of the Lord by the Apoftle, ſaying, Submit 
your ſelues to all manner ordinance of man for the Lords ſake : 
whether it be to the King as the ſuperiounr,or unto gonernonrs, as 
vnto them that are ſent of him, for the puniſhment of enill doers, 
and praiſe of them that deewell, For true religion toward God, 
and due ſubieRion to lawfull authoricy, arc alway indiuiduall 
companions, Feare God( faith Saint Peter ) and honour the 
King. No rebellious perſon,or any that is diſobedient toward 
the Magiſtrate,deſerueth the name of a Chriſtian, He that de- 
nieth vnto Ceſar that which belongeth vnto him, dothin no 
yprightneſſe performe ro God that which is his due.Saint /nde 
maketh it anore of a ſinful hypocrite to deſpiſe government and 
to ſpeake enill of them that are in autboritie. For there 1s no po= 
wer but of God, and the pewers that are, are ordained of God. 
Whoſoener therefore reſiiteth the power, reſifteth the ordinance 
of God, and they that reſiit ſhall receine to themſelues greater 
damnation, Wherefore we muit ſubieft, not becauſe of wrath on- 
ly,but for conſcience ſake So onthe other ſide,neuer any impi- 
ous perſon can bee a fairhfull ſubieR : whoſocuer Ms 
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the Lord, and his word, which is the foundation of all magi- 
ſracte,will (if occaſion ſerue) manifeſt his perfidiouſnefſe ts 
his Prince; and though feare reſtraine him that he never break 
forth into armes,or open contempr,yet he carriethnot a loy- 
all heart, becauſe he wanteth a godly heart, There are many 
which crouch,and bow, which flatter, and fawne, and highly 
extoll obedience,and inueigh againſt refraQorie people, who 
notwithſtanding beare as little loue as the worſt, andyeeld no 
more reuerence in their hearts to their Prince, then thoſe 
which are moſt contemptuous, Saint I#de deſcribeth the de- 1yg.s, 
ſpiſers of gouernment to be murmurers, and complainers, and 
yet to hane mens perſons in admiration for aduantage. And the 
Prophet Hoſea teſtifieth,that they which made the King glad 
with their wickednefſe, and the Princes with their lies, did yer 
denoure their Indges,and canſe their Kings to fall, «And med- 
dle not with thens that change ; he giueth a caueat to beware of 
the meanes whereby thou maieſt be ſeduced, and bee brought 
thereby to contempt of God, and thy Prince, and that is the 
ſociety of Male-contents who affeR alteration, and nouelties, 
ſuch as are wearie ofthe holy Lawes of Ged, which teach re- 
ligion, and Chriſtian obedience, and wholeſome lawes of 
Prince touching policie, andciuill peace, and ſecke for inao- s 6 1 
uation,by abrogation,and aboliſhment of both: for ſuch ma- 2 
ner ofmen are very contagious,and ableto peruert the hearts 
of all that —_— with them. How many did Corab, Dathar, 
and Abiramys inchant to oppoſe againſt the government of 
CMoſes,and Aaron? What huge multitudes did that curſed 
eAbſalominfeR,and make to turne rebels moſt ſeditiouſly a- 
youu the kingdome of Daxid? and did not Sheba that ob- 
cure and baſe fellow preuaile farre to get affociates, and ther- 
by toraiſe a new commotion, when it ſeemed that all ſpark 
of rebellion had been extinguiſhed? and how many millions 
of millions hane been flirred vp againſt the kingdome of 
Chrift, by the peRtilent rongues of thoſe which cannot beare 
the burthen of government, moſt lamentable experience ofall 
ages doth cleerely witneſſe, This commeth to paſſe by the vi- 
elence of their deſires that way, which are wholly ſer vpon 
| milchiefe z 


Pſal7 3.18. 


Jere.5.12. 
1.Theſ\.5.3+ 
Apoc.18.7. 


AQ.1a, 


406 | PROVERBS. 


Chap.24- 
miſchiefe: and by the ſharpneſle of their wits for this helliſh 
worke,which are ſharpued, and haue an edge ſer on by the di- 
yell himſclfe, and by thac procliuity whichis in al flcſhly mens 
nature, to be corrupted by pernicious ſpeeches : Satan wor- 
-kerh in the tongues of theie finfull ſeducers, and together alſo 
inthe hearts and cares of their carnall hearers, 


Ver. 22. For their calamitie ſhall riſe ſuddenly, and who 
bnoweth the ruine of them both? © | 


H* confirmeth both his precept, and caucat, by the miſ- 
chiefc that is liketo enſue, if they obey not che one, nor 
be admon:ſhed by the other, and that is the ruine and ouer- 
throw of vogadly and diſloya!l perſons: and this is exaggera- 
ted by the gricuouſnes and ſuddennes of it,it commerh ſoo- 
nerthen it is looked for,and is more intollerable then is ether 
knowne,or thought of. For their calamitie, the plagues which 
they thall ſuffer, /a!! r:ſe ſuddenly, It lieth ill for a time like a 
fierce beaſt, or ſerpent in a buſh, or thicker,eirher ſleeping, or 
waiting for aduantage,and neither is ſcene, nor heard,there is 
neither roring,hiffirg, nor rufling,and in a moment being ei- 
ther wakened, or ſpying the opportunitie, is vpon a man be- 
fore he is ware, Who kroweth the deftruttion of them both? to 
wit,that whichhe Lord and the king _-_ work: For as Gods 
wrath is like a conſuming fire,ſo is the Kings compared to the 
roring of a Lion, both of them yery fearcfull and terrible, For 
miſeric is evermore contrarie tothe expeRation of the wic=- 
ked, both for time and meaſure : it commeth vypon them be- 
fore they be prouided,and liethvpon them more heauily then 
they are able to ſuftaine it. And this is becauſe they would 

ot belecue the predictions of the word, which foretold what 
R. ould become of their wicked waies: but deſpiſed all Gods 
threatnings : and becauſethey are proud,and ſecure, and flat- 
ter themſclues in perpetuitie of their peace and ſsfertie : and 
becauſe they ſuffer themſclues willingly ro bee miſled and de= 
cciued bythe flatterie of others :as Herod did, 


Vetd. 23» 


Verſe 3-24 Pxoy 1RBS. 407 


Verſe 23. Theſe alſo ors the ſayings of the wiſe: ie net 
ood to hane reſpett of perſons in indgement,' 


A*® Daxid made not all thoſe ſpirituall ſongs which are 
contained inthe booke of Pſalmes :ſo neither did Sa/o- 
wor (as it ſeemeth)yrter all thoſeparables which are ſer down 
in this booke of Prouerbs.Thus much may be gathered our of 
the words, wherein it is ſaid, «ſo theſe are the ſayings of the 
wiſe. The ſentences from this place to: the end of the chapter, 
were ſpoken by the mouthes, or written by the tongues of 
wiſe men : but who they were is not exprefied: bur ſure wee 
are they were led by the ſpirit of God, ſeeing otherwiſe nei- 
ther could they haue' been wiſe, neither would they who ga- 
thered theſe ſayings together, haue put them into the booke 
of canonicall Scripture,to have reſpett of perſons,to regard any 
thing which is befide the cauſe, or out of the matter in que= 
ſtion,as thereby to be led aſide, and drawneto peruert iuftice, 
ordecline from the law, as becanfe they be rich, or becauſe 
they be poore; becauſe they be akerbomes they be bad: 
becauſe they be friends, or becauſe they be enemies. To paſſe 
ſentence for the wealth; or power,or miſerie,or fauour,or ha- 
tred of the parties accuſing, or accuſed, is not good, neither 
lawfull;nor.fafe: the thing to bee regarded isthe matter, ind 
not. the man. Andthereforcin all controucrfies, look not who Leuic.rg.1y, 
be the parties,but what is the cauſe : becauſe the iudgementis Deur.1-17. 
Gods,and not mans. 


-Verſ.24. He that ſaith to the wicked,Thos art righteom im 
ſhall the people curſe,and nations ſhall abhorre bins, 


H E that ſaith to the wicked,thou art righteons,] He that ap- 
- A &plaudeth,or approueth of finfull men, whom God con- 
demneth:or.juſtifieth.any man in, doing chat which God doth 
not-allow ; bir ſhallthe people enrſe, and the nations ſball ab- 
berre him;he ſball be odious, and infamous,cuery where, and 
amongt all' men for the greateſt part, eſpecially ſuch as hate 
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iniquitie, and know after what manner he doth countenance 
it. Indeed welldiſpoſed perſons will not cafily breake outinto 
raſh curſing : neither; will; they-proudly: reproch: the Magi- 
ſtrates, or ſuperiours, though they ſcethem faile in their du- 
ties : yet neuerthielefleinzcale toward iuſtice they cannor but 
blame them, whom they ſee fo grofſely and notoriouſly to 
offend. Sothat-they.who goe about to grace others intheir 
finnes, take the way to bring themſclues into contempt : For 
they are an abominationtothe Lord,aschap.17.15.andthen 
how can.they chuſe but be vile alſo amongſt men? They doe 
miſchiefe to many in-animating ſuch wicked creatures: and 
euen to thoſe ſinful wretches themſclues, by hardning them 
in their euill : chey becommeth acceſfaric to the uid 
facs,and maketh them their owne : and itis a fault, tharis ſel- 
dometo be foundin any, who are not in ſomecuill or other 
rhemſelues : according to that ſaying,they that traxſpgreſſe the 
law,praiſe the wicked. | 


Verſe 25. But to them that rebuke ſhall be delight, and the 
bleſſing of each good man ſhall come vpon them, 

Verſe 26, Emery one ſhall kiſſe hi lippes that gineth aright 
anſwere. 


HE amplifieth the point propounded in theformer-yerſe, 
by the contrarie both behauiour, and euent : there was 
che iuſtifying of the wicked taxed, here the reprouing of him 
is commended: there was the curſe, or reproch threatned to 
ſuch as ſhall giue approbation to malefaRors : here bleſſing is 
promiſed to ſuch as ſhall-diſgrace them: oblequie; reproch, 
and hatred arethere denounced as apunifhmenr-te' them thar 
ſhall flatter ynrighteous men : here honour and loue is aſſured 


rothem that ſhall deale ſoundly, and ſharply with them but 


to themthat rebuke him, tothemthat conuince euill men of + 


their faults, ſhall be delight,comfort, andiioy, in apprehenſion 
of Gods favour, mens good'affeRions ſhall berowardthein;' 
andihe bleſſing of each good man, their teftitnonie which thiey* 


will giuc ofthem,and thoprayers and praiſes whithehey _- 
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offer ro God for them: this bleſſing fellypon [obrhead full of. 
xeri, as himſelfe witneſſeth, ſaying, When the earc heard mee it 
bleſſed me,and when the eye ſaw me it ganewitneſſe unto me,that 
1 delinered the poore that cried, and the fatherleſſe that had no 
belpe : the blejſing of him that was readie to periſh came vpon 
me,and 1 cauſed the widowes heart to reiozgce, Andit is addedin 
the next verſe,the people will kiſſe the lippes of him that gineth 4 
right anſwere; the kiſſing ofthe lipsis a figne ofloue amongR 
vs,and in old time it was alſo a token ofreuerence. Whereas 
therefore it is ſaid here, the people ſhall kiſſe the lips of him that - 
gineth a right anfwere; the meaningis that they will excee- 
dingly affeR, and ſingularly honour ſuch #perſon: it may be 
the wicked will deſpiſe,and contemmne ſuch a one, but the god- 
ly willreuterence and embrace him. Now he is ſaid to anſwer 
right things, who vttereth true, wiſe, and profitable ſpeeches, 
or ſuch ſayings as are agreeable to equitie and righteouſnes, 
He therefore which moſt faithfully oppoſerh himſelfe againſt 
the corruptions of others, ſhall gaine moſt comfort,and credir 
to himfelfe, both from God,and honeſt men, and many times 
from the parties reproued, or reſiſted: for thar it = proue's 
good medicine for the curing of the maladies of the ſoule, 


Verſ.27. Prepare thy worke without, and make it fit for thy 
ſelfe in the field, and afterward build thine bouſe. | 


Pier thy worke without,] Haue an eye to thoſe things 
that are abroad, as for corne,catrell, vines, frujtetrees,&c. 
make it fit for thy ſelfe in the field, make readieforthiy ſelfe thar 
which thou haſt in the field, that thou not onely have ground, 
but thatit be ſo husbanded,as y it may beſt yeeld commodity 
to thee, that thou not only haue acroppe ypon thy ground, or 
grafle growing in thy meddowes, but that it bee ſo carefully, 
and ſcaſonably cut downe,and inned,as thou maiſt enioy the 
fruite thereof : that thy land be not vnfruitfull through wanic 
of good manuting, or thar which grow ypon it bee notthe 
lefte, or worſe bythine ill husbandrie, «»d «fter, when thou 
haftperformed theſe things, bwild _ henſe, maker —_—_— 
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faire, according to thy ſtate, and tore it with ſuch god ferel- 
ture,as before was notrequilite for thee. An houſe, and habi- 
rationtodwell in is firſt of all to be prouided : butthe orna- 
ments,and beautifying ofit,areto be deferred yntilthy main- 
tenance will allow thee the libertie thereof. His parpoke isto 
reach ys to proccede orderly.in all our affaires, preterring ef 
things of gicateſt importance corhe firſt place, and. going a- 
bout matters of lefle waight by leiſure afterward : as in a buil- 
ding,Rone andtimber is ro be prepared, before wainſcot and 
hanging. | | 
And men vſeto buy land er take it,and haue a croptowards 
before they hire,or build a þarne. It were a fooliſh partiin fea- 
Ning to ſpread the table, ſet diſhes ypon the hoard; &'to make 
the gueſts fit downe, before any meate be prouided ; or for a 
man to prouide bridle, or ſaddle, with trappings andall other 
_ furniture,and yer is able neither to buy, nor borrow, nor hire a. 
horſe for his journey. : 


. « z . 
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| | Verſ.28, Be nor s witneſfſe againſt thy neighbour without a 
ranſe,nor deceine with thy lips, 


E not awitneſſe] In any matter, or for any mans cauſe, «- 
LI gainſt thy neighbour , againſt any man, without a _cawnſe, 
whie he deſeructh it nor, or-thou haue no calling therunto,and 
therefore take heed that thy teftimonie be not talſe : For al vn- 
truth is falſe witneſſing, and without cauſe : neither affirme 
thou any thing certainly which.is vacertaine,and ſtandeth on- 
ly. on likelibood and probabilitie : ſo E/zteftified againſt Hae 
»ab,when hee charged her with-drunkennes, becauſe hee ſaw 
the motion of hex lips, but heard.notthe yoyce of her ſpeech : 
ſo they teſtified againſt the Apoſiles and Diſciples withour 
cauſe,when they faid they were full ofnew wine, becauſe on a 
fudden they ſpake ſtrange languages : neither take halfe atale. 
for a whole ſpeech, nor adde any thing of.chine awne to thar 
which thou ſpeakeſt,nor peruert the meaning of a mis words 
which he vttcrerh:: for ſo they witneſſed againſt Chriſt, when 
they informed that he ſaid, / can deſtroy this remple,thar mate- 
| pt 
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Verſe 29» _ Provanss. 411 
riall building of fone and timber, and /will build it in three 
daies, becauſe hee ſaid, deſtroy you this temple, meaning of his 
body,and [will buildit ag aine in three daies Laſtly, commenſe 
nota complaint againſt any for well doing, and impute not 
that to himfor a crime which is dutic,and a good ſeruice: for 
ſo Dees tellified againſt Abimelech without cauſe, when hee 
accuſed him to Saw/,for miniftring reliefe and weapon to Da- 
#idin bis diſtrefle, And ſo the enemies of Daniel witnefled a- 
gain him without cauſe, when they laid co his charge his 

m_ and ſupplication made to the Lord: and deceine not, a- 
þu enotthe cares of any man to make him to belecue thatto 
be true which is falſe; orthat to be good whichis bad; orthat 
tobe bad which is good: him to be faultie which is innocent ; 
orhim bee iuſt whichis vn-righteous: at no hand miſinforme 
the minds of thy brethren with thy lips, with the words which 
thy lips doe vtter. | 


Verſ.29. Say not, I will doe to him as bee hath done to me, I 
willreward enery man according to his worke. 


Sg Ay not, By threats in ſpeech, or purpoſe of heart, neither 
x FJler thy reuengefulj pafſions or aRions declare thy mea- 
ning : [will doe to him as he bath done to me, che injuries that I 
haue receiued from him, I will requite vnto him, [willreward 
the man according to bis worke, nee ſhall receiue as good meas 
ſure as he brought ; though 1 pay him home, and puniſh him 
ſoundly, mayI not docit? he began with me; Iam prouoked 
to that, which Idoe; the fault isin himſelfe; hee was the firſt 
cauſe of his owne hurt. Sce chap, 20. 22, | 


Vetſe 30. [went by the field of the flothfull, and by the vine- 
yard of the man defftitute of underitanding. 1, ., _ +, 
31... «And lovit was all grewne over with thornes,aud nettles 
bad concred the face thereof ,aud the ſtone wall thereof was bre- 


hen dowye. | 


. . 32. Then] ſaw aud conſidered wel, Theo cd vpen it and re- 
evined infiruttion. >: EVM 
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33. Yet alittle ſlumber, alittle ſleepe, a little folding of the 

-— bx. "Sofa Hh PONRPHY COME bite this: $Pan#iitth rid fly 

neceſſity as ay tymed Wan. © minted 


"THe Wiſe'man,whoſocuer he were,doth in theſe yerfes,by 
"Þ his owne experience, lively paint out, and deſcribe the 
ſhameful wretchlefneſſe offlaggards,with the miſery &calir- 
mitie which they do'incur them by the ſame; Firſt, he teldterh 
the occafio wherby he was brought to ſee'ſo far into the riiat= 
ter: [paſſed,(ſaith he)by the field of the ſlorbfull,and by the vine« 

ard of the man deſtitute of underſtanding : as if he ſhould haite 
faid,I went horas a biificbodie to ſpic out the faults of other 
men Which belonged not vnto mee.  I'made nota tourney of 
purpoſe to fihde out whit was tmiffe, inthe tans behauioiir, 
eſtate,or poſſeſſions : but my buſineſſe lay that'wiy, Thad iuR 
calling to trauell thereby, and in-regard thereof, /paſſedby the 
field of the ſlethfull,&c, whoſe idleneſle, negligence, and want 
of forecaſt, onuinceth him to be void of vnderſtanding,or de. 
ftirnte bf dh" Bearr, as the word Gpiiificth : for itis as f00d 86 
bave'ns heart; 4s tovfehiohie, 4s BUGS wtis is ſo rem\ſſe 
in aMaires of fuchimportatice.Secbnitlſy ice relateth the mat- 
ter ſubieR'ofhis report, rhe-obie& which his eyes apprehien« 
ded, ard le, this fletd, or vineyard Wit all Frowne oner With 
Siege was fukof brartiVles;and briers,nettles,thililes;burs, 
nd fach like bureflill weeds;hixtfcbnered allthe' ground, that 
ndthitis' 6ould be ſcene bhtthey:anttheſe fack& our therhb- 
ſture ofthe carth,and feed ypon'the farrieffe of the ſame;whier:. 
by the ground was much impoueriſhed, and made very bar- 
xen : theſe ann6yed the corne;dr praffe;the yittes, or any other 

lants,& made then fruitteſe {6 that dbeiog cata Voathes 

ef bur ftetifity, aritt Bair 6fn6ife {AHH DEMS): Powe al 
at bdken daidiie ere Was defapinath oF Whiidds, To rtit 
ſwine might eafily get in, and rout vp the ground, arid” entry 
beaſt had libetry t6 others oo th brariches 
thereof, or make ſpoile of fugh commodirty* xs* ate rene 
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therein: for idleneſſe is a very hurtfull finne,and every thing is 
the worſethatſlothtull-perſons haueto dealcin.: and ſo. Sale- 


mon teſtificth,ſaying, By (lothfiulneſſe, the roofs of the houſe go- Eccleſ.1 0.18, 


«th to.decay.; and bythe hands af the. idle,the hanſe droppeth t 


row. Thirdly,he recounteth the vſes that he made of the fight 
which be ſaw, wheregfone was for himfelfe,and bis owne be- 
nefit : he conſideredit well,andreceiued inflraition., he gathe» 
red wiſedome out of the follie of the ſluggard, and learned 
thereby that ſlothfulneſſe and follie are the mothers of pouer- 
ty,and miſcric,& in this he ſhewed himſelfe to be truly wiſe : 
for.as much as heauenly- wiſedome direeth mens minds to 
make that vſcfull to them(ſelyes, which is perpicious vnto o- 


thers,and make the very finnes of their.neighbours to bemo- Mal.z.rs, 
tiues to goodnefle to them, The other vſe concernedthat la- Pfal.4.6, 


zie perſon,in whom hee obſerved the cauſe of that ruine and 
deſolation,and that was loue of ſleepe, and lingering in ſleep 
and drowſinefle had ſo poſſeſſed him, as that hee was held as a 
bondman,or priſoner init; whoſe very words hee reciteth to 
declarc his. captiuity in, and thraldome to that vice, 4 /itt/e 
Neepe, a little ſlursber, &c. proceeding by little and little ro. 4 
greatdeale,and can hardlyfinde a time to make an endthere- 
of: & cherfore for concluſion paſleth the ſentence of beggerie 
ypon him,which heethreagnce3h ſhould come vpon himibath 
ſpeedily,it would be ſudden, and cerraine, as the compariſon 
vied doth import; which ſce more fully expounded. Chap. 
6, 11, | oo 
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Verſ.1. Theſe are alſo the parables of Salomon which the men 
of Hezechiah King of Indah copied out , 


*&% £F Feſe, | The ſentences which are contained in 
{| |RQY this chapter,and the foure next as well as thoſe 
| KY, inthe former chapters,vnto the 23,verſe of the 
> rwentic fourc, are the parablerof Salomon, ſuch 

IA as he, inſpired bythe fpirir of of God,did deli- 
uer, whether by pen, or tongue, or both, it'is-yncertaine;-iris 
probable thatthey were among the three thouſand mentio- 
nedinthe booke of Kings, which the-men' of Hezekiah King 
of Indah,which fome by Hezckiahrappointment; ( whether 
they were Pricſts or Leuites, or Prophets,or private perſons, 
God hath not reucaled) colleRed together, and ſet in order, 
being formerly here and there diſperſed, and being compiled 
.(as it were)into ahutle treatiſe, they are by the authority of 
the holy Ghoſt incorporated into the: booke, which hee him- 
ſeife had compoſed and becowe a/part thereof, 


 Vetſ2.The glory of God i to votcbale a thing, bat the Kings 


honour is to ſearch out a matter, 


T2 Lord doth much glorifie himſelfe by reuealing things, 
in that thereby he doth manifeſt his wiſedome,his good- 
neſſe, his iuſtice, his omniporencie,aud all thereſt of his divine 
attributes vnto the world : and thereforethe Prophet Habako 
kah faith, the earth ſhall be filled with the knowledge of God, as 
the waters coner the ſea : but herein keis wonderfull glorious, 
that working, and mowing ſo much, hee dothyetreſerue to 
himſelfe of his counſcls,and of his purpoſcs,and of his workes 
alſo more then the world fceth. Some things hee couereth for 
atime,that no man may diſcerne,and yet bringeth them _ 
war 
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wardtolight that all men may behold: and thisfalleth out of- 
ten in his ordinary adminiſtration : ſome things, namely the 
mylteries of {aluation,he manifeſteth ro a few,to his eJeR,thar 
noneelſe, though neuerſo wittie or learred are capable of; 
 whichour Sauiour acknowledgeth, ſaying ; / rhanke thee O 
father, Lord of h:anen and earth,that thou hat bid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, andrenealed them to babes; curn ſo 
oh father becanſe it ſopleaſed thee, And this he doth by his gra- 
tious diſpenſation :ſome things he retaineth for euer from all 
men,that they cannot poſſibly attaine vnto the knowledge of 
as the cauſes why this man is eleQed;and that man reicaed; 
why one is appointedto ſaluation, and another deſtinated to 
deſtruction. And by this hee dothytwaintaine his abſolute ſo- 
veraignty,that he will not ſubieR Himlſelfe to giuean account 
ofhis waics to his creatures,8 to declarethe plenitude, perfe- 
Rion,& infinirenes of his holy nature ; and this is that which 
the Apoſtle doth Rop all mouthes with,and himſelfe ſo much 
wordreth at, ſaying : Oh the depth of the riches of the wiſedome Rom. 11,33. 
of God, how unſearchable are his indgements, bis waies paſt fin= 
ding out But the Kirgs hononr,it maketh much for the renoune 
of great Princes and Gouernors,toſearch out matters,8& brin 
themto' light, tharthe craft of cunning and diflembling per- 
ſons goe not: beyond their vnderſtanding ; and others haue 
not more skill incloaking their fas and defignements, then 
they have in diſcoutring and finding them out, This is the 
fruit of their wiſedome,thisis-the exerciſe of their iuſtice, and 
for this they (hall be greatly loued, feared,and admired : as Sa- 
domon was in ſounding ourthe truth, though very difficult to; Kings, 
to be found inthe caſe of the two harlots, | 


Verſ.3. The beauens for height,and the earth for depth, and 


bd 


the Kings brart is wnſearchable. 


\He heanens for beight, Doe exceed mens knowledge and 
Skill, aud the earth for depth, goeth beyond all the reach 

of his vnder{i{anding, and the Kings heart, his thoughts, pro- 
iets,wi ferdomerane pendei anti " is #Hſearchable, more po- 
Iticke and prudent, then their fitbieRs' can -ynderſtand _ 
[; thoſe 
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thoſe gouemours whom the Lord ingoodnefſelifceth.vp, the 

royall thrones are by him indyed withan, excellent ſpirit, and 

adorncd with ſuch gifts as for the-moſt part are not;ito beg 

found in priuate perſons: if any. Princes by reaſon they giue 

themſelues rather to vanitie then the ſtudic of wiſedome, bee 

pot ſuch, yet ſuchthey ought to bee: for ſeeing they haue ta 

deale in greatand weighty matrers,it is required of themthax 

their wits,counſels,purpoſes,and determination of marters,be 

rare,profound,and paſt the common reach, All Princes attaine 

not tothis,nor many : divers are as ignorant, ſimple, and ſhal- 

low witred, as thoſe that are farre their inferiours : but it is 

through their owne default, becauſe they want the loue of 
ynder{tanding and diligence; or negleR thoſe meanes where- 

by it.is to bee gotten. As Rehoboams heart was ſofarre from . 
mounting yp tothe top of heauen, or piercing downe to the 
centure of the carth, as that it was nota yard high, ora foote 
deepe ; but it was becauſe he laboured not to be iudicious,nor 
_ entertained good counſell when it-wasoffered vnto him; bur 
as for Salomon his father, who knew the words of wiſedome, 
and prayed for it at the hand of God, God gaue him wiſdome, 
exceeding much, and a large heart as the ſand on the ſea ſpare, 
his —_— excelled the wiſedome of al the children of the Eaſt; 
and the wiſedome of Egypt : for he was Wiſer then any man. No 
bad cauſe was too hard for him to deteR, no praRtifes which 
he did not ſmell out; no complotters which hee did nor ſpee- 
dily intrap in their wiles, Adoniah dideafily illude Barhſheba 
his mother, but ſo hee could not him : for hee eſpied out his 
treaſon,with Abiathers, and Toabs, at the very motioning of 
the match, which he defired might be betweene him and Abi. 
ſhag the Shunamitre, 


Verſe 4. Take the droſſe from the ſilner, aud there ſhallpro- 
ceed apot for the finer, 
5. Take the wicked from the King, and his throne ſhall bee- 
Pablifved in indy ement ; 


To Ale the drofſe from the fuer, ] For the vnderfianding of 


; theſe words, we-muſtobferue the ſenſe of the ay" 
w 
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which is this : euen as when the drofle is remoued from the 
filaer,there remainerch nothing but good atid pure matter,for 
the finer ro frame good veſlell of: ſo whenthe wicked is ta- 
Ketraway from the King, there will beequitie and iuRtice, and 
to lis throne thereby ſhall be eſtabliſhed: and herein firſt the 


Wicked are compared to drofle, 'as they are alſo'in Ezechiel Excch.22.1g, 


for drofle hath no good mmerrall in it, but isa kind of vriproft- 
table earth: ſo in them isno good to bee found, bur pride, 
worldlinefle, &c. And hypocrifie at the beſt is liKe to drofle 
which is mixed with ſiluer :drofſe wilt neuer be melted, what 
paines ſocuer be taken with it; northey humbled, or broughe 
to repentance,what meanes ſocuer be vſed with them : drofle 
will not ſeruefor plate,nor be. conuertedinto.coyne or orna- 
ments : neither will they'bee fitted forthe worſhip of God,or 
any holy ſcruices. Secondly,the King is compared to a finer 
for that it belongeth to him to-purge away wicked perſons, 
and redrefſe things that are armiſſe, And thirdly,the kingdome 
or Stare to fined filuer,or a veſſell made therof, Now we muſt: 
ſpeake more perticularly toiiching the application inthe ſe- 
cond yerſe, take away, &c. Hee incendeth not to giue liberty 
to ſubieQsat their pleaſure;ro baniſh licentious and difſolute 
men: for that wereanintollerable preſumprion; bur it is a di- 
rection giuen to Princes to informie them of their dutie, that 
they oughtnet permit wicked men to conuerſe with them, or 
to,haue countenance from'them. Da#idaftera ſort yowed be- 
force hecameto the crowne;that he would ſurely abandon all 
impiousperſons,when the ſword ſhould be put into his hand, 


faying, A froward heart ſhall depart from me, [ will not know a Pſal.totg. 


wicked perſon: for they are cuery way exceeding harmefull, 
andpernitious to Princes, and: Magiſtrates, by corrupting and - 
poyſoning their tiearts with finfull counſel}, as did the coun- 
ſellors of Darizs, by applauding and praifing them in their 
faults; as did Herodsflarterers, 4 


y falfe and malicious:com- Dan.s 


phintsagainſtinnocent men-+as did:Doep,” and Haman, by Heſt.1a, 


oppoſing and ouerthrowing all good inftruttions giuen vnto 


O 


them: 35 did Pharaohs ſorcerers,apd Reboboams young com- 
Padions;and blemiſhing their bln. 


nour andeftimation,as Sheb- 
WA: 
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na did Hezekiahs; and endangering their eftateby commit- 
ting euill themſclues,and drawing them alſo into it : as inthis 
rext appeareth by the reaſon from the contrary, his throws 
ſhall be eftabliſhed in indgement : as if he ſhould haue ſaid, Hee 
would be righteous,if they were expulſed from him, and his 
equitieand inftice would eſtabliſh his throne, would bring 
ſafety,a1:d gouernment,and kingdome,which cannot bee ex- 
rr ogg ſuchpeſtiferous wicked perſons are ſo intimate 
with him, 


Verſ.6. Put not forth thy ſelfe before the King, nor land in 
the place of great men. 
- 9, For Finer it ss thatitbe ſaid vntothee,Come wy hither, 
then that thou ſhouldeit bee put lower, in the ſight of the Prince 
whom thine eyes haxe ſecne. 


lf ſor holy Ghoſtin theſe ſentences calleth cucry one from 
yaine boaſting,eſpecially before Princes, who by reaſon 
of their high places cannot abide arrogancie; and by reaſon 
of the power wherewith they are armed, will not ſuffer it goe 
ynpuniſhed : pur wot forth thy ſelfe before the King, make no 
ſhew of any brauerie,or excellencie before a Prince,and taxd 
wot in place of great men, intrude not thy ſclfe into thoſe 
roomes whereunto thou art called, but belong vnto men of 
greater account, The reaſon from the jar A of contrary 
effeRs followeth : for it z better, ec. it is a more comfortable 
and commendable thing, that when thou ſeateſt thy ſelfe in a 
low place,thou be called yp to an higher, then that when thou 
haſt placed thy ſelfe in an high roome,a man of better degree 
or account comming in, thou bee cauſed to fit downe lower, 
and piue place ynto him: as thou by experience haft ſcene 
forto come to paſſe to the ſhame of many. | | 


Verſ.8. Go not forth haftily to firife left thou know not what 
$0 do in the end therof, when thine enemy hath put thee to ſhame. 


A; before the ſpirit of God hath taught vs modeſty, and 
diflwaded vs from inſotencie and pride ; ſo now We 
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leth vsto take heed of comention;which vice bringethſhime 
as well as the other, goe wot forth hafti to-ſtrife, if chow bee 
yninſtly purſued, maintaine thy cauſe as well as thou canſt, fo 
that it be incquitie,and after adue manner; but beechop not 
forwardin moleſting of others,goe nor forth as afſailancs,and 
challengers,as champions vſe todoe;Fos fromthem is thefi- 
milicudetaken asit ſeemerth>if thourmuſtneedsbr apmrievn 
ſuire,be the defendane,rathertheitrhaftilyro contehgs for itis 
great wiſedome(ifitbepoſlible)tobe atpeace with all men, 
and to follow after peace by all meanes; which if wee cannot 
obtaine,letys obſerue theſe rules in all our controuecrſies: firſt, 
that the iuſtice and equitic of our cauſe appeare vntovs, Se- 
condly,that the matter for which we contend bee of moment, 
andſuch as with goad warrant from God wemay fafely:deale 
in. Thirdly,that wee firſt offer condition of peace and agree- 
ment to the partie whom we: are compelled to contendwith, 
as by mouing him to compremit.the matter,and refer it indif- 
ferent arbitrators, Fourthly,that we onermatch not our ſelues 
with aduerſarics too firong for ys,or willingly bring:the-mat- 
ter before corrupt and ynequall Tudges,(See chap. 17: 14.in 
the doQrine)left thou thereby be brought to ſuch extremity, 
that thox know not what to doe, againſt thine aduerfaric, orin 
thine owne defence: and this hee ſpeaketh, notonely becauſe 
raſhnefle cauſerh men <o ruſh into: things-vnlawfull, burde- 
priueth them.(asitwere) for a time of all their ſenſes, 2» the 
end thereof; when the matter hath been heard; and the cauſe 
ſentenced, when thine neighbour hath put thee to ſhame, when 
thine aduerſaric,or the partie whom:thou haſt iniuriouſly mo 
leſted, hath giuenthee the fo1le and ouerthrow; and back obs 
tained ofthe Iudgethat it bee done to thee as thou.thoughteſt 
to haue done to him, and fo either put thee to pay the ſame 
charges which heeſhould have borne;'or ſuffer the ſame pu- 
niſhmene which he ſhould baue ſuſtained. | 


_. Varſ'9, Debate thy cauſe mih thy, neighbour; andrenialt 
wot thy ſecret ro another... ns in tk 
ot thy ſecret 1 Squryrtiqg: bo Wy 


Tit.3.33+ 
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 Verſ;10. Leſthe that bearerhit put thee toſbams, ani thine 


Chan 25. 


infamietarne not away. 

=x thy cauſe with thine neighboxr,] Diſpute thy cauſe 
louingly-with thy brother :. /f thy brother hath offended 

thee,goe tell him betweene him and thee alone : and reucale not 

the ſecret of avother,as forthe pms and prinie offence com- 

mitted by him;which'is'onely knowne vnro thy ſelfe, declare 

ie not vnto any, if thine owne admonition may preuaile with 


him. 


Left he that beare thee put thee to ſhame, Leftin ftead of 
credit which thou ſeckeſt after, thou procure ynto thy ſelf dif- 
credit from bim vnto whom thourelleſtthetale, who percei- 
uing thee to blaze abroadtheinfirmitie ofthy friend, will re- 
pute thee a back-biter,or tale-bearer : and thine infamie turne 
wot away, leſttheleaud _—_ that is had of thee, and that re- 

ortthat is giuen out of thy yncharitable dealing continue 
lanes then thou diddeſt imagine, 'and'thei'blot and ſhame 
thereof be perpetuall. Sorhar they which lay open the ſecrers 
of their friends, commonly ' bring moſt and longeft diſgrace 
ypon themſclues. For thereby they diſcouer their owne ma- 
lice and vnfaithfulnefle, which: is a more enormous vice, then 
theirneighbours frailty : they breakethe rule of our Saviour, 
which would hauc ys by loueand merciſull dealing to cure 
and hide our brethrens faultsz they breake the noble and an. 
cient rule ofequitie, #hatſoener you would that men ſhould doe 
to you,the ſame decyon to them : and likewile that of the Apo- 
ſtle grounded vpon the ſame foundation, pat chews inmind to 
$9iſpeake exell of noman,for we our ſelnes were ſomtimts fooliſh, 
diſobedient,o+c, 4%) | | 


Verſe 11. Aword fly ſpoken, #s like apples of gold in pillres 
of filner, EY 


Ps ilrer pifteres/ferom, orbemitified with polden,or 
guilded apples, grapes, pomegranets; 6r other fruites, or 
flowers, 
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flowers,are pleaſing and delightfull tothe eye, both for yarie. . 
tic of rich*matcer; arid dinetficic of artificial! formes :. So 4 
word, ſentence,or ſpeech containing true;waightic, & whole. 
ſome matter,and yttered in comely and decent manner, is ye- 
ry wiſtandacceptable to s judicious care, Such an ornamenc 
itis, and honour fora man to order his tongue arighr, when 
the truth in a matter-of importance is garniſhed*with' wife 
and diſcreete handling, all due circumttances (of perſons, 
time,and place, vehemence or ſoftnes, prolixitie or bricfnes, 
and cuery other of like nature) concurring. * 


Verſ.12. eAs awecare-ring of gold, and an ornament of. fine 
gold : fo is a wiſe reprouer to an obedient exre, © = 


"He ſenſe is, that the wiſe reprouer, or inſtruer,who lo- 
; uingly,and ſeaſonably telleth'a man of his fault, or durie, 
is more beneficiall ro the care, and conſequently to the heart 
and whole man ofhim, which is attentive ro hearken,and o- 
bedientco performe,then ifhee ſhould pres his care with'an 
eare-ringgor beſtow arich Tewellypon them : For the grace of 


#47 I £* 


gu ſoioconparenty more glorious then outward dec- 
ing. Sot 


vie ** Fit 


from tiedatger of reproch,which Fan.come om the rpngus 
of any wicke 136 | 


Verſa 3. 
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Verſ.13. As the cold of ſnow in the time of faxmer : (o is 6 


faithfull meſſenger to bim that ſendeth him, 


Tz inbabitants of thoſe hot countries, vſed to coole their 
drinke in ſommer with cold ſnow water, which they ga- 
thered in, winter, and reſeruedtill that ſeaſon. Let it not ſeeme 
ftrangethough here mention made of ſow intharueft, which 
if it would fall onthe ground,would be ynſeaſonable,& hurt- 
full thereunto, as wee ſhall ſee in the beginning of the next 
chaprer : but the water thereof which is moſt cold, put into 
drinke,to coole the fame,doth much refreſh them thatlabour 
hotly in harueſt worke : or otherwiſe are oppreſſed, and-made 
faint with extremitie of heate : as may appeare inthe 25.verſe 
of this A; a Now ynto ſnow waterreſerued, and thus ap- 


ied,isa 


els and jean doe accompanie them, and 
their aRions, to make them fortunate and proſperous, See 
chap.13.,verſ,17. | Il 


v- 


'Verſ.1 24 Who ſo boaſtetb bimſelfe of a falſe gift is 4s clouds, 


and raine without water. 


(Contr gad winde in drought, when groundchopsand. 
Lchawnes for want of moiſture,and grafſe,and corne, and 
the fruites of theearth begin to wither, doe pur the husband- 

a Srobf man 
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man in great hopethat the weather wil alter,and ſore ofraine 
will fall ſhortly ; which if ic come not to paſſe, burtheir expe- 
Ration be deceiued, doth adde ynto their griefe through the 
defeatment of their hope: and ſo difſemblers,and ſuch as make 
ſhew of great liberalitie, are much depended ypon for atime, 
and great confidenceis repoſed on them: but when they feed 
men with bare words and pretences,and neither performe a- 
ny good, nor meaneit, they double the ſorrowes of thoſe nee= 
dic people who waited for their helpe,and had rather been 
without their promiſes, then to bee nothing the better for 
them : for miſerie is made the more miſerable, when a man is 


gulled and illuded by decciuers. 


Verſe 15. By long forbearance ts 4 Prince perſwaded, and 4 
ſoft rongue breaketh the bones. | 


Cn perſonages are for the moſt part more vehemently 
incenſed when they are angrie, then meaner men: be- 
cauſe their mindes are greater,and rake it for an indignitie not. - 
to be ſatisfied in their wils: yet by modeftic,and meekenes, by 
patience, ſilence, and forbearance z a Prince pacified : great 
Rulers are appeaſed when they ſce they are not incountred : 
when not indutitull replie is made vnto them : when there is 
no dogged countenance, nor mutrering language againſt 
ther, ad 4 ſoft tongue, milde and lowly words vitered with 
the tongue, breaketh the boxes, oucrcommeth ſtout and hard 
mindes, which otherwiſe wouldnor yeeld, and afſwageth the 
preateR rage and anger,which otherwiſe cannot be extingui- 
ſhed, that is attributed to the minde which properly belong- 
eth to the body,the ſtrength ofthe creatures much conſiſting 


in the greatnes of the bones, It was ſaid of /ſakar, that hee Gen,zg,r +, 


ſhould be a ſtrong aſſe, or an aſſe of bone. Itislike ynto an oyle 
which will not onely ſupple the fleſh, and outward parts of 
the man, but ſoke cuen ynto the yery bones, and hauc an ope- 
ration therein, See the doctrine of the firſt yerſe of the 15. 
Chapter, | 7 


Verſa 6, 


 T(ai.28.7. 


Hab.2.5. 


Iam.s5.3. 


1,Thef.:9 
2.T hel.;3, 
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Chap.2 5. 
Verſ.16, Haft thou found hony, eate ſo much as is ſufficient 


for thee,leſt thou be filled therewith,and vomit it, 


H" thou obtained any thing that is pleaſant and de. 
A J4Jlightfull, moderate thy ſelfe in the vic of it, eate ſownch 
as us ſuffi ient for thee,but no more,leſt thox be filled therewith, 
ſated with cating vuermuch, and vomit it,annoying thy Ro- 
macke, and ſhaming thy ſelfe with the rauenouſnes of thine 
vnbridled appetite. A meaſure therefore is to bee keptin all 
things, euen in thoſe things which are moſt pleaſant : for ex- 
ceſle will make the beſt things bitter and vnſauourie : For 
what is ſweeter then hony if it be moderatly taken? yet if any 
eate too much thereof it cauſeth loathing,and caſting ; and ſo 
will all delights of the world which are abuſed aboue mea- 
ſure,they will bring paine and ſorrow after them: too much 
of cuery earthly thing is hurtfull, as of meate and drinke, of 
gold, filuer, and money; of garments and apparel, of plea» 
ſures and delights : Chap.21.17. 


Verſe 17. withdraw thy foote from thine neighbours houſe, 
leſt he be wearie of thee,and ſo hate thee. 


His ſeemethto be a perticular application ofthe former 
precept, that as hee would not haue men to glut them- 
ſelues in other delights which our natures doc affeQ :ſo hee 
would not haue vsto exceed in preſſing too hard ypon, or 0+ 
uerlaying a kinde friend : For though his table or houſe bee in' 
ſweernes like home, yet ifa man will hauntit without all mea« 
ſure, or modeſtie,he will make his deareſt friend to whom hee 
was wont tobe moſt welcome, to grow wearie in time of ſuch. 
a daily gueſt: therefore ſaith hee,withdraWv thy foote,or as the 
word is, make it precious at thine neighbours houſe, Chri- 
Rians muſt Iearne not to bee burthenous one to another. It 
Rtanderh not with the ingenuous heart of a good man ſoto 
doe: it is not agreeable to loue and charitie : it proceedeth/ 
not frorh prudence and wiſedome git depriueth ys of much of 
our 


our libertie and honour :it isathing to be more gloriousto 


bee ſeruiceable to 'our brethren, as Chriſt was, then to bee 
chargeable tothem, 


Verſe 18. «A man that beareth falſe witneſſe againſt bis 
neighbonr,is a maule,and a ſword,and a ſharpe arrow, 


Dm that beareth falſe witneſſe] Which either doth lay 
things to his charge as an accuſer, or yndertaketh to iu- 
Rifie other Mens falſe complaints by his reſtimonie, or raiſeth 
vp,and diſperſeth ſlanderous reports, againſt-his neighbour, a- 
gainſt any man whereby his lite, or limmes, or his fate,or fa- 
milie,or credit might be indangered, dealeth as if hee ſhould 
Nrike his neighbour with a maule, and ſo knocke him on the 
head : or run at him with a {word,and let out his bowels,or 
ſhoote a ſharpe arrow at him which will pierce deeply, and 
ſtrike him at the heart : to all theſe three inſtruments of death 
is a malicious tongue, fly compared : For that many times it 
doth as much. miſchiefe as any of themall, becauſe the name 
of a good man is as deare vnto him, as the beſt member of his 
bodie: & life it ſelte is often deſtroyed by the virulent tongues 
of malicious accuſers, If Naboths enemies had knockr out 
| his braines with a club; or runne him thorow with a fward; 
or ſhot a quiuer full of arrowes at him, could they poſſibly 
haue cquallized that crueltie of traducing himto be a traitor 
againſt the King,and a blaſphemer of God,to the defiruction 
of his life, ruine of his houſe, and perpetuall reproch of his 
name, ifthe Lord by a marucilous fauour to him, and iuſtice 
again({ his aduerſaries,had not miraculouſly clecred him. See 
chap.12.18, | 

Verſe 19. Confidence in an vnfaithfull man is as a brokes 
tootb,and a band ont of ioynt, 


Onfidence) Truſt, and affiance repoſed in any vnfaithfull 

»,in a-difſembler, who meaneth nothing lefle,then the 
kindnefſe which bee maketh ſhew of,#s as 4 broken tooth,thac 
Ff2 faileth 


1.King,3. 


lob.6.15. 


1, Tim.,4.16, 
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Chap.25. 
faileth andpaineth him, that goeth about to chew his meate 
therewith, and a foote ont of toynt, which tormenteth, and dif- 
ſappointeth him that ſerteth ir on the ground to go : neither 
can the broken tooth, or foote ont of ioynt. doe their office : but 
are vyprofitable, and painfull, A deccirfull friend chen turneth 


to the hurt of him that dependeth vpon him: by nyc aueroa | 


ring himof his expeQation, as ob complaineth of his friends, 
that they deceiued him like a brooke, which is full of water in 
winter, when enough is to be had euery where elſe : butas a 
drie pit in ſommer vtterly failing the paſſengers chat come in 


hope to quench their thirſt thereat, 


And David complaineth of his acquaintance that they 
ſtood farre off from him, And it was no ſmall griefe to Paul 
when he had moſt need ofhelpeto be forſaken of all, and af- 
ſiſted of none: and this is commonly done with ſome calum- 
niation, or ynder colour or pretext of ſome deſert of his,as 
that he was worthie to beleft to himſelfe : and ar laſt ſuch a 
friend turnethto bea moſt malitious and bitter aduerſarie : as 
Dazid found eAchitophet to be. 


Verſ.20, eAs hee that putteth on a ones in cold weather, 
and powreth vineger vpon nitre : ſo ts be that ſingeth ſongs to an 
beaxie beart.. . 


2D purpoſe of this is,to demonſtrate the ſweete confola- 
tion and refreſhing,which a wiſe and fairhfull comforter 
doth miniſter to apenſiue and afflicted mind,and that by three 
compariſons:the firſt is warme cloathes in cold weather,wherc- 
of euery man by his owne experience, ſenſe,and feeling,doth 
know thedelight and commoditie :the ſecondis the powring 
of vineger vpon nitre, which(as writers ſay) is a matter or ſub- 
tance much like ynto ſalt, bur is not falr, with- holes like a 
ſponge: it is to bee found in Tudea, Egypt, and thoſe parts, 
made hard by the Sunne, which. is quickly diflolued and wa- 
ſed by vineger,though by heate compacted together it hath 
the hardnes ofa yery ſtone : and as much doe the conſolatorie 
comforts of alouing and godly friend mitigate-and —_—_— 

c 


Verſe31.22- | Proverss; 427 
the ſerled griefe of the heart. Thethird is muſike, or melodie, 
it is called the frying of ſonge, chearing the heart in ſorrow 
and heauineſle, as a pleaſant harmonie, or well tuned dittic, 
ſung with a ſweete yoyce,afteCteth the eare, 


Verſ. 25. 1fthine enemie hunger, gine him bread to eate : if 
he thirf,gine him water to drinke, | 

Verſ. 22. For thou ſhalt heape coales of fire vpon his head,and 
the Lord ſhall reward thee. 


fo holy Ghoſt in this place(as he doth expound himſelfe 
.& inthe new Teſtament, doth giue a precept for Chriſtian 
charity to our aduerſaries which hate vs,that we ſhould ouer- Rem.r2,r0, 
come their malice with beneficence and well doing : and to 
this purpoſe preſcribeth a dutie in the former verſe, teaching 
vs how to deale with him ; and ſoliciteth vs thereunto by for- 
cible arguments in the latter, The durie is,that in caſe our exe- 
mie bunger,we ſhould feede him,&c.if hee be in any want,ac- 
cording to our abilitie and opportunitie we muſt miniſter vn- 
to him,denying himno helpe or coutefic at his neede : there- 
fore the law requireth the ſame, inſtancing in other offices of 
loue and humanitie : as, /frhon meete thine enemies oxe, or his 
aſſe going aStray,thou ſhalt ſwrely bring it backe to him againe : 
if thou ſeeſt the aſſe of him that hated thee lying wnder his bur- 
then,and wouldeſt thou forbeare to helpe him? thon ſhalt ſurely 
helpe him, © 

The arguments are two : the firſt fromthe end: the ſecond 
from the effe&. The end is that we may reconcile him to vs, if 
it be poſſible; and winne his loue, by powring coales of fire ox 
bis head, by heaping vp many benefits ypon him : For it ſee- 
meth to be a compariſon ne from founders, or caſters of 
mettall, who by adding too much fuell, and making a great 
fire, will make the hardeſt iron and ieele at the laſt tomelt, 
and become liquid: and ifthere be any mettall of ingenuiety 
F and good nature in ſuch foes: if they be not wholly made of 
' droſle,they will be pacified,and will not after ſo many & great 
: good turnes continue implacable. Euen that waiward Sa#l, 
, Ff 3 whoſe 


Exod.24-445- 


Lge. 3 ten; 3 Ks APRN 
LEES ro Ree tad 5s 


Luke 6.35. 
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whoſe heart was very much obdurate with hatred, enuie, and 
malice againſt Danid,was for the time mollified, when he ſaw 
that he Fired his life, 

Hauing ſuch an aduantage to ſlay him,and onely cut off a 
piece of his coate, when he might with as much eaſe haue cut 
off his head : this kindnefſe of Daxids did ſo affeR Savl, and 
wrought ypon him,that hee called him bis ſonne now, whom 
before he proclaimed atraytor,and prayed to the Lord to re- 
comperice ynto him the goodnefſe which he had ſhewen vn- 
to him, whereas formerly hee defired nothing but his ruine 
and deftrution, All meanes therefore are to be yſed, to 
make our enemies to - better minded toward vs, whatſoeuer 
the ſucceſle be : let our fire of goodnefſe be as great as we can 
make it: for that we know not what they may proue, whether 
leade,or tinne,or brafſe,or filuer,or gold,&c. vnto this we are 


. perſwaded by the Prophet, faying, Secke peace,and follow after 


it,purſue it with patience, long ſufferance, forbearance, with 
paines,charges,and all teſtimonies of our deſire of their good 
will,and care of their welfare, For now notwithſtanding ya- 
riance continue betweene vs, yet wee ſhall be freed fromthe 
burthen and blame thereof,before God,men,and Angels,and 
in our own conſciences, & theirs alſo : and this is an excellent 
armour of defence,and we may be aſſured of proteQtion and 
ſaferic againſt their malitious and miſchicuous praRiſes. The 
effeR ofthis louing behaviour toward our enemie, is the re= 
ward to be expeRted from God, the Lord ſhallreward thee, we 
ſhall bee no loſers, although our enemies remaine obſtinate, 
and not able to requite vs: if froward men will not reſpe& 
the mercie or courtefie that hath been ſhewed to them, the 
faithfull God will reward the obedience that hath been yeel- 
ded to him : for the more remiſle,or inſufficient men be to re. 
quite any goodſeruices,the morepreſt and ready the Almigh- 
tie will be to recompegce them for it : we haue good ſecuritie 
forthis,the Lord Teſus hath giuen his word for it : Lowe (faich 
he) your enemies ; doe good, hoping for nothing againe,and your 
reward ſhall be great, andye ſhall be the children of the bigheſt: 
for he 14 kinde to the vwwthanksfull and exill. _ 
33s 
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Perſe 23. Paxoyzrs. 429 
Verſ.23. A the north wind drineth away raine, ſo doth an ax« 
gry comntenance a backbiting tongue. 


S the north wind, Often,and for the moſt part driverh «- 
way r4ine : the Hebrew word faith, grieucth, vexeth, or 
[i moleſteth raine: for we ſo finde it inthe 26. chapter, verſ, 10. 
the great man moleſteth all: it is a catachreſticall and impro- 
per ſpeech : for griefe befalleth not ynſenſible creatures, yet 
chere may be a Metaphor init: for thatmen will ſhunne the 
place and companie wherein they are grieued and vexed, The 
truth ofthis Proteſis, or former part of the ſimilitude wee ſee 
verified by experience, For it is comonly fair weather,though 
| cold, when the wind fitteth in the north: notwithſtanftanding 
( that there was a north-weſt wind, which by reaſon of the fitu- 
atio of the Mediterranean fea ingendred raine,& gathered the 
clouds together, ſo doth an angry comntenance, the {landerous 
rongue,in like maner a frowning look, which argueth diſlike, 
and diſcontentment,and is a {igne of angergſilenceth, and ex- 
pelleth him that with his tongue is giuen co ſlander, and back- 
bite others. Forthe beſt way to beerid of tale-bearers, and 
all other ſinfull men, is, to diſcountenance them : for this will Epheſ.g.rr, 
diſconrage them from comming to vs at all, when they ſhall | 
ſee themſclues no better welcome: or if they ſhould come, 

they would not be in haft to open their packes of newes, when 

they perceiuetheir reports to beno better regarded: andler 

; them ſpeake what they will, and what they can, yet wee ſhall 

< not be annoyed with the infeion therof, ſolopg as we giue 

ſo little countenance to their backbiting., 
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Ver. 24.l t is better to dwell in the corner of an bouſe top,then 
with a contentious woman in « wide houſe, See chap. 21, 9. &c. 
19.13, | 

25. As coldwaters to awearie ſoule, ſo is goodnewes from a 
farre conntrie, 


A 5 colawaters,)] When they aredrunke, ally inthe 
[or commer, oe 


hearcof ſommer in thoſe hot countries TC= 
| Ff 4 yo_ 
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freſhand comfort 4 wearje ſoule, the perſon wearied with la- 
bour and trauell,and by that meanes alſo waxen drie and thir- 
tie, ſo 55 good newes, touching his owne eltate, or friends, or 
the Church of God, or the publike ſtate wherin he liueth, from 
4 farre countrey, and from neere alſo: but principally when a 
good meſſage commeth from places remote and furtheſt di- 
ſtant,it isthe more acceptable and welcome, becauſe men can- 
not heare from them euery day,or often, which cauſeth more 
doubt and feare, rouching the eſtate of matters there : and 
therefore good newes from thence is alſo the more gratcfull, 
becauſe it hath been long and earneſtly looked for, and fefi- 
red : fox whatſocuer the heart doth much dedire, the eare will 
at any time moſt gladly hearc of : if [acobs ſonnes had brought 
him home as many pieces of gold,as they did graines ofcorne, 
they could not haue reioyced his ſpirit ſo much as they did by 
afluring him thar /oſeph was aliue in Egypr. 


Verſ. 26. eA righteous man falling downe before the wicked, 
is 454 troubled fountaine,and corrupted ſpring. 


of _ man falling downe before the wickea, Either 
conſenting with him in any finne, or through cowar- 
dize and feare deliſting from any good and neceſlarie dutie,or 
doing any thing in his preſence, or which may come to his 
knowledge, that is ſcandalous or offenſiue : ( for all this is 
meant by falling ) 5 as a troubled fountaine, is diſgraced, and 
defaced,as the clecrnes & {weetnes of the welis by grauel and 
other ſuch things when they are ſtirred vp : for every mans na- 
turall corruptions be as mire in the botrome of a good well; 
and wicked mens ſeducements to euill, or inſultations ouecr 
them fortheir faults,are as beaſts feet trampling in good wels, 
or a corrupted ſpring, whereinto filth,carrion, or poyſon is caſt 
to infect the ſame : for a godly man ſwaruing and erring from 
the right way is very. obnoxious, and aptto doe hurt by his 
erroneous ſpeeches, when he yndertaketh to maintaine an er- 
rour: his examples,and aRions in that which is not warranta- 
ble by the waxd of God, and a good conſcience, ſway _ 
mu 


| 
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much with others to be of hisiudgement and praQſe, When 
the ſubtill Tewes had drawne Perey into diffimulation, Barne- 
bas quickly followed,and then many others oneafter another: 


and if Paw! had not ſpeedily addreſſed himſelfe to helpeto Galztr.12 


cleanſe the fountaine, there would haue been much muddie 
water drunkenin Antioch, Whereforeit is a great diſaduan- 
tagefor godly mento diſcouertheir infirmitics in the eyes of 
Gods enemies, What a blemiſh was it for eAbrahawto bee 
found equiuocating anddifſembling in a matter of ſuch con- 
ſequence,of that Heatheniſh Pharaoh ? what an vncomforta- 
ble caſe was it for Samſon to betaken of the Philiſtims in an 
whore-houſe? ifit be wiſhed thax the affliions of Gods peo. 
ple ſhould not be heard of in Gath, it is to bee lamentedthat 
their ſinnesſhould be ſeene there, 


Verſe 27. eAs it is not good to eate mnch honey ; ſo for men 
zo ſearch their owne glory #s no glory, 


A* it 5 wot good to eate much honey, | Though honey mo- 
derately taken be wholeſome food eo bee eaten, yet to 
eate too much is not good, leſt thou ſurfeit through the ex- 
ceſle thereof,and be driuen to yomit thereby .Secthe 16.yerfe 
of this chapter. | 

So for men to ſearch their owne glory,| To ſecke praiſe, glo- 
ry,commendation,;and preferment to themſelues,z not glory, 
js notprofitable nor honorable,but rather baſe and contemp- 
tible; yea a diſhoneſt and wicked thing : to enioy any oftheſe 
ypon due caule,isateſtimonie of Gods fauour, anda blefling 
ypon well doing ; but ſtudioufly to affe& them, and ambiti- 
ouſly to hunt after them, is a note of pride, and apparant teſti= 
monie of yaine-glory; and the more ncale lr them,the 
more vnworthie they are of them. None of the trees ſo gree- 
dily longed after ſoueraigntie, and to bee Prince among the 
reſt,as did the Bramble : humble men deſire rather to doe that 
which may deſerue praiſe,then to bee magnified and praiſed : 
and therefore as ſelfe-liking, and defire ofeftimation — 
et 


lok. 5.44 
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deth, ſothat vertue of true humility is wanting, yea and faith 
alſo is wanting : as our Sauiour ſaith ; How cex ye beleene that 


ſerke hononr one of another aud ſaoke not the honony that com- 


weth of God. 


Verl. 28. He that hath no rult oner hu oWne ſpirit, is as 4 ci« 
ty broken dewne,aud without waltes. : 


E that is not able to gouernehis mind, andrto keepe vn- 
His his affeQions, burletteth the bridle looſe rthereunto, 
is 44 4 City broken downe, and Withoxtwalles, being not able to 
refilt any afſaule, but lieth open to the ſpoyle, the enemie may 
come in at his pleaſure, ſacke it, and burne it,and put all thein- 
habitants to the ſword: in ſuch aneſtate are they which are 
ruledby their lufts and paſſions, being not fenced with the 
wall of the feare of God : they are mat ro the tentations of 
Satan,andtothe fraud and illufions of wicked men : they are 
not able to withſtand any wicked motion of their owne ſinfull 
hearts,or the rage oftheir vnrulie tongues ; they aretaken cap- 
tives and becomebondflaucs to euery noyſome and damna- 
ble vice, whereunto theprocliuitie of their fleſhly nature car- 
rieth them : whether it be te railing,or quarrelling,or inconti- 
nencie,or couetouſneſſe,or fraudulent dealing, or lying : euc- 
ry vile afeRion and luR, will carrie him headlong with vio- 
lencc into all miſchiefe and miſery: as wild and fierce horſes 
wanting guidance, oftentimes runne away winh a coach, to 


the danger of all their liues that fitin ir, 


ProOynRBs. 


Verſe 1. 
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Verſf, rt. As the ſnow in ſommer,anud raine in harneſt are not 
weete, ſo honours is not comely for a foole. 


Die p2 & S ſnow t» ſommer,andraine in harweſt,) As ſnow 
LEES and rainedoenotagreeto thoſe ſeaſons, nei- 
(JAN ther did either ofthem yſe to fal at thoſe times 

ow & in thoſe countries :forit wasa miracle to haue , c,.., 
2g fainc in wheat haueſt : ſo honowr is vnſeemety 
r 4 foote, ſo are titles, praiſes, and promotions ynfit for wic- 
ked perſons, becauſe they ſhould be the rewards of wifedome, 
and yertue, Snow is not agreeable to ſommer, ſeeing through 
the extreme coldneſſe thereof it hindreth the ripening of the 
corne; likewiſe raine is not welcome in h , foras much 
as through the moyfineſle thereof, it hindrerh the inning of 
the fruites ofthe earth :in like manner, howowr is not meet for 
4 foole, in thisreſpeR, that hee is ynworthie of it, reproch and 
puniſhment is more proper and due ynto him : and inthis re- 
ſpe, becauſc he is vncapable ofit : all the preferments inthe 
world cannot make a ſinfull perſon truly honourable,no more 
then a gold ring ina ſwines ſnout can make her gorgious and 
beautifull: they doe no moreadorne himin wiſe mens eyes, 
then a tall mans apparcll doth become alittle boy : and in this 
reſpeR, becauſe they are hurtfull ynto him, making him proud 
and high minded, and breeding a dangerous timpanie in his 
heart, & publiſhing to the world his follic & yilewes,as being 
thereby ſet on an high Rage that all his misb@hauiour may be 
zedat,and looked ypon by euery man: and lafifly in thisre- 
that his honour conferred ypon him, an thus lifred 


«IT. 


vp with honour,or rather the piQure of ir, is made pernicious 
and noyſome ynto others, by his infotencie and fierceneſle, 
and manifold abuſes ofhis authoritie, 


Yerl..2. 
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Verſ.2. As the bird by flying, aud the ſwallow by flying dee 
eſcape : ſothe curſe that is canſeleſſe ſnallnot come. 


S the bird by fling, | As the ſetting of lime-twigs or 
ſnares,the throwing of ſtones, the ſhooting of arrowes 
or other ſhor,ſeldome hurtthe ſwallowes, or other birds that 
are on wing, orin their flight: but all ſuchattemprs are fru- 
Krate,andtake none efteR: ſothe imprecations and maledi- 
Qiions, the accuſations and complaints,the flanderous reports 
and bruites which are direRed againſt harmeleſſe men, and 
without deſert, ſhall not come,ſhal take no place to hurt them, 
Men ſet nets, and prepare grins, and vſe other devices againſt 
the poore fowles who haue not wronged the; þur very often 
they loſe their time & labour:for the birds haue no harme, but 
ſaue themſelues, and eſcape away by flying, and fly away fo 
faſt, asthe bird-catchers cunning cannot ouertakethem : in 
like manner it commeth to paſſe, that mouthes that are full of 
curſes,obloquies, ſtriving to hurt their betters without cauſe, 
are defeated of their expeRation and defires : for the goodnes 
of God which is very ſuccourable,ſerueth for feet and win 

to his ſeruants that are wrongfully traduced, which willneuer 
permit an euill rongue to hurt an innocent and righteous 
man : For Godis as prouident for the name of his people, as 
as heis for their life and eftate; and dothas well ward offthe 
pernicious words of foule mouthes, as hee doth the cruell 
ſtrokes of violent hands, Eliphaz promiſed to ob, and all 0- 
ther godly men, ſafety from this danger, ſaying; Thow ſhalt bee 
bid from the ſconrge of the tongue ; neitber fyalt tho bee afraid 
of deftrattion when it commeth. Our Saujour pronounced his 
Diſciples bleſſed, and willed them to teioyce,when men ſpeak 
all manner of ewill againſt hin for his name ſake falſly. Teremiah 
faid, Though hee neither lent on 2ſurie,nor borrowed on vſuric, 


_get enery man curſed him : yet what was he the worſe ? Simeon 


telleth Marie that our Lord Ieſus Chriſt ſhould bee « figne to 
be ſpoke againft,but what was he the worſe? Joz.abe/inueigh- 
ed bitterly againſt E/zah, threatning him, and that with = 
& 1}2\ oath, 
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oath, that hee ſhould not live three daies to an end: but what 
was he the worſe ? yet deſerued curſes and. threatnings vpon 
due cauſeare perillous and powerfull, and worke many times 
the bane and ruine of them thar are ſmitten with them, when 


God in his diſpleaſure ſaith Amen vnto them : the two Cap- Deurars.9. 


taines with their fifties that were ſent to: take Elyah, had this 
yerified yponthem,to their woe : and ſo had the boyes which 
mocked Eliſha; and many others in the ſcriptures. 


Verſ. 2 . Awhip for the horſe,a bridle for the aſſe, and a rod 
for the fooles backe, | 


Whip for the horſe,| To incite him, and make him runne 
Aſwiftly forward in the bartell : for the ſpeciall, and al- 
moſt onely vic of horſes in thoſe parts, and atthoſe times (for 
ought we reade) was for warre : and in fiead of ſpurres which 
are among ys,they carried a whip in their hands: according 
as horſes 'imployed in our countries for plough, and cart, 
and ſuch like ſeruices, will not draw laborioufly enough, vn- 
leſſethey bee remembred now and then with ſmarting laſhes : 
a bridle for the aſſe, to rule and direQhimin his way: for thoſe 
they vſed in journeyes to trauell with: this fimple creature 
when he carrieth a man on his backe , would goe out of the 
right way very often, vnleſſe hee wereby him guided and or- 
dered by a bit: and arod for the fooles backe, that is, ehaſtiſe= 
ments and corre&ions appertaine to wicked and witlefle 
fooles, and that for two cauſes; the one to ftirre him vp, if it 
be poſſible, and prouoke him to goodneſle; the other to re- 
ſraine him as much as may be; and detaine him from fin : for 
the bruit beaſts are not harder to bee gouerned, then wilfull, 
and ynteachable men are. Vaine man ( ſaith Zophar ) would bee 
wiſe,though man be borne like a wild aſſe colt, Maſters and Pa- 
rents findethistruc in their tamilies; and ſo doe Magiftrates 
inthe Common-wealth,and Miniſters feele itin the Church, 
and God taketh ſpeciall notice ofit, 


Verſ.4. 
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Verſe 4. Anſwere not a foole according to hi; feoliſhnes, left 
thox be like him, 


A [were not a foole in hu fooliſhneſſe,] Intalke, and peech 


berweene thee and him,deale not with him according to 
his fiofull yaine and manner : if he ſcofle, fall not thou to ſcur- 
rility : it he raile,fallnor thou to reviling : ifhe rage, break not 
thou into paſſion : after whatſocuer manner hee diſordereth 
his tongue, imitate.him not, conforme not thy ſelfe to his 
yaine iangling, left thoa be like to him, leſt by following his ex- 
ample, or incurring the opinion of follic, thou corrupt thy 
heart,abuſe thy tongue,or blemiſh thy eſtimation,as hee doth 
his:for great circumſpeRion isto be vſed in dealing with rude 
men, for obſeruation of time, and place , matter, manner, 
and meaſure of ſpeaking. Hezekiah commanded that no an- 
ſwere ſhould bemade to railing Rabſekah. Saint Peter would 
haue vs in this caſe to follow Chriſt his example, ho when he 
was reniled,reuiled not againe : when hee ſuffered,hee threatned 
not, but committed it to him that indgeth righteouſly, eAnd 
therefore admoniſheth vs not to render enill for enill, or railmg 
for railing but contrariwiſe to bleſſe, 


Verſ. 5. eAnſwere a foole according to his fooliſhneſſe,leſt he 


be wiſe in his owne conceit, 


T ſeemeth to the firſt view that this ſentence is contrarie, 

and meerely contradiQorie to the former, that being heere 
commanded, which is there forbidden : but vpon further in-- 
quirie, wee ſhall findethar they very well accord, without all 
manner of oppoſition, if it bee ob{erued that there are rwo 
kinds of anſwering ; the one infollie,tofaſhion ones ſelfe ac- 
cording tothe fooles courſe; the other vnto follie, tolet the 
foole know his abſurditie: Anſwere a feole according to his 
follie, either by reprouing,or confuting him, or ſhewing him 
the danger ofhis finne ; or affrighting his heart with the iudg- 
ments of God, left he be wiſe in hi owne conceit,leſt by concei- 


wing 
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uing error to be truth, he remaine ignorant: or fantaſying his 

ſpeech to be excellent,he wax proud: or imagining his neigh- 

bour notto be able to replic,he growthe more inſolent, /4s- 

caiah would not anſwere the | (a according to their x.King.20. 
follie ; but he did not let chem paſſe without an anſwere,and 

ſuch as was for their perpetuall reproch. Pax! would not an- 5 
ſwer Feftus according to his folly,when he'ſaid hee was mad; A.26.25. l; 
bur he ſoundly refured him with his ſober and modeſt ſpee- 

ches. Abigail did not anſwer Nabal according to his fooliſh- 

nes in his drunken mood, whileſt he was ravingagainſt Da- 

#id : but ſhe made him ynderfland on the morrow, what miſ- 

chiefe his follie had hike to haue brovght vpon himſelfe,and 

his familic ; which killed his heart, and ftroke him as dead as a 1-Sam.25.37. 
one, 


Verſ.6. He that ſendeth a meſſage by the hand of a foole,cut< 
reth off the feete,and drinketh violence, © | 


HE that ſendeth a meſſage by the hand of a foole,| Which 
committeth an errand, or any other bufineſſe to a foole, 
to one that wanteth wiſedome,and honeſtie : For by the hand 
of any,is an Hebrewphraſe commonly for parties imployed 
in matters,is as ynwiſc in that behalfe, as hee that cntteth off 
the feete of the meflenger whom he ſendeth : meaning thShe 
doth depriue himſelfe of the meanes whereby his purpoſes 
ſhould be performed, Wiſedome,to manage'a mans affaires,is 
as needfull as legges and feete to carrie one vnto them :and 
therefore jtis all one, in reſpeR ofthe ſucceſle, to ſend a meſ- 
{enger that hath nolegges,or hauing ſome, to ſawthern off, 
and to imploy himthatis yoide of iudgement,difcretion,and .- 
faithfulnes. | 

And arinheth violence] Procureth as much ſorrow,and diſ- 
contentment co himlelfe, as if he were violently abuſed, and” 
ſhould be compelled to drink nothing bur that which is both 
vnpleafant,and ynwholfome;offending his Romacke,and op- 
preffing ofnature, See chap,x0;26.inthe DoQtrine, 


Verſ.7. 


Iam.3.10. 


Tit.1.16, 
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Vetſ.7. eAs the legges of the lame are not equall: ſo ic apa- 
rable in a fooles 95 f 


Fs is fitly in this verſe reſembled to a lame man: for 
euery foole halterh downe right in his ynderſtanding,or 
behauiour, and the words alſo yttered by a fooles mouth are 
aptly compared to hislegges, which are withered,and feeble, 
ynequall, and yncomely, For indeede all good ſpeeches doe - 
limpe in wicked mens mourhes : as appeareth chap.r7.7.the 

are not ſutable to themſclues : they affirme that now, abich 
they will deny anone, and ſo contrarie, There i no conſtancie 
in their monthes (ſaith-the Prophet) for within they are very 
corruption : ſometimes they blefle : ſometimes they curſe : 
ſometimes prayers are in their lips,ſometimes oathes and im- 
precations,which S.ſames condemaecth:ſometimes commen- 
ding religion, and good men ; ſometimes railing at, and in- 
ueighing againſt both : ſometimes they haue the words and 
texts of the Scripture in their mouthes : ſometimes they belch 
thereout wanton,filthie, and ribaldric ſpeeches. And as there 


 isno harmonie,or good agreement in their ſpeeches : lo their 


moſt plauſible words, and thoſe whereby they make ſome 
ſemblance of religion, are groflely thwarted, and hat 
thyr ations : They profeſſe (ſaith S. Pax! ) that they kyow God, 
but by workes they denie him, and are abeminable and diſobe- 
dient, and to enery good worke reprobate. And the Prophet 
Iſaiah teacheth that their hearts never keepe pace with their 
tongues,whileſt their tongues aretalking of any thing which 
is good; alway when the one commeth one way, the other 


. goeth another, 


Verlſ:8, As be that hideth a tone in 4 ſling : ſo ic he that gi- 
weth hononr to a foole, | 


A S bee that bideth 4 ſtone in « ſling,or engines whereout 
they were wont to ſhoote great (tones, for the battering 


of walles or cities: as if hee ſhould ſay, In like manner as hee 
which 
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which doth bring ſhotfor ordinance, which by the diſcharge 
thereof,will doe much miſchiefe; or doth-furniſh a brainhck, 
or madheaded fellow with weapons, doth. indanger many, 
and is the cauſe ofall che hurr that ſhall be done by that ſtone, 
bullet,or other mortall weapons,which he hath ſo vnaduiſed- 
ly delivered out of his owne hand,intathehandof.ſich a mad = 
or malitious fellow:{ſo doth he which gizeth hanowr to a foole, W_ 
- that promoteth to office ſuch as are worthlefle, and-alrogee | 
ther vnficfor the ſame,is after a'ſort accefſarie to al the harmes 
which they doe: For as their wils and purpoſes are corrupt, 
and naughrt,ſo hath he:been a meanes to helpe them to power { 
to-accompliſhthe ſame: this his a&dhath drawne his hand to 
the defence of cuill cauſes, tothe receiuing of bribes, tothe _ .. 
peruerting of juſtice : to the diſcountenancing of good, to + © | > | 
the incouraging of the wicked, and to all the villanics which 
they ſhall commir. Saw! puta ſtone into the ſling, when hee | 
put that curriſh Doeg into office,and accordingly -gaue coun» _.  .. 
renance vnrto him: and fodid:eAſtreroſbwhen hee: aduanced | 
Haman that curſed Amalckite. : | | 


Verſ.9, As a thorne going oÞ into the hand of a drankard: ſo 


& a parable in a fooles mont 


"= wicked foole may very fitly/be compared to a ariin- 
A kard: for asadrunkard for atime wanteth the vſcof rea- 
ſon; ſois he commonly void of grace, and'igood diſcretion :a 
parable, or wiſc ſaying, in-ſuch a fooles mouth, may alſo be 
yery well likened to « thorne going vp into the hand of a drin- 
kard, hee borks hurteth: himlelfe therewith, or pricketh thoſe 
thatare about him : ſo dorh this vaine and impious foole, che 
beſt ſentences. which bee vrrereth : For:when wicked men vic 
good words, they commonly tendto ſome miſchiefe : as did 
C <iphas by his prophecyingperſwade to put Chriſt to death : Toh.rr.49. 
$68. Peter accuſeth the: abnd hypocrires of his time, for >.Per.346. 
rreltivg Pants Epiſtles to rheirowne deſiriuGios, © 
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| | Verſ.1d. The ai was aolefitha] and bireth the foole, $ . 


jr great man] Which hath power,and dignitie, and no 
& goodnefle woleſteth all,oppreſſerh,and vexeth all his vn- 
derlings,caufmng them to groane ynderthe burthens which he 
Hhiechvypon them: andco the fame end,and the betterto bri 

his purpoſes to paſle,he hireth the foole, and the tranſereſſor, 
giueth entertainment, wages, countenance, and offices to the 
worſt fort of men,to hauerhemhis agents for information, for 
counſel for proiets,forexecution of all: their deteſtable de- 
fignements : ſo:did eAbimelech for the bloudy maflacring of 


1.K0g20.1% his innocent brethren 2 ſo. did /ezabel for the taking away of 


the life of Naboth: ſo did the corrupt goucrnours in Iudea be- 


Nehem.8:15... fore leremiah:; fo did thoſe rauenous oppreflors in the time 


of Zephanie, And how could Sax, after he became a perſecu- 


. tor of Dazid and good men,haue mifftd his Bailiefe. Doeg ? 


Verſ. 11, As adogge retwrneth to-his vomite : So 4 fools re- 
twrneth to his follie.. | | 


| nas ſinners are like to dogs in barking : ſome in biting : 
Fome in properties but:a'backſlider is like yntothemin 
heir moſt:beaſtly- qualitic,euen in taking vp cheir vomite : 
For the dogge feeling his ſtomackeſurcharged goeth to the 
grafle, and caſtech vp that which troubleth him : but after- 
wardsdelighted withfitchiethings, recurneth, and taketh vp 
'thatas good,which beforeihee had caftions as cuill,and ſo like 
a filchiebeaſt as hee is feederhhimdelfe wich his owne filthi- 
neſlſe; Aﬀer the famermannerthe- reuoliter feeling his confci- 
ence burthened with finne,;by the knowledge of the good: 


_":wordofGod,thoughs nor with the: conſcience of it,andbe.- 
* ing moucd herewith;laieth aſide higiniquitieforatime :bur 


being ſet ypowafrefſr by: hivowrne concuppſcente;4nd taking 
pleaſurein that whichis vileand loathſome, returneth backe 
Lokig6ld cuill courſe, an i©againc_intangled with hys firſt 
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yncleannes, which.ro doe is a moſt grieuous, dangerous,and 
deadly tranſgreffion: for all the firſt finnes-of ſuch amanre- 
maine till ypon the ſcore, becauſe . howſoeuer there were 
ſhewes of repentancein him, yet there was nothing indeed 
bur guile and hypocriſie: and it is to bee found by all experi- 
ence,that he groweth worſe and worſe,and that his latter end 
- is much more wretched then his beginning. Apoſtaters are of 
all other men the moſt dangerous and hurtfuil perſons to 
Gods people. Achitophel,[oaſh,and Indas,arenotedto betre= 
cherous and moſt notorious malefaRors. The diuel hath more 


power ouer them,their owne guiltineſſe doth gnaw their con- Mat.r2.45. 


ſcience,and much imbitter them: they are lefle carcfull of re- 
tance, when they trample on the medicine that ſhould 
fond them,and at laſt the iudgements of God wil] fallmoſt 
heauily ypon them, 
Verſ. 12. Seeft thota manwiſe in his owne conceit ?there us 
wore hope of a foole then of him, 


Eeft thos,) Doſt thou know by familiar acquaintance, or 

conuerlation,or by any tcftimonies,a man wiſe 1n his owne 
conceit ? that is opinionate of his owne wiſedome,and his car- 
nall minds lifted vp with conceit of his owne ynderftanding, 
as one looking in a-glafſe, ſhould dote ypon his owne perſo= 
nage or beautie, there is more hope of a foole, there is greater 
likelihood that an idior,or naturall,may be broughe co learne, 
practiſe, or receiue good, then this gloriovs ſelfe-liker : for 
the inſufficiencic of the one groweth from want ofnaturall ca« 
pacity ; ofthe other from pride, finfulneſle, and abuſe of wit : 
God correQteth the one indeed with aſharprod,and yetthere 
is hope of hispitie and compaſſion.toward him: for his com- 
miſeration is moſtin greatelt miſerie :but hee plagueth the 6- 
ther moſt gricuouſlyin wrath, being proucked thereto by his 
due deſerts, Wherefore of all fooles conceited fooles arethe 
moſt lamentable;-as Chriſt ſaid to: the. Phariſees, If yes were 


Hlge ettbhots poet id engnſopanſorhomftcorere 4 


fine remaineth, For what are their guides, but 


blindneſſc ef T8 


Luk.7. 30. 


Ifa.5.21, 


. 
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mird;hardnefſe ofheart pride,luſt,and Satan? and what finne 
almot{tare they freed from him? are they not impudent ? are 
they notdeſpiſers of all good inſtruQtions ? are they not con- 
remners of God and his ordinances? As were alſo the Phari- 
ſees and Lawyers,who reiefted the counſell of God againſt theme 
ſelues, and woxld uot bee baptizedef Iohn? And what judge- 
ments'may they not looke for? when woe isdenounced againſt 
them by namez when» God is their enemic, when damnation 


is their portion, / | 


Verlſ.13. A ſlothfull wan ſaith, there ts a Lion in the way, 4 
Lien in the ſtreets, See chap,32.13. | | 

14, Asthedeore turncth on the hinges: ſo doth the (luggard 
on hs bed, 17 96 | 


A Sthedvore,] Or gate of an houſe, twrneth on his hinges, 
' A 2nd hookes whereupon it is ſer, and yet is not carried out 
of it place,but there hangerh ſtill;zrhough ſomtimes it be mo- 
ued to one fidg, and ſomtimes to another : even ſothe ſlug- 
'gard fatlcned rohis bed, ſomerimes rolleth to this fide, and 
ſometimes tothar, often purpoſing to riſe, but ttill lying Rill 
and taking hiseaſe,he would neuer fall off thoſe hookes, vo- 
leſſe hee were lifted off; or by compulſion knocked off : if 
the authority of fuperiours,or hunger, or meere neceſſuty did 
not rouze himyphe would gallhis fide-with beating vponche 
ſheers, and wearie himſclfe with toiſing vp and downe, before 
he wouldriſc,Such an iron firengrh haththe finneof luggiſh- 
nefſe,ro hold men faſt when they are ſet vpon it. 

: . Some otherkind of{luggards areas faſt ried coother vices: 
ſome are'in rthraldomero their bellies for tipling, and good 
cheere: ſome ro. their games: and ſports: ſome to this plea- 
ſure,and ſomerothar;'thoughthbey rife ſooner then the other, 
yet they are no better occupied then if they were intheir beds: 
burworſea great dealemany of them -andytr/ are: ſo. inthe 


. . Powerok. their {mne,-thaonothing can draw them-ourt of the 
fame; buroncly vetrucof-Gedspirit, ibeuerie. bee beſto- 
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Verſ.15. The ſlothfull man bideth his hand in his boſome,and 
i griexeth him to bring it to his month, See chap.19.24. 

16, The ſluggard is wiſer in hi owne eyes, then ſeucn men 
that can render a reaſon, 


Wa fluggard i wiſer in his owne eyes,] As he himſelfe thin- v3 
keth of himſelfe, hee hath that imagination in his owne 

mind,andis not ſo indeed, then ſexen men, thetl many others, 

that can render a reaſon, of the things they doe or ſpeake : and 

it may as well be tranſlated tendingrothe ſame purpoſe, that 

reterneth ſage counſel, that giue prudent anſweres to thoſe Aſeſhjbes 
that aske their aduice,and can ſufficiently confirme andiuſti- tagnam. 
fie all that they fay : for idleneſſe maketh men very proud, 
notwithſtanding thar.their braines thereby bee much dulled : 

their ynteachablenefle conuinceth them of this; for they will 

learne ofno man,their contempt doth alſo manifeſtly argue it: 

for they will cenſure euery man. It was ſaid concerning So- 

dome,that this was her iniquitie, Pride, fulveſſe of bread, and Exccha6.49, 
abundance of idleneſſe was tn her,and in ber daughters. Onthe 

contrarie ſide, fairhfull diligence in a good calling, by Gods 

bleſſing,is a meanes of great humility, 


Verſe 17. Hee that paſſing by medleth with ſfrife that be. 
longeth net to hins; is as he thas taketh adog by the eares. 


Hi paſſing by, ] Occaſionally where men contend,and : 
hath no calling tothe place, eſpecially tothe bufineſle, "2 
and medleth with the firife that belongeth not unto him, is an- 
pry, and beginneth ro chide and brawle for another mans 
caufe,or interpoſeth himſelfe into'matrers wherein hee is not 
intereſted, s as he that taketh a dog by theeares, and thereby 
prouoketh the dog co take him bythe hand, or by the throat : 
for he purteth himſelfe in danger ofhis teeth;and fo'bufie bo- 
qo enes thy other mens quarrels, doe many waies indanger 
nemſcfues, thruſting therpſehaes into troubles, aridfinto ſuites, 
and inlcenifing rwny to! bk WL Enkies, with Wikoweicts 
18 3. . wile 
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wiſe they might haue lived peaceably:for they that enter ſtrife 
without calling, do commonly hazzard themſclues into trou- 
ble without comfort :as' Jchoſhaphat, hauing taken part with 
Achab, had feltto his woe, but that the Lord was very merci- 
ſullto him; but wee mult vnderſtand that Salomon doth not 
taxe ſuch as doe labour to accord thoſe that areat debate: 
but which maketh himſelfe a partie, and maintaineth one ſide 
againſt another,which commerh not with water to extinguiſh 
the flame of diſcord, but with fuell and bellowes to feed the 
fire, blow the coales, and encreaſe the hcate of yariance be 
eweene them, 


Verſ.18. As a mad man that cafteth firebranas, arrowes,and 
death, 

19, Sos he that deceineth his neighbour ,and ſaith, Am I not 
in ſport ? 


S a mad man,|Which is depriued ofthe vſe of his vnder- 
tanding, andis carried with rage and furie, caiteth a- 
broad, and at other men, firebrands, arrowes, and death, all 
manner of things which cometo his hand, that may doe hurt 
to others, euen to the loſle of their lives : for furious iran 
hauec a great longing to ſhead blood, and to kill: ſo #5 hee that 
decciueth by neighbour, the coggivgielter, or ſporting com-« 
panion, doth thoſe deeds, or vttereth thoſe words that pierce 
his neighbour or friends ynto the heart : but he couereth him- 
ſelfe ſo-vnder-the pretence of mirth and paſtime,that if he bee 
called into queſtion for it, his anſwere is, I did it, or ſpake it 
burin itt; And thus the mirrh of wicked men is vſually mixed 
with miſchicte. It was a matter of ſpoxtts, Abner, to ſeemen 
graw their-weapons ro-{headding of one anothers blood : Let 
2.Sam.2.14.15.the young men (faithbe to. Joab) ariſe.and play before us, and 
they caught enery one his feltow by the beard, and thruft his 
ſword into his ſide: the good fellowſhip of many of them is lit- 
tle better then hox{e play; they Ririke at ove angtbers credit. as 
muchas;hey can,and{iygdie.romake them bederid woah 
as they may: and. ſachey dog4or their bodies, - Pen a f 
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fing,and anſwering of healths would deſtroy health, and ex- 
tinguiſh life, yet they hold them vnto it, they muſt doe them 
their right: and ſo they doeto their eſtates: though the loſle 
- of their money were the ouerthrow of their families,yetir is 
no diſcourtefie to draw them into companie, where they may 
hazzard all, and who will be more willing to winne itthen 
themſelues? 


Verſ.20, Without wood the fire © quenched, and without 4 
tale-bearer ſtrife ceaſeth, | 


| 22G as fire is maintained by wood, coales, or ſuch like 
matter: ſo is commonly contention and ſtrife nouriſhed 
by an cuill congue : whetefors as without wood the fire goeth 
out; ſo (faith this text) where there is no whiſper, will frife 
ceaſe : For contention is a fire, backbirers are fuellers, which 
take it for thcir office,and worke to expell and keep away bro- 
therly loue from among men: ſuch Incendiaries they are, that 
ifit were in their power, would ſet the whole world onfire, 


and doe preuaile, For the tongue (ſaith S. l[ames) is 4 fire,and a , 


| World of iniquitie, it ſetteh on fire the whole courſe of nature, 
See chap.16,verſ.,28.both in the text,and doctrine, 


Verſe 21. As coales to burning coales,and wood to fire : ſo is 
a contentions man t0 kindle ſtrife, | 


A S'the former ſentence declared the meanes whereby 
ftcife may be appeaſed,and that is the remouall of whil- 
perers,make-bares,back-biters, and tell-rales : So this ſhew- 
eththe ſpring from whence contention floweth, whereby alſo 
tis increaſed, and groweth greaterand greater,and thatis the 
contentious perſon, For as coales being put to coales onthe 
fire, and new. wood. added to that which was there before,: 
augmenteth the heate, and maketh theflame greater: ſothe 
wrathfull \ 9r--uaq ny perſon , maketh him vo bee furious 
which was before but a little moued with anger, and alittle 


quarrell to grow to a great broyle: for one finfull man is apt 
eedS65 4 Gg 4 ro 


aw.3.6, 
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to corrupt many.Coreb, Dathan and Abiram being but a few, 
(and one of them alſe ate ficlt ſet on the other). did draw 
more then a tew into.the conſpiracie againſt, Agſes and Aa- 
ron, Wereade nothing worthinoting in Sheba,bur onely that 
he was factious, longing forturbulencie and combultion ; and 
yet that baſe wretch could worke vpon a multitude, to cauſe 
them to caſt offtheir Soueraigne, Ir appeateth that craiterous 
[ndas did onely mutter himlelfe againft the honour that was 
done to Chriſt, by the oyle powred on. his head : but that hee 
had alſo kindled the relt of the Diſciples to ioyne- with him 
therein. 


Verle 22. The words of 4 tale-bearer are as irokes, and goe 
downe into the innermoſt parts of the belly. Sec chap. 18.8. 
Verſ.22. 215 4 potſheard conered over with filner drofſe : (0 
are Eurumg lipr,aud a wicked heart, 
S a potſheard conered oner with ſiluer, is but a baſe and 
contemprible piece of earth: For of what value is apot- 
ſheard.? or what. excellencie is, in drofſe, though perhaps the 
ynwiſe man be deceiued with the (ſhew thereof: for all. is.not 


gold y gliſtereth:ſo are bwraing lips, tauning lips, hor,and great * 


words of loue and friendſhip,and a Wicked heart, a heart thar 


mindeth nothing leſſe, thE that which the ſpeeches make ſhew | 


of: an heart that nouriſherh enmitie, while the tongue precene 
deth great good wil & liking.So that hypocritical Jiflemblers 


be vayght on both (ides; for that which.is beſt in them, their - 


very guilding, is but imaginaric : that which ſeemerh ſuch 
pretious mettallin many mens eyes, will proue plaine drofle, 
ifitbe broughtto-the touchſtone: as that which chey thinke 
is putrified aod corrupt,fo is that which they doe, and ſo isall 
- tharthey lay, The lepulchers. of deadwen, though-they con= 
taine rottenhes; and filthineſſe within; yer may haue coftly 
maiter-withourt,as Marbic, Ter, or richer ſtones: bur theſe dif 
fembling-mates haue bur painted painting vpon. chem, their 
vety.colours are.counterteit, 


_-Verſi24 


= 
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Verſ.24. He that bateth d:ſſembleth with bis lips and laieth | 


vp deceit within bim. 
Vert.25. #hen hee ſpeaketh faire belceue-himnot: for ſenen 
abowinations are in hbss beart. 


deſcriberh a malitious caitife, who. is his cratts maſter in 
praQtifiag of milchicte, Firtt hee doth declare his fraudulencie 
and guile,in theſe :rwo verſes : and ſecondly doth foretell the 
crofle,and valucceſfull euentthereof,in thetwo next, Touch- 
ing his guile,hee ſhewerh what he doth pretend, and likewiſe 
_ dilcouereth- what he doth intend: His pretenceis kindnefle 
and amitie, be d:[embleth with bis lips,andfaineth himſelfe to 
be another manner of man then that hce is :and of ſuchthe 
Prophet {peakerh, laying, They ſpeake vanitie one 10 another, Plal. 12.3. 
flattering with their lips, and ſpeake with adouble heart, Hee | 
duth not only umaginecuill, bur waiterh his time and oppor- 
tunitie to performe ic. Seeexamples hereof in Kain; loab,and 
Indas When be ſpeaketbfaire,when he moſt courreouſly falu- 
teth chee : when he proteſteth whar greataccount he. maketh 
of thee : when hee promiſerh fauours, and the beſt offices hee 
can performe ynto thee, beleexe him-not, be not confident of 
him,truſt him not too farre,comenotints his danger, expoſe 
notthy lelfe into his hands : For it is not the want of charitie, 
but the vic of wiſedome, to be waric of an aduerfarie,eſpeci- 
ally which maligneth thee for chy. goodnefſe; For if he perſiſt lere.r 2.6. 
in his cuill,and benot conuerted vato God, he cannot ſound- Micah.7.5, 
ly be reconciled to thee, and his glozing ſpeeches be no teſti- 
monies of his good meaning : but ginnes and traps whereby 
he may-catch-thee more. eafily ar aduantage, and cffeQ his 
owne purpoſe, If Abe had knowne Kaines 'minde when hee 
ſpake tohimro.walke in the fields, hewould have been better 
aduiſed before he would haue gone-out : For there are ſenen 
abominations, a great number of villanous thoughts and pur- 
poſes i his heart,in his minde, and that alſo with the —_— 
| 0 


Þ theſe two verſes, and the two next following, hee lively 
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448 PROVERBS. Chap.26. 
ofhis will and affeRions : he is plotting ſome miſchieuous at= 
tempts,and greatly defireth the effeRing of them. 


Verſ.26, Hatred may be couered by deceit: but the wieked- 


wes thereof ſhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation, 


HE: he beginneth to ſhew the cuill ſpeed of the difſeme- 
bler in his malitious and guilcfull behauiour,and that is 
the deteRionof his venomous hart, and of that poyſon which 
he bath ſo artificially couered, but the wickednes of his hatred 
Jhall be ſhewen to the whole congregation,the world ſhall ſee to 
his ignominy and reproch, what a malignant minde hee hath 
borne,and what a craftie hypocrite he hath been: For they 
that nouriſh any finne in their ſoules, may lopke to haue ir 
breake out atJaſt cotheir ſhame, One occaſion or other will 
winde them into lewd pra@iſes, as traiterous Achitophel had 
a baite laid for him, by Gods prouidence, in 4bſ/aloms con- 
ſpiracic : And ſo had treacherous Z#ba alſo : and Gods iudge- 
ment will bring finne to light, either while the finner liveth, 
or after heis dead: cither amongſt men inthis world, or be- 


fore Chriſt at the iudgement ſeate of God, 


Verſ.27. ho ſo diggeth apit fhall falltherein : and hee that 
rolleth a ftone,it ſhall returne vpon him. | 
Pn more grievous plague that ſhall light vpon 
the politike and craftie enemies of Gods people, is the 
woe that they worke to'themſclues, all that they haue been 
deuifing againſt others, retutneth ypon their owne heads : He 
that d'ggeth apit, to take his innocent and godly brother in, 
isasif he were a wilde and hurtfull beaſt : (for ro fimilitude 
is taken from hunters ) /b«/l fall therein, through Gods iuft 
iudgement ſhall be taken in the ſame ſnare : He that rolleth a 
ftone, or caftethit yptothe end it might fall vpon his neigh=- 
-bours head, it ſhall returne pon him, it ſhall deſcend with 
Yiolence ypon his owne pate : For they that goe about iniu- 


riouſly 


Verſe.28. ProvaRBs. 449 
rioufly to hurt others that feare God,do moſt harmeto them- 
ſelnes : they bring moleſtation to their brerhren ar the firſt 
they trouble others with the ſmoake,and burne yp them{elues 
with the flame,Who is ignorant of examples which make this 
manife{i? Daxzids enemics; Daxrels enermes; Haran,and ma- Pſal.z.1y. 
ny ſuch others, haue their names ſtill hanging on the gibber : Ecclef.19.8, 
one canot trauell in Scriptures, bur hee ſhall ſee how,and for 
what cauſe ſuch a fearfull executipn Was done ypon them, 


Verſ. 28. The deceitfull tongue hateth him whom it goeth a- 
bont to afflift,and wortgth ruine by a flattering month, 


f men tongue, | Theman that vſcth his tongueto 
falſhood and deceit, hateth hm whom it goeth about to af< 
fliF, and ſo intenderh to afflit or plague him whom he hateth: 
for when men are determined to doe-any miſchiefe, their 
tongues muſt aft and manage their buſinefle: for fo much the 
Prophet teltifieth of them,and euery one of them, ſaying, The 
words of his mouth are iniquitie aud deceit, he hath left of bee pſal.63. 
wiſe,and to do good : He deniſeth miſchiefe vpon bis bed : be ſet- 
teth himſeclfe on a way that us not good, hee abhorreth not enill, 
All conſultations, and parlies for the concluding of matters, 
are dealt in by the tongue. . The tongue accuſeth and tradu- 
ceth innocents toſuperiours,and Magiſtrates, tothe end they 
being incenſed, they, mzy puniſh as they haue aquarel againſt: 
great Fpmpiajnes were made of /crexziahto. the Princes and 
"rulers: and of Chriſtro Pontivs.Pilate,& of Paul 'to Felix and 
Feſtus. The tongue muſt remone away the blame of ſpleene, 
hard dealings,cruelty,that there may {ceme to be ſome colour 
'of iuftice on their part,& deſert onthe others and worker b rue 
me, opprefſerh many righteous ayd haxmeleſſe men, by #flat- 
tering mouth, partly by faireſpeeches,to him whom hee levels 
leth at,and purpoſeth to ftrike to rhe hart,that he may theleſle 
miſtruſt him,and partly by fawning, on others.that may afliſt 


{ 


an aductfaric, _ , 


. 
-- 
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Verſ.1. BoaFt not thy ſelfe of to morrow : for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth, 


"CELLS Oaf not thy ſelfe,] Preſume not too farreefany 
6 [FP / thing thatthou wilt doe, haue, or enioy, of to 

—<&F morrow, of the time to come, how farre off, or 
N%) Je neere ſoeuer: for it is the phraſe of the Scripture 
ez tocall that which is future,and to come, by the 
name of to morrow ; When thy ſonne ſhall ache thee tomorrow, 


ſaying, what i this ? Therefore no man ought to be confident 


of that which ſhall be hereafter, David acknowledgeth him- 
ſelfe to betoo bold,and that therfore he was worthely corre- 
Qed for it, when he bragged inthis maner,[ ſaid in my proſpe- 
rity [ ſhall nener be moned: the reaſon why thou ſhouldeſt not 
thus boaſt,is from the vncertainty of all tuture events : becauſe 
thou knoweſt not what a day may bring foorth what things may 
fall out this day to preuent all thine expeRation to morrow, 
or what may come to paſſe to morrow,cleane contrary to that 
which thou didſt expeC this day, The day is ſaid to bring 
forth by a compariſon taken fromwomen with child,or crea- 
tures great with yong : becavſetime crauelleth with the Lords 
decrees,and in their ſeaſon bringeth forth the ſame, euen as a 
woman doth her babe, or little infant, and what ſhall bee 
borneat any time, none in the world doth know : euery day, 


and cuery vight,andeuery houre, and every moment is bring- 


ing forth ſuch a birth, as all the world is 1gnorant of : becauſe 


Gods purpoſes are knowne to himſelfe, and concealed from. 


his creatures : the accidents, and occurrents of this life, are 
ſo hidden from men, thatthey cannor conclude vpon warrant 
and certainty what ſhall.be anone, who knoweth whether his 
life will aſttill afiene{lictle dreamed Zaman thatpurpoled to 
be ſo merric at the Queenes feaſt, that hee ſhould be __ 


before 
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before his dinner-:time was paſt; Therefare $.- James taxeth 


thoſe whoare ſo laxgein-promiſes, for their owne good ſpeed 


and commoditie in their rraffique, and merchandtle: ſaying, 
oe to now yee that ſay, to day, or tomorrow, wee' will goe into 
uch a citie or country, and continue there ayeere, and buy, and 
ſell, and get gaine. Whereas ye know nct what ſhallbeon the mor- 
row : For what is your life,it is a ſhadow,@&c. 
Verſ.2.. Let another man praiſe thee, and not thine owne 
month; a ſtranger ,and not thine owne lips. 


| bv t another man praiſethee,|Sobchaue thy ſelfe, andor- 
der thine affaires, as that thou maieſ giue cauſe to. ano« 
ther topraiſe-thee, though that bee not the end whichthou 
aimeſt ar,nor the purpoſe of thy well doing,and not thine owne 


month thou thy ſelfe with thine-owne mouth, a ranger, any 
* other: beſides thy ſelfe; and nor thine owne lips, namely, the 


words which thy lips doe veer: forit isa very m— 
for a.man to applaud his owne doing, if the ſecking of praiſe 
fromother be condemnable;and worthily condemned of our 


Sauiourin the Phariſees : much more abſurd it is to give com> - 
mendations of himſelfe vauntingly, to found out his owne- 
praiſes becauſe his teftimonie may worthily bee ſuſpeRed of 
falſhood; becauſethe worſt men be moſt forward in-praifing - 


their owne deſerts; and this corrupteth and Raineth the good- 


:nefſe of the worke,that no praiſe is due foriteither from God, . 
or from men, for he thatpraiſeth himſelfe is not allowed, but 2.Cor.ro.8, 
whom the Lord praiſeth:or if any thing bee wrought that is 


praiſe worthie, to whom doth the glory of it belong bur ro 
God, who is the proper author of it, and man bur the inſtru- 
ment of it}by.his dire&ion and'/power>-Finally; 1ris:needlefſe 
for men to magnifie themſclucs, if rhey beefaithfull :*for God 
will bring their righteouſnefleto light, and men wil yeeld vn« 
tothemtbhe honour of their vertues, though they —_ 
;peace: neverthelefle;itis neceſfarie fora man in ſamecafes to 


-reflifiehisgraces)andaftions: as indefence of his innveencie, 
when Itcis vniultlytraduced;as Pant was rot whenthe biding | 


Or - 
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or concealing of ones goodneſſe,may turneto the hinderance 


of the truth, or to the hurt of the Church, or impairing of 
Gods glory. 


Verſ.3. eA ſtone is heazie, and ſand Waighty : but a fooles 
wrath is heauier then they both. 


Dpary is beaxie, For that itis a lumpe of congealed earth, 
and ſand weightie, eſpecially by reaſon of the moiſture 
thatis in it:b#t « fooles wrath,the rage & diſpleaſare of afoole, 
ofa wicked man,whoſe hart and ons arenot gouerned b 
the vſc of reaſon, or the ſpiritof God,ss beaier then they both, 
is more burthenous and importable, then either an heauie 
one,or weighty ſandto them on whom ir lighteth, or lieth: 
it preſſeth them vader, and cruſheth them ſorer, either with 
preſent violence, or future reuenge ; either the hand ſtriketh, 
or the tongue ſirikerh, or the heart deuiſerh whar direfall hurt 
he maydoe; eſpecially if hee haue power whereby hee may 
wrtake his malice lenatiock an heauic burthen doethey 
bearethatlie vnder,and are ſubicto the yoake of malicious, 
wrathfull, and violent perſons: they haue three cruell task- 
maſters dwelling together inone houſe, and conſpiring toge- 
ther with one conſent: and they are a fierce nature, proud 
mind,and the cruell diuell : all theſe ioyned togerher,doe kin- 
dle anger,doe encreaſc it to excefſe,and make ic difficult, and 
hardly extinguiſhed, The brickevpon the poore Hebrewes 
ſhoulders was very waighty, and burthenous; but the hard 
hearts,and tyrannous dealing of their maſters the Egyptians, 
were far more then they, 


Verſ.4.#rath « cruell, and anger outragions : but who can 
ſtand before enuie ? WL oofLen 


S in the former ſentence he aggrauated the violent force 
Kofangerand wrath,by making it more burthenous then 
Rones,or ſand. Inthis hee aggrauateth:the damnable yenome 
of cauic,by making it more perniciousthen anger and pres 
| Wra 
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-Weath ts cruel,ir (eldome leaueth off, or is ſatisfied,tillitcom. 
"nitteth craeky :witnefſe the intivrnaneaR of Simeon and Le- 
ui: and anger is otragions, like the waters of a river paſſin 
ouer the bankestorlike to aſpring tide which ouerfloweth 


4S3 


the low grounds and marſhes round about: (for the Hebrew Sheteph. 


-word fighifieth inundating, or overflowing : ) ſuch a flood 
proceeded' from the wrath of Herod, who for that hee ſaw 
himſclfe robe mocked of the Wiſe men ) commanded all the in- 
fants in Beth-leem, and the bordering quarters roundabout 
to be ſ{laine'; but who can fland before ennit? what good man 
can preſerue himſelfe from being enuied? or were not God a 
maruellous'proteQor of his, how could any poſſibly auoide 
the hurefullftrokes of envious perſons, butthat ke ſhallbe caſt 


downe,and ouerthrowne by them? Sothat this deteſtable vice -- 


of cankred enuie, is farre more dangerous and condemnable, 


*thenthe finne of crabbed anger, and wrathfulneſſe, becaiſe ir - 


- 
o 


is of longer continuance,andflillgrowingy wherasthe other 


is ſhorter, and more and more abating:andiris more cunning, . 
ſecrer,andeloſc, & therfore alſo mul} needs bemore perilous': 


for that men<cannot ſo eafily defend themfelues fromthe ene- 


mies,or weapons which will not be feenc, before they be felt. . 
Manyricmes anger isfor' faults, andthings-done arviſfe, or at 


the leaſt they ſceme ſuch'to him, thatis moued at them : bite 


-enuie is yſually for goodnefſſe, and againſt good men; and. 


'therefore alwaics the beſt haue been moſt enuicd; as Abel, [os 
ſeph, Dauid, Daniel,and Chriſt Teſus: anger may beepacified 
by entreatic, by apologie of ones owne innocentcie and ſub- 
miſſion; by mediation offriends; by commendation, or te- 


Nimonie given of the partie falſen into diſpleaſure: bur all 


theſe-meanes ate oyle to feed'the flame, and'not water to 


ench the heate of enuie: for when God himſelſe pleaded 


or eAbel,Caine was the moreimbittered againſthim, 
!: ''Vetſ. 31 Open vebmhe is bertey thanſecret lone: 
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Sh Peiviuke, | Achock kecky Gi adinonivion giuert ynto thei » 
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.moregood,and is more to beefieemed of then the hidden af- 
feQion of loue inthe hart, which is not manifeſted by word or 
deed,nor ſhewerh it ſelfe when neede requireth : for they are 


Levit-19.17. - 


xers,but faithfully mindedtoward vs; they doe vs:the beſt fa- 
uour,and performe the greateſt kindneſſe that may been re- 


. tocure our deadly diſcaſes. 


P R 0 V BR B $ Chap.27: 


our beſt friends that deale moſt againſt ourfinnes and corrup- 
tions ;for hereby they ſhall ſhew rhemſclues to bee no flatte- 


conciling vs to our beſt friend; namely, rothe Lord, whom 
by our offences wee had inccnſed againſt vs: they ſuccour ys 
againſt our molt dangerous aduerſaries,namely,our tranſgreſ- 
fions, and Satan, into whoſe hands wee had caſt our ſclues: 
they helpe ys where: our owne power faileth : they give dire- 
Qion to vs when we had loſt our way : they giue ys medicines 


 Vetrſ.6. The wounds of a friend are faithfull : but the kiſſes of 
an enemie are to be prayed again}, ; 9446" 
FT He oppoſition Rtandeththus:The wonnds of 4/ friend are 
_ & faithfull,znd therefore to be prayed for, but the kiſſes of 
en exemie are deceirfull, and therefore to be prayed again#t. 
The:wounds of afriend,) Theſharpe and piercing chaſtiſe= 
.ments ;- whether by words, or-ftripes inflified by a friend, 
which ſceth our need, and in.loue.or compaſſion applieth hime 
ſclfeto ſay, or doe that whichis good for ys ;thoughic bete- 
dious for him to performe, and vneahe for vs'to ſuffer, are 
faithful, proceed from the fidelity and yprightneſle of his 
heart towards vs, andfrom a true defire of our good and wel- 
fare : but the kiſſes of an enemie, the; faircand flattering coun- 
renances of one that hateth a.man': (for in the word kifſes, hee 
alludeth tothe manneryſedinthoſe countries, where they did 
ſalute one another, as well men as women wich kifles,& wher- 
by they did profeſſe their kind affetion each to other, al- 
though they conuerſed together, and did.nat.meerghter long 
abſencc:) for /ndas ſupt with our Saviourin the night that hee 
was betrayed, and had been. in his companie before, oy 
kifſed him not yery many baures after; are to beprayedageinfs 
[C2] 


. 
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to be taken heede of for our better defence; becauſe wee are 
not acquainted with mens guilefull purpoſes,we are to intreat 
the Lord to ſhield ys therefrom ; For they deale dangerouſly 
when they deale moſt ſmoothly : the ſtill waters are common= 
ly the deepef, David intreateth the Lord that he may not be 
caught with the dainties of the wicked: but that he may be ſmite 
ten by the month of the righteous, Toabs, Iudaſes & Achitophels 
examples are notorious for the confirmation of this point z 
and the diuell killeth a thouſand more by the call, glafſe,and 
baice of delightfull allurements, whereby hee prerendeth to 
gratific men,and to fatisfie their deſires ; then by his ſhort of 
terrors and feares,and by his roring aſſaults. 


Verſ.7. A perſon that is full loatheth an hony combe : but to 
him that « hungrie eery bitter thing « ſweete, | 


TP ſentence is true both for corporall foode,and ſpiri- 
tuall, for the things which concerne the ſoule and body: 
be that is full ofmeate or drinke,doth lothe all dainties what- 
ſocuer : there is nothing ſo delicious, but ifa man be fated,or 
haue his ftomack cloyed therewith, it will be nauſye, and of- 
fenſiue ynto him rhe hony combe doth much aftet mens taſte, 
and is pleaſant almoſt ro all mens palates:and yet ſuch as baue 
ouer charged their ftomackes , or haue loſt their appetite, 
would rathertrample it ynder their feete, (as the word which 
we tranſlate(/oathe)doth fignific)then to eate it:and the ſame 
falleth out in all other delights and refreſhings ; thoſe which 
are ycry acceptable to ſome,are as diſtaſtfull,andill liked of 0+= 
thers. This ſaying is alſo verified in many, yea inthe greater 
number of people, whoſe ſtomackes ſtand againſt the ſweeteſt 
hony of Gods holy word : as the Iſraclites in the wilderniefſe 
loathed that ſacramentall bread of Manna, which the Scrip- 
tures calleth Angels food, and was after a miraculous manner 
beſtowed ypon themn: but to him that is bungrie, which is pin- 
ched with penurie and want, or which hatha greedie appetite 
eete, he feedeth ypon, and 


| to his meate,ewery bitter thing is ſw 
fauourly relliſkiech thoſe dings which iothers. could not 
h brooke; 


- 
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brooke ; nor at other times peraduenture himſelfe could not 
ſo well away with : butthe proucrbe is true,that hunger is the 
beſt ſauce. The purpoſe of the words is to declare, that men 
doeeſteeme of things according as their defires and delights 
be diſpoſed. Gods ſcruants haue profeſſed that his law and 
ordinances were ſweeter to him then hony,and more pretious 
then gold :and complaint is made of the wicked that his word 
was a'reproch to them, they could not endure it, The auſtere 
and more ftrift miniſterie of /oh» the Baptiſt was very gtate- 
full and acceprable ro ſome, both of the people, ſouldiers,and 
publicanes; when as the moſt amiable and ioyfull meſſage of 
the Goſpel,publiſhed by the ſonne of God himſelf, was harſh, 
and ynwelcome to others, eſpecially the Scribes and Phari- 
fies, which had an high opinion of their owne good eſtate 
and ſufficiencie. 


: Vetrſ.8; eAs 4 bird that wandreth from ber neſt : ſo « he that 


wandreth from hu place. 

A*® a bird that wandreth from ber neft,\That leaueth her 
4 Anecſt wherein heregges,and young ones are, to flie yp 
and downe, ſhould deale both ynnaturally, and contrary to 
her kinde, ifſhe ſhould vſe it: For her egges would be addle, 
and her young ones would be ſtarued,either with cold,or fa- 
mine,and ſo alſo bring much perillvpon her ſelfe,and her own 
life,as to be killed with one, orpiece, or to be made a prey to 
the Haulke, or other rauenous fowle : ſoeuvill prouideth hee 
for himſelfe, that wandreth from his owne place,which ftrag- 
leth abroad ypon no due or iuſt occafion. 

True itisthar the bird may fliefrom her neſt, ſometimes for 
to ſeeke foode, and meate; bur neither too. often, norbe too 
long abſent : and o it is lawful for a man-to goeto worke to 
placesremote from his owne houſe, for maintenanceto him- 
ſelfe and his familie : for hee that doth his office. and dutie, 
Whither ſoeuer he goeth, cannot be ſaid ro wander from his 
place,but Keeperh'refidence thexe ashe ought. $o-that remiſ- 
mes am rnicamtoudribdf ; A” - 
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ſuch as depend ypon'them, is ſeldome found'in the ynreaſo- 
nable creatures,or wheit happeneth,cuen in them iris blame- 
worthie : as wee ſee inthis text: and haue ir alſo'in other pla- 
ces confirmed ynto ys,by the teſlimonie of Gods own mouth 
perſonally talking with /ob,who faith, Ganeff rho the goodly 
wings to the Peacocke,or wings and feathers to the Oſtrich: 
which leaueth her eppes in the earth, and warmeth them in the 
duſt and forgetteth that the foote may cruſh them,and thewilde 
beaft breake them : ſhe is hardned againſt her young ones, as if 
they were not hers : ber labour is in vaine without feare,becauſe 
God hath deprined her of Wiſedome,neither hath he imparted te 
ber underitanding. 


Verſg. Ointment and perfume reiozce the heart : ſo deth the 
ſweetnes of a friend more then the counſel of his heart. 


v! Sree ancient people of the Eafterne cquntries, vicd to a- 
noint their heads with their pretious ointments, and to 
perfume their houſes and garments with pleaſant and ſweere 
odours,to theend their ſpirits might be quickned, and their 
hearts reuiucd : Forthoſe things which delight the ſenſes,de- 
light,and reioyce the heart, the foundation of all the ſenſes : 
and both here, and elſewhere in the Scripture, is the louing 
fellowſhip of Chriſtian friends reſembled vnto ſuch ointmets 


and perfumes. Behold (faith the Plalmift) how pleaſant a thing Phal.s 


it is, brethren to dwell together in wnitie : it « like the pretious 
ointment vpon the bead,ec. So comfortable was [onathan to 


Daxid : and Ruth to Naomi : and Oneſphernsvnto Paxl : and r.Tim.1.6. 


as yncomfortable an eſtare it is to be deſtitute of ſuch com- 
forters : For among many calamities whereof Daxid complai- 


ned,this was not the leaſt,that he was like an owle,or pelicane of Pfal.1o2; 


the deſart : and in the ſame ſenſe ob bemoneth himſelfe, ſay- 
ing,l amabrother to Dragons,and a companion to owles, More 
then the connſell of his owne heart ;the aduice of ſuch a good 
friend,is more ioyous, and vſefullynto him, eſpecially in his 
diſtreſſe,then the counſels of his ow heart, then the comfort 
or direQion which he can miniſter Frito himſelfe : For a mans 
Hh 2 owne 
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ownecoun£ll is blind in his owne marters,and the thoughts 
of his mind in aduerſitie doerather trouble him bee hee never 
ſo wiſe,then refreſh his ſpirits,or free him-from perplexitie, 


' Verſe 10, Thine owne friend,and thy fathers friend forſake 
not,neither goe into thy brethers houſe in rhe «ay of thy calami- 
ty;for better 1s an neighbour that is neere, then abrother far off, 


N the former ſentence he commended the comfort and be. 
nefic that proceeded from Chriſtian friendſhip,and here hee 
reacheth to retaine, and make much of ſuch Chriſtian friends, 
and that by two arguments : the firſt, from the former experi. 
ence of them,the tability,and ancientneſle of their kindnefle, 


that they haue remained firme andfairthfullro our ſelues, and 


our parents,or other progenitors : the other is from the need 
that we may haue of them hereaſter,and the fidelity, readines, 
and confiancieto doe vs good,that we may expe to find in 
them. And this hee prouethby compariſon, preferring them 
before naturall kinfſmen, which are not ſo neerly vnited vnto 
vs by the bands of grace,and vnfained lone, thine owne friend, 
one whom thou haſt had triall of to bee faithfull ro thee, and 
thy fathers friend, which did heartily loue him,and in like ma- 
ner was heartily beloued of him, forſake not, caſt not off, but 
maintaine friendſhip with him, and teſtifie thy loue vnto him, 
in his neceſſity for when friends are fairthfull vnto vs, wee 
muſt be kind and conſtant to them. Dazid performed this to 
Tonathans ſeed, although [onathans death would not permit 
him to ſhew ir to his owne- perſon, otherwiſe then by way.of 
lamentation : and ſo he did to eAhimelechs ſonne eAbiather, 
whom hceyndertooke the proteRion of : whom alſo forthe 
ſame cauſe Salomon ſpared,though he had dealt both vnkind- 
ly,and diſloyally. with .him. - And: contrariwiſe Pharaoh. was 
taxed for his ynmindfulneſſe of /oſeph;and his poſterity: and 
ſois /oaſh for his ingratitude to lehoiada, whoſe.worthy ſon 
Zechariah the Prophet gfthe Lord heeſlew. : ge uot intg thy 
brothers houſe, ſee png copeatien and ſuccour atthe 
hands of afleſhly kinſmanifhe be wicked,andthou godly, oy 
: 
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the day of thy calamity, ax what time thou ſhalt bee in pouerty, 
contempt,trouble,and difireſſe : for carnal} kinſmen' will faile 
thoſe oftheir owne fleſh in their greateſt adverſity, as Dawid 
cried, and complained, ſaying; My lowers,and my friends ſtand 
a farre off from my ſore, and mine acquaintance ſtand farreoff. 
Sce chap.19.7. For better,more comfortable, and profitable, 
# aneighborr, triend,and acquaintance, that #5 neere, not one- 
ly in reſpe& of the place,bur of afflition,and good will, then 
« brother that is farre off, that is further diſtant in goodneſſe 
and loue,thenin habitation, See chap.18, 24. 


Verl. 11. My ſonne bee wiſe,and make my heart (glad, that [ 
may anſwere him that reprocheth me. 


Y ſonne be wiſe, | The Wiſe man inthe perſon of every 

facher,exhortetheuery ſonne to the ſtudic of wiſdome, 
and moueth him thereunto by two fruites that will ariſe from 
thence. The ene is, that if he be ſowiſe, as to know and obey 
the will of God, hee ſhall reioycethe heart of his father. See 
chap.10;1. and 23.15. Theother is, that hee by this meanes 
ſhall driue away reproch and ſhame from his father : for a foo- 
liſh ſonne maketh his parents aſhamed.,When a child is grace- 
lefle and euill pans 2 the people viſually blame his fathers 
gouernment, and ſay that hee was ill brought vp : but by the 
vertuous behauiour of a child,the parents are freed from ſor- 
row, and contumelie, and haue wherewith ro ſtoppe their 
mouthes that goe about to blame them. The holy Ghoſt 
compareth good children to good weapons, by whom a god- 
ly man may defend his credit; as hee that hath a good wea- 
pon, with ſtrength and skillto vſe it well, ſhall thereby pre- 


ſerue his perſon from the violence of an enemie. eAs arrowes 
(fairh hems 


of the youth': bappie is the man that hath bis quiner full of them, 
they ſhall not be aſhamed, but they ſhall ſpeake with the aduerſa- 
ries in the gate, 


Hh 3 Verl, 12, 


are in the hand of a mighty man; ſo are the children Plal127.4.5 
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Vetrl. 12. A prudent man ſeeth the enill,and hideth bimſelfe : 
but the ſimple paſſe on and are puniſhed. See chap. 22.3. 

13. Tak: hu garment that is ſurety for a ſtrange man, and 
make bim gine apledge that vndertaketh for a ſirange woman, 
Sce chap. 20.16. | 

14. Tohimthat bleſſeth his friend with a loud worce, riſing 
early in the morning ſhall be connteda curſe, 


Go him that bleſſeth hi friend,] In way of praiſing and ex- 
tolling him to his face,and in way of ſaluting him with a 
flattering minde, or fawning words, wiſhing well vato him 
with his lips, and defiring little good vnto him in his hearr, 
with a loud voice,ſothat he may be heard of others,and by that 
leaud meanes purchaſe fauour fromthe partie, 4i/g early, in 
the morning to docit, ſhewing himſelfe firſt 3nd before all 0+ 
thers,to the end he-maay ſeeme the chicefeſt welwiller, ſhallbee 
counted for a carſe, ſhall turne-to his.-owne ſhame and .igno- 
minie;: for flatterie maketh a man odjous, and reprochfull, 
Whar is more diſguaceful then.to'be called aparaſue,or claws 
backe? and this oblique and infamic is iuſtypon them,and þe- 
longeth vnto them for due deſert: for they onely ſerue them= 
fclues, which intend to make a,prey of thoſe whom they {o 
much applaud,it is neither loue,nor.good likipg;that dothin- 
.ducethem vntoit; but hope of .acceptance.and reward zand 
noyſome they arc-in- many .reſpeQs, .and.that-to-the partie 
whoſe cares. they claw in.this manner: for.if-his neighbour 
be-a good man, hee taketh the, way to corrupt his heart, and 
-aRtions,and to make him proud :;if-he bee finfull and euill, hee 
doth as much as.in him lieth toharden his hearr, and retajne 
:bimfrom-repextance. Yet-it-is not. volawfull eicherto ſaline 


+ - ear ſriends,oe.t0 commendahem iuily, fo tbatit/be dowein 


firmanner,ormealiire ;not witha-flattering mind, nottao 
often; not toomuch ;not too openly; but witha ſingle heart, 
modeſtly, ſparingly, when there. is cauſe to jacite them for- 
wards to goodneſſe,and to animate them againſt diſcourage- 
TTY; - aL ments, 
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ments, otherwiſe the ſafeſt way is to tell them of their faults 
ynto their face , and ro ſpeake of their yertues behind their 
backes, 


Verſ.1 5, eA contiunall dropping in a rainy day and a conten« 
tions woman are alike. 

16. Whoſoener hideth her,hideth the wind,andthe oyntment 
of bis right hand which bewrayeth it ſelfe, 


Ntheſe two verſes hee declareth the miſchieuous effeRs of 

an ynquiet and brawling wife : and firſt hee ſheweth what 
euill the doth to her hnsband;and familie, comparing her vn- 
to raine, ſoaking through the roofe of the houſe into the in- 
ward part3 in wet ſeafon : and fecondly hee declareth what 
hutr ſhe doth to herſclfe, laying open her ſhame, and making 
the worldacquainted with her vnpeaceable behauiour,which 


he amplifieth by two fimilitudes:the one from thewind, which: 


carinot but be felt and heard';'and*another from-an ognemente 
in amanshand.che ſem whereofcannot be ſuppreſſed: onts- 
»ealldropping, into a mans houſe, vporrthe peoples head, or 
the ſtuffe therein,in a r4ine day, when the ſhowers are great, 
and it beatethin lore,and a contentions womar,a woman giuen 
to much ſcolding,and chiding,ave a/ike, both of them treuble- 
ſome,and both of them diſcommodious : for as the raine'of- 
fendeth thofe whom it falleth vpon, and'rotreth rhe rhings 
Which are wetted thereby, and confumerh the ſame intime: 
So doth a contentious woman grieue all that dwgll with her, 
and is a great hinderance tothe eftate of her husband. See cap, 
I9. 24. Hee that hideth her, hee that attempterh cohuſh her 
brawlings andiarres,that they ſhall not be heard, hiderh-the 
wind, labourcth a8 much invame,as if he would goe about to 
couer,keepe cloſe,or ſhut vp the wind that it ſhould not blow, 
ſre'is a5 an ozntment: on bus right hand, wherewith his right 
hand is maintained,' that: bewrayeth it ſelfe, that will makeall 


the houſe and company to ſmellthe ſauour thereof; the word 
which wetranſlate' ewray, ſignihethto- cry, which is impro- 


petly ſpoken of oyninvenr; becauſe itbelongerh to living crea- 
et Hh 4 rures; 
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tures: but maketh it-ſelfe as ſenſible, as if it hada voycete yt= 
teror crie out withall :fothat it is as poſhble to reſtraine the 
ſent of an ointment powred out,as to top the infamie that ſhe 
bringeth ypon her ſelfe, 


Verl.17. WA 5mew ſharpeneth yron by yron, ſo doth the face 
of his friend ſharpen a man. © 


A S a man 0s many a: by yron] As men vſe to whet one 
knife that is blunt, or other edge toole, with another,and 


ſo make it keener tothe end it may cut the better : ſo doth the 

face,che preſence of a friend with his communication, as ex- 
hortations,direQions,incouragements,and the like, ſharper 4 
mas.to comfort,to humiliation,to knowledge, to loue,to di- 
ligence, and to all good workes, A man by himfelfe is often 
very dull,and like ynto atoole whoſe ws is blunted, or bro=- 
ken : but ifhis fellow come,and quicken him,by his company, 
by his ſpeech, orexample,hee hath ſuch an edge ſet ypon him, 
as that he is: much more skilfull, comfortable, and cuery way 
better thenhe was being alone. Hence it is that the Scripture 
ſaith elſewhere, that two are better then one,and that a three- 
fold cord i not eafie to be broken, Hence itis alſo that the Apo- 
Kle eyhorteth the Hebrewes,zot to leane their mutual fellow- 
ſhip in aſſembling : but toprouoke one another to loue, and good 
workes, For this cauſe the Lord adioyned Aargp as an aſſiſtant 
to Moſes. And Chriſt ſent foorth his Diſciples by twoes, and 
twoes, that one might confirme and animate another in his 
meſlage, and ſeruices, So on the other fide, the ſocictic and 
fellowſhip of wicked perſons together, doth mutually wher 
one another to miſchiefe, andintice himto euill,as we ſaw by 
another ſimilitude of coales kindling coales, in the former 
Chapter,verſ.1. 


Verſe 18. #hoſo keepeth the fig tree ſhall eate the fruit there= 
of :ſo he that waiteth on his maſter ſhall be honoured. 


V 'Ho ſo eepethebe figiree] As.an bnsbendman watche 
. Y. inghis trees. with a yigilent cye,and Proning them 
7: © wit 


"'- 


K- 
SS © 
-% a 


Verſe 19. Prxoynrs. 463 
with a diligent hand,taſteth of the fruite thereof,according to 
their kindes,whatſocuer they are : whether figges, or grapes, 
or apples,or peares,&c. So the ſeruant who is ſeruiceable to 
his maſter,and attendant about him,ifir be his office;or other- 
wife truſtic in the affaires committed ynto him, ſhall be honon- 
red.cicher preferred to a better place, or ſo well prouided for 
in that wherein he continueth,as that he ſhall enioy the credit 
and commoditie of his painfulnes and faithfulnes. They that 
haue not houſes, or charges of their owne, in. Read thereof 
haue the buſinefſe and matters of their gouernours to looke 
ynto,and the well mannaging thereof in time may bring them 
to be maſters ouer others : or if it fall not out ſo,their condi- 
tion will be as comfortable-in that place of ſeruice, and infe- E 
rioritie,as if they were greater commanders, See chap.22.29., : 


Verſ.19. eAsinwater face anſwereth face : ſs the heart of a 
mar 184 man, 


V TJ Hoſoeuer looketh into water, or into a glafſe, ſhall 
Y- Y ſeethefigure,or ſhape of a face,in all points like vnto 
his owne,of whar faſhion, colour, or complexion ſocuer hee 
be : So the heart of a man anſwereth to a man, what minde, af- 
fetion,or diſpoſition is in one man,the ſame may be found in 
ſome other,which will rightly,or fitly accord with him in the 
ſame: there is ſcarce a man ynder heauen, which hath not one. 
orother which doth not liuely repreſent him. 

As for naturall inclination and defires ; one man is giuen to 
cheerefulnes, ſo is another : one man giuento ſadnes, ſo is an 
other : one man ſerteth his delight ypon literature,and all his - 
ſtudie is how to be learned,fo Forh another : one mantaketh 
pleaſure to bee a Merchant, andto aduenture his eſtate intraf- 
fick,ſo doth another : one man much affeeth trauelling,and 
to ſee forten- countries, ſo doth another : one man addrefſerh 
liimſelfe to husbandry,and to maintaine his eſtate by the com- 
modities of the earth, ſo doth another : one man loueth a 
countrie life, and hee hath neighbours like minded: another 
would be a citizen, or courtier, and hee hath others that are 

TT T willing. 
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naturall corruption in the general, derived from our fitſtpt 
rents,and whetein cuery one 13 conceived, all therein looke 
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willing to joyne with himthercin. And ſo for ſpiritual graces: 


this man is much delighred inthe word of God, his thoughts 
and meditations bee confiantly init, that min is alfo ſo affe- 


Qed,and his heart is carried the ſame way :this mah is deligh-- 


ted with the fellowſhip and ſocietie of Chriftians, and never 
ſo ioyous, as when he is in godly companie,and at holy con- 
ferences, that mans comfort and felicitie is in the ſame: this 
mans heartis much broken and wounded with the ſight of his 
finnes, andthe ſight of Gods diſpleaſure, that man is no lefſe 
humbled inthe fame manner. And this holdeth alſo in carnall 
corruptions : what ſinner is there that may not finde compa- 
nions and affociates jn all the vices whereunto hee is ſuBieR? 
Tr were ftrarigethat a drunkard ſhould wanit a mate to giue 
him the meeting at the raterne;oralchoufe: or a tobber could 
get none to take his part at the taking of a.purſe: or that a 
gameſter ſhould be growne finguler that no man ſhould de- 
light to play at tables, cards or dice, but himſelfe, Afſew in- 
ſtances may'*ſuffice for great multitudes of all ſorts. And for 


with one countenance,and haue one vizage: there wasneuer 
any ſonne,or daughter of eFdam (Chriſt onely excepred) bur 


hath been disfigured by birth fince : Aaſes as well as Pharas, 


Daxid as well as Sanl, Paul as well as Elymas, Peter as well as 
Tndas, that in this reſpe holdeth true touching anyone, and 
euery one, that the who!e imagination of the thoughts of mans 
beart,is only enill continually. 


Verſe 20. eA's the grane and deſtruftion are nener full: fo 


the ezes of a man are nencr ſatisfied. 


As rhe prate aid deſtrultion ave nener full, ] As there is 
L X none cnd of burials,& death :bor after one corps is bu- 
ried,another wil come ſhortly to the ſame Rare, and the graue 
Will conſume them,and all thatare purinto ir,and be ill rea- 
Hie(as it were) with a wide mouth to receive mote: & Gough 
death, called here deſtruRion (becaulcir doth extinguiſh t 

8 varcaſo- 
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ynreaſonable creatures, and bringeth the wicked into perdi= 
tion,and ſcemeth ynto ſenſe to be the finall ruine of the god- 
ly) doth takegyvay many millions; yet ir is as hungric after 
more,as if it had ncyer fed ypon any : So the eyes of a man are 
wnener ſatisfied,the concupiſcence of them is inſatiable:though 
he ſee much, and haue much, yet it is nothing in compariſon 
of that which he defireth ro ſee, and poſſefle : whether ir be ri- 
ches, or honour, or whatſoever his heart moſt luſteth after : 
For there is no contentednes in ſenſe, or worldly deſires: ac- 


cording as is ſaid inanother place : The eye # wot ſatisfied with Eccleſ.1.t. 


ſeeing ,nor the eare with hearing, And therefore the complaint 
of the Prophet againſt the proud Babylonian, and all others 


of his condition, is pertinent ynto this purpoſe: He hath in- 


larged bu deſire as the grane, aud © as death, and cannot be ſa- Hab.2.s; 


tirfied : but gatbereth. unto him all nations, and beapeth unto 
him all people, 


Verſe 21..2fs the fining pat for the ſilver, and the fornace 
for gold: ſo is a wan to is praiſe. | | 


S the filueris tried byithefining por,and go/d bythe for= 
Arace,whetherit be pure, or no :See chap.17.3.cucn fo 
a-man is beſt iudged by.thatpraiſe whichis ginen of him, whe- 
ther it be true,or no : For we are not to depend on other mens 


lips: but co examine the matter by our own knowledge,whe- 


ther the commendation that is glyen of ys be due ynto vs, and 
deſcrued of ys :For as a manmoyflatter himſelfe by compari- 


ſonro iuſlifie his owne waies, becauſe they.are nor ſo bad as 
- ome other mens : (o he may alſo he: luded by teftimonie gi- 
uenof him,to haue himſelfe in-bjgh admiration hecauſe he is 


{fo wellthought of and paken of. And therefore a._rule like 


yntothis of Salomon is: giuen:by the: Apoſile Pay}; but with 


moreplainnes;Let exery man. proue his owne worke, and then he Gal,g 


ſhall baze rejoycing in himſelfe ouly,and not in another : For ma- 


ny flatterers [Peake not as theythinke;bur 23 they ſee it moſt 


aduancageous for their.owneturnes,;andtherforc molt high- 


ty cxtoll the vnyorthieſ perſons, 25 Tertallns did: Felix that 


corrupt 


6.4 . 
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corrupt gouernour, Againe, many teſtifie out-of theirloue, 
and hope that to be trve which they ſay, but not out of their 
knowledge,they are not ſure that which theyſsy is true ; and 
therefore a man next vnto God is of all others the fitteſt to 
paſſe ſentence ypon himſelfe. Men be not ſo fooliſh,if they bee 
poorc,and in great penurie,to belceue them which ſhall mag- 
mfie their wealth, and praiſe their great plentie : nor a ficke 
man feeling his torments,and weakenefles, will aflent vn- 
to him that ſhall commend his healthfulneſſe, and ſound con- 
Nitution of body ; and why then ſhould we ſuffer our {clues to 
be mifinformed touching our aRions and waies, andthe ſtate 


. of our ſoules? 


Verſ.22. Though thou ſhonldeft bray a foole in a morter a- 


-wmong wheate with a peſtell, yet will not hs fooliſhneſſe depart 


from him, 


þ Hr thow ſhouldeFt bray,) One kind of grinding which 
peopleyſedin old time, wasto pur their parched corne 
into a morter,and to beate it ynto powder : ynto this cuſtome 
Salomon alludeth in this place, infinuating that no ſcueriry 
will amend an obſtinate wicked man : forit is as much as if he 
ſhould haue ſaid; Although thou ſheuldeſtrake neuer ſo great 
Ppaines in reprouing, or correRing a deſperate foole, and the 
iudgements and plagues ofthe Lord be neuer ſo heauie: ypon 
him, yet his fooleſhneſſe will not depart from him, hee is ſo vn= 
curable,that he will not forſake his fins, nor amend his faults, 
the hardnefſe of his heart is ſuch, rhatno ſtrokes or calamities 
will do him good, The graines of corne, though much hard= 
ned by parching, .or drying, yer at the laſt wil be broken with 
a peſtell, and turned into foft meale ; but his obſtinacie and 
wilfulneſſe will neuer bee overcome ; becauſe he is vncapable 
of graces, and no miſcries of themſclues without grace will 
cure ſinne. And therefore [eremieh complaining of ſuch per- 
uerſe and obſtinate rebels, faith; O Lord,ore not thine eyes vp= 
on the truth ? thou bait ftricken them, but they hane not grie- 


wed; then bait conſumed them, but they bane refuſed corretts- 


a, 
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on ; they have made their faces harder then arocke,they bat re- 
finſed toreturne. For ſmart, and griefe, and all kind of wofull 
calamities fall onely vpon the ſenſes, but enter not into the 
hearts of ſuchimpenitent perſons; and the divell which hath 
them 1n his power,neither feeleth the firokes which they ſuf- 
fer,nor hathany commiſeration oftheir miſery; and therefore 
valeſſe the peſtell could knocke him onthe head, and expell 


his forces,it can doe no good ynto their ſoule. 


Verſe 23. Bee thou diligent to looke well to thy fleckes, and 
know the ſtate of thy hearas. 


Nthis yerſe he beginneth to perſiwade men to be prouident 
| > their eſtate, and not ſlacke to ſuperuiſe and ouerſce-their 
owne affaires;agdto look that there be no detriment through 
their negligence.in their commodities, wheretn their princi- 
pall maintenance dorthconkit; and perticularizeth in the duty 
ofthe grafier,or ſuch asliue by cattell, as a paterne for all 0- 
ther trades,or vocations, Bee thow diligent to looke well to thy 
flockes,] Conſider daily, or as often as is fit, the conditionof 
thy ſheepe, oxen, and other cattell: looke to the number of 
them, leſt any be ſtollen,dead,or loſt : fee howthey bee proui- 
ded for with graſſe, fodder, or water, that they periſh not 
through want : looke well to it, and that with thine owne 
eye,that their paſture be ſafe and wholeſome, not ſuch as will 

reed amurren,orrot : take good notice how they are hand- 
led, or dreffed, that they bee not anoyed with maladies, or 
hurtfull diſcaſes : for men are not ſoto paſſe over theireſtate 
to the care of others, as- not ſooften asis needfull to take a 
view of it themſclues. Boaz, though hee were agreat man, gy,z,,, 
yet was. not aſhamedto bee amonghis-reapers, and harueſt 
men, and at the threſhing time to bee in the floore all 
night. For by this-providence they ſhall preſerne their Rate 
from ruine and decay.: and deterre-their ſeruants and agents 
from careleſnefle, and affiſt them with direQion and encou- 
FAgement.. | | 


Verl.24- 
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Proverss. 


Verſ. 24. For riches remaine not alway ,nor the crowne fr 
generation to generation, 


HE enforceth his precedent exhortation by two argu- 
ments ; the former from the perill that may grow from 


improuidence and remiſneſſe, and that is penurie and want, * 


This is not mentionedat all in exprefle tearmes, butis necefla- 
rily ynderſtood,and intended); as it appeareth by the words of 
this verſe: for they are apreuention ofan obieRion that might 
be made againſt the former precept. Our meanes are ſo good, 
and our fortunes ſo great,that we need not trouble our ſelues 
with ouerſight of our cattell,or bufinefſe: though wee ſhould 
ſuſtaine lofle by their vnfairbfulneſſe, whom wetruſt in our af- 
faires,we can well bearce it, we haue enough, Now this hee ta- 
kethaway, by ſhewing the inſtability, or caſualtic of wealth, 
ſaying, Riches remaine not alway: and that he doth amplifie b 

a compariſon taken fro the greater: Princes eſtates (which he 
meaneth by the name of crowne Jare not perpetuall, much lefſe 
is the wealth of inferiours: as if he ſhould ſay, Doſt thou think 
that thy goods are ſo entailed ypon thee, that they are not ali- 
enable,or cannot goe fromthee? thou art much deceiued ſo 
to deeme:; for they are brittle, and flitting,though they be ne- 


uer ſo 
neuer 


not be exhauſtedinthe end, ynlefle it bee maintained by care 
and diligence? and therefore looke well vnto thy things thy 


bo 


eat and glorious, What treaſure in the world,bee it 
royall, or princely, which ſhall endure for euer? and 


ſclfe,and reftnot{lothfully in mans labour, 


Verſ. 25. The hay diſconereth it ſelfe, and the graſſe appea- 


reth,and the hearbes of the mountaines are gathered, 


26. The Lambes are for thy clothing, andthe goates are 4 


price of the field. 


27. And let the milke of thy goates be fufficient for the food 


of thy family,and ſaſtenence of thy maides, 


He ſecond argumentis fromthe commoditie which hee 
ſhall reapeby obſcruing his counſell, applying himſelfe 
well 
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well to husband his matters, and to prouide that his cſtate bee 
well ordered; and thar is food for his beaſts and cattell, in the 
firſt of theſe three yerſes : and ſecondly, for the maintenance 
of himſelfe,and his familie,in the two laſt : rhe hay drſconereth 


it ſelfe, when it is meet and readie for carriage,and inning,aud 


the graſe appeareth, ſpringeth plentiiully out of the earth, ad 
the hearb-s of the monntaines, the graſſe, or other fodder that 
the rnountaines yeeld, are gathered, cut downe, brought in, 
and layed yp,that they may be food and nouriſhment for the 
cattell :he Geakerh thus of the fituation of that land, where- 
inthere were a multitude of mountaines, which had things 
growing vpon them wy yſcfull,and all this commeth bagke 

lefſing of God, for the benefit of men, and cattell, according 


tothe ſaying of the Prophet: Hee cauſeth the earth to bring py (qv, 


forth praſſe for the beafts,and hearbe for the vſe of man,that he 
may bring forth bread ont of the earth.The lambs are for thy clo« 
thing, the good which himſelfe and his family ſhall receiue by 
his heedfull regard of his flocke,and heards,is firſt for apparel, 
the lambes, that is, the wooll and fleece of the lambes and 
ſheepe,ſhall be for thy clothing,wherewith both thou and thine 
ſhall be warmely,and comely clad. Secondly, for money, the 
bee goates,the male goates,and ſuch like cattell as may well be 
ſpared, being ſold, will bring thee money, not onely to the 
price of thy field, thatis, the rent of the ground wherein they 
goe, if thou rent or hire the ſame of other men; or to yeeld 
thee ſo much as another would giue for it, if it be thine owne: 
and thereby thou ſhalrbee inabled to enlarge thy poſſeſſions, 
or make thee a purchaſer of lands. Thirdly,for food and ſufte- 
nance,the goates mile ſhall be ſufficient for the food of thy honſ- 
hold,and maintenance of thy maides,that is to ſay,the ſhe goats, 
the ewes,and the kine will give theeſach abundance of milke, 
as will ſuftaine thee, thy wife, and thy children, and thy ſer- 
uants,both men and maides. So that beſide other prouifion 


which thou maift make with thy money, thy ſelfe, and thy 
 houſhold may haue butter and cheeſe enough, and other good 


vic of milke,of thine owne flocke, This in thoſe daies was ac- 
counted good cheere for men of worth.in that goodly coun- 
| cr cy, ; 


Deut,33.14. 


Gen,49.13, 
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trie, which Godin kindnefſe promiſed, and out-of his bountie 
performed; for which every godly man hath cauſe ro bee 
thankfull, and of which cuery wicked man is altogether yn. 
worthie; and therefore hee doth vypbraid his rebellious and 
wicked enemies, though opulent and wealthie, with that fa- 
uour which in this kind,among other benefits, he had ſhewen 
ynto them, ſaying ; Batter of kine, and milke of ſheepe, with fat 
of lambes and rammes fed in Baſhau, and geates with the fat of 
wheate, andred licour of the grape haft thou drunke. And as 


_.this is ſpoken againftthe wicked in way of exprobration: ſo a 


bleſſing is | pram TIE by Taceb, to the poſterity of [udeh, 
whomGod wovld be bountifull vnto, in this manner ; Hi 
eyes fallbered with wine,and bis teeth white with milke, 


CHAPTER. X XVIII. 


Verſ.1.The wicked flee when none purſue : but the righteons 
are bold as a Lion, 


He wicked flee,] Are chaſed and hunted with 
Ch be fearc : for though their feer ſtand fill, yet their 
0) hearts are continvally in flight, when none pur 


a © 2 _ 


a9 ſacth, when no man followeth matter againſt 
OSS them. It is a fimilitude taken from cowardly 
ſouldiers,who betake themſclues to their heeles at the ſound 
of the trumpet, or drumme, and at the ſight of the enemies 
weapon, before they be aſlailed :for the guiltie perſon afterhe 
hath committed ſome abominable fat; astheft, murther, or 
ſome other crime, imaginerh that ſome lic in wait for bim,and 
that hee ſhall ſurely bee taken : for the bolder any man isto 
commit finne,the lefſe courage he hath when his conſcience is 
awakened,and there be any likelihood of danger : The wicked 
(faith Elphaz) « continually as one-that tranelleth with child, 
.and the number of yeeres i hidden from the tyrant,a ſound of 
feare ts in his eares and in bis proſperity ſhallthe deftroyer come 


Y 
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vpon bim, For though no man purſue him, yet the guilt of his 
conſcience doth ; as did tharbloodie Kain: and the righteous 
curſe of Gods law maketh after them with all ſpeed, euen that 


whichis thus threarned in Leviticus : [will ſend @ cowardlines Iv 


vpon them mrhe land of therr enemie, aud the ſound of a ſhaken 
leafe ſhall chaſe them : they ſhall flee as fleeing from the ſword,and 
ſhall fallwhen noxc purſueth, Now it they bee broughtto this 
plight with imaginarie perils, and onely as yet affaulted with 
their owne thoughts ; what will they doe when troubles and 
plagues,ſuch as carrie ſtings intheir mouthes,ſhall inuade and 
ſerypon them? When their hearts ſhall-heare their ins com- 
prong againſt them, and Gods 11ſtice decreeing puniſhment 
orthem : men inthis caſe /ſaiah ſpeakerh of, and bringeth in 
horribly terrified, ſaying; The guts in 5i0x are afraid,a feare 
is come vpon the hypocrnes : who among vs ſhall dwell vith the 
denouring fire ? who among vs ſhall awellwith the enerlaſting 
burning'? But the righteous, who is at peace with' God, and 
hath a good cauſe witha good conſcience, is not ſo timerous, 
and ful] of cowardnefle as the wicked, but couragious and 
dreadleſſe,notwithitanding all the malice, might, and craft of 
wicked men, which fer themſelues againſt them, neither can 
any other accidents or occurrents difmaie or daunt them. Hee 


will not be afraid of enilltidmgs his beart i fixed and beleenerh Plal112, 7,8, 


in the Lord: his heart « eftabliſhed : hee will not feare vntill bee 
ſee his defire vpen his enemies, Andthis confidence and bold. 
nefle is ſet forth by the compariſon of the equall, he is like vn- 
to a Liox, who is thus deſcribed by the Lord himſelfe : 4s the 


Lion,or Lions whelpe roareth on the prey, againit whom if a mal- 1cq, 37.2, 


ztitude of ſhepbeards be called he will not be afraid at their voice, 


neither humble himſelfe at their noyſe : ſo ſhall the Lord of 16h 11.18, 
hofts,cie, Grace thereforeis the foundation of 'a goodcou- Plal.gt, 


rage; for hethat is enduedtherewith, isperfwaded of the ve= 
riry of Gods promiſes, with the ſufficiencie of his power, and 
hach'a ſure apprehenſion both of his preſence and gooinefle; 


S003 1: Vas; 


I.Sam.12.25. 


Chapas, 
Verſ.2. For the tranſpreſſion of 4 land, there ave many prin- 
ces thereof: but by a man of wnder/ſtanding and knowledge it 
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Jhall be prolonged. 


Þ2: the tranſgreſſion of a land|For the fins whichthepeo- 
ple inhabiting the land doe commir,not the wickednes of 
ſome few priuate perſons, but the generall iniquiticof a na- 
tion,or fate, there are many Princes, often changes ofthe ru- 
ters and gouernours thereof, many Kings,or other head Ma- 
Liltrates,in a ſhort time ſucceeding one another, by meanes of 
the death of the predecefiors:Forthe finances of the people tend 
to the hurt of the Ruler : If yow doe wickedly (ſaith Sanmel ) ye 


ſhall periſh,both ye and your —_ And for this cauſe the great 
c 


rebell1ons of [udah,both of the Prieſts,and Prophets,and 
ple, ſhortned the life of /oſrah : Pharas Nero could-not hw 
touched him, if the iniquitic of his ſubic@ts had notexpoſed 
him into his hands, The Magiſtrate is the head, and the peo- 


plearethe ſtomack; and what cauſeththe head to ake ſo much _ 


as the diftemper and ficknes of the tomacke ? Hee is a ſhep- 
heard.and they are the ſheepe, and men doe yſually put away 
their ſhepheards, or ſct them to-fome other worke, when all 
their ſheepe are rotten, But by a man of vnderſfanding, and 
knowledge ,it ſhall be cnars. ns In this latter part of the verſe 
he doth intimate, that as the corruptions and iniquitie of the 
people do cauſe the remoueall of their Princes: ſo the change 
of Princes'is burtfull, and dangerous to the fate of the king- 
dome, not onely for that by this meanesthereare new officers 
placed; rew tributes impoſed , and many alterations in the 
Rate : bur perill of. ſedirions, ſtirres,andtumults, whereby both 


kinydomes and common-wealths are fubuertedand broughe 


toanend: antiche capſe thereof he oppoſerhto the contrarie: 
For bee ſorterh! the wiſedoine: and knowledge of agood man 
(meaning of: goodmen;pmring the uns number for the 
plurall by a Sy»ecdoche,wich the fruites thereof, which is obe- 
deence fnto God) to the rebellionof a land : and the conti- 
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nuance of Kings and kingdome, vnto the frequent mutations 
of Kings,and deftruRtion of a realme. So thatthe oppoſition 
Randeth rhus : For the tranſereſſion of a land, and fooliſhnes 
of men, the Princes dye faſt, and the whole kingdome is not 
like ro continue: but by the obedience of a land, and menof 
wiſedome, Princes liue long,and the kingdome is like co bee 
ſurely eſtabliſhed, | 


| Verſ.3. eA poore man if he oppreſſe the poore,ts like a raging 
raize that leaueth no foode. 


AI men if hee oppreſſe the poore,) Either by fraude, or 
force,by bargaining or ſycophancie,and falſe calumnia= 
tions, by extreamepurſuite of aftions,or res 96 by a- 
ny other meanes,  /the « ſweeping raine, like to ftormes that 
lean no foode,for men,or cattell rolive on:For euen as a great 
tempeſt doth make land-floods, and inundations of waters, 
ſweeping away,and choakivg the corne,and beateth the fruite 
off from the trees, and cauſeth a dearth : ſo amercilefle poore 
man wreſting andextorting from others in neceflity thar little 
which rhey haue, doth bring them to extreame want and pe- 
nurie, Vnconſcionable poore mentherefore are as violent (if 
their power ſcrue then) as the rich and wealthie. A Sparrow 
haulke is as greedie ofhis prey as an Eagle,and a Wolfe as ra- 
uenous as a Lion: the ſeruant that had bur an hundred pence 
owing vnto him, was more rigorous and. mercilefſe, then his 
maſter that had a thouſand rallents due vnto him. If all Magi- 
ſtrates ſhould bee as boyſterous rotheir inferiours, as many 
baſe maſters are to their apprentices, their yoke would be too 
heauie forthe people to beare : neither are better things to be 
expected at vngodly poore mens hands, then from thoſe that 
are richer : for there is the ſame nature in all : and /eremieh 
faith, that the leaſt are ginen to conctouſnes as well as the grea- 
teff. And great men are lefle pricked forward to inivftice by 
penurie and want, then theſe needie creatures and contemp= 


———_ : ſmall chings will doe rich men no ood: all is 
fiſh 


at commeth to the ner with the hunger: ſtarved, and 
1i 2 - miſerable 
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miſerable beggers, they meete with nothing which will not 
ſerue their turnes, There is hope,oratleaſt a poſſibilitie, that 
that whichis taken away by men of wealth, & ſubſtance, may 
be reftored apaine'/by mediation of friends, or by ſaluing of 
credit,or by ſome arher mcanes,or for ſome ather cauſes : bue 
that which theſe hungrie abic&s get into their clutches, is as 
ſoone ſwallowed as fingered, neither care of creditwill moue 
them, nor their abilitie will affoord them. to make reſtitu- 
Lon, 


Verſe 4. They that forſake the Law praiſe the Wicked : but 
they that keepe the law contendwith them. x 


"Eons forſake the law,] They that ſinfully live in the 
L breach of Gods holy law,and tranſgreſſien of his Com- 
mandements,and mike their owne fleſhly reaſon,and ſenſuall 
luſts,the-rule and ſquare of their life, prasſe che wicked,giue in- 
couragement vnto them, ſtudie to finde out matter ro com- 
mend inthem, and for the ſame to giue good teftimonie-of 
them, that they haue euermore ſomewhat in a readinefle to 
ſpeake in their behalfe, cicher to grace their perſon, or iuſtifie 
their faults : for eucry man will moſt readily ſtand for them 
which be moſt like voto them, As S.Paw/ reckoning vp many 
foule offences, ſaich,They doe not only the ſame,but fawonr thems 
that doe them. And the rebellious Iſraclites in the wildernefle, 
afterthey heard Hoſes and Aaron to convince Corah, Dathas 
and Abrram of notable preſumprion and arrogancie : after 
that they ſaw the Lord co exccure a remarkable puniſhment 
yponthem,yet quarrelled againſt Moſes and Aaron,in the de- 
fence of thoſe execrab!e men and their complices, ſaying, Te 


Numb.16.41. bane killed the people of the Lord, This is a ſure note of euill, 


when-men have cuermore a good word ready for an euill 
doer, and by crediting finne in others, that they ſhould haue 
no blemiſh forjir,they ſecke to aboliſh the diſgrace from their 
owne former wickednes,and hope with lefſereproch and con- 
trolement-toinake a way for new : but they that keepe the law, 
which addiFt chemfelues with all their might to. keepe Gods 
* SIE] comman- 
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commandements, and with due care and conſcience obſcrue, 
and obey them, contend with them, doe not onely diſcounte= 
nance, and diſpraiie, but 2s much as they can oppoſe them= 
ſelucs againſt chem, & reſitt them, notwithſtanding it be with 
ſome conili and trouble vito themſclues : For it 15 the pro 
pertic avd {ure marke of a good man,not only to forbeare euil 
themſelues, but to (top and crofle others that doe prattiſe itz 
and this they doe in zeale toGod,and in hatred to finne com= 
mitted apainfthim: as the Prophet profeſſerh, ſaying, / hate 
them that hate thee, and earneſtly contend with them that riſe 
op againſt thee. And by this they keepe themſelues from be 
ing guiltic of orher mens faulrs,and in as much as inthem is, 
further the offenders to repentance, 


Verſ.5. Evi!'men underſtand not indgement : but they that 
feare the Lord vnderſtand all things, 


j Ar men] Men giuen ouerto impictic and wickednes, v#- | 
2 _deritand not indgement,albeit there be ſomelight in them, 
which is after a fort inforced vpon them, by the brightnes of 
Gods word, and ordinances, by the ſpeeches and communi- 
cations of good men, which liueamong them, and by the ma- 
nifeſtation of Gods glorie in his workes ; yer it ſcrueth onely 
to makethem incxcuſable,butnorrto procure their ſaluation, 
nor to dire&rhem in their behauiour : they are alway ſo blin- 
ded with natural! ignorance,and malice,that both Chrift and 
his word are a myiterie , wherewith their hearts are vnac= 
quainted,though they be familiar to their earestoheare the, 
and totheir tongues to talke of them : they neither ſee what 
is to be beloued,nor rightly apprehend wharis to be done,ci- 


| ther generally in all ſorts of aQtons, or particularly in the 


courie of their callings, and offices : For neither are they meet 
veſſels ro receiue the licour of diuine wiſedome, neither haue 
they any defire, or are induſtrious for to obraine it : bus they 
that ſeeke the Lord, they that ſeeke the Lord in his word, and 
by prayer,to the intent to doc him ſcruice, ſhell vnderftand al 
things,which are necdfull —— faluation,and diſcharge 
E149 i 3 | 
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476 ProvenBy | Chap.28, 


the duries of their callings, For all gedly men are acquainted 
with God holy wall. fo farre as is neceffarie for them : for as 
much as the ſecret of the Lord « reuciled to them that ſech him, 
and his conenant to gme them vnderitanding : For neither will 
the holie Spirit faile to informe chem, neither will they neg- 
leRto inquire of him, nor to yſc their yader ſtanding fruitful- 
ly when they hauc it, 


Verſ.6. Better is the poore that walketh in his vprightnes, 
then he that pernerteth his waies, though he be rich, Sec chap= 
rer 19.1. 

Verl\.7. He that keepeth the law is a wiſe ſonne : but he that is 
& companion to glnttons ſhameth hi father, 


HE that keepeth the [aw] That young man which applieth 
_ Lhimſelfe to ſuch godly and vertuous behaviour, as the 
word of God doth teach, and preſcribe him, a Wiſe ſoxne, 
ſheweth his wiſedome, vertue, and vnderſtanding,not only in 
ordering his waies as a Chriſtian ; bur in yeelding loyaltie to 
his parents, as a dutifull childe, But hee that is companion to 
gixttons;both in companie keeping,and luxuric,and rior, ſha- 
meth bu father, is a blemiſh vaco him, and giuech aduantage 
and occaſion, whereby of ſome heeis taxed and cenſured; be- 
fides that ſeeing him come to extreame pouectrtie, or puniſh- 
ment, hee cannot but bluſh, and hang downe his head with 
ſhame and ſorrow. The ſenſe and oppofition goeth thus : He 
that keepeth the law, and refraineth the companie of diſſolnte 
per ſons,ts awiſe ſonne,and acredit vnto his parents : but hee 
that breaketh the law, and is a companion to gluttons, is a foo 
liſh ſonne,and diſhonoureth his parents... 


Verſ.8; He that by vſurie and vniuft gaine encreaſeth his 


ſub/tance,gathereth them for hims that will bee morcifull to the. 


poore.. | 


E Exbat by vfuris aud wninft dealing; he. | Which either 
A. 4 getteth, or aogmenteti/higftocke; orcfitare by ynlawfull 
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meanes :' for ynder theſe ſo oft by name condemned in the 
word, hee comprehendeth all others of whatſacuer ſort they 
.be, gethereth them, though much contrary to his purpole, 
thought, or will, for him«hat will be mercifull to 4 poore, 
which both compaſſionarcly affeRerh, and liberally is handed 
towards them which arcin neceſſity : It is as if he ſhould haue 


ſaid, the 'Lord doth appoint that the goods which diuers 


vſurers haue wickedly compaſſed,ſhall be taken from him, or 
his,and come into a | _ mans hand,who will giuethe poore 
that which was before voiuſtly taken, cither from chem or 


their brethren : for that which wicked menill come by,is ma- pur, ,;: 
ny times left for the godly to yſe well. See chap. 13. 22. Job 37.16, 


doQ, 2s 


Verſ. 9. He that turneth away by eare from hearing the lay, 
exen his prayer ſhallbe abominable. 


HE that twrneth away hi eare,|Nothe whothrough frail- 
ty,infirmiry,or tentation hath ſomerimes his heart inter- 
ruptedatthe hearing ofthe word, and hath attention, and ſo 


his aff: ion blunted ; or by the rebellion of naturall corrupti-.. 


- onreſfiſting the ſpirit of God, doth now and then faile to © 

the counſels or precepts of the word; bur which wittingly, 
willingly, with obftinacie and contempt rejeReth the com- 
mandements of God, and knowledge of his will, which deſpi- 
ſerh the ordinances of God, and refuſethto bee inftrued by 
his miniſtery,exen bi prayer, and thankſgiving, and all other 
his ſeruices eſpecially in his calamites that would come ypon 
him, when for miſery he ſhall hee compelled to crie, ſhallbee 
«bominable, odious to the Lord,and ſuchas he will repell, and 
rather plague him for, then hearken vnto him, and accept: ſo. 
that the beſt refuge which yngodly men haue for cheir ſoules, 
eventheir good prayers which they truſt ſo much ynto, will 
faile th] attheir need: and ir ftandeth with equitie,& he doth 
but returne them their owne meaſure : according to his com- 
plaint of them,and threatning againſt them : Tea they refwſed 
whearken,andplncked away the Fonlder end Popped their _ 
Ii 4 | thas 
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that they ſhould not heare : yea they made their hearts as an ada- 
mant [lone that they ſhauld net _ the law, and the words 
which the Lord of hoiis ſpake by his former Prophets : therefore 
came great wrath from the Lord of, hoſ?s: therefore it came to 

Ia.7.,11,12.13. paſſe that as hecried,and they would uot heare ; ſo they ſhallcrie 
ar d:] will not heare, ſauh the Lord, They themſclues are exe- 
crable and loathſome,and then how can the prayers, the ber. 
ries of ſich manner of brambles be eſteemed any better? they 
are not preſented to God by Chriſt, nor oftered by themin 
faith; and therefore God cannot take notice of them other- 
wiſe then in deteſtation,and indignation. 


LEO: 


ow 


Verſ. 10./#ho ſo cauſeth the righteous to goe aitray in an enil 
way, hee ſhall fall himſelfe into his pit : but the righteous ſlall 
bane good things in poſſeſſion. 
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V Ho ſo canſeth, | Endeauoureth by attempr; or for a : 
 Y time,or in a part ſucceedeth to cauſe the righteons to a 
goe aitray by an enill way, in the way of finne which is cuill for 
the matter ofir, and for effeQ of it, that it bringeth euill, and 
plagues to thoſe that wander in it, ſhallfalinto his owne pit, 
ſhall not onely loſe his labour in ſecking to corrupt another; 
but ſhall through Gods iudgement fall into the danger that 
hee hoped to draw the iuft.into : as Balaars did in laying a 
ſtumbling blocke before the children .of Iſrael, by teaching 
the Moabitesto allure them to that filthic and idolatrous fealt 
of Baal Peor : for it is turned into his ruine and defiruQion ; 
for he was therefore ſlaine in a ſhorttime after, All this is an 
allegorie wherein he alludeth ro hunters, who vſe firatagems 
to.inducethe beaſts which they haue in chaſe. ro the way that 
leaderh into the. pit which they haue digged, and couered to 
take him,who being fallen thereinto, is in cheir power to doe 
what they will with; Sce chap. 26. 27. But the righteous, the 
vanhappic cuent of theſe their practiſes, and their ill ſucceſle 
thercin,is amplified by the contrary, the ſafery and happinefle 
of chole, whom they layed waite for to peruert, ſhall haue good 
tbings.in poſſeſſion, the righteous ſhall bee preſcrued from ned 
| ata 
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a fall.as they doe expeR,andenioy that happineſſe which they 
doe maligne : for it is impoſſthle-forhimtharis vprightto bee 
drawne from Godby ſeducers : eleQion- will. hold him fat, _ a. 
and the ſpiricof God will not ſufter him to bee ouercome; or "©9130 
loſt : neither may the promiſes .of God, made ynts him for the x.loh.2,27, 
enioyment of al: goodthings, be void or fruſtrate, 


Verſ.11. The rich man « wiſe in his owne conceit, but the 


poore that hath underſtanding can try him. 
T7 rich man ts wiſe in his owne conceit, ] Hee that hath 


great ſubſtance,and little grace,hath an opinion of him- 
ſelfe,that he is of great ynderſtanding,iudgement, and policy, 
though hebce neuer ſo abſurd, ſimple, and focliſh; becauſe 
wealth.is a great meanes'to puffe vp the heart,and make a man 
proud. And therefore Saint Pawlrequireth Timothy to lay a1,Tim.16.r7, 
great charge onrich men,that they be not bigh- minded. Eze- | 
chiel bringeth the opulent and wealthie Prince of Fyrus vpon 
the ſtage, and ſheweth himvnto the world, aQting a part for 
this purpoſe,ſaying ; [am 4 God, I ſit in the ſeat of Gad in the 
middeft of the ſea, yea thou art but a man, and not a God, and 
though thou didde$t thinke in thine heart thow was equal with 
od: Behold thou art wiſer then Daniel, there # no ſecret that x,ach 28.3.3-4 


\ they can hide from thee. Withby wiſedome and wvnderſtanding 


thou hait gotten thee riches,and thine heart i lifted wp becauſe 
ef thy riches, And why is this ? but becauſerthey are ignorant, 
they know nor,or conſider not that it was God: which gaue, 
and not their 9wne wit which gotihem this abundance : and 
becauſe they carrie matters by power, they deeme that they 
order and manage them by policiez and becauſe no man dares 
rebuke them,they thinke their waies'/ſe ballanced with diſcre- 
tion,as that they are vnrebukeable. And beeauſe many flatre» 
rers giue them high commendation,they imagine that-there is 
as much inthemſclues,as rhey candeviſe to commend : but the 
poore that bath vnderitandingean ſearch him ont,but the god- 
ly poore man who knoweth the. word,and is indued' with dif- 
crction,will ſo ſearchand-findthe xch man out, that hee will - 
: Giſcerne,.. 


Tadg. 6.1. 


av0 Prxovasss. Cha.28. 
diſcerne, (and if needrequire,) declare him to be either an ig- 
norant or wicked perſon, as may appeare inthe blind mans 
conference with the Phariſees. And this commeth to paſſe be- 
cauſe he ſcarcheth into Gods word,to know his will, and inte 
his owne heArt,to know the ſtate thereof; and therefore can 
eaſily take another tripping, which is altogether a ſtranger yn» 


to Gods will,andthe ſtate ofhis owne ſoule, 


Verſ.12.#hen therighteons reionce theve is glory : but when 
the wicked riſe,the man is ſought for, 


Vit the righteous retoyce,] When good men are ex- 
alredto dignitie and honour, and haue authority pur 


intheir hands,and ſo reioyceinthe fauour and mercy of God 
thus bleſſing them: and (hee argueth the cauſe by rheeffeR) 
the inferiours are enriched, and adorned with many orna- 
ments,both the publike fiateof the nation is much honoured 
with power and ſafery, and priuate mens perticular eſtates are 
prouided for,and bleſſed with all good proſperity, by meanes 
of their juſtice, and ypright dealing, and care to doe good to 
their countrie.See chap. 1, verſ. 10.and 11.,b#t when the wic- 
ked riſe, to authority, credit, and greatnes in the Common- 
wealth, the man is ſought out, ſearched forto bee oppreſſed 


and made aprey :the meaning is, that when wicked menare - 


aloft,the people whichare not fo bad as themſelues, can nei- 
ther haue ſafety from their perſons,nor peſicfſfions ; but either 
by fraud, or by force, themſelues, and the ſecreteft things 
which they haue are ſearched out, and looked vnrto, that they 
may be a bootie to the vngodly, It falleth out many times,and 
in divers countries,that when their owne brethren beare not 
rale,as it didin Iſrael, whenthe ſtrangers rhe Midianites had 
inuaded the land, that that which was not cloſely hidden, 
could not be kepr out of the clutches and clawes of thoſe ra- 
uenous cormorants : and therefore it was ſaid of Gedeoy, that 
he was threſhing wheare to hide it from the CMidianites, This 
was moſt cleere execmed in Achabs time, when hee ſought a- 
bour every where for the Prophets of God, and in ſpeciall 
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Verſe 13. ProveRB. 481 
manner for Eliah, to put both him and thereſt to the ſword, 
The ſenſe is this, when righteons men flouriſh, and are in au- 
thoritie, chere is great cquity vſcd; and therefore great glorie, 
and welfare to the people: but when the wicked are fer yp, 
there is great tyrannic and oppreſſion, and therefore great ca= 
lamicic and miſcric. 


Verſ. 13, He that conereth bis ſinnes ſhall not proſper «but. 
who ſo confeſſeth and ferſaketh them ſhall find mercy. 


H: that conereth his ſinnes, | Either by denying that euill | 
which hee hath done,orextenuating of it, or by negle- 
Ring to acknowledge it tothe Lord wich godly griefe and 
ſorrow, or by living till in ic, and continuing therein impeni- 
rently, /hall not proſper, ſhall not eſcape all plagues and iudg- 


. ments, but ſhall feele the curſes of God one way or other 


ſeazing vpon him; either Rrokes ſhall come vpon his bodie, 
and fill him with torment ; or his naughrinefle ſhall bee dere- 
Red,and ſo bring reprockrypon his name; and his eſtate ſhall 
be ouerturned,&neceffity ouertake him; or his children and 
poſterity ſhall be plagued and ouerthrowne ; or his ſoule bee 
purſued with horrours and feares ; or death with a yenomous 
Ring ſhall ſlay him, and ſo damnation, and finall deftruQion 
prey vpon him for euermore : bxt he that confeſſeth,vnfainedly 
with Chriftian remorſe and contricion, and as fully as he can, 
before God,if chey bee ſecret, or before men,if they bee pub- 
like and open, awd forſaterh them, as mitch as hee can by reſi- 
King ofthem,praying and ftriuing againſt them, and ſeeking 
all meanes of helpe by Gods word,and mens admonitions and 
counſels to yanquiſh and ſubdue them, ſhal find mercy, ſhall 
be pardoned, iuſtified,fanRified, andiinthe world to come e- 
uerlaftingly glorified : heſhall bee deliuered from the guilt of - 
them; hee ſhall bee ſaved fromthe puniſhment of them; hee 
ſhall bee affifledagainſt the violence and power of them; and 
his outward man, and his inward-man, his ſoule and his bodie - 
ſhall be preſerued fromthe venome and poylon of them : for 
coufcifion of ſinne is neceflacie for the com - 
or 


fort of remiſſion: Tob 31.33; 


Levit,26.24. 
Pal, 3 2. 


482 PROVERB. Chap.28. 
for hereby we giue glory to God; as /oſbh#aperſwaded Achan 
todoc:andh we helpe our hearts to bee the more peni- 
tent,and the better humbled for them. The oppoſition is: He 


that hideth bus finne, by refuſing to confeſſe and forſake them, 
ſhall findeno mercie,and therefore ſhall not proſper ; but hee 


| © thatlayethopen his ſinneby confeſſion, and reieRion of them, 


ſhall finde mercy, and therefore proſper. 


Verſ.14. Happie # the man that feareth alway : but hee that 
hardneth his heart ſhall fall into miſchiefe. 


H Appie is the man,| For Gods fauour,and all. comfortable 
effesthereof, both preſent and future, both remporall 
and cuerlaſting ; for enioyment of all goodneſit,and freedome 
from all miſchiefe, which feareth, with reucrence and godly 
awe to offend the Lord by breaking his commandements, or 
having faulted,tolic ſecurely in his finnes without ſpeedie hu= 
miliation and repentance,a/way, as well at one time as at ano- 
ther,noc fearing for any houre,or day,or moneth,or by firs (as 
ſome which haue an ague-like dread, now and then vpon 
them : )bur all the daies of his life, and all ſeaſons thereof ſo 
farre as poſſible : for our nature is continually trecherous, ſee 
king adnantages for the hurt of our foule and the divell go- 
eth abour like a roring Lion,that no place, nor rime,nor exer- 
ciſe doth free ys from his aflaults or icualion ; and God which * 
is alway equally iuſt, is continually beholding of vs,and of ovr 
waies: but hee that hardeneth his heart, which putteth away 
feare, and imboldeneth himſclte in an euill way, hearkening 
ynto all enticements, and the perſwaſion of ſeducers, and to 
the flcſhly diſcourſes ofhis owne mind, which may animate 
him in his luſts, andeuill defires, and practiſes, andturneth a- 


' Way his eare from thoſe which by faichtull counſell, would 


deraine him from finne,and bring him to repentance, for that 
whereofhe already fandeth guiltie, ſhall fall into miſchiefe, by 
doing of thar which will make him ridiculous, and odious to 
God and men,or ſuffering of that which ſhall be a teſtimonie 
of Gods judgement,and an intolletable burthen ypon him; for 

| | greater 


Ferſe 5.16 Pzovnr2ts 433 
greaterthen eucr he ſhall beableto beare :For of all hurrs,or 
miſeries that are incident ynto « man, before he fall into hell, 
that of hardnes of heart is abſoiurely the greateſt: for there= 
by the Lord doth puniſhhe contempt of his word, and other 
grieuous finnes:; and that isa certaine forerunner: of ſome re- - 
markable iudgement : asthe-caſe of Pharao. and otherobii- 
nate and obdurate Egyprians-doth witnefſe vnto the world, 
and ſo will doe to the worlds end, The Antitheſis is : He that 
feareth alway is a bleſſed man,and ſhall enioy goodnefle: bur 
he that hardneth his heart is in a wofull eſtate, avd ſhall fall 
into miſchiefs. 


Verſ.15. As aroring Lion andaroring Beare : ſois awicked 
ruler oner the poore people. 


| Sa roring Lion terrificth the poore beaſts with his noiſe, 

. A2nd praieth vpon them with his teeth : and as a Beare 
hunteth yp and downto ſearch them out,and teare chem with 
herpawes : /o is a wicked ruler oxer the poore people : ſo vngod- 
ly ſuperiours of all ſorts, picke quarrels at,threaten,oppreſle, 
and make ſpoile of ſuch as can make no-reſiftance :-For the 
greater any godlefſſe man is,the more ſauage and beaftly he is: 
the moreviolence and crueltic he ſheweth, the more extreame Dan.7,45. 
hurt and miſchicfe be worketh. The wicked of the loweſt de- Zeph.3.3. 
gree doe carrie as cruell hearrs,as thoſe of higher rankes and 
places, but their-power anſwereth not ynto their will : they 
are incountred and overmatched where they attempt to of= 
fer wrong and iniurie,and may.therefore be likened ro curres, 
or little dogs which hunt atter conies; 


Verſe 16, The Prince that wanteth vnderflanding, is alfo 6 
great oppreſſor : but bethat hateth conetouſnes ſhallprolong his 


1eH, 

N the former ſentence hee declared rhe tyrannie, and hard 

dealing of finfuil mightie men: and heere hee (hewerh the 
cauſcs of the ſame,and they are, loue of coucrouſnes which is- 


intimared, . 


Exced.18 21. 
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intimated;andwantof found knowledge whith isexprefſed: 
But he that hateth conetouſnes,which is not carried away with 
greedie defire of penting ſubſtance, and increafing his eſtate, 
ſhall prolong his daies, taketh the way to pleaſe the Lord, 
- for the lengthening of his lite, and tafetie againſt all ſuch 
euils as otherwiſe would indanger his life, as thoſe doe which 
accompanie and ſprivg from this finne of couetouſneſſe and 
cruclrie, l 

The Antithefis is : The Prince that wanteth vnderftanding, 
delighteth in couctouſnes : and therefore ſhall ſhorten his 
owne life : but a wiſe Prince hateth couetonſnes, and exerci- 
ſeth mercie,iuſtice,and cherefore [hall prolong his daies. 


Verſe 17. eA man that doth violence to the blood of a perſon, 
ſhall flee into the grane,and let none ſtay him. 


'E that in hatred, or rage, or for any priuate,or vnlawfull 

reſpedt, offereth violence to the blood of a perſon , doth 
ſhed blood,or take away a mans life, ſhall flee into the grane, 
make haſte vnto deftruQtion, be in perpetuall chaſe vnrill hee 
fall in it: For bloody men doe common!y liue in danger of 
life,andin horror of heart, exill ſhall hunt the violent man to 0+ 
wertbrow him ( aith the Prophet). God plagued Kain with 
rwo judgements, with depriuall of kis life: tor the Lord re- 
ſerued him ofpurpoſc to haue him hunted a while in his ſoule 
with terrors(like a Stagge,or a Hart,or Hare)before he killed 
him :and with danger of death, which he feared horribly,be- 
cauſe hee looked tor nothing in it but condemnation. And 
that is the ſtare of all his ſonnes, of whom there be many yer 
living, which may truly call him father: notwithſtanding all 
that naturally deſcended out of his loynes were drowned at 
the flood, God hath a quarrell, and innocent blood crierh, 
and will be heard, and reuenged againſt eucry murtherer, 
which preuenteth not the ſiroke of vengeance by repentance: 
eucn Kings, ſuch as eAchab, /oaſh,and others being guiltic 
hereof could not pofſibly efcapethe penalrie. He that ſhedderh 
mans bleod,by man ſpall his bleed be ſhed (faith the Lord) And 

| let 
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ter none ſtay him, let no man be —__ for his impunirie: 
Jet no tongue ſolicite for him : let no hand write for him : let 
not inferiours ſue for hispardon,and lernor Magiſtrates 

him a pardon: for they are direRly forbidden. Thive eye ſhall 
wot ſpare him: bat thou ſhalt put away the crie of innocent blood, 


that it may goe well with thee : For the land cannot be purged Dem.19.13. 


but by the blood of bim that ſhed it. 


Verſ.18, He that walketh wprightly ſhall be ſaned : but hee 
that peruerteth hy waies ſhallfall at once, 


H E that watketh wprightly| That leaderh a godly andiuft 
.conuerſation with a faichfull and fincere heart, fall be 
faxed from finne and Satan: For righreouſnes is a 'breaft-plate 


againſt the weapons of them both: from the hurt of perfecu- Pſa, 39.40. 


tions , and troubles : and from-death and damnation. See 
chap.10.9. But he that peruerteth his waies, hethat leadeth a 
diflolute and impious life, which walketh inthe crooked paths 
of fine, ſhall fall at once, they ſhall belike to thoſe that tra 
vell ina dangerous way;though faireand ſmoorh, which is to 
their liking, and contenterh-them well ymil they be ouerhead 
and-cares in 8 pit, a quickfand, or quagmire, and ſoall their 
Paine and woe will come together, and that to hisruine and. 
deſtruRion, as appeareth by the former part of the Anticheſis, 
See chap.4 19. 


Verſ.19, Hethat tilleth his land ſhall hane plentie of bread: 
but he that followeth vhe idle, ſhall hawe'ponertie enough, Sce 
chap.12.11; AAR SYCLELE 

Verſ.20, A fairhfullman aboandeth with bleſſings : but hee 
that waketh hafie tobe rich, ſhall not be onpuniſhed, 


_ Faithfull-ma» | He chat dealedh yprightly and ſoundly 
with men, andis not willing to deceive any in word or 


© 


deede, carrying himſelfe fincerely toward God, as hee tiuech 
honeſtly among his neighbours, and thatnor onely in one 


matrer; 
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486 PROVERBS. Chap.28. 
war of faithfulnes, ſhall abound in bleſſngs of all ſorts, with 

lentic-ſo farre as is expediemt-with good eſtimation, with 

inde friends, with fpirituall graces,&c. Sec chap.10.6. But 
be that baFteth to be rich, ſetting; his defire ypon wealth, and 
viingindiret mcares to compaſle ir,or is'a bondflaue ro the 
world in his workes and vocations, wherein he ought only to 
ſeruethe Lord, ſhall not be vnpuniſhed, ſhall not ho with- 
out plagues and judgements: hee maketh more haſte then 
good ſpeed in getting ſo faſt : For beſides thar, beirig ſo gree= 
die to be rich, he falleth mto ſnares, temptations, and noyſome 
tuft which drowne men in perdition, hee meeteth with croſles, 
and loflesin his eſtate in ftead of gaine and commoditie :-and 
thecad is like to be wofull, either for the loſle of goods,orthe 
lofle of his life,or the loſle of his ſaluation,and thereto polieth 
with all haſte, like as fewles flying to the prey are oft inter- 
ceptedinrtheir flight,or made to ſtay with the pellet of a ſtone 
bow,or ſhot of a pecce. eAchans,and eAchabs ſucceſſes are 
both of them remarkable,and ſuch as God would haue all po- 
ſerities to take knowledge of for their admonition, The © 
poſition is this : He that is coutented with his eftate, is 2 faith 
full man, and ſhall be rewarded with blefſings : but hee that 
baſterh to richesisan ynfaithfull man, and ſhall bee puniſhed 
with curſes, 


| Verſ.21.To haze reſet of perſons is wot good: for that mas 
will tranſoreſſe for apeece of bread. 


T3 bane refpelt of perſons is not good, Sce.chap.23.24. For 
that mar will tranſgreſſe, Gods law and mans law by 
peruerting of equity and iudgement, for « peec&of bread, for a 
{mall marter,for a thing of no importance:and what would he 
dothe for a great bribe, for much money,for hope of large ad- 
wantage & commoditie 2 He that bearerh ſo little affeQionto 
iuftice,as.that he will violate it for atrifle;how ſhall it findany 
fayour fr6 him, when he ſhal be feed againſt it with atreaſure? 
He chat ſerterh ſolighr by his ſoule, as that he will ſcll is dog 
cheape,and for a matter ofnothing ; bow willing would he be 


: Ie oh 
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to make a falethereof,andto paſſe it away vnto hell and dam- 
nation,if he might geta great ſumme of money forit? 


—_— 


Verſe 22, A man of an enill eye hafterh tobe rich, and conſi- 
dereth not that ponertie will come vpon him. 


Ae of an exill eye] A couetous worldling, a niggard, a 
churle, whois notedto be a man of an exilleye : Pecauls 
his eye doth make himto deſire other mens goods, to cnuie 
his neighbours proſperitie, and tobegrudge thoſe that come 
ynto his table, the'very meate which they eate: as appeareth 
chap.2 3.6.7. ha#teth to be rich,ſetteth his minde ypon wealth, 
and in all the hafte would be maſter of it, hoping by toyling, 
and pinching, and falſchood,and all corrupt ſhifts to artaine 
to abundance,avd conſidereth not, little thinketh,or dreameth 
that cucr he ſhall proue a begger, or a bankerupt, though po- 
uectie purſue him ſo faſt that ir is readie to tread vpon his 
heeles, See chap, 21.verl.5, 


Verſ.23. He that rebnketh a war ſhall finde more fanonr in 
the end,then he that flattereth with his tongue. 


HE that rebuketh a man|Vpon iuſt cauſe, in loue,andthe 
ſpirit of mecknes, with wiſedome and diſcretion, ſhall 
find more fauonr in the end,though at the firſt he ſeeme to blow 
the fire,and kindle the flame of diſpleaſure and batred againſt 
himſclfe, then hee that flattereth with by tongue, which doth 
ſooth men in their corruprions,and animate them intheir fin- 
full way : for plaine and Richfull dealing with'other,isthe rea- 
dieft way to procure loue'and good liking te ones ſelfe, The 
falſe prophers were wont to ſtrengthen the hands of the wic- 
ked Kings of Iſrae}, and to giue them allowancein all their 
finnes: and yet E/iſha which told them of their faults, and re- 
proucd chem plainly, was more countenancedand graced by 
thern, then all the crue 'and rabbleof thoſe ſweete mouthed 
clawbacks : for God bath mens hearts in hishands,and diſpo= 
ſerh of all their mindes and —_ _—_— | 
"MED > K an 


1,Cor.14.25, 


Prou.24.35. 


Exod.21,15, 


m—_ 


438 Pazovanys, 
and godly,his words and grace will cauſe them to entertaine 
their loving admonitiong with loue,and good acceptance: for 
they diſcerne of thy faithſulneſſe, and the benefit that acrew- 
eth yntathem by thy rebukes: if as yetthey bee nor wiſeand 
godly,yertintime they may,and thine admonition may he an 
helpe to cure them of their follie,and afſoone as they are hea. 
ted, they wil forthwith grow thankfull. Apd what- though 
they ſhould remaine peruerſe, and never bee reformed, nor 
come taacknowledge thy faithfull dealing ? yer others will, 
as we rcadein another ſearevce, and God bimfelfe will giue 
thee praiſe and commendation, as he abhorteth.thoſe that iu, 
Rific che wicked: and it is in his power to. make cuery man. ci- 
ther beloued,or hated,tq be honoured, og to be deſpiſed, 


Verſ. 24. #ho.ſa robbeth his father or bis mather,and ſaith, 
It is no tranſgre/ſion, the ſame uc 4 campaniqn.to adpftroger. 


V T Ho ſo robbeth his father or his mather,|Spoileth.them 
of their ſubſtance, & the things they hauc,avd ſaith, 
either in his mind te himfclfc, or with his tongue to.orhers, 
by way of iuſtification, it £0 trenſgrefſon, it i$4 matter of 
nothing, whartneed all theſe flirres about it ? theſe goods be- 
loog to-mee, they ſhould bee wine iv time, Ihavemy partia 
them, why ſhould I nottake ſome of them. 2.45 4 compayinnto 8 
agftroxer, is to bereckoned with, a mayſlayer, 20d iato, be py» 
niſhed with.dearh as well. a :for wropgs done. to.a, maps, 
parents are more hainous then ſuchagare offered, to. common 
5 : for ix is an. high breach, of Gods commandemens 
which.cnioyneth children to. honour qheir parents :, a0d.ik if 
be fo nee ro recs rhem,and ſo great afault rolbs.negs 
them, iz. muſt neods be.a.great indignitic, and.tca 
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Veiſ.25. He that is of « proud heart flirreth vp ſtrife : but be 
that trutetb in the Lord ſhallbe made fat. = 


HE that is of « proud beart, ] Which hath large defires of 
hohour and applauſe, and would have no preferments or 
praiſe, to paſſe by himſelfe toothers, firrerh vp frife, maketh 
quarrels,and raiſeth contentions: for that he deſpiſeth his bre. 
thren,and never thinketh himſelfe to be ſufficiently reſpeRed 
according to his worthines,and neuer at any time to be wor- 
thie of croſſes,deniall,or refiffance : for vride is the roote of all 
contentions, See chap, 13. 10. but hee that truiteth in the 
Lord, which is lowlie in his owne eyes, not repoling confi- 
dencein the fleſh,bur ip the truth, mercy, and omniporencie 
of God, ſhall be made fat, ſhall be enriched with bleſſings,and 
good proſperity, like thoſe bodies that are healthie and in 
good plight, faring well, and well digeſting their meate:; or 
rather like ynto ſheep, or other cattell, whichfeed in good pa- 
ſture, and haue a good keeper to owne them, and to looke yn- 
tothem, To thispurpoſe tendeth the whole three and twen- 
ticth Pſalme, The ſame fimilitude Malachy vieth, faying ; but 


to you that feare my name ſhallthe ſonne of righteouſneſſe ariſe, Mal.z 2, 


healing ſhall be vnder his wings,andyeſhallgoe forth as calues 
of the Pamte. Wheras on the contrarie fide,thoſe high minded 
and turbulent contenders may bee compared to wolues, and 
maſterleſſe dogges whichliue $4, wr and are drinento ra- 
uen about for all that they eate,and therfore are leane, thinne, 
and hunger-ftarued, The oppoſition is : He that # of aproud 
beart, truſteth to hiclſe tforech vp frife, and is penurious, 
and pinched with neceffity: buthethatis of an humble hearr 
_ in the Lord, delighted with peace, and fatte with 
plentie, "I 


| Veil. 26, Hethar trufterh m his owne heart is a foole : but 
be that walketh wiſely ſhall be delinered. 


JE 1har af oth in bis own heart, ] In himſclfe, orany 
thing belonging'to hints. a in his wiſedome, in' 
ſtrength, 


—_—_— 


ago 


Proven. Chap.28. 
—_— in his riches, ſpecially in his merits and goodneſſe, 
which imagineth that he hath no need of the helpe or aduice 
of others, and refuſeth co followthe direQion that is giuen by 
the miniſtery of Gods word, or the.counſell. of his. faithfull 
friends,s a foole, impious atnd wicked,abſurd, fottiſh,and;ime» 
promdent for kjmſclte: for God witl convince him of follie,by 
wfiftiog plagues vpon him for his fooliſh conceit; and fiafull 
behaujour : bat he that walketh wiſely, that prudently demea- 
neth himſelfe,according to the counſels and precepts of wiſe- 
dome,following the fame,and not the fond' perſwaſion of his 
owne mind, ſha{l be delixered, ſhall bee preſerued from falling 
into plagues and'iudgements, andholpen out o fthoſe inexe- 
crable calamities, wherewith he ſeemeth irrecouerably intan- 
gled. The oppofitien is: He that truſteth in his owne wiſedome 
& a foole, walketh fooliſhly,and ſhall both finke into, and bee 
heldfaſt in miſerie : but hee that hathno confidence in him- 
ſelfe walketh wiſely,and ſhall be deltuered, 


Verſ.27. He that gineth to the poore ſhall not lacks : but he 
that hideth his eyes ſhall baue many curſes. 


E that giueth,] Liberally and freely to the poore, to ſuch 

. A'as Aandin need, ſhallnot /acke, any thing that God ſhall 
ſee to be good,or meet for him, See chip. I. 25. and 22,9. 
but be that hideth hu eyes, from-tlic poore, ft.>m beholding 
their miſerie, that cither will'not looke vpor them in their 
wants,or di{treſfes,or not bee affefted with commiſeration or: 
pitieatthe ſight thereof: ( for ſome reſtraining their ſigh or. 
preſence;they will not arall come vnto, viſit, or ſee their bre- 
threnintheir neceſſities and afflitions :-others caſt their eyes 
ypon them;but withcur all'compaſſion, or feeling,and are no 
thing thereby ſtirred vp to beneficence, and mercy)/hall hane- 


many curſes; is ſubie&t to haue manifold plagues from the 


Ford; both before their death, and at the reſurceRion : for if 
the Lord doeſo ſeuerely puniſh. a pitileſſe eare that will not 
compaſſionately, hearken to the cries of che poore, thatthe 
partic biaſclfc ſhall crie often,'and nor bee heard, hee will no 

, FI , - more 
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more ſpare 2 mercilefſe eye, that will take no notice of the 


needs of them that are oppreſſed with ſcarcitic and famine 2 
but chat he ſhallſhew his lamentable late, and not be hojpen, 


Verſ, 28, When the wicked riſe, men hide themſelues : but 


when they periſn,the righteous encreaſe. 

T Hen the wicked riſe, | To promotion and gouern- 
V ment,they raiſe-vp ſuch tormes,that godlyand righ- 
teous men are driuen to ſecke ſhelter or'couer againſt their 
tyrannie,or outrage : as Daxid did in Sas time: as the Pro- 
phets did in Achabstime; and thoſe holy.men ſpoken ofinthe 


Hebrewes, which wandred vp and downe in ſneepe ikins, and Heb.rt, 


goate thins,inwilderneſſes, and monntaines, d:ns, and canes. of 
theearth : But when they periſh,when they dic 2{ for the death 


ofthe wicked is periſhing)orare pur out of their offices,or de. Pſal 49.10, 14, 


poſed from their dignities,or finke in: cheir eltare, therighte= 
ors encreaſe, both in number, and courage; becauſethoſe 
that through feare kept themſclues cloſe before, doe boldly 
appeare and ſhewthemſelues; They ſwarme as'\ahiue of Bees 
ia awarmeſunnic day:::they: multiply and: encreate- in cities, 
townes and'countreyes,boldly-embracing the truth, and per-= 
forming the dutics of righteouſneflethemtelues, and winning 
others tothe ſame by theirperſwaſion, and example: forthe 
deſtruction of the wicked is the good:of the Church -as it 
cameto paſſe after Hamarxs hanging : for notohely the Ieyees: 
hadencouragement,and free liberty toiſeruethe Lord, and to: 
exerciſe bis worſhip; butothers allo adioyned themfclues yn: 
to them,and embraced their religion : for itis-faid; thatrma-i 


ny of the people of the land becams Tewes., The appofition isrHieſt.s 


When the wicked riſe,the righteows hide themſelues, and are di-' 
miniſhed : $xt when they periſh, they ſhew themſclues, and are. 
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Verſ.1, Hee hu being often reproned hardeneth his necke, 
ſhall InP be deffrojea,without remedie, 


Z(@N:che former part of this ſentence the finne of 
Es .obſtinacieis reproued; in the latter,thepuniſh- 
VS+ ment isdeclared: the (inne is, that being often 

>) reproved, by Gods miniftery,or mens rebukes, 

$29.4 E 2 bardeneth bis iecke, refuſeth to ſubmit him- 
| - +1, ſolfe, (it.isa metaphortaken fromoxen, or 0- 
Perot thee reieQthe yoake which. ſhould bee put vypon 


.: !:!'ithemand will not bowrheirnecke- ynto it; ) the ſame ſimili= 


tude is ved inthepropheſic of Zacharie,whereitis ſaid; That 
they receined to hearken and pulled away the fomlder, and (top= 
d their eares that they ſhould not hteare.. The puniſhment is ; 
he ſhal ſuddenly be deſtroyed. without remedie, whereintheir 
plaguesare: uated, and made/grieuous by:three circum- 
provi Airy sohe faddemneſib? thatthey:thallcome pee 
Bina nrayares:vpotithem ;:whenthey ſhalt bee leaſt loo- 
ked for,or Feared;they ſhall ſcazeypon them ſooner then:they 
G—_— and makefirange alteration ſooner then could bee 
Qu the Lordwill not healong:tirhe in-bringingthem 
- = 19 cue mo ofmanyidaics, moneths; or —_ 
ions burbee:id anhoure; ar ſhorter 
fm ave fl quite:ourrchrow them,” Theiſecondis [2's 
5-10 rheredf, fhallbe deffreyed,; oras the (40h FIDE 
keh im peeces:it wilknot bee a ſmall. unch, bur an:heauie 
ſtroke;it will cxuſhthem; ; according 28 fairhintheſccond 
Pſalme, Thou ſhalt ge A them in peeces like a pottefs: veſſel, 
it will betheir downefall,and vtter vndoing, The third is the 
continuance,or perpetuitic of their miſery, it is without reme= 
d&#Atkeh deſperate diſcaſcqopideath it ſelfe, that can neuer be 
cured, 1ſaiah doth in like manner exaggerate this _— 
uction 


Yerſt 2.3.4 Provanns. ” —_— 


firuQion by the ſelfeſame adiunQt, or circumſtances, ſaying ; 


This iniquitie ſhall be to you as a breach that falleth, or aſwel- 14,46, 2-246-54 


ling in an high wall, whoſe breaking commeth ſuddenly in a mo- 
ment, and the breal.ing thereof ts like the breaking of a potters 
pot, which is broken without pitie, and in the breaking thereof, 
there 1 not found a ſheard to take fire ont of the hearth,or to take 
water out of the pit, 


Verſe 2. When the righteous are in authority thepeople re- 
joyce : but when the wicked bearethrule, the people mourne, See 
chap. I1.verſ. 10. | | 

3. Who ſoloueth wiſedome reiozceth his father : but he that 


keepetb companie with harlots, ſpendeth his ſubance, 
V Ho ſo loweth wiſedome reioyceth his father, | Maketh 
' Y hisparents glad thereby. See chap.10.1. Bt he that 
keepeth companie with harlots, ſpendeth his ſubſtance, conſu- 
meth all thathe hath, and commeth in thelend to beggerie. 
Seechap. 5.9. | : 
The oppoſition is : He that is wiſe, and keepeth good compa- 
vie, preſeructh his ſubFarce,and recoyceth his parents :bur he 


that keepeth companie with harlots, conſumeth his ſubſtance, 
and ſois a greefe ro his parents — 


Verſ.4. A King by indgement eſnabliſheth a land : bnt he that 
receineth gifts oxerthroweth it, EIT 621 


A Good King, ]Or ruler, by indgement,by faithfull executi. 
on of iudgement to cuery one, eſtab/;ſheth a land, con- 
firmeth his dominions in peace and proſperity: for equitie,iu- 
ſice, and good gouernment, is the maine piller, and ſtay 
of the common good of kingdomes and people: as may well 
be obſeruedin the hiſtories of the Kings of Tudah, tharallthe 
While they gauethemſeluesto ſer vp truereligion; and puniſh 
fin, their kingdomes were fafery, arid they cuer got the yi- 
Qtorie ouer their enemies: for b this meanes ſpoylersſhallbe 
fuppreſſed, the woolues and tops fhall bee reftrained from 
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worrying the flocke : the hurtfull weedes ſhall be plucked vp 
from annoying the good hearbes : and Gods bleſſing ſhall be 
powred downe for proteCtion,peace and plentie : but he that 
regeineth gifts,to peruert iudgment,and is a bribe-taker,oxer- 
throweth it, doth what in him lieth to worke the bane and ru- 
inc of the Common-wealth , vndermining the foundations 
thereof : For the finne of briberie and corruption is an abomi- 
nationrothe Lord: and therefore ſuch a tranſgrefforpulleth 
downe his judgements ypon the place where it-is committed : 
by this meanes (no place being left for right, but for gifts) 
there will be great dangers of mutinies and faions from 
thoſe malecontenred perſons which are grieued with wrongs 
and injuſtice: and hereby a window is ſer open for ſuch par- 
tialirie,and hope of impunity,thar all ſorts of finnes,the pefti- 
lence and plagues of Common-wealths, muſtneedes increaſe 
daily,and multiplie exceedingly, | 
eA King which refuſeth gifts, by indgement eftabliſheth a 
land: bat he that receineth gifts by iniuſtice,deftrojeth tt, 


Verſ.s. «A man that flattereth bu neighbour fpreadeth anet 
for his feete, | 


oo that flattereth his neigbbour | Speaking him faire 
when he ſhould reproue him, and calling euill good in 
him, frreadeth a net for his feete,laicth waite to draw him into 
miſchiefe; either by ſeeking aduantage againſt his ſoule, by 
poyſoning, and corrupting that with preſumption, pride,and 
impenitenciez or againſt his eſtate, by ſeeking aduantageg.to 
come within him , and to make a prey of him: oragainſi his 
credit,drawing himinto obloquib, and caufing him to be cuill 
ſpoken of,and hee himſelfe is like ro be moſt forward in bla» 
zing.abroad his faults, when he is priuie thereunto ; or perad- 
venture to bring him. into-danger, for,the hazard of his lite; 
when by.craftic meancs he hath gotten him into his hand. $0 
char flaztering and deceirfull friends be ſecret and hurtfulenes« 
mies.:\like fowlers who ftrew corne,or lay a baite, as it were 
in good will co give the hungrie bixds meate, when in the 

20 meane 
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meane time they lay anet, or ſera grinne to catchthem, or 
ſicke vp lime-twigges to intangle them, Almoſt all the Pro= 
phets complaine of theſe treacherous perſons: as Dawid doth 
once,and againe, and many times: and Ticah faith, They all 
lie in waite for blood,enery one hunteth bi brother with an ner; 
which is farre more perilous, and whereby they worke grea- 
ter annoyance,then if they purſued him with a ſword, which 
would be caſlier ſeene, feared, and auoided. 


Verſ.6. In the trauſreſſion of an exill man,there 1 4 ſnare : 
but the righteons doth ſing and reioyce, | 


| fa the tranſgreſſion of an exill wan] In the ſmne that an euill 
man committeth, what contentation, or hope ſocuer hee 
hath in it,and though it ſeeme vnto him neuer ſo ſafe and de- 
lightfull, yer there 55 «ſnare in it, which God in iuftice hath 
laid ro keepe him ſure, and to hold him faſtto righteous pu- 
niſhment : andthe diuell in craft doth lay itto illude and be- 

uile him,and make'a prey ofhim, His lamentable and feare- 


tull caſein this bebalfe, Bi/dad at large deſcriberh, ſaying, The 


grinne ſhall take hmn by the heele, and the robber ſhall prenaile 1ob.18.9.10.11 


againſt bim : the ſnare ts laid for hims in the gronnd, and the trap 
in the way. Terrours ſhall make him afraid on exery ſide, and 
driue him to his feete, But the righteous ſhall ſing and reiozce, 
as the pleaſures,delights,and contentments-of the wicked ha- 
uing a hooke in them to catch them by the iawes, or elſe a 
ſnareto intangle their feete, doe turne to their ſorrow and 
woe in the end: So the teares, and fighes, the ſorrowes,and 
afflitions of Gods people in all their painfull, troubleſome, 
and diſgracefull ſeruices,as the world etteemeth of them, doe 
turne ynto their comfort,and ſingular conſolation,as it is here 
argued. by the figne or effe&t of finging. Ofthis change on 
both ſides the Prophet maketh mention after this ſort, ſaying, 


Behold. my ſernants ſhall eate, andiye ſhallbe hungrie: my ſer<Efia6,13.14, 


#ants ſhall drinke, but yee ſhall be thiritie : behold my ſernants 
ſhall reiogce, but ye ſhall be aſhamed : my ſernants ſhall ſing for 
oy 


” 
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joy of heart,but ye ſhall howle for ſorrow of heart, and vexation 
of ſpirit, | 

Lks oppoſition is : In the tranſgreſſion of the wicked there i 
4 ſnare, and therefore they ſhall mourne and howle : but in 
the obedience of the righteous there is ſafetie, and therefore 
they ſhall reioyce and ſing, 


Verſ.7. The righteous conſidereth the cauſe of the poore: but 
the wicked regardeth not to know it. | ET 


T2 righteous confidereth the canſe of the poore, ] Doth 
informe himſelfe by the beſt meanes hee can of the 
Nate and equitie thereof, and knowing it, doth approue of it, 
and himſelte allowing thereof,doth labour thar righe alſo ac- ' 
cording thereto, may be yeelded ynto it: hereof ſob propo- 
ſech himſelfe for an example, ſaying, ! was the eyes to the blind, 
and I was the feete to the lame. I was a father to the poore,and 
when 1 knew net the cauſe,1 ſought it out diligently, I brake al- 
ſo the iawes of the vurighteons man,and plucked the prey ont of 
his teeth, But the vicked regardeth not to know it, hee hath no 
mindeto looke into,or defend the cauſe of the poore;willing 
he is to haue it as little fifted into, or debated, as may be, and 
when it is queſtioned and rifledinto, he would be glad to ſee 
little equirie in it, but that his complaints ſhould appeareto be 
yniuſtclamours,to theend hee might with lefſe diſgrace giue 
countenance tothe pon mans wealthie aduerſarie, and gra- - 
tifie him by patling the ſentence on his fide, 


Verſ.8. Scornefull men bring a citie into a ſnare: but wiſe 
men turne away wrath, | 


"rw ar men] Men deſperate in wickednes, which deride 
all inftrutions and goodnefſe, ſuch as haue giuen ouer,and 
ſold themſecluesto the praQtiſe of iniquitie, bring a citie into 4 
ſnare,indangerthe ſame,and be as it were authors of the ruine 
of the ſame,(or as the word will well andproperly beareit)do 

ſet 
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ſer fire on acitie,or blow it vp : though all ofthem bee not a- ;aphichh, 


gents in powder plots, yet none of them is free from conſpira- 
cie againſt Prince and people, againfi the publike ſtate of the 
Common-wealth,and cuery perticular mans forcunes, by their 
crying finnes of high contempt of God and religion, and ther= 
by incenfing the diſpleaſure ofthe Lord againſt the whole na- 
tion, For ſinfull men be dangerous and hurtfull in all places 
where they dwell: their counſel! is peſtilent : their example is 
ſcandalous, their abominations doe haſten Gods judgements 
ypon al their neighbours:But r:ghteous men turne away wrath, 
pacific the Lords diſpleaſure, and Ray the iudgements which 
are readie tofall, by their prayers and humiliation: by their 
faithfulnes and obedience: and by their whole intentiue ftu- 
die and trauell to expell finne out of the places wherethey 
dwel,and to purge away thoſe prouocations which may draw 
downe the curie vpon thern, and rheir neighbours, See chap= 
ef 242085 2G 

The oppoſition is: Scorneſull men do kindle Gods wrath, 
and thereby doe bring the city in a ſnare, and expoſe it to de- - 
RruQion : but righteous men do turne away wrath,and ther- 
by deliuer the citie fromperill. 


 Verſ.9, If a wiſe than contend with a foole whether he be ang-. 
rie,or langh,there 1s xo reſ#. | 
F a wiſe man |[ndued with vndettanding and pietie,contend 
with a foole, with a'peruerſe and"obftinare'finner, conuin- 
cihg him of his faults, or perſwaditighiim to any good,ot ina. 
ny fort Yebate the marter with him contrary to his likibg,hes 
ther the wiſe mat! be avgrie, deale 'ronghly or ſharply with 
him,or /angh,yſe more mildnes, or gentlenesin his diſcourſe, 
there is no reſt, hee gaineth no eaſe;or profit by it, the other is - 
ſoincotrigible: For they that love finne,peruert and-quarrell 
at'all'meanes thay ſhould reclaime' them fromrhe'fame : For if 
he be dealt with. in good fadnefE earneftly with's fterne and 
atiſtere cotinitenance: if waightic reaſons bealleaged, orfor- 
able ſpeechesor perſwatiots be yſcd, all this will bee reputed | 


for 
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for yncharitablenes, for iudging, for cenſuring, for rigorous 
vrging of the law : but if hee be intreated withthe ſpirit of 
mildnes, with humble requeſt,with faire ſpeech,with friendly 
lookes, with all courteous and gently yſage, this maketh-him 
the more inſolent,hethinketh that he is much feared, and they 
Care not reproue him as a man faultic : if this gentlenes be not 
this way wreſted, then it carrieth an imputation of difſimula- 
tion and flarterie, that they ſpeake him faire,and fawne ypon 
him, but loue him not, /oh» came mourning, liuing more 
trialy, and preaching more roundly then ordinarily Chriſt 
did,and him the froward companie of the Pharifies, and their 
adherents,accuſed to deale with a wicked ſpirit,and to be poſ- 
ſefſed with a diuell, Our Sauiour Chriſt was farre morefo= 
ciable and affable, hee yſed refreſhings by wine,and meares, 
after a moreliberall manner, and with greater libertic,and his 
minifterie was more lightſome and comfortable, and hee was 
taxed with epicuriſme,and voluptuouſnes, as if he had been a 
mate bothin licentiouſnes,and ſocietie with the wortt. 


Verſ.10. The bloodthirftie bate the vpright : bat the init 
ſecke hu ſoule, 


Ft bloodthirftie | Cruell men, and ſuch as are miſchie. 
uouſly minded,hate,carrie malice in their hearts, and ac- 
cordingly purſue intheir words and ations, him that is p= 
right, every one which looketh carcfylly to his Reps, that hee 
in good couerſation may pleaſe the Lord, and be profitable 
to his brethren: for rhe worſe any man is, the more maleuo- 
lent minde he beareth againſt ſuch as arc faithfull and godly. 
Itis the note of a damnable and mercilefle man, to be at dead- 
ly enmitie with any one who hath any goodnefle in him: be- 
cauſe the light of the one reproueth the darkneſſe ofthe other, 
andthe courſe of both their converſations is quire contrarie : 
and therefore Kain at the beginning ofthe world (in a man= 
ner) hated Abel his owne brother, his onely brother, and thar 
to death, Eſaws wickednefle in the Scripture offcred to our 
view, in his rancour toward plaine,innocent,and hmace 
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Jaceb : Achab profeſſed his hatred toward Elyeb : and Saul 
declared his in purſuit of David - and the enuie of the Scribes 

and Phariſees toward Chriſt, is ſcarce ynknowne to any.God 

in his decree hath appointed that it ſhould be fo, andtherefore 
it cannot be otherwiſe: for Satans brood neyer:could, nor c<- 
uer ſhall beare louingaffeQion to the ſeed.of the woman : he 
that hath aquarrell againſt Chriſt in his Goſpell, willato cer- 
rainly maligne Chrift in his members, though they were the: 
neereſt,or beſt by kindred ornature vnto him : but the inft,bur: 
the godly, and kind hearted people,whom hee calleth juſt, be- 
caule of the fruites of their righteouſnefle and mercy vill ſeeke 
his ſonle, care greatly to maintaine and defend hislife, where-- 
ofthe bloodie men would ſo faine bereaue him : as Obadiab 
didthe Prophets, whom hee hid from the violent and cruell 

hand of Achab,and [ezabel:.and Abedmelechiin ſpeaking to- 
the King in the behalfe of /eremiah, that he ſhould not bes 

afamiſhed.inthe priſon. See chap. 24. 11. 


Verſ. 11. ef foole vitereth all his mind: but a wiſe manwill 
keepe it in till afterward... 


A® vitereth all his mind,) He hath nothing in him bur: 
he will eafily bewray it : for he blazeth abroad his owne 
ſecrers, yea and his friends.counſels, intents, and affaires vn- 
ſeaſonably; and therefore hee is heere compared to an vnfru- 

gall houſe-keeper, which lauiſheth out that in a day, which- 
might ſuffice himſelfe and his familie a whole weeke : but 4+ 
wiſe man, he that hath a ftay of himſelfe, andis endned with: 
diſcretion, keeperh it-in till afterward, he containeth whatſoe- 

uer he hath wth mind, and reſerueth his ſpeech vnto the fic: 
teſt ſeaſon; that hee may. ytter it in time-and place moſt com- 
modious, Sce chap. 14. 33-and 15. 2. | 


Verſe 12, Of arwler that bearkeneth tolies, alt his ſernants- 
are Wicked. aan | 
F arwler that bearkeneth to lies, Which'admitteth theny+ - 


AAintohis cares, and giueth entertainmentto _— his: 
" OP | It; 
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heart, which isthe propane a wicked man, which maketh 
his mind and ſenſes a fincke, wherinto al the filchy channels ds 
empticthemſclues, al bs Ry wicked, delighted alſo 
to heare lies, and report them, to furfeit with the excefle of 
leafings, andfalſhood, andto yomir out the fame into theit 
maſters boſome : for euill maſters be commonly peſtred with 
leaud feruants: as was Caiphar the high Prieſt, whoſe yery 
maides and wenches were fraught with malice, 2ndreadie to 
picke quarrels whereby to intangle the Diſciples of our Saui- 
our, Andthis commerhto paſſe, becauſe Gods iudgementis 
vpon them, toplague them with ilſuders : as eAcbab was with 
the falſe Prophets: and their owne clioyce is of ſuch as will 
humour them,and ſerue theirturnes, 


Verſ. 13. The poore and the vſurer meet together, andthe 
Lordlighteneth both their eyes. 


few poore and the vſurer,] The needie and wealthie (bee 

. doth by a Periphrafis call rich menvfurers, becauſe com- 

monly vſurers are rich men, and many rich men get rheir 

goods by vſurie, or other indireQ courſes ; or haning by bet- 

ter meanes gorren. a ſtocke, doe afterwards let out the ſame 

aiſh tecacins. for vie and intereſt, The words be indifferently rranſlated,men 

of vfurics, or men of deceirs.) Meet together, cither in com- 

panie,or in tare; the poore growing to wealth, and fois made 

E:- the rich mans equall, or faperiour; or'the rich falling inro de- 

cay,and fo is becomerthepoore mans companion orinferiour: 

astravellers comming from diners, and ſomtimes'contrarie 

waies,doe meet the one wid rhe other inicheir' paſſage, or ar- 

rive atthe fame'place. The ſame ſimile'is pointed at inthe 

ſame word, though for a different purpoſe, Plalm: 85, rp. tr, 

There is a meeting alſo of ballances, when the higher ſcales 

made heauier,and finketh downeward,and the lower becom- 

meth lighter, and riſethvpward,vntillthere bee even waight-: 

Cheſed ve- letthe reader conſider which of the compariſons is the more 

emeth niph- fig; The: Land: lightonef bore thyieyes,) ginerticexch' of rhent 

gas, theirlite;. iv-boing; and vic of ſenſes; both of (e s 
r | i 


w 
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which is periphraſti ——— by the illumination of their 
eyes,and ofhearing,t &c, The illumination of the eyes- 


is ſo taken in other texts of Scripture: as in the fieft chapter of 
Tobn,and the eighth verſe : /» it (meaning in Chriſt ) was life 
end the lifewas the light of man: and inthe ninth verſe : ths 
was the trwa light he lighteneth enery one that commeth into 
the morld: and the prophet prns. for defence againſt his e- 
nemies,that his life mip Qed, and not taken away 
by their violence, a rl wry Lord tolig brew hu eyes that 


abr uet is death : the fenſe then lems one, or little Plal1; 3. 


t-from that ſentence which wee haue expounded i in a- 

ther place : the rich and the poore meet tagethher ud the Lord 
woke them both, And tendethto this purpoſe, that 
albeit an outward cſtate doe make an imparitic betweene one 
and another among men,yet ſo it doch not beforcthe Lord: 
hee createtb all; hoe giueth and preferuerh. life to all; hee be- 
ftawerthrthe benefit of fenfes-vpon alt» the abundance of the 
rich: communicatethnot this, nor the fearciry of the poore de- 
ptiuceh him. of it, 


Verſ.14. The King that indgeth the in AA throne 
foall beettabliſhed forever, gh 


He King,]]Eucry Magiſtrates buthenameth him, becauſe 
he is chiefe, aadothers:ave withourtlirones,wherewith: he 
is dignified, thet idgeth the poore. in-truoh, that defenderha. 
poore man ina iuſt cauſe: (for the Lord eſpecially reſpeGted. 


the poore inthe vſe of magiftracie, as hee commandeth inthe 


Plalane, Dos right tothe pooreandfarboridſſe, doeinftice tothe Plal82.346 


poore and needie, Dalinenthe poore and; noodie, pn 
the _ the wicked: Chod he theſe are weake, and ſubieRt 


___ <s, and. farre- vnableto-reſfiſt: the-violence of 
hemighty) —_—_ bee- elf abliſhod for ewor, his king- 
nk or ſholf continue, See 


| I 
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left to himſelfe,maketh his mother aſh 


Chbap.29. 


Verſ. 15. The rod and reproofe gine —_ : but a child 


PROVERBS: 


Jeon rod,] Stripes, or correQions giuen by the band ynto 


a child, when need and occaſion requireth it, and re- 
proofe, that is, a rebuke giuen by word, ſometimes threatning, 


or any kind of ſharpe ſpeeches, giveth wiſedome, are inſtru- 


ments and meanes to make him wiſe, by terrifying him from 
his faults, and cauſing him to looke better to his waies for 
feare of blame,and ſmart of puniſhment, See chap.22, 15. bat 
a child left to himſelfe, to follow his owne will, and doe what 
he luſteth withour reftraint, being neither chaſtened with the 
rod,nor controled with words, but fondly cockered and born 
with in all faults : as eAdoniah was by Daxid : ſbameth his mo- 
ther, is a greefe and reproch to both his parents, but eſpecially 
to his mother,whom more harper wat contemneth : and 
becauſe ſhee is commonly more acceflaric to his diflolute be- 
hauiour then the father, who can hardly abide that her dare 
ling, in his tender age,ſhould bee roughly ſpoken vnto,or 
ſharpely dealt withall, See chap. 15.20. 

The oppoſition is:The rod and reproofe gine wiſedome, and 
therefore a child well nurtured, and duly kept vnder, is an ho- 
nour and creditto his parents: but negleQot the rod andre- 
buke doe nouriſh follic ; and therefore @ child left to himſelfe, 
doth miniſter greefe to both his parents, but ſpecially hee ma- 
kethhis mother aſhamed, 


Verſe 16. hen the wicked are multiplied,tranſpreſſion is en« 

creaſed: but the righteons ſhall ſee their fall. | 
VV thewicked are mwltiplied,) Either in number,bur 
N ſpecially jn their eſtate, tranſgreſſion encreaſeth, they 
arc the morerebelljpus,and finne with greater: audacioutſnes, 
andpreſumprion: as the prophet ſaith ; fs they were enerea- 
ſea, ſo they ſinned ag ainFt me ; therefore I will. twrne their glory 
#9 ſbame. And therefore Hoſes doth liuely deſcribe the ve- 
| - nome 
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nome of ynſanQified proſperity, which maketh men fierce a- 
gainft God himfelfe, who iadiſhly like thankleſſe beaſts doe 
winſe, and ſpurne at him withtheir heeles, But Teſonrun wax-: 
ed fat,and kicked: thou art waxes fat, thos art growne thicke, Deut.z2.15. 
thou art conered with futneſſe : then he forſooke God which made 
him, and lightly efteemed of the recke of bis ſaluation, Their 
pride which alwaijes groweth as faſt as their fortunes, is a prin- 
cipall cauſe of their contempt : andtheir power ſcrueth them 
to beare out all matters without puniſhment, or refiftance 2 
when they were fewer,and had leſle,they were as tender pric= 
pics ; bur now by growth, and encreaſe of ſap,they are become 
rambles,and ſharpe thornes ; now they can doe miſchiefe by 
force and violence: now they can preuaile with othersto bee 
like vnto themſclues,by perſwaſions, by counſels, by counte- 
nance,by impunitie,and by proteQtion : but the righteous ſhall 
wo their fall, their defiruQtion and ouerthrow : as if he ſhould 
aue ſaid, thenumber, the greatneſle,and the ſfinfulnes oftheſe 
wicked miſcreants,is vyndoubredly a trouble, and feare to the 
righteous : but let them not be diſcouraged, they ſhall as well 
ſee them come. downe, as they did to riſe yp: for neither 
might,nor multitude will keepe finners from deftruction: for 
though a tree haue many branches, and great bowes, and 
firong armes, yet it is not defended thereby from the axe, 
or blaſts of thewind; and therefore God will haue his people 
ſeetheirruine; as ſometimes they ſaw the Egyptians drow= 
ned,or Haman hanged : becauſe * foo ſhould partake of com- 
fort after maty ſorrowes, and yceld vnto him the honour of 
his truth, when they behold the performance of his promiſe, 
andthe efficacie of his prouidence : and thereby the ruine' of 
impious perſons is wed the more bitterand burthenfome vit= 
tothem, when they ſhall ſeerhem to bee ſpeRators of their 
miſcrie, whoſe fall they hoped for, and whoſe happineſſe they 
maligned, DS 
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_ Verſ. 17. Corrett thy ſorneand be foal gens cbee reſt; 10a bee 
ſhallgine delight to thy ſoule, nn Go TD 


Orret thy ſonne,)] Admoniſh thy child, cither ſonne or 
aughter, by rebukes and checkes, or (if need require ) 
ſmite them with the rod or wand,according to the quality of 
the fault,and the yeeres and Rature of thy child, avd bee ſhall 
give thee reſt : wheras before his misbchauiour and euill man- 
ners did trouble and diſquietthce, now his reformation and 
amendment ſhall put an end to thy griefe, and feares, and re- 
freſh thee after thy teares and ſorrow for him, if God adde his 
bleſſing to thine endeauours: andthisis the beſt meanes that 
can bee ſed, eucn his owne ordinance for that purpoſe: for 
nurtured children, whoſe hearts God doth {mite with humi- 
liation for their faults, as parents ſmite their backe with the 
rod, or their cares with reproofes, doe (as ir were) bring a 
cheere of quietneſle ynto them, after their dread and paines: 
they ſhall need to take no thought for them after grace is 
wrought in their hearts, they may ſlcepe quietly vpon their 
beds,and put away all diſtruſtfull cogitations, and heſballgize 
delight to thy ſole, his ingenuitie, towardnefle, and vertuous 
diſpoſition will affe& thine hearr,and cheere yp thy ſpirits, for 
that bis goodnefſe which thou doſt preſently - and 
that future happinefſe which thou.doſt foreſee to remaine for 
him : for cuen as 8 ground well illed, or dreſſed, or trees well 
pruned,or looked vnto, bring forth to the husbandman ſweet 
flowers,good commoditics,and deleQable fruits : ſo the well 
gouerned child will ytter ſuch gratious ſpeeches, ſhew him- 
clfe ſo obſequious, and traftable to all good infirutions, 
and cyery way conforme himſelfe ro the contencation of his 
parents, that their ſoule ſhall have great delight and comfort 


in him. 


reſe 18. Paovens. 5og 
Ve el 8. Where there is no viſion the peopleperifs : but they 


that keepe the law ave bleſſid. . 
Ver: there is no vifion| Where there is no whole- 


ſome, and fincere preaching of Gods doArine out of 

his word:(for the meſfage ofthe Prophets was wontto be cal- 
led a viſion, ' and the Prophets rhemſelues called ſeers; ) the Toi,r x. 
people periſh,are expoſed to the greateſt cuils that can be, both 1.Sam,z.2.& 9.” 
of ſoule and body : asto infidelitie ; to ignorance; to the mo- 9. 
tions of Satan, wheieby they are drawven into iniquitie at his 
[RT to the damnableluſt, and affeQions of their owne 

earts, to impenitencie and hardnes of hearr, to the wrath of 
God, and to the hazard of endles damnation, 1n the Hebrew 
text itis faidthey are made naked, as ſouldiers among the ſhot 
and weapons of their enemies, without armour on their 
backes, (in which ſenſe it is ſaid that Saw/ propbecied all day na- 1.Sam. 19.24. 
bed )or to'people ſtripr df their garments, whercby'it commeth 
to paſſe, thitrhey are Ratned with cold in the time of winter, 
or tofted with heare inthe fommer, ard are made an obieR of 
ſhame and contemprto all that lvoke ypon them. Now the 
viſrowis faid not to be, when God hath ſhur vp the eyes of them 
that onght tobe teachers, that the Scriptures are asa claſed llaayg.y. 
booke,or ſealed letter which cannot beread, and therefore no 
ſoutid deQrine is taught by them at all :burthere; is a woeful 

fatntne of the word of God. And the viffow is faid wot to be Agos8.ir, 
when the: word is fometimes-expounded, bur not'fincetely, 
faithfully, and diligently, ſo that the people may be a ſheepe 
without aſl epheard, inthe middeft of great plenty of fuch as 
take vpon them to bee teachers : but they that hezpe rhe law, 1,9. 26, 
which conſcionably,and conflantly addrefſe themſclues tore- 
tainerhat which they Feare, ro beleus that which'is teſtified, 
andto obey that which is commangeed, are bleſſed;as cltaredm 
rhe) rotniſts of God, as inheritors of cuerlaſting glory, arid 

relenc poſſeſfors of Gods miergjes and favours, as being ſe. 
oo Frome 
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506 Proven. Chap.29. 
this is bleſſednes, and theſe are men that doe partake of it : for 
divers heare the word bur: ir. is 80-theit,condemnagzion, and 
therefore the outward ioyning of the. exerciſes of religion 
maketh not any happy, vnleflethey haue alſo their portion in 
the power thereof by the ſpirit of God, and be transformed 
into the image of Chrilt, | WY 
Thus the oppoſition is:#here the viſion faileth the people pe- 
ri,and curſedis he that hauing the lawgoth nor obey.it:.bux 
- where the viſion i5 the people may be ſaued, and bleſſedis he 
that keepeth the law, | WS > ws 


| Verſe 19, A ſernant will not be correfed by words \e for 
though he under/tand he will not anſwere. . REIGE 


Amo An inferiour, of fervile diſpoſition, a froward 
| and |tubborneperſon, will not be correfied with words, 
bare words without ſtrokes, cr other puniſhment, will nog 
ſyufficeroreforme hum, though he wnder/{avd, notwithFanding 
he apprehend what thou,meaneſt, yer he will not auſwere;either 
when heis commanded ought, he pretendethchathe hearerh 


not what is ſaid ynto him: or whena queſtion is asked of him, 


he will Rand mute, and hold his peace,our of acurſt ſtomacke: 
orthough he heare, and ſpeake, and promiſe that he will doe 
all which is giuen in charge, yet he anſ{wereth nor in this ſenſe, 
becauſe he putteth notin praRiſe.. Such ſtybborne obſtinate 
perſons adde totheir ovne miſerie, and bring burdens ypon 
_ their owne backes, which they might be freed from. 


Verſe 20. Seeft thou a man haſtre in his matters, there is 
more hope of a fooole then of hy, .. 1 _. op 4 
CEaf hes amar baftie inhie matters] One gat js carried 
aFbeadlong without aduice, or circumſpeRion, for the at- 
tempting, or managing ofhis affaires, marke hjoz.well = 
goodnotice both of him,and his ſucceiles,there 5g | 
« foole, tbey of biry,  oaxurall,, and gne 
proved ofthe laculic, and engfirok x 
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Verſes £42. Prove ns, _ 
cretion :the cauſe of this temeritie and raſhnes is ay 'ouer= 
weaning conceit of his owne wiſedome : and therefore this 
ſentence little differeth in ſenſe from the twelfth verſe ofthe 
26,Chapter 7 


Verſ.21. He. that delicately bringeth wp his ſernant from 4 
childe, ſhall hane him become as his ſonne at length. 


Hz: that delicately bringeth vp his ſernant| Which make 
too much of an vnworthie ſeruanr, by lifting him vp to 
offices, whereof hee is incapable, and altogether vnfic for the 
place : or cloacheth him with apparell 66 Cle for his degree': 
or feedeth him too daintily to the nouriſhment of his luſts : 
or giueth him too large allowance for his expenſes : or ſuffe- 
reth him totake roo much eaſe : or victh him with ouer grear 
familiaritie, from hi youth,from his firſt beginning along ſea- 
ſon after,that doth not intime take him downe,and make him 
learneto know himſelfe better, ſhall haue him become :s his 
fonne at length, ar length hee will take Rate vpon him, and be= 
come a young maſter in the houſe, after an inſojent and arro- 

ant manner, as if al theſe fauours were due vnto him of right: 
o vngratefull he will be vnto his matter, as that he will thinke 
him bound to preferre him; and ſo imperious ouer his fel= 
lowes,as that hee will thinke hee may domineere over them; 
and ſo malapert to the children ofthe familie, as that hee will 
make himſclfe to be their equall : For the more kindly wicked 
men be dealt with, the more vnthankfull and inhumane they 
ſhew themſelues, 


Verſe 22. en angrie man ſlirreth vp ſtrife,and a furious 


man aboundeth intranſ, preſſion. 


A N angrie man ſtirreth vp ſtrife. See cap.15.18.4nd a fu- 
riow man which ſuffereth himſelfto berranſported with 
rage & indignation, which'is weddedro his pafſi6, as a ran is 


to his wife : (for ſo much may the originall word import) 4- bagnal che» 
bonndeth in tranſgreſſion, being inflamed with wrath, hee not wah, © 


only breedeth contention, but bringeth foorth an-number of 
s Ll 3 finnes 


Plalg.53. 


P 
5os8 Provenss:. .: Chap29. 
fingegof ſfundrie forts': he curſerh;he ſweareth, he reuileth, he 
flandererb;he enuierh,he murmurerh,be fighterb,and is readie 
alſo ro commit murcher, and many in that moode ſpare not to 
ſhed blood, and lay violent hands ypon thoſe whom they 
deale with. 


Verſe 23.4 was pride ſhall bring him law: but bonoxr ſhall 
vphold the humble in ſpirit. 


'A Mans pride) Eithgy lurking in his heart, or exprefſed by 
word, deede, countenance, apparell, and ſuch like, ſhall 
bring bim low, ſhall be a cauſe of his abieion and debaſe- 
ment,where he was before of higher eſtate and great eflima- 
tion: bt honour ſhall vphold the humble in ſpirit, good eteeme; 
and credir, due praiſe and commendation, good plentic,and 
ſufficiencie of maintenance, and (if it- behooffull for him, and 


' may ſtand him in ſtead ) offices, dignitics, and meete prefer 


ments, ſhall vpho/d,raife vp, and keepe vp the humble in ſpirit, 
fuch as are of lowly mind,and ſecke leaſt after either praiſe or 
promotion, See chap.11.12.and 15.33.and18.12, 


Verſ.24. Who ſo is pariner with a theefe, hateth his owne 
ſoule,and which heareth carſing,and bewraieth not, rei] 


vv Ho ſo # partver with a theefe, Which maketh himſelf 
acceflary vnto his ſtealth,or robbery,cither by coun- 
ſell,or conſent : or by receiving of ftolne goods : or by con- 
cealing of thoſe whom he knowethto be offenders in this fin, 
hateth his owne ſoule, dealeth as euill with himſelfe, as if hee 
had a quarrell againſt his owne life and welfare, by makin 

kimſelfe ſubietro danger of law, to infamie, and to the Af 


* pleaſure and curſe of God,in as much as theeues and robbers 


ſhall not inherit the kingdome of God, And the Propher pro- 
ucth the diſſembling Iſraelites to be liable to ſuch a ſentence, 
asſhould be denounced vpon them atithe iudgement ſeate: of: 
God, and accordingly executed : becauſe when they ſaw « 
theefe they poneNs with bim, eAndhe which heareth curſing, 


and 


. = 

vaſes. Paovarns. ; ' Fog 
ard bewraieth it wot, inthe like caſe is he,andan enemie alſo 
ynto his owne ſoule, which hzareth curſing, in' whoſe cares 
blaſphemies, ſwearing, bitter;malitious,or any mariner of in- 
ormous ſpeeches are vttered,and hee declareth ir nor, neither 
reprooueth the partie ſo'faultic, although hee be ſuch a one 
whos it is wiſedome to admoniſh, and it well becommeth 
him-ſo to do, neither informeth-any other who may be a Phy- 
ſitianto the partie delinquent, and miniſter medicines vnto' 
him to cure his ſoule. And therefore after this mannerthe 


Lord doth cenſure this finne in the law +: /Fany ſeule heare the Levir.s.r, 


voyce of ſwearing, and:is a witnes Whether be hath ſcene it, or 
knowne of it,and doe not vtter it, be ſhall beare his iniquitie. Si- 
lencethen keptin ſuch caſes cauſeth men to incurre the re- 
compence that is due to other mens offenices,as themſclues 
by bearing with ther, and winking at then, have intangled 
themſclues withthe guiltines thereof,and ſo make themfelues 
obnoxious ynto them. þ | 


Verſ.25. The feare of 4 man bringeth him into a ſnare : but 
he that truſteth in the Lord ſhall be ſafe, 
”= feare of a man] Not the ſpiritual feare, and ſonneliks 

reuerence of God with dread to doe ought that may dil- 
pleaſe him': Forhappie is he that feareth alway :'nor the natu- 
ral feare of dangers and troubles, ſo long as ir keepethin.com- 
paſfe, and is fanified by the ſpirit'of God : bur thatflaviſh 
and gowardly feare, that dafterfines'bf heart which Tpringeth 
from infidclirie, and either detaineth a man from performing 
his dutie, and thrafteth/him on forwards, to the doing of thar 
which is vnlawfull, bringeth bim into'z ſnare;"ifito- great pet- 
plexitics,and difirefles, and ſometimes into great dangers and 
miſthiefes: fot the want of Chriſtiari'f&tritude 1bethoffh 
and hvrefull; This'cortipHint doth Hycmah ithake 6f the iln- 
pious caitifes of his'time:7h&# bend their tongues like a bow for 
_ phe no ConVage for the tvurh: _— eAbrahitni and 

ſack bepan'to bee wn 3734 with' this? thei! feerewerEpre- 
ſetitly in Re aba Ia gtliGfowncwilts/andafttr 
FIOn? Ll 4 a ſort 


FIG . '  ProvanBy; Chap.2g. 
a ſort proſtituting them, or at leaſt expoſing them tothe yn- 
chaſt cyes and powers of heathen Princes. ; And in what a 
plight was Dauid.ar Gath; when hee was ouertaken. with: it, 
who vpon ewo wuch timiditie, ad diftruſt of Gods prote- 
Rion, avoided the land of Iſrael, and caſt himfelfe intothe 
Philiftims hands, among whom hee was brought into miſera- 
ble ireights,being driuen to counterfeire madnes,and to pla 
-the part of a lunatick agd frenticke perſon, as if hee had been 
quire beſides himlelfe? And Peters example was memorable, 
who.lecting. his courage to fall from him, and fearefulnes to 
poſſcfie him, was well ncerevanquiſhed by feeble ſouldiers, 
tne porters at gates,a:id baſe perſons,a woman, a girle,a con- 
temprible wench, made him ro yeeld vp his weapons, and to 
yeeld himſelfe (as it were) capriue into their hands, they com= 
pelled himro lye, ro ſweare, to forſweare, and to abiure his 
own maſter, who not many. houres before he promiſed boa- 
ſioglyto die with, But be that truſteth in the Lord,the perſon 
whictiis ſecure of the good will of God, which conſtantly ſuf 
fereth affliQtions,and as a valiant ſouldier of Ieſus Chriſt pro- 
ceedeth in well doing, ſhall be ſafe, and ſure vnder the Lords 
defence : he will be as an highrocke vnto him, and for a to- 
wer and cafile, fo. that:nothjng ſhall-touch ſuch a one ro-doe 
© OPT? | 

_J he oppoſition ſtandeththus: A mans feare doth bring hins 
izt04 ſnare, and hee that hath not bis confidence in God ſhall 
be:indapger: but the boldnes of a wan doth preſerue his hi- 
bertic,angbe rbat tyuSteth inthe Lora ſpall be ſafe. ; 


Ld 
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Verſ.26. any ſceke the fanour of a-ruler : but every mans 
medgement is from:be Lord... . Io wap} chat 


A A An forks rhe favars. of a ruter,] Many imployall their 
Mazee: A poſſible pacanes to T2 Magi- 
 firate made. for them jn their ſuites-and queſtions, Sce chap. 
19.6, But every nagns mdgement, the ſentence whichthe Ma- 
iſtic ſball paſſe ypon.cucry maps cauſe, whether it bee to 
G him, gr ro-calt-hin & of the Lord, pho bath decreed 
? | waat 


f. 


Verſe 27» ProvarBs: | $I 


what ſucceſſe euery man ſhall finde, and direQeth the Magi- 
ſtrates mouth to pronounce the ſentence, which his proui- 
dence bath appointed to bee giuen ; and howſocuer man may 
be corrupt in ating of that which he hath dererimined; yet his 
proccedingis abſolutely iuſt and righteous, Pilate condem- 
ning. Chriſt to death, paſſed as wrongfull a ſentence as ever 
proceeded out of inans mouth ; and yet our Sauiour told him, 
whatſoever he ſhould be able to doe againſt him was aſſigned 
bim from aboue,and the Lord had fore appainted it, 


Verſ.,27. The vninſt max £5 an abomination ts the inft and he 
that i vpright is an abomination to the wicked, 7 


FI He vninft may t an abomination to the inſ#] The iuſt doth 

iuſtly abhorre the vngodly, nor in reſpect of their per- 
ſons, but for;and according tortheir deſerts : becauſe they ore 
Gods enemies; & aduerſaries both to their ſoules, and to the 


whole Church, and bring plagues and iudgements ypon the Palr3g.as, 


whole nation : and what fellowſhip can there bee berweene 
righteouſnes and vnrighteouſnes ? or of the ſeede of the wo- 
man with the ſeede of the ſerpent ? On the contrarie fide, he 
that is vpright.thar leadeth an vpright and holy life, x a» abo- 
winationto the wicked, hated of him with great deteſtation,but 
vniuſtly, and without all deſert: for there is cauſe rather of 
loue, and kinde affeQion. But hence ariſerhthe quarrell, that 
the vpright mans workes are good,and hiseuil}: and becauſe. 
the vpright man will not runne tothe ſame excefle of rios 
with him : and becauſe hee will either aRually or yocally re- 
prone his Gnnes : and becauſe his heart is affrighted,and rerri= 

ed with the preſence and companie of the ypright: and be- 


cauſe the vprightand godly man is not ofthis world. See the Ioba.19, 


tenth yerſe of this Chapter, 


o 
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Verſe 1. The words of Agnr the ſonne of [aketh,enenthe pro- 
phecie the man ſpake concerning [thiel,cxen [thiel and Veal. 


ESE He ſentences of Salomon were determined, and 
ST ended in the former Chapter : vato which are 
vi 1453 adioined the writings and ſayings oftwo other 
SE) 1.9) holy perſons inſpired by the holy Ghoſt, and 
SD IIETHEAs vnited in one volume with them : namely eA- 
g#r, to whom this Chapter is aſcribed, and Zathſheba Salo- 
mons mother, which vttered the words of the next,in this pre= 
ſent chapter : firſt the Scribe, penman, or author thereof vnder 
God is deſcribed : ſecondly the matter of it is propounded : 
the penman is deſcribed onely by his name and relation, hee 
was eAgsr the ſonne of /aketh. The matter is propoſed firſt 
more generally being termed words : ſecondly more ſpeciall 
it is called a prophecie,that is,ſacred words, holy ſayings, ſuc 
as Gods owne ſpirit did diQtate; which proceedeth not from 
his owne wit, wiſedome, not learning, or any priuate motion 
of his owne, but as hee was direed bythe holy Ghoſt: and 
thirdly, more particularly inthe ſeuerall points and branches 
of the ſame, andthoſe bee of three ſorts: whereof ſome are 
euangelicail doQrines touching: ſaluation, to the ſeuenth 
yerſe: ſomeare requeſts to Godin way of prayer,to the tenth 
yerſe : and ſome are proiniſcuous ſentences,as precepts, com- 
plaints, threatnings, and parables touching many matters. 
Now touching faluation, and the fpirituall life : in the firſt 
place hee declareththe author, worker, and foundation of it 
ChriR, tothe fifth verſe: in the next hee ſheweth the meanes 
wherby the ſame is to be attained ynto,inthe 5. and 6,yerles, 
Concerning [thiel, our Sauiour Chriſt is here ſet forthynto vs, 
firſt by the vnion of his natures, that being eternall,& migh- 
tie God with his Father, hee is alſo man with ys. For /thielis 
equiualent 


Verſe 2.3. ProvaRsey. | $23 
equiualent to /mmannel, ſauing this that /mmmannel fignifieth 
Godwith vs, and Ithiel by a necrer application, God with me : 
and the ſame word doth alſo argue his attribute of goodnes, 
his gracious preſence,according ro the ordinarie phraſe of the 
Scripture : as was the conference betweene Gideon and the 


neell,7The Lord 5s With thee thou valiant man (ſaith the one) Tudg 6.12.13. 


A 
If the Lord be with vs, why s all this come vpon vs? (faith the 


other) Feare not (faith the Lord to his Iſrael by the Prophet) 1(ai.4 35. 


for [ amwith thee. Andafter that by his omnipotencie and po- 

wer, whichis the meaning of the word cal, although not- 
withſtanding both /thie/and it doe ſomewhat varie from the 
common forme of words of their compoſition, and deriua- 
tion : For it pleaſeth che wiſedome of God in this place to vſe 
them after a ſingular manner, and fitteth them for the repre- 
ſentation of his ſonne,as.if they were his proper nartes. 


Verſ.2. Surely I hane been bratiſh ſince [was a man, neither 
& there the undertanding in me that was in eAdam. 

Verſ.z. [neither learned wiſedom, nor knonne the knowledge 
of holy thmgs, | | 


Has magnified the competencie and all.ſufficiencie of 
Chriſt to be a Sauiour, inreſpe& of his natures as well 
diuine as humane,and of his goodneſſe,preſence with his, and 
infinite power, hee commeth to take knowledge of himſelfe, 
and of his owne inſufficiencie, and propoſeth himſelfe therein 
as a paterne to all mankinde,of the great defacement of Gods 
image in him,and of diſabilitic by ary wiſedome of his owne, 
to compaſle his owne faluation:to the end that it might ap- 
peare whatneed and vſe he hath of a Mediatour : Surely [ haze 
been brutiſh ſince [was a man: as if he ſhould haue ſaid, Iris a 
thing very cerrtaine, and neceflaric to bee knowne and obſer- 


ued,that T,andall men are beaſts by onr owne knowledge, andin Terex0.14. 


this Rate haue I ood at cuer (ince I was conceiued, and eue 
mans elſe fince Adams fall, inreſpeQ of our fleſhly condition, 
and corporall generation, »either js there the underſtanding in 
me that was in Adam, that depth of rare knowledge, and _ 
mirable 


1 
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mirable wiſedome which was in Adam in the ſite of inno- 
cencie,and before hee tranſgreſſed the holy commandement 
of Gad,and was neucr fince found either in himſelfe, or in any 
of his poſteritie :»either bawe I learned wiſedome, that heauen- 
ly and celeſtiall wiſedome from any of the wiſe or prudene 
men of this world : for it is hidden frem them all, nor krowne 
the knowledge of boly things, 1 haue nor by mine owne wit, 
by the light of reafon,or by any naturall faculties of my minde 
pierced into the deep myſteric of ſanQified and ſauing know- 
ledge : For indeed fleſh and blood reueileth not Chriſt ro any 
man : buttheſpirit of God onely working by his word. 


Verſ.4.#ho bath aſcended vp into beanen ? who hath gathe- 
red the winde in his fills ? who hath bound the waters in a gavr- 
ment ? who hath eſtabliſhed all the ends of the earth ?* what « his 
name,or his ſonnes name,if thou canft tell me ? 


H* proceedeth till to debaſe himſelfe, and all the world 
beſides, both for ignorance and debilitie, and maketh 
therein a compariſon berweene God and man, detractin 

from the one, and aſcribing to the other the glorie and uraife 
of ſupernal{ matters, and this hee doth by way of challenge: 
1 ho (faith he) bath aſcended ints heanen? beſide him. that is 
Ithiel,and Ycal,that he ſhould be there informed in the ſecret 
of Gods will,or deſcended? that he might tell vs what things 
he hath ſeene,or heard :inthis ſenſe our Sauiour ſaith, wo mar 
bath aſcended into heanen, but he that hath deſcended from it, 
tbe ſonne of man which is in heauen. Truc itis that Paul,and 0- 
ther haue been wrapt vp thither, but yet not of themſclues, 
but by God,and withall the things which they ſaw were yn- 
utterable, Yho hath gathered the wmde in bu fiſts ? who doth 
hold the.wind in his fand that it blow not,and letteth it looſe 
when hee will ro breathe out ſtrong and violent blaſts, who 
bath bound the waters in a garment? As if hee ſhould ſay,Is it 
not God onely which keeperh the waters in the cloudes,and 
hath incloſed them in an narrow compaſle, as it were wrapt 
yp ina veſture, which hee may fold yp, or ler out at his owne 
pleaſure? 


Feſt 5. Provanss. | $15 
pleafure,? for doth t belong to manito appoint drought,'or 
ifture,to duild 


moiſture,co build vp:-the clowes,or ifſolue them inco raine? 
who hath /bedihe endrofchecarth'? by Whoſe appoints 


.ment is it, that the earth; and all the: coſts thereof remaine ſo 
firme, and ſtable, js itby the yertue of mans hand or comman- 
dement what & 455 name: ?\ canſt thou-name'a manrhat can 
performe theſe things®whut 2 'b4 fonnes name? heiſpraketh 
this accqrdingto-the cuſtamervf;the Iewes,who viedto/make 
men knowne accordingto:their kindred: as: Ifatiah the ſonne 
of Amos: Danidihe ſonne of 1ſþai; ſo alſo Aſs bis ſonne; Tehv« 
ſhapat bis ſonne, [thoram h1:i ſoune, name his ſonne; meaning 
tharthexe is. not aman.cohefoundin any familieor kindred 
ofthe world, that is able zo- performe; theſe things t:and/all 
theſc latter demands ate brought in-for:amplifications ofthe _ 
firſt queſtion, and that by a moſt:elegant; gradation,:for rhe 
ereQing of mans imbecilitie ; as if he foul baue ſaid; Is man. 
able rq mount-yp into heaucn, to be'a companion of God in 
his counſels ?nay' he is nox/ able. ſo much as!to gouerne the 
windes in_che aire ; nor: to-order the waters in the' loweſt 
clowdes:nor to.adde-theleaſt Rabilitic roxhe earth, which we 
tread ypon; and therefore both I,and all thar.will-atraine vnts 
bleſſednes, muſt goe out of our ſelues, and ſeeke our helpe in. 
Tthiel and UVcat, being that fonne- of Ged\whom no'man 
knoweth bur the father, neither doth any'manknow'the fas 
ther but he alone, and ro whom he. will reueile him, he is the Matth.12-26, 
true Meſſiah, , »att3in "of \ ER EIA 0 EE OM 


r 


Verſe 5.. Enery word of God 1s pure, he ic a ſhield to them 
that truſt in him... : Wo Wer: bal 1197-31 71 
T He meanes.whereby ſaluationiis rs berobtamed;'vnd' 

'. Which confixme 4 man 4n the afſured{hope thertofy are 
three: the frſtis che molt perfe®t andabſoJurs word of God, 
in the former clauſe of this verſe: the ſecond isfaith;affiance in | 

God, d epFngaace'ypon him} in the laitehchalife of this 
wi thigdis che ganſcience, and-motl dyrifull fegard of 
BIA OREN RAIL De faithfully odſorucd: without our 

* 38/714. . |  owne 


es. | 
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awvnemintures ſes tPA yerſe: Conyeh word-of Ged & 
e,euery pertandipartic s reuclled will pwye, rue, 
Tl hol and free Fo albooki Ce aibiolies bache fit- 
uer that hath bin many times refined in the fire;this is that 
word of grace, of that theſſage of ſaluation, whereby Chrift 
dothexercife his gaodnes towards ys,'and maketh his power 
effcQuall in vs, her <fareld torthem that traſt in him, to the 
faich which he requireth, heperſwadeth vs by a forcible cauſe, 
the prouident care of God for the ſaluazion, and fafetic ofhis 
people, which heilluftrateth.by a comparifon of bodily armes 
of defeace,and therefore he is called 8 ſhie/d,or buckler, which - 
a man:lioldeth out againftthe weapons of his enemies, and re> 
ceiveth che arrowes,: the ſtrokes, the-darts; the billers; the 
ſhot, which otherwiſe would pierce thebody;ffay;orwonnd 
it :andrherefore a good man can never be, hurt by the'dinelf, 
andhis ſouldiers, ſo long as the Lord is not battered nor picr- 
ced: ifhebe improgoableghcy arcinfſafetic : iftebe invinci- 
ble,chey can neucr boe: deſtroyed; The ſubieRt of this pro- 
teQiongbe perſoos preſerued by him, arethoſe that caſt them- 
(clues ypon him, and fiedfaſtly repoſetticir confidetcein him, 
See Chap.29.29, SLUTS. aid 


\; Venle 616A dde not to: his words beſt he reproens thee, ang 
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thing againſt the will of God reuciled to thee, by equal- 
lizing ajens words with ic; and dignifying the fruites ofhu- 
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thatin a double reſpeQ: the one wy Is, themſelues ynto 

rebuke; doenor this eff he reprone ther, av chitying thee with 
arrogancy and greatpreſumprion: and the othet thas they'b6- 
wray their owne falſhood, /eff (faith he) rhow be found a her, 
in affirming thar whichis yoid of truth, and egregiouſly con- 
trary vnto it, and ſo ſhalt thou haue the true God to- diſcouer 
thy lies, and with iudgements ypon thee (ro thy confuſion,) 
auerreand juſtific hisowne diuige veritie : and the fame is the 
condition of theſe , which contrarily diminiſh any part of 
Gods word,and attempt to take away ought from that which 
he hath ſpoken, or writren , againſt his precept, and ftri& 


charge, /hatſoener 1 command you take heede to doe it, thow Deutg12, 32, 


Joalt put nothing thereto, nor take ought therefrom. 


| Verſe 7. Two things hane I required of thee, deny them me 
wot before I dye. : 


bf he prayer of Agur,though it be briefe, confiftethyer of 
| & rhreeparts,as we ſhall ſce in order; the firſt is a preface 
and entrance thereunto: Two things hane I required of thee, 
wherein this holy man of God'in humble manner ſheweth yn. 
to him, that he earneſtly defireth athis hands two things eſpe- 
cially, as moſt needfull for the ſaluarion of his ſoule, the dif< 
charge of his dutie, and good eſtate inthislife : for — 
he begged many otherthings at Gods hand; yet hee did fre- 
quently, and fervently crave rheſe rwo as matters of great im= 
portance, and ſuch as made way for innumerable other par- 
ticulars, and theſe hee' defireth to obraine, and inioy before 
he de, during his life , and even yneill his laſt breath; 
this he doth, for that the well knew; and conſidered if God 
ſhould withdrawhisfauout and grace from him but for a mo+- 
ment. his eftate would be yery miſetable. 


Verl.8 
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;; Verſe 8., Renone from me vanity. and lies, gine me neither 
powertia wor riches, feed me with food.conmentent for me. .... : 


To" ſecond part of this prayer ſtandeth in the ſuite that he 
. &L maketh, the peticions that he purteth vp toGod, andthe 
principall chings which be ſupplicateth for : whereof ſome of 
them concerne the {onle, as grace againſt his finnes: and ſome 
the body, as moderate maintenance for his eſtate, Remone far 
fromme (laith he) vanitie, and lies, that is to ſay, keepe me b 

thy holie ſpirit fromall yngodlines,and vnrighteouſnes, whic 

is varity, and eſpecially from hypocrifie, and telling of yn- 
truth, which is a double iniquitie : thoſe. of this kind which I 
haue formerly fallen into, remit, and pardon, and for the fu- 
ture dayes of my life, proteR, and defend me againft the do- 
minion, power, and venome of them,and cauſe that ſo oft as I 
fault, I may bepurged from them by ſound and hartie repen- 
tance. This bis requeſt is very much agreeable to thoſe periti- 
ons whichour Saviour hath taught vs to make: Forgine vs our 
treſpaſſes : leade vs not into tempration,but deliner vs fromenill, 
Giue we neither poxerty, nor riches, after ſpirituall graces hee 
craveth corporall bleſſings, defiring a mediocritie therein, e» 
uen ſo much as is needfull, meete, and yſcfull for him ; and 
therefore maketh a dreprecation againft extremities, over lit- 
tle, or excefſiue much, gine we neither ponertie nor riches, ſuffer 
me not to-be oppreſſed with penuxy, neither yet to carrie roo 


| heauic a burden of proſperitie;let me not ſinke intoindigency, 


and ſo be made miſerable with want, neither let me ouerflow 
withroo luxurious an eſtate, and ſo be corrupted with ſuper 
fluitie, feed we with food connerient for me, that is to ſay, be» 
Row vpon me that portion which thou as my _beauenly father 
haft curout for me, andappointed inthy decree to be conue- 
nient for my body, and for my ſoule, and no hinderance, bur 
a furtherance to me inthy ſeruice.Itis more forcibly propouns 
dedinrhe ori _- rext, then doth appeare in the tranſlation ; 
for the Lord therein with his adminiſtration, and prouidence 
is comparedto the damimes of yong creatures, whoſe _= to 

ring 


» 


. 
% 
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bring:meate; (or as the word ſighifyeth) a prey vnto them, Hatriphens 
a 1 ah ee any Fix rand rhis is wo 
better, then to haue their neſts, or holes full of meate, lying chukks. 
vnnecefſfarily by them: and likewiſe he is reſembled to wiſe, 
faithfull; and iuſt maſters, ahd-Capraines, which yeeld a ſer al- 
lowance, orordinatywyhto.their people, or-ſouldiers; which - 

ſhall be very ſufficient for them,and which they may vndoub. 

tedly conclude to haue'miniftred tro them in due time, without 

any fayling, and therefore they are in berter caſe, then if it lay 
moulding, or corrupting by them many moneths before they 
\needic,and{hould.be among their car;iages, wherewiththey 
ſhould: weary:themſelucs in-their oft» remoueals. from one 
placeorgountrie toanother, Andthisisall one in ſenſe with 

that otherpetition in the Lords prayer, give vs this day our 

daily bread,and it hath alſo the ſameextent that that hath,con- 
taining vnder bread or food all corporall bleſſings, or whatſo- 

euer things be cxpelient-for 2 mans welfare touching this 

life, MUST TELTETISY CT 


: » Verſe 9. Leſt-I be full;and deny ther jandfay tho is the Lird: 
or leſt I be pocre-and ſteale, andtake the'name of my God in 


"TT Hethird is a conficmationofhis petition, which he made 
. & Fat.competencie, withourthoſccextremitics and the noy- 
ſJomerfetsthat willinſuefronvenherbfrthem; and tharis on 
the onefide impious, and execrable contempt of God;and oi 
the other ſide, finful,ſcandelous;and offenſiue ſhifting,/eſt I be 
full,;exceed in riches,or.be too highly aduancedto honour and 
pramation;or haue more then'enough of the.onewardrthings, 
which the world doth ſymuchadanre, aud'Jesy thee} to take 
authority, orbearerule ouer me, or to give precepts for ry 
Wayes : eſpecially when thy wort preſcribethioughr againſt 
my carnall Iufts, and fleſhly will, and ſay, by the contemptu- 
ous thought of my heart within my ſclfe, orby blaſphemous 
ſpecches.to others, or byche enn— fmy' diflolkuce, ir= 
regylar, orprefiumptuous bebautioitr,- ike iope LoedtharT 
igu79 Mm ſhould 
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> ſhould feare him; that I ſhould obey him, thac I ſhould re- 
 fraine frommine owne pleafing, and ſwerte delights, to doe 

him feruice : for fulnes is very infeſtuous to religion, and ro 

humilitie, and to achriſtian conuerſation,cuen in Gods owne 


Deur, $.12,r 3. People,ſaying, Beware thar thow forget not the Lord thy God, 
ew” "4. got keeping bis commandements, nor his lawes, which I coms- 


mand thee this day:le}? when thou haſt eaten, and filled thy ſelfe, 
«nd ſhalt build goodly houſes, and dwell therein, and thy beaſts 
ard thy ſheepe be increaſed,thine heart br lified vp,and thow fore 
get the Lord thy God, which brought thre out of the land of E- 
gyþt,ont of the honſe of bondage. Or leſt I be poore and ſtealt and 
take the name of my God in vaine, leſt famine, and pinching ne» 
cellity do draw me firſt ynto theft,and afterwardinto. , 
diſhonouring thee by my fraudulent and ynconſaonable 
chetings, orother vnrighteous courſes. 


Verſe 10. eAccuſenvt « ſervant tobu maſter, l:ff be curſe 
thee and thou be found guilty, | 


Conſe not a ſernant to his ma//er|Complaine nor falfly or 

raſhly withour cauſe, or neceſfirie, if eafter meanes ma 
ſerueto reclaime, and reforme him, though he ſhould be faul- 
* tie:for itis a worke of cruelty to inbitter gouernours againſt 
cheir ynderlings : it is as vnfic fora man fo to doe, as it 
misbeſeemeth him thac is mercifullto play che prankes of a 
falſe and malitious Doeg:and who would gealc like tharwho- 
riſh mifires of /oſeph. co expoſe a harmeleffe lambe ro the 
paves of a roaring Lyon? For fuch a one ſhe attempted to 
make Potipber to be,by kindling in himthe rage oficloufic, by 
her falſe ſwggeſtions,and helliſh calumniations. The enemies 
of Shadr ach, Mefbach, and Abednego, are perpetually infa- 
ous by thiskind of treacherous.fycophancie : and when will - 
the reproch ofchat curfed Hames come to anend, who by his 
virulent:conguetracJuced awhole nation, and the be(tnation 
of all the Kings. ſubieRs, inucighed A/-erofh to preſcribe 
them all, aad deftinate them to a bloody maflacre ? If it be ſo 
haccfullathing co make diuifion among brethren —_— 
FADE 7 | TE equals, 
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equals, as that God hath them in great deteftation which vſe 
it; how much more is it abominable to imbitter one that is 
mightic, againſt him thar is ſo feeble, where there can be no 
xefiſtance,nor proteRion.to bring poore helpeleſſe perſons(as 


- it were)tothe {laughter houſe, or torture? Leſ# he eurſe thee, Exod. 22.29, 


leſt by his prayer vnto Gad he draw downe a curſe ypon thee, 
from him who is the defender, and reuenger of the poore, and 
ſo he plague thee with ſome liroke from his owne hand; or he 
giue thee ouer to ſome ſuch offence, as the court of iuſtice wil 
take notice of: or puniſh, and bring tolight ſome former miſ- 
behaviour of thine, whereotrhou peraduenture by this poore 
ſeruants information or teſtimony ſhall be conuited:forrh 
thatare accuſed, are wont to publiſh all the evill they know 
by their accuſer :this kind of recriminatien is frequent and 
common, 


Verſe 11. There « ageneration that carſeth their father, 
awd doth not bleſſe their mother, 


| Pagehs crooked & wicked generationoffinners (asit were) 
inthis verſe, and the three next, arc yoked rogether, and 
deſcribed. The firſt ftocke is of thoſe that are notable rebels, 
who curſetheir father, and mother, and blefſe them nor, the 
ſamething being repeated negatiuely by the contrary : of this 
ſort are all ſuchas riſe vp againſt them rhar are in autbority, 
and namely vngratious hilaren, who not onely inheartde- . 
ſpiſe their parents, and wiſh cuil] vnto them:bur with ceuiling, 

or other malapert ſpeeches abuſe them to their faces, or with 
murmurings, whiſperings, or other words of contumelie,de- 
praue them behind their backes. Ir is a great finne tovilifie 
any, be he neuer ſo baſe or meane a friend:but to defame, and 
deface thoſe who repreſeritthe Lords perſon,and who are the 
authors and preſeruers of their liues,muſt needs be an horrible 
impiety, moſt inhumane ingratitude; which the Lord 
- commanderh the Magiſtrate totake knowledge of,andropus- 


aifh,and thar ina ſeueremanner,cuenwith no lefſethen death Levit.20.s, 


icſelfe, as well as bedoth other gricuous and capicall. crimes. 
Mm 2 | Verſe I2, 


528: | Pu roy un ” Chup.30. 
Adair nating: nl boO 3nd on clan) 
'Veiſc Iz, There & 4 yoneration oudinks arepure #1 their one 
yer,64d Jer are n01 waſhed from theiy flibmeſſs; 1528, 
}'; x i "3G 01 (3445t 0 10:477 $40 87 3, ” 
br Ti ſecond generarion;brood,or race(as it oeve) Soi 
'dingjtrom one age to; another, is ot(infatuared' {nfiers! 
who are pare in their owne eyes, who Fantsfie their own hearts! 
and waies to be godly and rightcons, and /hke vaturallpuri- 
tanes with their owne teftimomie. confirme themſeluts in a 
great opinion of their owne integritie, For alwaies:the worft 
men are beſt conceired.of themfſelues, andthe more Godgl 
word:condemneth them, the: more :their owneTtonguesgand 
magirations iuftifiechem: For they are blinded by macuralb. 
ignorance : the Giuell hath blindfolded their minds wndGod 
In his juſtice (becauſe they embraced northe loue of hiszruth) | 
hath giuen thew ener to ſtrong deluſions, to giue credence vn- 
to,andibeteenc, the {yes of their owne:ſcdaced hears - undVyet 
are not waſhed from their filthizeſſs,they remainie inchedung 
of corruption and finfulres: they arc not iultified by the re- 
miſhon of their finnes; nor. have'theirconſciences-fprifkled 
with.the blood of Iefas Chriſt; nor.ſaoRified byrhe ſpirit of 
God, andthe pure water of grace; they are not made cleane 
throagh the word ſpoken vnto them; they: haue not faith,no 
foime repemance, no ver:tue in-their-hearts; no rchormarion 
of theirwaies :and therefote. the filthinefſe both chefleſh 
and: ſpiriris iricreafed/ in them, md nor'diminiſhedrit grows 
eth morc loathſome, and not lefle offenſive. 


= 


Verſ.r3. There is'a + generation wheſery are heftie,ond their 
ejo lloarelifiedigs, « s 2f of 035360 119i; toc 
13 1U Got S917 5: 26201 10 9134 « | 

Herhird) -genetarich is of imbiious and haogfuic per» 

ſons, whaſeexesaretefrie looking vpward with defire and 
expe ctationof.great:things, and-with contempr oftheirinfe» 
riours, and {o. declarethie pride of their heart by-their ye 
—_— their ejrlidroars lifted wp; (corneal andBik. 


duinfulllookes,powrayingthe mniogdncicdb tlitir on 
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heputteththe figne of pride for pride, becauſe'6vien In thei 
Re ronttance Wire i wen Aon of be hepe 
es | 
Verſ.1 4. There i 4 generation whoſe terth are ar ſwords and 
their 6 s as kyines to denonre the peore from off the earth, 
endthe needic from among men. 


"> laſt generation is opprefſors, and tyrants, monſtrous 
creatures, mankinde beafts, or beafily men: they haue 
tufhes, orteeth like to boares, or lions, and ſwords, &kniues, 
like ynto robbers :rhe ſubieR of whoſe _ is poore, whom 
they prey ypon,and make an vtter ſpoyle of that they ſhould 
haucno more place in'the earth, or being amongſt men : like 


rauenous wolues eating vp all, that they leaue notſo much as Zeph3.3; 


the bones behinde them : of theſe rhe Prophet complaineth 
in one&f his Pſalmes, ſaying, / he among men, who are ſet on 
fire, whoſe teeth are as ſpeares, and arrowes,and their tougue 4 


ſharpe ſword. 


Verſ.15.The horſeleach hath two dawghters that crie,Gine, 
ine : there are three things that are nexer ſatisfied, yea foure 
that fay not it is enough, | | | 

; Verſ.16. Thegrane,the barrewwombe, the earth that is not 
ſatisfied with water,and the fire that ſaith not it is enough. 


a= declareth che nature of concupiſcence,and the inſa« 
tiable defire of greedie minded men,by diuers compari- 
ſons: whereofthe firft is put ſingle by ir ſelfe ; the other ran-' 
kedand counted together in one number of foure. 7he horfe- 
leach, ſo called, a creature well knowne vntovs, which is a 
worme keeping in ponds,or puddles,or muddy brookes, bath 
no daxghters, two forkes in her tongue, whereby ſhe firſt- 
ve ierceth the skinne, and afterward ſuckeh'rhe' 

lood, which by effeR are ſaid to ctie, gave; pgineiand 'nhotby? 
yoyce :for (he isdumbe; 4nd without voyce, arid perpetually; 
DT ing blood BORE | 

at's m | | 4 
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Gen.zoa, 
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be filled, an then the fallejh of; and yerafiarmardeo.it ſhe 
will againe,and be as hungry of ic as ſhe was atthe firftqwbich 
well reſernbleth the doings of oppreſſors, who are not con- 
eentod once. to. haue ſpoyled thoſe. yuham they. faliped, their 
mouthes vpan,but comes againe, andagaing,and neue; leave 
ynrill chey haue drawne out all the, .þlaog; pf;tbeir. eftare, 
Andlet itnort ſeeme Arange,that in'the former part of the fi- 
militude we ſo interprete dawghbter : For it is yſuall with the 
Hebrewes, by a borrowed ſpeech,to call the effeQs,afteQtions 
and properties of things,the ſonnes and Fugheers thereof; as 
the ſonne of death,the ſoxne of the morning, the danghter of the 


e, the daughter of the voyce, the daughter of the ſong, Theſe 
fawe things cecited and numbred, wee ſhall ſce in order, The 
firft is the grave,which hath his yery name of crauing,and will 
neuer ceaſe hungring after dead corpſes, ſo long as «Adams 
 ſonnes and daughters are ſubicR to morralitie. See chap.27. 
yerſ.20,The ſecond is the barren wombe,that is to ſay,the wo- 
man whoſe wombe is barren, which was wont to be ynmea« 


s cM, chawne- 


A /. . 


 PrRovinze. 


i”. oy 
wich Qroupht, and bee. as rhirftiC as if it had had nof 
watering before. Tr. might have ſeemed chat Noabs flood 
vroolPfchs HIER the appetite of the proud, by giuiog ir 
fuch Ifurfeir;thar ir ſhould hang brooked raitie. che worſe for 
many generations, and yet nodoubt ir had neede of mote, for 
the good gftare of the plants and creatures, within a ſhore 
rimEafter, Thefourth is, the fire that ſaith not it s enough : E- 
uery be Khoweththe nature thereof, that a ſparke will kindle 

a coale,atid thatallthefucll which! js on the heatth, whereof 
the Azine being roo great will ſet the chimney on fire, andthe 
chininey the roofe of the houſe, and that the whole building, 
and then having proceeded fo farre,will kindle ypon the nexe 
houſe, and rauen after the whole ftreete; and'if it may feaze - 
thereon, ir will make a violent affault'vpon the next; and' Rilf 
proceed further and further; ro the conſumprian of the whole 
citic how ample ſocuer, vnlefſe ic bee with wonderfull paines 
and power reliſted, | EIT 
Vetſ.17. The ee that mocketh hit fatber, and defpiſeth to 

obey his mother,the raneiis of the valley ſhall picke it out,and tbe 
young eagles ſhall cate it. Wd AD I 


E deſcribeth the direfull condition of refraQarie'and 

LJ gracelefle children. In the former part their contamacje 
and tubbornes is ſhewen: in the latter their puniſhmentand 
euill end is threatned, The eye that mocketh hz father,the per- 
ſon which with a contempruous eye. doth yilific his father, ei- 
ther picking aquarrell at the ſight ofhim in regard of his wi- 
thered and wrinckled face, crooked backe,or courſe appatell, 
or any manner of deformitie,which either is indeede, or,co his 
fantaſie ſeemeth to bee in him, orelſe diſdaining him with a 
ſcorneful look;as being aſhamed to yeeld him any reuerence, 
and defpiſeth to obey hu mother, doth not onely negleR to 
learne that which ſhe reacherh him,or to performe that which 


* ſhe coimmandeth bim,bur with the deſpight of his mindere= 
fulechÞoth, the 7a. ns of the va # ſhall picks it out, and the 


Jonng eagle ſballtate it, the fiercelfand moſt crutll fort 6f ta- 
4 | M m 4 yens, 


%”a 


526 Proven. Chep.3o. 
yens, 2nd thoſe cagles which are moſt bukie, and wich chele 
beakes and callens ace henerahle ep orgs all hae kim, like 
the cardon of 8.96 | beaſt expoſed to them:for a prey, his 
death ſhallncr pexceble ad honour < burriolens 
ſhamgfull: and buriall be ſhall haue none ar all,bur ſhall either 
hang yponthe gibber,till he drop downepeecemeale, or lie as 
a rotten ſheepe,or hilded horſe in a ditch, and ſo bee eaten 

. of eqgles,raucnous kires,and crowes,and other fowles of that 
nature :and equall ir is, that hee which-doth ſo vnnaturally 
lothe his kinde and pirtifull parents,out of whoſe bowels hee 
proceeded, ſhould bee giuen for meate to ynmercifull crea- 
rures,and bee buried-intheir bowels, And albeitthis plague 
be notexecuted ypon all ſuch malefaRors,yet they are all, 0b- 
noxious to it, and liue in danger of it.:one ſo puniſhed, doth 
threaten a million, and there is no one in like manner guiltie, 
but may feare that he ſhall taſte af it,go his paine,to his ſhame; 
and to his deſtruQion, 


ferſ.18. There be three things which are too wonderfull for 
we, yea foxre which 7 vnderftanduot, 
| Vetl.19. The way of an Eag/e in the aire, the way of 4 Ser- 
pent on a rocke,the way of a ſhip in the widdeſt of the ſea,and the- 


way of a man with a maide. 


T TE gocth on by enumeration of divers things, by props- 
He of thees or foure together, to ow the like na 
tures, or effes, or diſpoſitions to aggrauate certaine vices, 
and afterward to amplifie and illuſtrate certaine vertues. The 
vice which here he isin hand with is incontinencie & whore- 
dome, which hee proueth to be more frequent and common 
then the world knowerh, and y there be many foule praQtiſes 
of it, which neuer come to mans knowledge. There are three 
things bid from me, whereof it is impoſſible for me, or any: 
man, to know the particulars, yea fowre which I khnow not, 
which I could neuer apprehendall; for that the infinite indi» , 
niduall aQs of chem no man could obſerue, and beiti ate 
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Verſe 20» Pazovars - $27 
h,che way of an Exgle inthe axre : Forflic leauethno notes, or 
Gn ona benno 

1rds, yer hee nameth eſpecially the Exg/e,both becauſe ſhe is 
GUT of fowles,and flicth moſt hi 6 ſwiftly. The ſee 
condis,the way of a Serpent vpon a rockywho leauerh no ſlime 
behinde her,as the ſnaile dath where ſhe creepeth, neither ma- 
keth ſhe any print ofher body on the ſtone ouer which ſhe 
glideth, whereas when ſhe creepeth on the duſt ſhe may bee 
traced,and her winding: in a dew may be ſeencon the grafſe, 
Thethird is, the way.of a ſhip in the middeff of the ſea,which al- 
beir while it is {ayling (eſpecially! in a:calme) maketh ſome 
path for a ſhort rime,and little way,yerafterit. is gone a little 
ifaneepnc paijage thereef. cannot be found: byreaſon thar 
the waters wherein it fleeteth commerh together,and ſo there 
is no appearance that cuer it had been there : and the way of 4 
who is inamoured with-loue, or inflamed with concu« 
pmeence,his-wilic ſolicitations, his artificiall plots, afid cun- 
ning deuicesto winne conſent, and get his luſt fatisfied; with 6 
maide, with a virgine vnpolluted before his: attemprs, and ſs 
remaineth, if ſhe can wichſtand his-guilefullallurements, 0- 
therwiſc ſhe is one that would beſo taken, and will ſhameleſly 
affirme her ſelfe ſo to be,and others (becauſe her leaudnes is 
not diſcouered) doe ſo eſteeme of her.. 


 Veiſ.20. Such i the way of an adgulteroxs wowvan; ſhreateth) 
and wipeth, and ſaith, baue done nowickganes, 


od ch] Socloſe,and ynkaowne:Forto thatend in way of ap-- 
plication, he alleageth thoſe foure irangethings rehearſed 
before, by certaine. fimilitudes; demonſtrating the priuic, ſe- 

cret,ſubtile,and impudegnt dealings of the harlot. She eaterb; - 
ſe comitteth, follic, ſhe. is- like A thoſe y eate ftollen bread | 
in dark corners: thus in goodtearmes y holy Ghoſt declareth | 
euill matters : for chat he Rudiouſly auoideth/all obſcenitie of 

ſpecch,and wipeth ber month, making a goodly ſhew as ifſhe | 
were honeſ}, doth as. it were wipe downeall thecrummes of 

ineſſe,tharno figne of her wantonnes ſhould appeare:and - 
ay conceiuing . 


e 143% 


as Prov. Chq.30- 
eonceiuing great boldnes that her whoredome is concealed 


wickednes, Lam free fromall impuritic, and vackaft 
our, | Cala 


Verſe 21, For three things the earth is diſquieted, and for 


fonre which it cannot beare. 


| b- the premiſes he.conioyned divers _ tegether which 
didaccord, or reſemble. one another in ſecrecie, and cloſe- 
nes, and in this verſe, and the two next, hee ranketh certaine 
forts of people, and thoſe ofthe baſer ſort, fome of them men, 
ſome women,which are notoriouſly apart, being too mani- 
feltly diſcerned and felt too heanilie:for the earth is moyed at 
them,theinbabitants hauc iuſt occaſion ro quake and t; 
ble, and the inſenſible and vnreaſonable things doe ſh 
them: and for foure which it cannot beare, ſo intolletablethe 
are and burdenous : he vſcth'there a hyperbolicall ſpeech, ar- 
guingthe incommodities they bring to the places wherein 
they dwell, and the-troubles and moleſtations wherewith 


they diſquiet and vexe the folke with whom they live: and 
theſe are they that follow, | : 


Verſe 22, For « ſernant when he raigneth, and a foole when 


he is filled with meate, - 


| dh a ſeruant when he raigneth] When ynworthy men, and 


perſons ynfit for highcallings, are aduanced to the ſame: - - 


for they know not how to vſe authority, but pervert it both 
ro their owne hurt, and oppreſſion of others:a ſlauiſh heart of 
all othcrs'is moſtready to be imperious, and none growe ſo 
outragiouſly inſolenr; as thoſerhiarare moſt abirQ, and con- 
remprtible.Scechap.' 9.10. and « foole, a wicked man, defti- 
tute of godly wiſdome, whewhe ts filled with meate, when hee 
hath plentie, andabundanceof food, apparell,wealth, and d- 
ther proſperitie. Secalſorhe 19,thap, verſe the 10,*,, '. - ,-. 
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for euer, and neuer to come to light, ſhe ſaith [baxe done wo 
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| Verſe 23- Por av odions woman when ſbrie maryied, and an 
andmaid that is beire to her miſtreſſe. 0 ay Fo4! 


Or anodious woman| Which is troubleſome, andinclining 

to frowardnes, or any othcr'way-vitious, or 4ll mannered, 
for which ſhe is worthily had in detcfiation,when be is marri- 
| ed, when ſhe is become a wife, when ſheis become a dame, or 
- miſtrefſe : her husband, her ſeruants, her neighbours, and all 
that haue co deale with her, ſhall find and fetle what mercall 
ſhe is made of; naught ſhe was, while ſhe lived a fingle life, 
but worſe now ſhe hath creptinto the bed, and boſome ofher 
hnsband : her roote was naught before, bur not able to ſend 
forth buds, or leaues: bur now ſhe is planted in rank mould, 
ſhe will ſhoote forth her vaſeemely branches, and vnſauory 
blofſomes : her husband muſt be a patient ro ſuſtaine her lewd 
conditions, and her agent to effe her finfull purpoſes againſt 
his people, or againſt his neighbours, or kd his friends; 
ſhe will preſcribe;and he inull forme ; hertongue mult ap: 
point it,and his hand effeQt it: ſuch a one was Joſephs miſtrefle, 
a treacherous beaſt againſt him, and yet a forcible comman- 
der of him, to wreake her malice ypon the beſt ſeruant that e- 
uer he had, becauſe hee would nor be perfidious with her for 
company. Sucha one was lezabel, .ynder whombeing mar- 
ried ynto Achab, it might properly be ſaid that the land of If- 
rael was troubled, for the perſecutions which ſhe caufed to be 
raiſed, the flaughters-which ſhe cauſed to be made, the Tdo- 
larrie which ſhe cauſed to be committed, and all the villanies 
which ſhe cauſed to be wrought : and an hand-waid, for one 
that hath bin a feruaut before,that i beire to ber miſtreſſe,mar- 
ried to her maſter, andſo poſſeſieth that preferment;and thoſe 
commodities which her miſtrefſe inioyed before*: for having. 
gotten a betrer ſtate, her heart will fwell, and waxe proud, and 
throughtthe height, ofher minde,ſhe will demeane her ſelfe ſo - 
inſolently; that neither ſervants, nor children, nor husband 
hitmſelfe can'welindureher arrogancy:yetthis isnotto be yn- 
derftood of eacty one ſo) promored, if ſhe' be ofan — 


Tob.rd.1; 


$30 PROVERLBL- Chap.30. 
mecke,and quiet ſpirit: but this impurationis onely laid 
them whichare of the mimber. of thoſe odiowes women, 
ſpoken of, GOING Tr | 


Verſe 24. There are fexre things in the earth which are lit« 
ele but execeding wiſe. | 


A -Frer the foure former quaternions, which were-broughe 
L£ Afor the aggrauation of certaine ſorts of finnes, there fol- 
lowetwo otherf, which he-vſeth forthe illuſtration of the ver» 
tue,and imitation ofthat which is good even in the creatures, 
which are led onely by the -ir-ſtinR.of nature, withoutthe-yſe 
of reaſon: for their naturall properties archerein deſcribed,te 
the end that thereby we ſhould receiue morall inftsuion; in 
ſs much as there is nothing ſo meane, but a man forhis bene- 
fit may learne inftruhon fromir : as /ob faith, Arle now the 
beaſts andtheyſhallteach thee, and the fowles of the heanen and 
they tell thee, And-theſe.of the firlt order are ſet forth by that 
which is praiſe worthy in them; and common to them all, 
which is done inthisverſe-: and then by the ſeuerallcommen- 
dable properties, and qualities that are found in euery one of 
them :the commendation that he giueth of them all is that 
they are ſmall, but yerprudent, hauing little bodies,but great 
ſtore of naturall wiſdome thercin, | 


; Verſe 25. The Ants a people not firong, yet prepare their 
weate in the ſomener. 


Nd among theſe commendable, and immitable crea- 
A tures, the Ants be ſer in thefirſtiplace, and are reſem- 
bledtoapeople for their mulcitude, but weake, and feeble, 
and very deſoddine Jn power, and far vnable to defend them- 
ſclues by incounter, or ger their food by hard labour; not- 
withſtanding,that which is wanting in might, is ſupplied by: 
forecaſt, and ſo their providence ſerueth them for power. Fer 


- 
- 


they prepare their meate in ſammer , they gather their faod 
vhickall 


omiſbkew ol the yeorejn-the ſommerienſon., 
| w 


) 
Verſe 2.6.2 To P.zovanrs3s:: $3Þ 
whilecorng:may be had; and: the ſcafonrisxonuenient;applie- 
themſelaes to lay vp againſt harder times;whichche wiſe man 
indyceth, andbringeth in as a pattetne:of good providence, 
fortakingthe time (as weſay) while timeiſeencrh, as:they doe 
which in yquth make provifienfordidagetinpleniie far'foare 
citic :in health for fickKhes:tin@peaceable efatefyriperſecarts 


ons, troubles, and mokeſtations;as ſeechap. 6,731! » {3 12) ic 


. .. Verſe,26. ' The hill rats.a people yot mightie, jet. maky their 
houſes in the rockes, an on 


Tr ſecond plare js-giuep. fo the hilbrats,-a ciearite. vop 
. &, knpwuc intliefe. parts of che wort, butin greanplency a+ 
bour Iudea,and Syxia:the writers defcribeiivro bei little beaſt 
in part like toa rat, andin part ike to a Beare, it hath neirher 
firength of limmes, nor any. other 'meanes to defend ir ſelfe 
from dogs,or any othep creatureghat ſhould make apraypofit: 
but thiswit ſhe. hath, ghat ſheidigger 
taines, and Ronie places, (which quriconjes cannoridoe, and 
the:efore it cannot. be, meagt- ef thee) and therein fliethin 
time of danger, and therein-layerh-her yong ones lafely : tea- 
ching this point of wiſedome that when our owne power fai- 
leth ro protetvs, weſeeke helpe cliewhere, and that in-place. 
wherc-it may ſurely-be had for;ourdefence;and ſecuritys/ 


3 5) 3} 34> Writs 1973 JENI HINT ITRHIZG C7 AL OG 
_ Verſe 27. Thebeafs haneno Kings yet gee they forth allby 
bands. nigh! var 23s; 2 01 | 
Þ the third place arexapked the lacs, which are certaine . 
flies with long legs, whereof there were: great tore:in, the 
o_ countries, which haze no King, no principall, or chiefe ru- 
Jer ouerthem, 35:1 $853afftumedso baue; yet: goe 7bt5 
forthal hy banker were ſdcbieſpeRto their owne ſafe- 
_ ky, 4s notto linglethemaſelyes aflinder; which would be dan- 
$%0u5, and beare ſuch loue ro concord, which. is-moſt com+ 
Toole arenons Scatmpenyas it werezin batrell 
RIAA ORASTIGH ginidhiaict heapes: | 
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2 Paovarss. Chap.30, 
whereout the wiſe man, though hee make no application, 
would haue this moral! learned: that needfull, -and good ſer= 
uices are to be performed, though they be notyrged thereto 
by compulſion, ner inforced by the command of authority, 
and that aſcoriation, and combination in lawfull affaires is 
very vſcfull, and of great yalduie, tor the publike good, and 
alſo the benefic of euery mans priuat eſtate, 


Verſe 38. The fpider taketh bold with her bands,andic in the 
Kings Palaces. 


Afﬀt ofall commeth the ſpider, who is:faid ro'take hold, of 
the thread, which ſhe hath ſpunnewith ber hends; not that 
they are ſuchindeed, but becauſe they are ſer ſome on one 
fide, and ſome on another,as mens hands are,and becauſethey 
doe the office of hands, thac is, apprehend, and lay hold on 
things, otherwiſe in proper ſpeech they are feete: and is in the © 
Kings Palacer, labouring bufilic about her web-inthe moſt 
ſamptubus roomes, and magnificent buildings that can bee; 
her curious workmanſhip in making ofher cobweb, and her 
conſtant induſtry, with —_— rravell in the ſame, is brought 
in,to admoniſh men not to be ſſothfull in their yocations, = 
induftrious : not to be ynskilfull ſlubberers in their trades, or 
profefſions, but expert Artificers, and exat workemen,labou- 
ring ſo to excell therein, that they may doe thoſe things 
which be commendable, and admirable, though with, aber- 
ter minde then to ſecke praiſe and applauſe for the ſame, 


Verſe 29. There bethree things that order welltheir going ; 
yea fore that are comely in going. 


| the former quaternion eApwr propoſed the obſcruable 
properties of cerrainefecble creatures of little reſpeR, the 
SAITO CIs cv gan vic and in arr) 
inthis following hepreſenterh to our view for a parterneo! 
comelines, and , the example of other 4 © m0! 

Ty Wn «gtveingintbe well ordecing of 


Perſe $0.31 Paoynnns. ' $33 
their goings, and mthe ſcemelinefſe of their pace :in there. 
call w crevfbis invenx | 1s toincite cacry man xo looke well to 
his carriage,that he walke decencly, and as becommeth him in 
theplace which heholderh : mens be fixed vpon 

- hinzandbad mens eyes doe firialy behold himghe converſerh 
conftancly i in thepreſence of Gods Angels,andcuery Rtepof al 


| hisparhs are corpetally before the Lord. 


Verſe 30. of Liow which « ſtronge/t among beaſt,and Inr- 
neth not away fer any 

Verſe 31. A borfe which bath his loynes girrop,m ” gour, 
ard « King apainff whom Weere's 55 mo riſing vp. 


Hof with the Ces, who in hispafſageany wah 

not timeronſly, and cowardly in feare : hee 
rrembleth not | crews hor backe,ekhough heſee che Elephant, 
nor any the like beaft, but proceedeth on forward with a vali- 
2nr cournpe:next he ferreth out the Horſe,eſpecially whehe is 
harneffed forthe battelf, or prepared forthe racertheaneraphber 
being taken from the people of the eaſt, and their cuſtome, - 
who when they went adiy about any ching, would erufle vp 
their garments #boun their loynes : the diſpoſition and valour - 
- ofthis beaſtis well knowne vynto vs, how gallancly heſerrech 
himſclfeto pramice,Rampe, rsyne,or runne, according as he is - 
pur vnto irrand of himthe Lord giuerh this reflimony to ſob: - 
 Haſt thou rhe-horſe jir ow 


, or covered hs bar mma -39:23,33, 


weighing ? haff thow made bim afr a4 as the prafſe hopper ? his A 


ffrong neighing is fearefwull. He digpeth in the valley ,andreiog- 
ceth mb frength, he goeth forth 0 hwy hr ror yh \ 
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Hee conchudeth with the King; notputting himlaſt as the 
meaneſt,bur ſhutting vpall with him as the worthie#,in com- 
pariſon of whom (if he bee a man woxthic of his place)rthe 9- 
thers are but a ſhadow :hee. is, a) Lord, and commander,ouer 
them all, For if man in reſpe& of his kinde was made to haue 
dominion oucrallthe beaſts, and though he had forfeited the 
ſame,it was reſtored to him againe through Chriſt;how much 
more hath-the King this-prerogatine, who is the Prince ouer 
men? and agarmft him (it 1s ſaid):herea no: riſmg vp :notbut 
thatthere be many murtinies and rebellions, but few of them 
take place, God being in a ſpeciall; manner the Kings prote- 
Hor: For thathee is his Deputie and Liutenant, and whom if 


| he did not maintaine and ſupport, humane ſocietie would be 


difſolued; and therefore beſides his owne watchfull eye, and 
prouidenthand;he hathalſo.armed bim with maicſtic and.au- 


thoritie.: be hath pur the ſword, ivzo bs; band, faridefence of 


himſelfe,and vengeance ot-his enemies Sucb.a onether-qught 
a Prince to be, mightie, valiant, and full of magnanimitie, a- 
gainſt whom none ſhould dare to Rand yp, or beaudacious to 
reliſt: and theſe inftances are induced for inflruttion tothem 
that have authoritie. committed to the,that they mmjghe learne 


how well it beſcemerh, chem to ſhew, themſelues-bolde,and 
.,) fearcleſſe. intheir places, So:the, Lord doth animare and hear- 


| Jofh.t 6.7. | 


ten /oſhua,ſaying, Be ſtrong,and of good courage : for unto this 
people ſhalt thow dinide for an inheritance, the land which I 
ſware to their fathers to gine them. Only bee ftrong, and ver 
- comrggions, thatthow 'maiſt obſerne to doe, according.ta all 4 


law which Moſes myſeruant commanded thee : turnt. #9(;from 


\neither to the right handgeor tothe left --: i 0 h 


"© Verſ.32: If thow haſt one fooliſbly iy lifting up thy (eIfe: or 
i thbwbaft thought exil,lay thine band 'vyon $A | 


I Ntbeprewiſeshyraamplestes gaught menofplagecobet 
Loewen couregiguſly to maintaing thehongluef hee 
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Verſe 33+ ..Provanss. > $35 
- plates,andin this verſe with that which followeth; lie adms- 
- niſheth allmennotro abuſchis infirutiontohaughtines; and 
-eurbulencie, but to frame themſclues to modefiie; and peace- 
ablenes; which hee: doth by giuing-men direRion, how they 
ſhould diſpoſe of themſclues thereto, and. by producin 
reaſon,asa motiueto perſwadethem to labour ok If cho 
+haſt done fooliſhly if thow haſt ourwardly fnned through folly, 
in lifting vp thy ſelfe, in proud ſpeeches, and arrogant. beha- 
- viour : For ambition, vaineglorie,and all the cflefts of a cog- 
ceited. minde are-nothing elſe but mcere fooliſhnes: as Ha- 
bakksk faith, Hee that lifterh vphimſelfe, his. minde ts not.up- 
right within him. Indeed the proud man is as hethat tranſgreſ<" Hab, —_ Fe = 
ſeth by wine. Or if thou haft thonghs exill, it rhou- bad ginen _ 
entertainment ro vblouing durmilegeſpecially3f thouhaft jn- 
wardly nouriſhed any, 4ncharieable purpoſes.of doing enll, 
lay thy hand upon thy momthybe.filem,Jeaue 6, and giue over. 
Forthe firſt fepto reformation is toceaſe from maintaining ' 
of finne :For the Lord by-Ezechie/doth; promiſe it asa ſound 
teftimonie of vnfained repentance, ſaying, that thou mai/t re- pu 0. 
member,and be aſhamed, and nener open thy month any more, Je 
And therefore-{ob alſo by thisargumtat doth makeprofeiſion 
. of his humiliagoh, RyIbg, Br»old lam wile + what "ww" 1 an-1ob.39.37-38. 
ſwere thee? [ will lay.my. | mouth. Once haue [fpo- 
hen,but I will anſwere no more; yea es 1 \villproceede no 
further, And ſothe wiſe-man, beredothpreſcribeit 3$afigne, 
and note of repentance, which hee would hauemoſe. tha; al 
through pride to riſe againe vnto : becauſe that it alway 
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THe reaon wheeby be dehorterh roetfis ſich cornleqns hes 
- *:1 Wray a proud heartin ourſeſnes;and bake opinionf.our 
brethren, isfrom:cheevill gre \ar ny ry 7 trahe 
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by this Amaziah king of Iudah brought a foile wi 


2.Chron.rs. 


27.28, 


Kknowerh that much bearing: 
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m_ is 2mplified by rwo familiar fimilicudes touching 


things obuious-to:all ſorts: the meaneſt girle i ni comitrie 
doth ſeucr the thinner milke 
fromthe thicker creame, and'ſo' cauſeth butrey to ariſe :and 
very children doe vnderſtand, and feele that the hard and ve- 
hemencrubbing of the noſtrils makerh blood to fall downe, 


and iflue our of them : Ss be that foreeth wrath, ſirrerh other 
- men to 
-isthe ca 
tines of fighting, ſometimes of ſuites, ſomerimes of warre : 


by-his prouoking ſpeeches, bringeth forth ſtrife, 
eofmuch diflenſi Ben of brawlin 2 


who can recount or thinke of the particular miſchiefes that_ 
may inſue thereupon ? By this Shox king of the Amorites 
brought himſelfe co ruine,and'his kingdom to be conquered : 
hm uch 
miſerie ypon himſelfe,and'the people, becauſe hee-compelled 
Toaſh the king of Iſrael cetomecte him inthe field: and 
by this Aſabe/che brother of /oxb brought himſelfe vnto an 
yntimely death,by Ie Abzer with ouer much wilful- 
nes and vehemencie. 
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Verſ.r. The words i King Loweel, the prophecie that bis 
anther oof peerage 


LF 14% 4 $$* 


Chapter confifterh of two- parts : the-one,. 
thetitle : the ether,the diſcourſe; cit ſelfe. Inthis. 
title is declared firſt in- generall the nature or 
:forme of the treatiſe infuing,a prophecie,an ho- 
lie and exceltentidoQrine, which hada berrer-. 


% 
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hoe then. Lenwels mother, or Lemwel himſclfe, the holie 
Ghoſt; whowas: pleafedto vſt only their congue and pen, for 


the publication c it tothe Church tand fecondly,che erſons<. 
which are intereſted therein, which are -yronr {err roany 


ther; The wordrof King' Lenwel, which he wrought bauing 
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Verſe 2. Proverss. os 537 


before receined them as inſtruQions from his mother, This 
Lemnel no doubt was Salomon, both for that he was called a 
King,of which name befides him there' was none other in If 
rael, or Judah: and for that the word hath fo neere affinitic 
with his name, as itis in Hebrew,the firſt letter being taken 


away from the — and the word El, which fignifiech 
God 


being added to the end; which alteration being made, 
Lemnel ſignificth him that appertaineth to God, Now hauing 
found who Lemuel was, there will be no difficultie to vnder- 
Rand who his mother was : for the Scripture plainly affirmeth 
her to be Bathſheba the wife of David, who had formerly big 
the yoke-fellow of Yryah the Hittite, who notwithſtandin 
ſhe had failed of loue tohim,and puritic in her ſelfe, by yecl- 
ding vnto the vnlawfull ſolicitations of Dagid ; yet vpon due 
repentance is imployed by God in this great ſeruice,to be(as 
it were)the mourh of his ſpirir,f&the vtrering of his words, 
which ſhould perpetually be recorded for the information of 
his people through all poſterities. 


Verſ.2. What my ſonne ! and what the ſonne of my wombe! 
and what the ſonne of my vowes | 


| ſhe deliuererh her precepts, or doctrines, where- 
with ſhe is abour to inſtru him, ſhe infinuarerh her ſelfe 
into him to poſſeſſe his hearr, and intentiuenes of minde to 
that which ſhe ſhall ſpeake ynto him, partly by the manner of 
her ſpeech,and partly by the arguments which ſhe produceth, 
Touching the manrer, ſhe purpoſely intimateth her mother. 
ly affeRtion to him, and vehemenit defire of his good, by an 
abrupt manner of ſpeaking,and ſuch as is more ful of affe&tion 
then of ſenſe expreſlely vttered : What my ſonne ! &c. The ar- 
gone whereby ſhe allureth his minde, ro make it beneuo- 
ent and = to her,are two,and beth of them neerely con-: 
cerning himſelfe : rhe firft;rhar be is her ſonxe, yes the ſonne of 


+ her wombe,her naturall ſonne;and hee that is moſt tender and 


deare ymto her : and therefoce hee may well beperfwadedof 
her good meaning toward: —_ one whem ſhe hath bred 
f n 2 in 


53S ProvaRsBs. Chep.31. 


in her owne bowels, and-brought foorth into the world, and 
is. ſa ncezely yaited to-her: by-ſo-Rrong a. band of natute, and; 
therefore oughtalia forbisipartteſpettivelytoreuetence her,! 
and heedful:y:ro regard{her grave and weightic-Ayings,. The: 
ſeeond,tharbe isthe;ſoupe;ot bet vowes, for wheſe being, life. 
and welfare, ſhe hath made prayers, and promiſes vnto God,,. 
and offercd ſacrifices with praiſes.; and therfore he is alſo tied. 
inconſcience, for piecitand religion,te liften'ynto,and. obey: 
her, eſpecially. being ſo kinde a mother, and preſcribing/ſuch: 
necdfult duties, who hath made andpertormed ſuch folcmne; 
yowes infigþchalte.. SODETTERIIN | 


Verſ.3. Gine not thy ſtrength to women,nor. thy waies to that 
which aeſirojeth Kings, OA. | 


| C31 | LO HORS Pon JO  Fedoſfitf 2 £4 9 
FT; He.lefſons and inftruRions-which Bathſeba giueth vn-- 
A. to Salomon, arc ſome informing him how -to carrie him- 
ſelfe in the gouernment of the Common-wealth, vnto the; 
tenth ycrſe: and others direQing him concerning the fate of . 
apriuate familic in that, and the reſt following. For the for 
mer,ſhe admoniſheth him of certaine vices which hee js eſpe» 


cially to ſhunne,as incontinencie,and intemperancie,& com- . 


mendeth vnto him ſuchquries as hee is:to perform, as juſtice; 
and mercic. Gine zot thy ſirength to- women, ſpend not thy 
rength vpon ſtrange women,or barlots : by ftre»gth ſheyn- 
derſtanderh nor onely his ſubſtance, butalſothe powers and 
good eſtate ofthe bodice, and, minde..,For the cuſtome of 
whoredom doth conſume a mans ſtatq how wealthy ſocuer:ir 
weaknerth his bodice, though it-be of a, firong confiitution-:it 
ullethche.wits,andtaketh away-the vigour thereof, though 
before they were very. prompt andpregnant, See chap. 5.9.10, 
Nor,tothaz,to the haunting of that vice; or to the companie 
of choſe perſons, whoriſhyomen hich deſtroy Kings, which 
þ ng ruing both of kingdomes and Princes; : For they. 


wdowne Gods curſe,which the -mightieſ have no more « 


Ppwer.to. if then the weakeſt, and which Godexecyteth 


WWichour all-xeſpeR of perſons, Job was wealthigs, Job was of | 
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_ for Kings or Princes to vie, and refreſh themſclues with, only 


Verſe 45+ Proynns | 539 
great authoritie: ſob was a man ofmuch wiſedome : and obs 
credit and eſtimation was very great,and yet he durſtnot take 
libertieto yeeld to the lufts of his fleſh; inthe praiſe of this 


fine: for (faith he) chis is 4 fire that wonld denonre all my in- 10b,;1.12. 
creaſe. * . 


Verſ.4. It i not for Kings, O Lemuel, it is not for Kings te 
drinke wine nor for Princes ſtrong drinke. 


"Te difſwade her ſonne from tipling and voluptuouſnes, 
ſhe ſhewerh how vnworthie a thing ir is,and a fault al- 
together inisbeſceming his place and dignitie. Ir zs nor for 
Kmgs,O Lemmel,to drinke wine,nor Princes ſtrong drenke: The 
refiraint of intemperate drinking is not 1zid ypon thee-alone, 
but belongeth to all of thy place and condition : no King, no 
Prince,hath allowanceto paſſe the rules 'of ſobrieticcither in 
taking roo much,orin drinking ofthat which is too hot, and 
apt to inflame; and therefore neither haſt thou wrong in be= 
ing admoniſhed to be ſparing, neither haſt thou immunitie to 
tranſgreſſe this precept more thenothers,fince it is common, 
to all of thy ranke : yet is not wine, or ſtrong drinte, valawfull 


excefle,and the inordinate taking thereof is prohibited, 


Verſe 5. Leſt they drinke,and forget the law,and pernert the 
indgement of the afflitted, 


CQUe backeth her cauear, and confirmeth herreaſon,by the 

incommoditie and. miſchiefe that will enſue, when Magi- 
ſtrates and gouernours exceede the bounds of moderation, 
and giue themſelues to ouer much drinking, becauſe they be- 
ing ouercome of wine doe faile of dutic,andnegleR iuſtice,to 
the damage and detriment of a'great multirude. Leſ# they 
&rinke ouer much, and forget the law,not onely the comman= 
dements and ordinances of God,butalſo thecertaine and ap= 
pointed order of law and equitic, and perxer:, change, and 
wage yplide — cauſe, and —r__ 

99 n 3 ; 
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the affiifted, of ſuch as being otherwiſe poore, are oppreſſed 
alſo with wrongs and iniuries,which will be much increaſed 
by the intemperate- Magiſtrate, who. in flead of miniftring 
' helpe and ſuccour vnto them;doth make their caſe more hea- 
uic,by paſſing a wrongful ſentence againſt them : and ſhe ma- 
keth ſpeciall mention of theſe rather then of the rich; becauſe 
they are more ſubieAtro violence and opprefſion ; and vſuall 
haue their cauſes lefle regarded, The point that the highef 
would haue notified by this ſaying, is,that it is dangerous for 
the people when the rulers bee voluptuous: they are ſhep- 
heards, and by their diſabilitie the flocke is damnified : they 
are coach-men,or rather Pilots, which haue many liues com- 
_ their _ and _— : gs therefore ſaith Eccle- 
16.17 fiaſtes: Woe to thee O land When thy King ts a childe,; andt 
TY Princes eate in the morning. Bleſſed art Ss O land when 7 
King u the ſonne of Nobles, and thy Princes eate in due ſeaſon 
for ſtrength,and not for drunkennes, 


Verſ.6. Gize ſtrong drinke vnto him that i readie to periſh, 
and wine to them that be of heauic hearts, 


"He amplifieth her admonition by the contrarie,and ſhew- 
eth tro whom wine and rong drinke doe chiefly appertaine, . 
to them that are readie to periſh,ch rough manifold afflitions, 
either inward or outward, lying vpon them, and ro them that - 
be of heanie hearts, whoſe ſpirits are. opprefled with forrowes - 
and heauinefſe,or with gricfes and terrors, 


f Vetſ7. Let him drinke,and forget his ponerty, and remember- 
his miſeric no more.. BY: | 


JI cauſe wherefore they ſhould enioy the more free vſe 
'4 of wineand ftrong drinke,{he alleageth,that they may for- 
get their poxertie, the want thattheyſiuein,or any other cuils 
or calamirics that are burthenſome vnto.them : For vnder one_ 
kinde ſhe comprehendeth all, and remember their wiſerie no - 
ere, being as long as may be by this rheanes ba of 
| . cly 


Chap.31. 


verſe 8. Prxoynaes. 541 
their cares,and troubleſome cogitations.. Itis as if ſhe ſhould 
baue ſaid, let him that is ready to finke;vnder the weight of 
troubles and terrors, refreſh his heart with a comfortable 
drawght of wine, or ſtrong drinke, that the remembrance of 
his woe and miſery, which pierceth his heart, may be ſome- 
what abated, and remoued. Itis farre from the intent of the 
ſpirit of God to allow exceſle, or carowſing in any, neither 

oth the doQrine confirme, or warrant either giuing wine or 
ſtrong drinke to malefaRtors drawen to execution, or ſicke 


| perſons labouring on their death-bed forlife, at which time 


they ought to be moſt ſober, and watchfull. Onely gheſe in- 
truQions tend to declare that ſome, namely thoſe that are in 
ertreame aduerfity, cannot only beare a large quantitic of 
ſtrong drinke without hurt, but receiue much good thereby; 
which being taken in the ſame meaſure by ſome in proſperity, 
or authority, would vtterly ouerthrow them, or make them 
ynfit to follow their calling. 


Verſe 8. Open thy month for the dumb,in the canſe of all ſuch 
as are appointed to deſiruttion, 


'Q thy menth] Speake in the behalfe of the oppreſſed, 
who becauſe they cannot, or dare not pleade for theme 
ſelues,may well be called 4&mb,and yet haueanequal, iuſt,and 
righteous cauſe : for thoſe that ſpeake leaſt are many times 
more innocent then thoſe that are full of words : for ſome 
want skill, and are not able to ſpeake in their owne defence; 
ſomeput vp great wrongs, and with filence paſſe by the iniu« 
riesthat are offered yntothem : ſome be abſent, and heare not 
the imputations that are laid ypon them : ſome bee borne 
down with violence, & not permitted to ſpeake forthelſelues, 
as was Joſephs caſe, who was ſore puniſhed before his apology 
could be heard ; ſo £Mordecay, and all the ewes were irreco. 
uerably deftinated to death, and yet neuer had bin called to 


» the barre to make their anſwere, im the cauſe of all ſuch as are 


appointed to deſtruttion, being vniuſtly purſued, are vorighte= 
ouſlic condemned, and ready to bee executed ; for innocent 
Na 4 men 
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men are many times in as great perill of their life, ox eſtate, as 
the moſt faultie malefators:where almoſt can a worſe man be 
found, then Nabeth was charged to be?or whar greater crime 
doth bring men to their end, then that whereof che impurati- 
on occaſioned his death? he ſuffered as a profeſſed traytor a- 
gainſthis prince, andas an execrable blaſphemer of God him- 
ſelfe, Whartcreature was cuer ſo harmelefle, and righteous, as 
Jeſus Chriſt? and yet who cuer did beare a greater burden of 
accuſations, andthat with clamours, and outcries ? And this 


proceedeth partly from the malice of their enemies:and partly . 


fromthe prouidence of God, that his power may be ſcene in 
their deliverance, orthat their patience may be forthe incou- 


ragement, and example of others :and that their reward may - 


be greater in heauen; 


Verſe 9. Open thy month, indge righteonſly, and pleade the 
eauſe of the poore and needy, 


© Joe mouth] Take their perſon vpon thy felfe, make 
their cauſe thine own, though their aduerſary through 
force, lies, or fallaces doe ſet them downe that they cannot 


reply, yerthou mes he is to be ſaid for them, ſpeake it, * 
c 


and maintaine their cauſe: for they that haue meanes,and aþbi- 
lity to helpe their brethren, ought to ſupply their wants which 
cannot deale forthemſelues. Amongſtche greatcomforts of 
Tob, this was one, that he had bin,eyes to the blind, and feete to 
the lame, and had bin a father to the poore, and ſearched ont 
the canſe which he knew not : and for this ſeruice Abedmelech 
ſpeaking to the King of Iudah for [eremiah impriſoned : and 
Ea#ter ſpeaking to the King of Perſia for her diftrefſed people, 
ſhall be renowned to theworlds end :-and Pharashis butler 
ſhould haue had much more praiſe, if he had made mention 
of /oſeph, and his hard intreatie, yntohis maſter ſooner. 


Verſe 10, 
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Verſe 16, Who can find a vertwons woman : for her price s © 


far aboge carbuncles, | 7 


 C He direQeth Sa/omon to prouide wel for the goodeftate of 
Qiticfarail , by making choice of a-faithfull, gratious, and 
well qualified wife : neither doth ſhein plainc and expreſſc 
rearmes aduiſe himto match with ſuch a one, bur by ſerting 
forth of her large praiſe, and amplifying her manifold fruits, 
ſhedoth dh ro vſe his beſt care and diligenceto ſecke 
out, and provide himſelfe of ſuch a one: and hence to theend 
ofthe Chapter, eueryverſe beginneth with an Hebrew lerrer, 
according to the order of the alphabet, and"aceord iuſt with 
the numberofthem ; the excellency, and rarenes'of a good 
wife, with her ſingular graces he deſcribeth in this verie,and 
all che reſt tothe 28. andchen the reward,and incouragement 
which is due vnto her,to the end ofthe Chapter,The commen, 
dation which ſhe giueth of her inthe firſt place, is generall, 
and illuſtrated by compariſon, as appeareth in this preſent 
verſe:and afterward it ismore ſpecial,all in regard of her parti- 
cular yertues in many ſentences following: who can find, by a- 
ny thing that he himſelfe can doe, awvertuoxs woman, a good 
and holy woman: he propoſcth ir in manner of queſtion, both 
becauſegood wiues are hard to bee found for the ſcarcity of 
them: there are manyrich, witty, perſonable, and beautifull; 
| but few adorned withpietie, and goodnes: few are godly,and 
gratious, as alſo becauſe ſuch women are Gods rare and fin- 
gular gifts, ber price ts farre aboue carbunctes, ſhe is nor only 
rare, and hard to come by; like the pretious ſtones, but being 


once obtained; a man cannot ſet roo great a price or yalue of ' 
her : for no treaſure can be comparableto a good wife. See 


Chap.12.4+: 


* Verſe 11, The heart of ber hnsband doth (afely truſt in her, 
| { that be ſhall bane no need of ſpoile, "TY 


wars ſpoken of her praiſc in generall tearmes, hee 
& Adcicendeth to a more particulatrelation of her-laudable 


yertues,.. 


& 
KL 
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yertues, and qualities, and thoſe,though many, may yetbe re- 
duced into three heads : the firſt is her huſwitery,and prudent 
care for her ſelfe,the good eſtate of her husband, and wel-fare 
ofher family, and this is to be ſcene almoſt in euery verſe :the 
ſecond, her mercy, and liberalitic to the poore, as appeareth 
by the twentieth verſe : the third,her piety, godlines, and reli- 

ion,in the five and twenty, and fixe and twenty verſes, the 
— of her husband doth ſafely truſt in her, whether he be ab- 
ſent, or preſent, he doubteth not either of her chaftitie, of her 
ſecrefie,or of his care for the family,and commirteth to her the 
diſpoſing of his affaires that are within doore:for the more re- 
ligious any wife is, the lefle occafion ſhe giuerh to her huſ- 
band to ſuſpe@ her : his goods, Ruffe, or whatſocuer he hath 
in his houſe he may know ſhall be ſafely looked vnto with= 
out filching, or purloyning : hee may well know that ſhe will 
haue an eyeto the ſeruants to keepe them from finne and idle- 
nes : ſhe will order the children, and nor ſuffer them through 
want of education to grow rude,and cuill mannered : hereye 
will be to the prouifion of the houſe, that ir bee well dreſſed, 
and ſcaſonably miniftred ynto her people|; he may boldly in- 
uitea friend, and giue welcome vnto him at any time, ſhee 
will not lowre ypon him, or be toſecke of prouifion, or bee 
carelefle to grace, his houſe with ſuch things as are needfull 
and decent : ſo that he ſhallhaue no need of ſþoile, he ſhall nor 
wantany neceſflaries, or through pouertie be compelled to re- 
licue himſelfe with wrong,and hurt to others: cither through 
violence or deceit, through fraud or impreſſion, For ſhe will 
by Gods bleſſing ypon her labours, prouidence,and good go- 
uernment, ſo farre as ſtand with the ſafety of his ſoule, and 
make forthe welfare of himſelfe, and his houſhold,inrichhim 
with variety, plenty,and choice of all his commodiries, like to 
martiall men who hauing ſubdued the countries of his ene- 
mies, and taken their cities by affaulc doeranſacke the fame, 
and ſeize ypon their treaſures, and beſt goods, at their plea- 
ſures, and bring home the ſame to their owne houſes. The 
ſame ſimilitude was vſed,butin worſe patt, inthe firſt Chapter 


by theſe perillous ſeducers: we ſhallfinds all precious _ 
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I our houſes full of ſpoile, What good baytes are gotten in 
_ _ —_— by the inRimabloriches which De- 
id had gathered tegether, and brought to Jeruſalem, toward 
the building ofthe temple, and the inualuable wealth, which 
Nebucadnez.zar ſurpriſed, and carried from Ie.uſalem at the 
deftruRion of the temple, with the city, 


Verſe 12, She will doe him good, andnot enillall the dayes of 
hy life, 


He will doe him good] By carcfullperformance ofthe duties 
ofher place, and not exil, cither by bringing hurt vnto his 
eltate,or griefe to his heart,or diſhonour to his name:for com- 
modity by a wife one way, yeeldeth no warrant to wrong her 
husband another :- Mchol though lic bad bin a meanes for 
preſeruation of Dazids life, was:yet puniſhed afterward for 
deſpifing of him : [obs wife had done good in bringing him 
children,yet not excuſed for diſquieting his heart,and mouing 
him to diſtemper, and impatience, all the dayes of her life, ſo 
long as they two ſhall liue together ; as if he ſhould haue ſaid, 
This vertuous woman wil be conſtant in loue to her husband, 
in youth, in age, in proſperitic, in adverſity, in ſickenes, in 
health, ſhe doth what ſhe.can vnto him,in his body,his ſoule, 
and his eſtate; ſhe prouideth ſuch food as may nouriſh him : 

ſhe Rirreth him vp to the ſeruice of God: ſhe ſaueth his. goods 

, as much as is pofſible ; ſhe lowreth-not on him with her coun» 
tenance: ſhe crofleth him not in her words : ſhe vexeth him 
not by her deeds; if ſhe know any thing that will pleaſe or 
profit him, about ſhe goeth withall ſpeed : if ſhe perceiue any- 
thing that will offend, or hurt him, that ſhe auoydeth, and 

ſhunneth with all care. 


Verſe r3. She ſecketh wooll, and flaxe, and worketh willin oh | 

with ber hands, | 

I Nthelaſt verſe he commengdeth her fora, generall effe& of 
proficable demeanuge to her husband, and amplified the - 
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ſame bythe contrary negatiuely, and by the conſtancie, and 
continuance thereof, Now he beginneth to reckon yp cer- 
taine particular aCtions pertinentto hercondition, and fir for 
her imployment, ſhe ſeekerth, if ſhe haue not ofher owne, ſhe 
hearkeneth out where it is to be had, and accordingly proui- 
deth notthethings that are moſt fine, bur moft neceflary : bur 
theſe are fit for her ſex, and profitable for her houſe, inaſmuch 
as wook,and flaxe being dreſſed, andperfeQed, ſcrue tomake 
couerings, and cloathings, for ſheetes alſo and naprie,and in- 
numerable other vſes,& labowreth cheerefull with ber hands, 
ſhe her ſelfe layeth her own hands to worke,as well as others, 
and raketh greatdelight, and pleaſure therein, to the end that 
by her example ſhe might draw them on : & notwithſtandin 
hereftate and place be great, yet ſhe daineth co apply her ſelfe 
to thoſe things which:ſeeme meane for her degree, as ſpin- 
ning, and carding, and other-petty matters, which nice coy 
dames would not only count trifles, buttoo too baſe forthem 
ro ſtoupe ynto, 


Verſe 14. She s like the merchants ſhips, ſhe bringeth ber 
food from a farre, | 


S intheformer verſe, her care was declared in prouidir,g 
matter of imployment for her ſelfe, and her people, that 

ſhe would finde ſomewhat to worke vpen : ſo in this her in- 
duſtry, for food and prouifion, is commended, that as ſhe 
would neither haue her ſelfe, nor thoſe that bee about her to 
want worke, orbe remiſſe in it : ſo ſhe ordereth the matter, 
that there be no want of viuals or other neceſſaties whereby 
life is preſerued, and without competencie whereof no man 
can be able to labour, or doe any ſeruice with cheerefulnes; 
andinthis reſpe& ſhe is compared to the mercbants ſhips,who 
carrying forth ſome one commoditie into forren countries, 
returne thence, bringing home ſundry othersfor it > for all 
countries are not inriched after one manner ; ſome haue greet. 
ſote of corne : others abound with vines, and wine:ſomehbaue 
plentic of fruits: others are ſtored with mines, no : 
| ome 
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ſome breed abundance ofſheepe, wooll, and cattell, Inlike 
manner that which. ſhe orb rc» ſpare at home,ſhe ſelleth to her 
neighbours which want che-iure ;uhat which is wantingvynto 
ker, ſhe buyerhofthemciar areable, and willing to vtterit 
for money, anid-wares, according as they can agree : bur haue 
it ſhe will-ypon. good conditions, and compaſſe it by ſuch 
manner of trafficke as ſhall be commodious to both ſides, © 

Verſe 15; Sherifeth while it is yet night, and gmeth meate 
to her bauſtold, and a taske to her maidens.. * 


ha premiſes ſhew,that what was ws, ofher owne ſhe” 
43 would get ſupply of it from another place: ſhe would: 
ſecke for wooll and flaxe, thatiſhe might haue whereabour ro 
ioploy her people; meate and food ſhe would be ſtreto'pro- 
uide,thatpeoury ſhould notpinch her family.Now being ſto- 
red-with both-ſorts, this text ſheweth' how ſhe doth diſpenſe 
them, . ſhe taketh great-caze-that her houſhold haue the ſame: 
miniftred to them in due ſeaſon;and therefore ſve riſeth from 
herfleepe, and out of her bed,wh:le it i: yet night, very carly 
inthe morning,and before day;ecſpecially inthe winter ſeaſon, 
and giueth meate. and drinke, that: which is wholeſome and 
good, and as mvchasis necdfull;and competent,ts her houſe= 
bold, to her people of all ſorts, and degrees, to ber children, 
to-hes ſeruants, to her men,to her maides,to the boyes, and to 
the girles, to euery age, to euery ſex, and to euery order: and 
the taske of worke and: labour to her waidens , who after a 
more ſpeciall manner are at her command, and appoittment 
for their ſeruice and bufines; then the: men are: ſo that ſhee 
prouiderh both meate, and worke for them : becauſe meate- 
without worke breedeth idlenes, and other miſchiefes, and 
worke without meate cannot be performed. he 


- Verſe 16, She confideretha field, and buyeth is « and with. 
the fraite of her hands ſhe planteth a vinezard, . , .. $ 
L_TErc Bathſpebarelateth F ſucceſle of the good wifespro-' | 
k. Luidence, and paines taking, her ſubſtance, and her we 
| "EE bands + 
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bandsin and by her hands, and ſo well increaſed as that ſhe is 
able tro make a purchaſe without greedines, or — after 
that which is other mens : without niggardlines, and pin= 
ching of her ſelfe : without wrong to her family:without neg- 
le& ofrighteouſhes, beneficence, and mercy : without —_— 


ynto, or circumuention ofthe ſeller; whom neceſſity compe 


leth, or good conſiderations induce to depart with his land: 


ſhe confidereth a field, offered to be ſold, whether it lie firfor 


her : whetherſhe be able to pay for it : whether it bee worth 
her mony : whether thetitle oft be ſound, and good:whether . 
ſhe ſhall not hurt the ſeller,or any other man in dealing for it ; 
and getteth it,accepteth of the bargaine, and concludeth to 

oe thorow with it, hath the aſſurance paſſed to her ſelfe,or 
_ husbayd, maketh payment for it : with the frait of ber 
hands,with the gaine of her labour,trauell,care,and diligence: 
for alaborious hand is compared to i fruitfull rree, and both 
the good which thereby ſhe doth,and the profit which there- 
by ſhe getreth, vnto fruite , ſbe planteth 4 vineyard, in the 
ground,or field, which ſhe hath —_— otherwiſe iryploys 
eth it to the belt commoditie according to the nature of the 
ſoile, as in graſing, tillage, gardening, or thelike : ſo circum- 
ſpeR and confiderat ſheis in making the purchaſe,and ſo pro 
uident and thrifty co conuert it tothe bett yſc, 


Verſe 17. She girdeth her loynes with ftrength,and firength- 


#eth ber armes. 


As we haue heard what ſhe doth, and getteth: ſo are we 
informed hereafter what manner ſhe worketh, and fol- 
loweth her bufines, ſhe girdeth her loynes with ſtrength: forthe 
ynderſtanding a7 ot A muſt know, that anciently it hath 
bin, and till is the manner ofthe people in thoſe countries, to 
be clothed withlong garments, which are no ſmall impedi. 
ment to their gare, and travels, and for this cauſe when they 
would goe apace, and doe any thing with diligence, or fight 
with their enemics, they did eruſle yp, and gird their garments 
about theig loines : andbecauſe great firengrth (as we know) 
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: is inthe rrefore ſhe maketh ſpeciallmention of ther, 
whichis rtothingelſe, but ſtrongly, and with cbarage to fer 
their hands to the worke : ſo that it is as much as if Bathſheba 
; ſhould haveſaid, Fhis verruons womon whom I commend, 
dealerh not in her yocation remiſſely, and by the balues, but 
- addrefſerh her ſelfe with remoueall of every impediment to 
the ſerious performance of her duety,ſhe prepareth her ſelfe to 
her affaires a$if ſhe were to runne arace, or wreſtle with-a 
- champion, ſhe flicth about her worke, and ſertethonit witha 

ſerled reſolurion: her garments —_— looſe about her, bur 
fhe tucketh them vp that ſhe may be the more nimble : nei- 
ther doth alictle paines weary her out, ſhe giuethnorplace to 
any diſcouragements, but.animateth her ſelfe,and leaueth not 
off: yntill ſhe haue gone thorow with her enterpriſes. 


Verſe x8. She perceineth that her marchandiſe is good: her 
candle goeth not ont by night. 


| | em proceedeth to-make an narration ofthe thriftie 
| wifes proceeding, conſtant going forward in her good 
courſe of diligence, and ſedulitie and ſhewerh firſt by what 
weancs ſheis incitedto it, and afterward declareth vnto what 
a degree ofpaines-raking ſhe hath attainedsfor the former, ſhe 
perceineth by experience, as comfortable to herheart, as de- 
lighrfull food is vntoher taſte, chat her marchandiſe i goodr 
that her prudent gouernment, and the wiſe difpofing of her 
matters turneto as good profit for the-benefit,and increaſe of 
her husbands, and her owneeftate, as ifſhe did exerciſe any 
commodious trafficke, or merchandiſe: for the latter, her cane 
ale ou zot out by night, becauſe ſhe ſpeedeth- ſo well in her 
buſinefle, and her worke findeth ſo good ſucceſſe,ſhe will tar- 
ricatit,as long as ſhe may,and leaue offno ſooner then needs. 
fe muſt, and ercforeviith her ſelfe to vigthancy,and watch- 
fulnes, fitting late, as being loath to loſe any time, re- 
{g#Qing her calling, morethen her eaſe rand yet ſhe doth noe 
fle her bodyby abridging herſelfe of needfull reſt: for it 

a Spmochdechethe whole dighcbelagper py - 
erſe 194. 
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Verſe 19. She layeth ber hands ew the ſpindle, and ber bands 
: bandle thediſtaffe. bog logon and oo uldion 2015027 


A $ ſhe fitteth vp long inthe night, fo teſtimony is ginen 
A* hechowſhe beſtowerh he time belorethe york tO 
bed, notin idle diſcourſes, not ingaming, or vaine fports, not 
-in banquercing, or preparing of iuncares, not in vaine fruit- 
-lefle exerciſes : but ſhe layeth her hands on the ſpindle, andbey 
hands take hold of the dit affe,ſhe isnot. grieued to apply or oc- 
cupy her ſelfeaboutthoſe things;which might ſeemevile,and 
contemptible : ſhe thinketh nor her ſelfe diſhonoured, neither 
- her hands blemiſhed,or wearied with ſpinning, or carding, or 
other ſuch like huſwifcly exerciſes. nc Hh a8 


Verſe 20. She ſtretcheth ont her hands to the poore, yea ſhe 
#retcheth ont her hands to theneedy, K. F 


| = Ty we had a deſcription of her getting, and her 
þ. | great iuduſtry therefore :now ſhe is commended for her 
-vfing ofit, thatmany are the better;for that which-ſheaſ- 
- ſefſeth; and in the firftplace the poore are mentioned, foe ffret- 
 cheth ont ber hands to the poore, albeit ſhe be very intentiuear 
: her worke, and willing to doe as much,gaod as ſhe: cantother 
husband, yer ſheis not led with couctouſnes, nor defire of 
decking her ſclfe:neitheris all her care roprovide for her own 
family, but alſo ſhe hath pity and compaſſion on the poore, 
and miſerable,not with words only, bur, really, and in deed: 
-neither is liberality wreiicd irom heads impudent importu- 
, nity, butſhe yoluntarily reachcth outher hand vnto them,and 
thar not once, but often, as the repetition of the words doe 
intimate, | | | 


_cloathed with dowble-garments. i ont e@rigint 2500; 


A® checate ofber family dothi not make her cartleſle 
the poore:ſaneither doth her liberalitie to —— 
| ue 


, 
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deprive the family 


ſhe hath taken ſo good order time enough for the good eſtate 
of her own people,thatthar which is beſtowed ypon the nee- 


. die, ſhall not be detrated from their allowance : the hungrie 


ſhall notbe relieued withtheir food : the naked ſhall nor be 
cloathed with their apparell: for mercie is neuer contrary vn- 


to righreouſneſle, neither is that which was well,and in due 
' mannef giuen vnto the one, preiudicialland hurtfull ynto the 
: ->:26ther :/he & not then afraid of ſnow for her familie, ſhe drea- 
**deth not hard weather,or ſharpe ſeaſons : for all ber fanwlie i 


cleathed with dowble garments, ſhe prouideth afore hand ſhift 
ofwarme and good cloathes for children,and ſeruants,and all 


gainſt the extreame cold pf winret, ' ++ | "oh 
Verſe 22. She makcth-ber conerings of tapeſtris : ber clog- 
thing is filke and purple, £26” "{# 


Sthe pou Hyrechebeireforhe: thiftines, and the peo= 
ple of her houſe goe rhe bexrer clad thereby : now in the 


+ *third placeis ſheweY# that her'ſelfe alſo enioycth the benefic 


thereof: ſhe furniſheth her ſelfe with ornaments fit for her de- 
pure the woll andFlaxe ſhe got at the beginning ſhe wor- 
ccth,antfprepareth ſtore of comely coucrings for board and 
bed, with hangings for her chambers, and garments for her 
owne bodietfor od difalloweth not in women decent 
parell, nor rich attire, ſo that they keepe themſclues within 
compaſle of modeſtie, and exalt not themſclues aboue their 
callings,and giue not place to oftentation,or an "_ minde, 
and play the good huſwiues to get, or ſauc, and be helpers to 
ſupport their huſ bands eftate. 


Verſ.23. Her huſband is kyowne in the gate, when he fttetha 


faong the elders of the land, 


Er beneficence, by meanes of herthrift and frugalitie, is 
& &cxtended todiuers ſorts,as to the poore;to ber domeſti- 


| nily of ought Fis needfull for the:forſhe ſhew.. 
eth hermercie withour diftruft, & without thinking chat ſhe 
or bers in the hard time ſhal be grieued or pinched with need; - 


dall' "a>. 
vnder her roofe,and at her finding,thattheywayhearmet'«- 
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call people,to her owne ſelfe, eaglan be alſo are matters 
ordered, thather huſband is nothing thelefleable to. ſer forth 
himſelfe' in due manner according ts his dignitie: bur is of 
principall noteamongR many for his robes,and othea rich or- 
naments : be is knowne in the gates, he is noted, ſpoken of, and. 
reuerenced inthe place of iudgement, where he fitterh on the 
bench with other rulers ofthe countrie, 


- Verſ.24. Shemaketh fine linnen,and ſelleth it and delinereth 
girdles to the Merchants. | 


—_— reporteth that the good huſwife contenteth 
not her ſclte only with preparing of garments for the yſe. 
of her ſeruants, for her owne vſe,and for her husbands vſe.: but . 
that ſhe maketh comely ornamentsto ſcll,to the end ſhe ma 
inrich her eftate, The Hebrew word tranſlated ſheetes, dot 
not only ſignifie any ſuch fine linnen as lieth on the bed, bur 
any linnen yefture that great perſonages were wont to weare; 
and delinereth girdles,ynder one comprehending many,vnto 
the Merchants, whotrade in diuers cities, or countries, buy- 
ing that in one place, which they intend to ſell in another + 
and in ſelling ynto him, it appeareth that her dealing loueth - 
light, ſhe purloyneth not, nor maketh away her husbands . 
oods in hudder mudder, It was faid before in the 14.yerſe 
that ſhe was /ike the ſhips of merchants,not to thoſe of Pirars, 
or Rouers,ſhe dealethin her owne huſwiferie,andin things of 
her owne making, not making away her husbands neceſfarie. 
commodities,or things of his getting :neither doth ſhe make . 
money of that which cannot be ſpared, whereby ſhe ſhould 
leaue her houſe ynprouided : neither paſſeth ſheaway ought 
_ !) her kusbaads will, or for any other end, then for his - 
Enclit, | 


Verſ.25. Strength and hononr are ber cloathing,and ſhe ſhall 


reiojce intimetocome, 


V» 


»He hath fpoken of the corporall veſture and cloathing, 
ivkerewich the yertuous woman hath deckedhher ſelfe, and 


'her 
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her husband, and couered all the reſt ofher familie: and now 
to ſhew that ſhe ſerteth not her affeRion ypon ſuch orna« 
ments, as doe fooliſh, vaine and curious women, which defire 
to be gay in the eyes ofthe world : it is ſaid that ſhe hath ano- 
ther garment farre more excellent, which is freygth, the force 
and efficacic efGods ſpirit, whereby ſhe is pres kr in be= 
leeuing inpatience,and in weldoing : and the other is honoxr, 
which is the fruite of the ſame, the eftimation which ſhe hath 
with God and his people, and the euidence of her innocencie 
and goodnefle inthe hearts of the wicked, This her ſpirituall 
attire is of all others the moſt ſumptuous and pretious : this 
maketh men and women gorgeous in the eſtimation of God 
and his Anpels : this is a durable ſuite; which the longer it is 
worne, the brighter itwill ſhine,and the better it will be: this 
canno baſe perſon euer put on,all that are clad with it are ho- 
nourablc, axd /be ſhall reioxce in the time to come : the Hebrew 
word fignificth ſhe langberh at it, ſhe is ſecure of her future 
eftare,and out of dread of all accidents and occurrents,that at 
any time may befall her : ſhe is not troubled with the feares 
of lofſes, and crofles, . of changes and alterations: ſhe is not 
troubledat the remembrance of ficknes, or child-bearing, or 
, "of theday of iudgement : yea onthe contrary fide, ſhe reioy- 
-cethinthe expectation of herend, of the life ro come, and of 
= _ reward of happineſſe which remaineth for all the 
aithfull, 


Verſe 26. She openeth ber month with wiſedeme,and the law 
-of grace is wnder her lips. 


IR the former verſe ſhe was praiſed for the graces of her 
heart,and here for the wiſe, fruitfull, and gracious ſpeeches 
ofher lips:[he opexeth her month with wiſedome, ſhe talketh 
not raſhly,yndiſcreetly,or vnſcaſonably of matters ; but pru- 
dently,and ſoberly, andthe law of grace s in her lips, ſhe ſpea- 
| kethnotof toyes, or of trifles, but of faith, of repentance, of 
' thefeare of God, and of ſuch orhier duties and points of reli- 
Zion; andAhelabouterli'ss/inuch as ſhe canto protoke vmto 
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liberalitie, mercic, and weldoing : the treame andeurzent of 
her conferences tend to this, that ſhe may make men more 

odly,more righteous, and mercifull : that God may haue his 
—_ and ſeruice, that poore people may receiue mercie 
and kindnes,and the ſoules of as many as ſhe can procuremay 
be confirmed in the hope of ſaluation, | 


 Verſ.27. She looketh well to the maies of her familicnd hk 
teth not the bread of idlenes. HA eat at 


Qg: looketh well to the waies of her houſehold] As hermouth 
is ſeaſoned with grace, ſo are her eyes with intentiue 
watchfulnes: ſhe is reſembled ro. one whe fianding on his 
watch moueth his eyes hither and thirher,to ſee who is com- 
ming,and whois going : For it much concerneth gouernours 
beedfully to reſpeR he behauiour of their people : by this 
they ſhall know how to dire, whom to rebuke, correCt,in- 
courage,reward,retaine, or caſt off: by this much finagainſt 
Godis preuented,or reformed : hereby a gouernour ſhal keep 

his people from that hurt and danger, whereinto otherwiſe 
they will be obnoxious zby this they ſhall preſerve their fami- 
lies fromthat pollution whereby itis like to bee defiled, and 


their ſtates from ſuch loſſes and waſte, as through their care-= 


leſnes they may ſuſtaine, and eatetb not the bread of idlenes, 
fhe is not ſlothfull, ſpending her time idlely, and looking to 
nothing,but ſetteth her owne hand to worke, and looketh to 
all that be abour-her, thar they ſhall performe their duties : 
thus ſhe eateth not the bread of idlenes, for which ſhe neuer 
tooke paines, but the foode of labour and trauell, wherein 
Gods children enioy hisbleNing to their happineſle. '- - 


 Verſ.28. Her childyen riſe vp and call her bleſſed,and her 
* Buſband praiſeth ver, aying, 4659p Cr OT 
| Vetrſe2g, Many daughters haue done vertuouſly, but thou 
ſurmonnteſt them all. 


HE” are we come ynto the. reward which is-due vnto this - F 


oþ Need woman, for her yertuous;bekanipurand-greems 
ono | tr a9 De 


 - 


Ferſtt8.29. Pxovinss "555 

.and that is,praiſe,and; commendation, which is yeeldedynrd 
. herprincipally bythofe which are -neereſt about her, as buf< 
bayd, and childtex, who ate beſt acquainted with her waies, 

and taſted moſtofthe fruites thereof 3foritis the beſt honour 
to approuc ones ſelfeto them which are moſt priuie to all their 

courſes : others ſpeake at randome;and by geffe, but theſe by 
.expericnce,and ypon.knowlegge © prouided that ir benot in 
feare,or flatteriefrom:which the holyGhoſt freeth the reſti- 

monie giuen of this: gopd matyonrher children, fonnes/anl 

pr owng in age, wiſedome,and diſcretion,anid ha- 

uing a true knowledge of the care thatſhe had ofthem, and 

feeling the good whichſhe had done'for them ih theiryer- 

tuous education, riſe vp,yerld reurrencezand doe obeyfance 

to herin dutifull manner: For ſo much that geſture doth ma. 

ny times import,as wher'it is ſaidj7han ſhalt rife vp before the 

hoarie bead, and howonr the fart of the old'man, andfeare thy Levit,rg.z3; 
| God, eAndeal her bleſſed, doe not-onely make prayers, and 

offer thankes to God:for ber,bur ſpeake of her wiſe ſayings, 

and wottbiefaRs;,andthewhwle rourſeof her Cliriſtizn' con- 
uerſation, and concudecthar God hattvniade het armoRt happ 

and fortunatexvoman: her huſband alfo'pra ebh'ber;ſpeak 4 
_ of herin;way of commendationzafides her alfo in good inca- 
ning -and withour,diffimulation;, wary denghters bane dove 
vertuonſly,but thou ſurmounteft them all;teſtifying thar/ſheis 
the beſt that euex lie knew as if heſhionld have ſaid,Be it ſpo- 
ken.without diſpraiſeof orhersoundor (6 well ſatisficime,zs 
that I kngyw not whete the: like" is tobe fourid : many dangh- 
ters, not 'maides onely, bur women, and married wiues,bave 
done veriworuſly, thywards their husbands, houſehold, children, - 
neighbevrs,thepoorcand needic,and themſclues; and thatin - 
many,great and gracious reſpeRs:: by:this 'meanes ſhe' hath 
her dug-without wrong toothers;(forhe doth nordepraite ob 
'thers to-bgaſt her, nor: gathereth theatguments of berpraiſe 
fromjhexices of her.neighbours, bur frorcheir Fertvies and 
commendable qualities): bxtchou ſurmounteſt them all, in fi- 
dlitic,jn, wiſedome;in-good hufwiſeriegin mercie,andinpie- 
xj6-;Fox.cyery one, ought —_ With the good 
MPI: 


has WAICS. 


1,Sam.3,30. 
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waics ofhis owne yoke-fellow : the natureof loue will induee 
'oneto it,and cquitie-alſo: becauſe the wife findethmoſt be- 


nefic. by the graces and, good dealing of her husband : and fo 


doth the hisband by the good qualities and aQions of his 


wife: and hereby the oneofthem ſhall giue great incourage- 
ment to-the other, Whereas on the contrary fide, when all 
things are ill taken,and nothing is pleaſing that the one faith 
anddethtothe otheryit killeth all mutual good affeRions one 
towards anothes, aud-veterly:extinguiſherth all cheerefulnes 
inrhem. | 6 Father: EAT 


Verſ.30, Faxonr is deceitfull, and beaxtie vaine : but 4 wo- 
man that feareth the Lord ſball be praiſed, ' eb: 
# THeſewords are aconfiremation of thepremiſes b 74 cotn= 
. pariſon, wherein a godly: woman is:preferred before a 


| beautiful, ang pictic before fawoxr, or any other externall 


graceings : For all outward-ſpecious qualities, and excellency 
Whatſocuer , 'are' comprehended-wnder: beautie -and fanonr, 
Now whoſe wards theſe are itis yncertaine, whether the huſ- 
bands,or Bathſhehees,or Sslomens;burthac they arethe words 
of.the holy Ghoſt it is moſt certaine.Fawoxr i deceitful,come+ 
lines of perſonage, or any outward grace, is a ſhadow which 
hachno ſubſtancr,nd beawtic vaine,a goodcolour, ora good 
complexion,js:þut a fadifig flower that will quickly be withe- 
red, and decay,zbut 4 women that feareth the Lord; which' is 
godly and religious, ſhall be praiſed, ſhe (by Gods bleſſing) 
hall obtaine true glorie : For no honour is ſound but that 
which growethfrom grace ;that onely hath the promiſe, the 
Loxd ſaying,them that bononr me will I honoxr, And all earth- 
Y. things, are periſhable, or guilefull ; as parentage, wealth, 
wt cs Rh man-may.haue them, and yer be very baſe and 
contemptible : and what. hall wee'ſay of goodly ſtatute; and 
faire faces? mane not hque many vile vices accompanying 
them? Fax divers of good. making, and well fanoured cou 
renances,:have deformed manners, and ill fauoured —ath 
Figng 40 ffalntacbin ab; and {indie filelge a" 
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ang, be it_that bepiuie bee not ſtained a> eee 
crimes, Of jour ; ye there can: be .noconfizneic;on; 
perpetuitic inthe ſame; ickoes, ſorrow, theiſmall poxe;or;0%; 
ther ſnch hkeaccidents will quickly deface ic: aid irdepens- 
deth onely-inthe eftimatioirof mens-eyes,whoſe:likingsare 
yncertaine: for many are carried; from well: fanouced wiues, 
ypon whom firft they dated; vntd-ill fanouted actors, and 
with the fight of their faces arc.rauiſhedzointhe contrary fide, 
holineſſe, righteouſnes,aydthegracesof Gods holy ſpirit doe 
giuea luſtre ynto all, and make them looke with an amiable 
countenance: according as Eccleſiaſtes ſaith, The wiſedome of 
4 man maketh his face to ſhine, and the ſtrength of his connte- 
#ance ſhall be doubled. Women, men, or whoſocuer they be, 
cannet but much be ſet by,if they ſet by Gods word,and con- 
ſcionably obey it : God taketh delight in them, and inclineth 
the affeQions of his people ymto rhe, and. maketh the wicked 
to ſtand in feare of them : no ſicknes can disfigure a gratious 
perſon,nor death ir ſelfe,nor the graue which totally marreth 
all corporall excellencie : Such one ſhall live in honour,dycin 
honour, and leaue his memoriall in honour, and appeare be- 


fore the iudgement ſcate of Chriſt in honour, 


Verſ.31. Gine her of the fruite of her hands,and tt her owne- 
workes praiſe her in the gate. 


FE: the knitting yp and concluſion of all, huſbands are cal- - 
led vpon, and prouoked to praiſe their good wiues really, . 
as well as vocally, in deede as well as in word to recompence - 
her paines,and good ſeruice with due rewards. Gine her of the - 
fraite of her hands, ct her enioy the benefit of her owne la- 
bours,let her haue allowance for foode,apparell,furniture,and - 
all meete expenſes liberally, and largely, and anſwerably to- 
her faichfulnes,and fruitfulnes, a»d let her owne workes praiſe 
her in the gate,euen as in games and conflis the conquerors 

gre both rewarded with ſome price,and praiſed openly in the 
publike aſſembly by proclamation ; ſo let this worthie woman 


hitherto 
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hichercoſpoken of be prouided;fortharherhuſbandslargefſe 
mehr renin Chic in the ma — 
of mighboutsand friends andinallefſemblies; that ſhe hath 
geſerued well, and he ypon due cauſe doth deale ſobounti- 


kit with her : ;andif( God rake him away before her,let 
| leaning her an ample portion, acrordi 
ef ubliſh ro'the world that he 
ath- found her- a beneficiall 
; yoke-fellow, 


FINIS. 


